
 

 

Adam M. Ramos 
aramos@hinckleyallen.com 
Direct Dial:  401-457-5164 

 
 
May 4, 2023 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND HAND DELIVERY 
 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
Re:  The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy 
 In Re:  Advanced Meter Functionality Business Case – Docket No. 22-49-EL 
 
Dear Ms. Massaro: 

On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (“Rhode Island 
Energy” or the “Company”), attached is the electronic version of Rhode Island Energy’s 
Response to Mission:Data Coalition’s Motion to Expand Scope of Intervention in the above-
referenced matter.1  

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  Please do not hesitate to contact me should you have 
any questions. 

Very truly yours, 
 
 
 
Adam M. Ramos 
 

AMR:cw 
Enclosures 
 

cc: Service List 22-49-EL (via e-mail only) 
 John Bell, Division 
 Leo Wold, Esq.  
 
  
                                                            
1 Per communication from Commission counsel on October 4, 2021, the Company is submitting an electronic 
version of this filing followed by hard copies filed with the Clerk within 24 hours of the electronic filing. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 
I certify that a copy of the within documents was forwarded by e-mail to the Service List 

in the above docket on the 4th day of May, 2023. 
 

 

________________________________ 
Adam M. Ramos, Esq.  
 

The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy 
Docket No. 22-49-EL  Advanced Meter Functionality (AMF)   
Service list updated 4/17/2023 
 

Name/Address E-mail Distribution List Phone 
The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a 
Rhode Island Energy 
 
Jennifer Hutchinson, Esq. 
280 Melrose Street 
Providence, RI  02907 
 

JHutchinson@pplweb.com; 401-784-7288 
 
 
 
 
 

JScanlon@pplweb.com; 
COBrien@pplweb.com; 
CAGill@RIEnergy.com; 
JOliveira@pplweb.com;  
BLJohnson@pplweb.com;  
SBriggs@pplweb.com;  
KGrant@RIEnergy.com; 
wanda.reder@gridxpartners.com;  
PJWalnock@pplweb.com;  

Hinckley Allen 
Adam Ramos, Esq.  
100 Westminster Street, Suite 1500 
Providence, RI  02903-2319  
 

aramos@hinckleyallen.com;  401-457-5164  
cdieter@hinckleyallen.com;  

cwhaley@hinckleyallen.com;  

ssuh@hinckleyallen.com; 

Division of Public Utilities (Division) 
Leo Wold, Esq. 
Christy Hetherington, Esq. 
Division of Public Utilities and Carriers 
89 Jefferson Blvd. 
Warwick, RI  02888 

Leo.Wold@dpuc.ri.gov;   401-780-2177 

Christy.Hetherington@dpuc.ri.gov; 

Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov; 

John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov;  
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Al.contente@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Joel.munoz@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Linda.George@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Ellen.golde@dpuc.ri.gov;   
Machaela.Seaton@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Al.mancini@dpuc.ri.gov;   
Paul.Roberti@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Thomas.kogut@dpuc.ri.gov; 
John.spirito@dpuc.ri.gov;  

Mike Brennan 
 

mikebrennan099@gmail.com; 
 

 

Robin Blanton robin.blanton@ieee.org;  
William Watson wfwatson924@gmail.com; 

 
 

David Littell  dlittell@bernsteinshur.com;  

Gregory L. Booth, PLLC 
14460 Falls of Neuse Rd. 
Suite 149-110 
Raleigh, NC 27614 
 
Linda Kushner 
L. Kushner Consulting, LLC 
514 Daniels St. #254 
Raleigh, NC 27605 

gboothpe@gmail.com;  
 
 

 

lkushner33@gmail.com; 
 

Office of Attorney General 
Nick Vaz, Esq. 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI 02903 
 

nvaz@riag.ri.gov;  401-274-4400 
x 2297 

mbedell@riag.ri.gov;  

Office of Energy Resources (OER) 
Albert Vitali, Esq. 
Dept. of Administration 
Division of Legal Services 
One Capitol Hill, 4th Floor 
Providence, RI 02908 
 

Albert.Vitali@doa.ri.gov;  401-222-8880 
nancy.russolino@doa.ri.gov;  
Christopher.Kearns@energy.ri.gov; 
Shauna.Beland@energy.ri.gov; 
Matthew.Moretta.CTR@energy.ri.gov; 
Anika.Kreckel@energy.ri.gov; 
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Chris Kearns, OER 
 

Steven.Chybowski@energy.ri.gov; 
Nathan.Cleveland@energy.ri.gov; 

William.Owen@energy.ri.gov;  

Mission:data Coalition 
James G. Rhodes, Esq. 
Rhode Consulting LL 
160 Woonsocket Hill Rd. 
North Smithfield, RI 20896 
 

james@jrhodeslegal.com;  401-225-3441 

George Wiley Center  
Jennifer L. Wood, Executive Director 
R.I. Center for Justice 
1 Empire Plaza, Suite 410 
Providence, RI 02903 
 

jwood@centerforjustice.org;  
 

 

georgewileycenterri@gmail.com; 
 
camiloviveiros@gmail.com;   
 

NRG Retail Companies 
Craig Waksler, Esq. 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & Mellott, LLC 
Two International Place, 16th Floor  
Boston, MA 02110 
 

CWaksler@eckertseamans.com; 617-342-6890 
 
 
717-237-6000 

Kmoury@eckertseamans.com; 

sstoner@eckertseamans.com;  

Conservation Law Foundation (CLF) 
James  Crowley, Esq. 
Conservation Law Foundation 
235 Promenade Street 
Suite 560, Mailbox 28 
Providence, RI  02908 

jcrowley@clf.org; 
 
 

401-228-1905 

mcurran@clf.org; 

Original & 9 copies file w/: 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Blvd. 
Warwick, RI  02888 

Luly.massaro@puc.ri.gov; 
  

401-780-2107 
 

Cynthia.WilsonFrias@puc.ri.gov;  
Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov;  
Todd.bianco@puc.ri.gov;  
Emma.Rodvien@puc.ri.gov; 
Christopher.Caramello@puc.ri.gov;  
 

Interested Parties:   

Victoria Scott (GOV) Victoria.Scott@governor.ri.gov;   



Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
May 4, 2023 
Page 5 of 5 
 
 

 

Seth Handy, Esq. seth@handylawllc.com;   
Stephan Wollenburg swollenburg@seadvantage.com;   
Mary McMahon mmcmahon@seadvantage.com;   
Jim Kennerly jgifford@seadvantage.com;   
Amy Moses amoses@utilidata.com;   

Amy Boyd, RI Director, Acadia Center aboyd@acadiacenter.org;  401-276-0600 
 

Oliver Tully, Acadia Center 
 

otully@acadiacenter.org;  

Amanda Barker amanda@greenenergyconsumers.org;   

Larry Chretien larry@greenenergyconsumers.org;  

Nancy Lavin nlavin@rhodeislandcurrent.com;   

 
 



 
 

 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
 

RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
 
  
 ) 
In re: The Narragansett Electric Company ) 
d/b/a Rhode Island Energy’s Advanced )  Docket No. 22-49-EL 
Metering Functionality Business Case )   
 ) 

 
 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY D/B/A RHODE ISLAND ENERGY’S 
RESPONSE TO MISSION:DATA COALITION’S 

MOTION TO EXPAND SCOPE OF INTERVENTION 
 
 The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (“Rhode Island Energy” 

or the “Company”) hereby responds to the Motion to Expand Scope of Intervention filed by 

Mission:Data Coalition (“Mission:Data” or “MDC”). The topic Mission:Data proposes to 

address falls within the scope of intervention already established for Mission:Data by the Public 

Utilities Commission (the “Commission”). Accordingly, MDC’s motion to expand the scope is 

unnecessary. For this reason, the Company respectfully requests that the Commission deny 

MDC’s motion to the extent that it seeks to expand upon the scope the Commission originally 

permitted.  

I. RELEVANT FACTS 

On January 25, 2023, the Commission held an Open Meeting to consider motions to 

intervene in this docket. Although the Commission granted Mission:Data’s motion to intervene, 

the Commission noted that Mission:Data had a “very narrow interest” in the proceeding as 

articulated on page 3 of its reply brief in support of its motion to intervene. There, Mission:Data 

identified its interest as “the financial and technological aspects” of three specific aspects of the 

Company’s Advanced Metering Functionality (“AMF”) Business Case: “(1) Green Button 
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Connect My Data (‘GBC’), (2) Home Area Network (‘HAN’), and (3) whether and how 

advanced metering functionality (‘AMF’) enables a market for third party energy management 

services.” Mission:Data Reply Brief 3. The Commission limited Mission:Data’s participation to 

the financial and technical aspects of those three discrete topics. 

On April 24, 2023, Mission:Data served its Second Set of Data Requests. The Second Set 

contains six questions relating to the Company’s experience with distributed intelligence and the 

availability and technical specifications of third-party software applications that may interact 

with the Company’s proposed meters. The Company has attached Mission:Data’s Second Set of 

Data Requests as Exhibit A.  

Also on April 24, 2023, Mission:Data filed its Motion to Expand the Scope of 

Intervention. In it, Mission:Data requests that the Commission expand the scope of its 

intervention to include “investigation into and discussion of the potential utilization of 

‘Distributed Intelligence’ capabilities of advanced meters.” Motion at 1. On April 28, 2023, 

Mission:Data submitted the Direct Testimony and Supporting Exhibits of Michael Murray. That 

testimony includes discussion of the financial and technical aspects of distributed intelligence as 

well. 

II. LEGAL STANDARD 

 Commission Rule 1.14(B) provides that “any person claiming a right to intervene or an 

interest of such nature that intervention is necessary or appropriate may intervene in any 

proceeding before the Commission.” 810-RICR-00-00-1.14(B) [hereinafter “Commission Rule 

1.14(B)”]. The Commission has been “cautious in granting intervener status to ensure that a 

movant actually meets one of the three criteria established in [Commission Rule 1.14(B)].” In re 
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Narragansett Elec. Co. d/b/a Nat’l Grid Proposed Standard Offer Serv. Rate Reduction, No. 

3739, 2006 WL 4070740 (Dec. 27, 2006). 

 In granting Mission:Data limited intervention status, the Commission provided that 

Mission:Data could seek leave to expand its scope of intervention should circumstances warrant 

an expansion. 

III. ARGUMENT 

The Company requests that the Commission deny Mission:Data’s motion because its 

proposed expansion already falls within the scope of its existing intervention. Mission:Data asks 

the Commission to expand its scope “to include investigation into and discussion of the potential 

utilization of ‘Distributed Intelligence’ capabilities of advanced meters.” Motion 1. According to 

Mission:Data, distributed intelligence “has the potential to greatly enhance the ability of 

customers and customer-authorized third-party services to access and utilize customer data 

associated with their utilization of the grid and related services.” Id. at 2. Further, “Distributed 

Intelligence directly relates to the potential technological aspect of RI Energy’s proposal.” Id.  

This proposed topic falls squarely within Mission:Data’s existing scope. Specifically, as 

described by Mission:Data, questions regarding distributed intelligence relate to the 

“technological aspects” of “whether and how advanced metering functionality (‘AMF’) enables a 

market for third party energy management services.” Mission:Data Reply Brief in Supp. 

Intervention 3. For this reason, the topics explored by Mission:Data’s Second Set of Data 

Requests and the issues addressed in the testimony submitted by Mission:Data do not exceed the 

scope of its Commission-approved limited intervention.  Accordingly, the Company does not 

object to Mission:Data’s issuance of the Second Set of Data Requests, its discussion of 

distributed intelligence in its testimony solely with respect to scope, or generally to 
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Mission:Data’s participation in this docket to address issues concerning the financial and 

technical aspects of distributed intelligence. 

Accordingly, because Mission:Data’s proposed topic of inquiry falls within its existing 

limited scope of intervention, there is no need to expand the scope of Mission:Data’s 

intervention.  The Company notes that its position on this motion preserves its view that the 

Commission appropriately limited the scope of Mission:Data’s intervention.  The Company 

objects to any expansion of Mission:Data’s participation and, to the extent that the Motion seeks 

to expand upon the scope authorized in the Commission’s original intervention order, the 

Company objects to any such expansion. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

For these reasons, the Company respectfully requests that the Commission deny 

Mission:Data’s Motion to Expand the Scope of Intervention, but authorize the specific type of 

participation in this docket described in the motion related to distributed intelligence as within 

Mission:Data’s originally authorized scope. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC 
COMPANY d/b/a RHODE ISLAND ENERGY 
 
By its attorneys, 
 
 
__________________________ 
Jennifer Brooks Hutchinson, Esq. (#6176) 

      The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a  
Rhode Island Energy 

      280 Melrose Street 
      Providence, RI  02907 
      (401) 784-7288  
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/s/ Adam M. Ramos    
Adam M. Ramos (#7591) 
Christine E. Dieter (#9859) 
Hinckley, Allen & Snyder LLP 
100 Westminster Street, Suite 1500 
Providence, RI 02903-2319  
(401) 457-5278 
(401) 277-9600 (fax) 
aramos@hinckleyallen.com 
cdieter@hinckleyallen.com 

 
Dated:  May 4, 2023 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

I hereby certify that on May 4, 2023, I sent a copy of the foregoing to the service list by 
electronic mail. 
 

/s/ Adam M. Ramos    
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
In re: Rhode Island Energy Advanced  : 
Metering Functionality Business Case  :  DOCKET NO. 22-49-EL 
and Cost Recovery Proposal  : 

 
 

MISSION:DATA COALITION SECOND SET OF DATA REQUESTS 
DIRECTED TO RHODE ISLAND ENERGY 

 
Issued April 24, 2023 

 
MDC 2-1 Does RI Energy or its affiliates have any experience deploying Distributed 

Intelligence (DI) capable advanced meters? If so, please provide:  
a. Description of hardware and software vendors were used.  
b. Identification as to how many software applications ("apps") it deployed onto 

each meter.  
c. Documentation concerning material software or deployment errors or 

malfunctions that resulted in additional, unplanned costs to remedy.  
d. What fees, if any, the DI platform provider charged to third-party software 

developers to test or deploy apps. 
 
MDC 2-2 Please provide the technical specifications by which a meter-based software app 

can query data from the meter. What information is accessible to apps (voltage, 
current, power, waveform details, etc.) and with what frequency (once per second, 
a thousand times per second, ten thousand times per second, etc.)?  

 
MDC 2-3 a.   What restrictions, if any, will third-party software applications have regarding 

the use of the meter's WIFI system? For example, will RI Energy-developed DI 
software applications have full WIFI access whereas third party-developed DI 
software applications will have limited or no WIFI access? 
b.   Will RI Energy limit or prohibit DI software applications from 
communicating over the customer’s WIFI network to a remote server not 
controlled by RI Energy? Why or why not?  

 
MDC 2-4 Will a customer be able to select a particular app s/he wishes to have downloaded 

and installed onto their advanced meter? Why or why not? 
 

MDC 2-5 What conflict of interest provisions guide RI Energy's actions if it sought to 
purchase DI software apps made by the Company's regulated or unregulated 
affiliates and sought to recover those costs in rates?  

 
MDC 2-6 In what cases would RI Energy seek to obtain the customer's permission prior to 

downloading a DI software app to the customer's meter?   
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