Rodvien, Emma (PUC)

From: fnhaggerty@aol.com

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2023 8:43 PM

To: Rodvien, Emma (PUC)

Subject: Fw: NE States Frank Haggerty email # 2

This Message Is From an External Sender RepoTiSuspicions

This message came from outside your organization.

Frank Haggerty name added

----- Forwarded Message -----

From: fnhaggerty@aol.com <fnhaggerty@aol.com>

To: emma.rodvien@puc.ri.gov <emma.rodvien@puc.ri.gov>

Sent: Monday, January 30, 2023 at 08:40:26 PM EST

Subject: NE States Propose Coordinated Ocean Wind Transmission

January 30, 2023 Public comment
To; Emma Rodvien, Coordinator Rhode Island Energy Facility Siting Board

emma.rodvien@puc.ri.gov

Re; SB 2202- 02 Mayflower Wind EFSB

The Ocean Special Area Management Plan (SAMP) was a planning process conducted by the Coastal Resources
Management Council (CRMC) to promote, protect, enhance, and honor existing human uses and natural resources in the
coastal waters of Rhode Island, while encouraging economic development and facilitating the coordination of state and
federal decision making bodies.

New England states propose coordinated transmission development to support wind power

January 30, 2023 5 states propose wind grid proposal including Rhode Island
https://www.ctpublic.org/2023-01-30/new-england-states-propose-coordinated-transmission-
development-to-support-wind-power [ctpublic.org]

New England states have taken a new step in building out regional
transmission infrastructure.

In two proposals to the U.S. Department of Energy, Connecticut, Maine,
Massachusetts, New Hampshire, Rhode Island and Vermont have requested
federal support for projects to update and expand the region’s transmission
system in preparation for an influx of clean energy resources.




As big, new projects like offshore wind farms [wbur.org] get closer to launch in
the region, the poles and wires that carry electricity where it needs to go need
an upgrade [newhampshirebulletin.com]. Doing that work in a coordinated,
proactive way could minimize environmental and human impacts and save
money — about $20 billion nationally, according to a report [brattle.com] from
The Brattle Group, a consulting firm, this month.

One of New England’s proposals, called the “Joint State Innovation Partnership
for Offshore Wind [newenglandenergyvision.files.wordpress.com],” outlines how
the states would work with wind developers and transmission providers to
develop new lines that support offshore wind.

Jared Chicoineg, the commissioner of New Hampshire's Department of Energy,
said the proposal was an effort to take advantage of wind power, especially
because of constraints on natural gas [iso-ne.com] coming into New England.

“We're really looking at: what are other options out there to bring power into
the region,” he said. “What's driving this conversation is knowing the needs
New England has for additional energy resources and then when it comes to
transmission, how we get it to the grid.”

Patrick Woodcock, the commissioner of Massachusetts' Department of Energy
Resources, said the effort was especially important in the light of recent spikes
in the price of fossil fuels.

“It is imperative that we transition to a regional electricity system that can
support the delivery of both affordable and reliable clean energy to residents
and businesses,” he said.

The proposed approach is focused on developing more transmission for
offshore wind in the near-term with current technology, while building toward
a future system where offshore wind projects are connected to one another
along the coast with offshore cables.

Building coordinated transmission offshore [wbur.org] could allow projects to
connect back to the grid in more strategic places, and reduce the upgrades
needed on land. It could also reduce costs that ratepayers might need to
shoulder, and be more reliable and resilient than a system where offshore wind
developers independently plan how their projects connect with the
transmission system, according to the proposal.

The second proposal, which came from Vermont with the support of other New
England states, would have the federal government support a transmission line
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that would bring hydropower from Quebec to Vermont and the rest of the New
England market.

The initiatives are part of a call for proposals from the federal energy
department associated with the Bipartisan Infrastructure Law. The department
is expected to award up to $2 billion to projects funded in this round of

applications. Federal officials will invite some projects to submit full proposals
by May.



