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   May 24, 2022 

 
 
Ms. Luly Massaro, Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
Re:   City of Newport, Utilities Department, Water Division 

Docket 5254 
 
Dear Ms. Massaro: 
 
 Enclosed please find an original and nine copies of: 
 

1. Supplemental Direct Testimony of Harold J. Smith. 

Please note that an electronic copy has been sent to the service list for this Docket. Thank 
you for your attention to this matter. 

 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
        Joseph A. Keough, Jr. 
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cc: Docket 5254 Service List (via electronic mail)   
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I. INTRODUCTION 1 

Q. Please state your name and business address.  2 

A.  My name is Harold J. Smith, and my business address is 5619 DTC Parkway, Suite 850, 3 

Greenwood Village, Colorado, 80111. 4 

 5 
Q. Are you the same Harold Smith who filed direct testimony in this Docket that was 6 

submitted with Newport’s Miscellaneous Petition on April 29, 2022?  7 

A.  Yes. I am. 8 

 9 

Q. What is the purpose of this supplemental direct testimony? 10 

A.  I am filing this supplemental testimony to correct an error in in Schedule HJS Exhibit 11 

3 (MP) and related testimony. 12 

 13 

Q. Please explain your correction to Schedule HJS Exhibit 3 (MP). 14 

A. Attached to my supplemental testimony is Schedule HJS Exhibit 3 (MP) Revised. In 15 

comparing this schedule to the original Schedule HJS Exhibit 3 (MP), you will note 16 

that the proposed rates that result from the proposed Step Two Increase in the 17 

Docket 4933 Compliance Filing and the increase proposed in Newport’s 18 

Miscellaneous Petition to Recover Electronic Payment Fees were slightly misstated 19 

in the original schedule. While the % changes remain the same, the total projected 20 

rate revenues in the revised schedule are $18,903,238 rather than $18,904,88 as set 21 

forth in the original schedule. 22 

 23 

Q. Can you please explain the correction to your testimony? 24 

A. Yes.  My testimony beginning on page 5, line 26, states: 25 

 26 
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“Further, although the percentage increases for the monthly service charges 1 

seem large, they are not as dramatic in actual dollars. For instance, the monthly 2 

service charge for a 5/8 inch meter, which is the size in most residential homes, 3 

increases from $5.23/month currently to $5.48/month to recover just the 4 

Second Step Increase (HJS Exhibit 2 (MP)). This fee then increases to 5 

$5.60/month to recover the Step Two increase and the Electronic Payment Fees 6 

(HJS Exhibit 3 (MP)). Thus, the monthly increase attributable to just the recovery 7 

of the Electronic Payment Fees is $0.12/month.” 8 

 9 

This testimony should be revised as follows: 10 

“Further, although the percentage increases for the monthly service charges 11 

seem large, they are not as dramatic in actual dollars. For instance, the monthly 12 

service charge for a 5/8 inch meter, which is the size in most residential homes, 13 

increases from $5.23/month currently to $5.48/month to recover just the 14 

Second Step Increase (HJS Exhibit 2 (MP)). This fee then increases to $6.00 15 

5.60/month to recover the Step Two increase and the Electronic Payment Fees 16 

(HJS Exhibit 3 (MP)). Thus, the monthly increase attributable to just the recovery 17 

of the Electronic Payment Fees is $0.5212/month.” 18 

 19 

Q.  Does this conclude your supplemental direct testimony? 20 

A. Yes it does.  21 



Docket 4933

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
Docket 4933

FY 2020 Rate Filing
HJS Schedule A-2A Second Step Compliance Filing
Cost of Service Rates and Charges

Docket 4933 
Step 1 Rates Cost of Service Proposed Rates % Change Projected Revenues

Base Charge (per bill)

Monthly
5/8 5.23$                 5.9931$             6.00$                    15% $771,912
3/4 5.48$                 6.2538 6.26                      14% 190,354
1 7.27$                 8.1544 8.16                      12% 55,912

1.5 11.64$               12.8004 12.81                    10% 58,875
2 16.20$               17.6446 17.65                    9% 54,009
3 42.06$               45.1427 45.15                    7% 32,508
4 49.42$               52.9615 52.97                    7% 9,535
5 59.22$               63.3866 63.39                    7% 0
6 66.58$               71.2053 71.21                    7% 29,054
8 86.19$               92.0555 92.06                    7% 4,419

10 121.73$             129.8463 129.85                 7% 3,116
Portsmouth Base Charge (4") 1.56$                 2.0860 2.09                      34% 25

1,209,719

Volume Charge (per 1,000 gallons)
Retail 

Residential 10.40$               10.9055$          10.91$                 5% 6,813,295                  
Non-Residential 11.22$               11.3530$          11.36$                 1% 5,057,472                  

11,870,767$             
Wholesale

Navy 7.5620$       7.7867$             7.7867$               3% 1,470,908                  
Portsmouth Water & Fire District 6.1387$       6.8419$             6.8419$               11% 2,579,396                  

4,050,304$                
Fire Protection

Public (per hydrant) 1,095.30$         1,202.76$         1,202.76$            10% 1,253,276$                

Private (by Connection Size)
Connection Size Differential

<2 $38.59 38.56$               38.56$                 0%
2 6.19 $161.55 161.41$             161.42$               0% -                                   
4 38.32 $543.14 566.70$             566.70$               4% 44,769                        
6 111.31 $1,224.74 1,313.31$         1,313.31$            7% 311,254                     
8 237.21 $2,400.37 2,601.06$         2,601.07$            8% 140,458                     

10 426.58 $4,168.75 4,538.11$         4,538.11$            9% 22,691                        
12 689.04 $6,619.67 7,222.78$         7,222.79$            9% -                                   

519,172$                   

Total Projected Rate Revenues 18,903,238$             

Revised
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CERTIFICATION 

 I hereby certify that on May 24, 2022, I sent a copy of the within to all parties set 
forth on the attached Service List by electronic mail and copies to Luly Massaro, 
Commission Clerk, by electronic mail and regular mail.  
 

Parties/Address E-mail Distribution  Phone 
Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esq. 
Keough & Sweeney 
41 Mendon Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI  02861 

jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com;  401-724-3600 
 

Robert C. Schultz, Jr. Director of 
Utilities  
Newport Water Department 
70 Halsey St. 
Newport, RI  02840 
 
Harold Smith, Consultant 
Raftelis Financial Consulting, PA 
 

rschultz@CityofNewport.com; 401-845-5600 
 lsitrin@CityofNewport.com; 

dbarrett@CityofNewport.com; 
Hsmith@raftelis.com 

Tiffany Parenteau, Esq. 
Dept. of Attorney General 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI  02903 

TParenteau@riag.ri.gov;  401-222-2424  
 Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov;  

pat.smith@dpuc.ri.gov;   
John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Michelle.Barbosa@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Machaela.Seaton@dpuc.ri.gov;  
gschultz@riag.ri.gov; 
eullucci@riag.ri.gov; 
 

Portsmouth Water & Fire District 
(PWFD) 
Adam M. Ramos, Esq. 
Christine E. Dieter, Esq. 
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder 
100 Westminster St., Suite 1500 
Providence, RI  02903 

aramos@haslaw.com; 
cdieter@hinckleyallen.com; 
 cwhaley@hinckleyallen.com;  
pstroke@hinckleyallen.com;  
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Jessica C. Lynch, PWFD 
David Bebyn 

jlynch@portsmouthwater.org; 
dbebyn@gmail.com; 

 

File an original and six (6) copies w/: 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Blvd. 
Warwick, RI  02888 

Luly.massaro@puc.ri.gov; 
 

401-780-2107 
 

John.harrington@puc.ri.gov; 
 
Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov;  
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