State of Rhode Island and Providence Plantations

DEPARTMENT OF HUMAN SERVICES

November 2, 20 17

Luly E. Massaro

Commission Clerk

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission

89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, Rhode Island 02888

RE: LIHEAP Enhancement Plan Rates- PUC Docket 4290

Dear Ms. Massaro,

The Rhode Island Department of Human Services, in accordance with RIGL § 39-1-27.12,
herewith files an original and ten (10) copies of the Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program Enhancement Plan Rates for 2018,

Sincerely,

el

Deborah A. Barclay
..... General Counsel

Enclosure

57 Howard Avenug  Cranston, R1. 02920,  (40]) 462-2121 TDD:(401]) 462-3363 Fax (401 462-1846
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Rhode Island Department of Human Services

PUC Docket No, 4290- Proposed Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program
Enhancement Plan Rates

Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP) ' Enhancement Charge- 2018

In accordance with RIGL § 39-1»27.122, the Rhode Island Department of Human Services
(DHS) files the following rate as the LIHEAP Enhancement Charge Rate for 2018:

The LIHEAP Enhancement Charge shall remain the same .81 cents per month or
eguivalent amount per customer, as not to exceed an annuai colleciion of 7.5
Million for the calendar year 2018, The term "customer” defined as any person3
taking service from an electric or a gas distribution company” at a single point of
electricity or gas delivery or electric or gas meters, with a maximum total annual.
LIHEAP Enhancement Charge to any customer® capped at ten dollars ($10.00).

The Rhode Island Department of Human Services recommends that the funds collected from the
rate be deposited into the same single fund/account as last year for consistency. The electric and
gas company will provide a credit in an amount specified by the Rhode Island Department of
Human Services to customer accounts that are receiving LIHEAP assistance payments.

The Rhode Island Department of Human Services has filed its State LIHEAP Plan with the U.S.
Department of Health and Human Services to define eligibility for a household to participate in

LIHEAP at sixty percent (60%) of the State Median Income (SMI) in the State of Rhode Island
consistent with RIGL § 39-2-L1(d).

The Rhode Island Department of Human Services and the Community Action Program agencies wilt continue to
make designation of the qualifying customer accounts receiving LIMEAP payments through the 2018 LIHEAP
eligibility criteria. Accounts receiving a 2018 benefit, both Primary and/for Crisis grants, will receive one additional
credit from the LIHEAP Enhancement Fund. After consultation with the Division of Public Utilities and Carriers, the
electric and gas Distribution Company, Community Action Program agencies, and other advocacy organizations
presenting the interests of LIHEAP-eligible households, DHS will establish the amount of credits® to be applied to
custorners’ accounts that are receiving LIHEAP payments.

"'The LIHEAP is the federal Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program.

2 Public Law of201 I, Chapter 383 and 412 which were signed into law on July 13, 201} and amended June 19

2014, see Public Law 0f2014, Chapter 145.

® wperson” includes an individual, trust, fimm, joint stock company, corporation (including a quasi-government

corporation), partnership, association, syndicate, municipality, political subdivision, municipal or state agency, or

other government agency, club, nonprofit agency, or any interstate body, and his, her, its, or their lessees, trustees, or

receivers appointed by ahy cout.

* The term “electric and natural gas distribution company” is defined in RIGL§ 39-1-27.12(1)

* This definition of “customer” is conceptually congruént with the definition of "customer” in RIGL § 39-1-2(9)
which applies specifically to electric company customers.

¢ Design of the appropriate credit amounts and their application are dependent in part both on the level of federal

appropriations, and on any integration of the LIHEAP Enhancement Plan provisions of RIGL § 39-2-1 regarding the
maintenance or restoration of utility service and arrearage payment provisions.
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Name/Address

E-mail Address

Phone

Deborah A. Barclay, General Counsel
Lewis Babbitt

Dept. of Human Services

57 Howard Avenue

Cranston, RI 02920

Deborah.barclay@ohhs.ri.gov;

“Lewis.Babbitt@dhs.1i.govs

401-462-6816

Christopher Kearns
RI Office of Energy Resources

Christopher.Kearns@energy.ri.gov;

Nicholas.Ucci{@energy.ri.gov;

Robert Humm, Esq.

Robert.humm@nationalgrid.com;

401-784-7667

National Grid Celia.obrien@nationalgrid.com;

280 Melrose St. Joanne.scanlon@nationalgrid.com;

Providence, RI 02907

Leo Wold, Esq. Lwold{@nag ri.gov; 401-222-2424
Dept. of Attorney General dmacrae@riag.ri.gov:

150 South Main St. £LLEDY,

Providence, RI 02903

Jmunoz@riag.xi.gov;

Kevin Lynch, Deputy Administrator
Division of Public Utilities and Carriers

Kevinlynch@dpuc.ri.gov;

Steve scialabba@dpuc.ri.gov;

Al mancini@dpuc.ri.oov;

Jonathan Schrag@dpuc.ri.gov;

File five (5) copies w/:

Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk
Public Utilities Commission

89 Jefferson Blvd.

Warwick, RI 02888

Luly.massaro@puc.ti.gov;

Linda.george@puc.1i.gov;

Cynthia. WilsonFrias@puc.ri.gov;
Todd.bianco@puc.ri.cov;

Alan.nauli@puc.ri.gov;

401-780-2107

Bob Bromley, Senate Finance

rbromley(@rilin.state.ri.us;

The George Wiley Center

debbiec@georgewileycenter.org;

b.flambeau@juno.com;

Elizabeth Morancy

emorancy(@cox.net;

Dayanarah Baez; LIHEAP Program
Manager

Community Action Partnership of
Providence

dbaez(@cappri.org;

4(1-273-2000
x 161




