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Potential Study Scenarios
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Technical

Economic

Maximum
Achievable

Program

The theoretical maximum 

amount of energy that could 

be displaced by efficiency

Subset that is cost-effective 

under the RI Test

Subset that is achievable 

considering market barriers and 

program costs under the most 

aggressive programs possible

Subset of achievable, given 

constraints in implementing a 

particular portfolio of programs
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Potential Study Refresh Motivation

Next EE Three-Year Plan developed in 2023
– EE Targets submitted to PUC for review and 

approval by March 1, 2023

Update to RI potential
– Last potential study completed in 2020 

covered 2021-2026

– Refresh will update results for key areas for 
2024-2026
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Applying Potential Study Results
Key Outcomes

Ultimately at the Council’s discretion

Key quantitative reference point

Two most policy-relevant scenarios
– Program Achievable

• Constrained by historical program savings
• Implicitly constrained by historical budget levels

– Maximum Achievable
• Significantly higher savings than Program Achievable
• Still subject to realistic modeling constraints
• May take time to ramp programs toward this level

More to come on 
this topic at the 
November LEAD 

Session!
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Council Member Discussion
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Potential Study – Where

Rhode Island, of course!

– Study is focused on Rhode Island 
Energy service territory

– Prior study included results for 
Pascoag Utility District and Block 
Island Power Company

• Scaled by customer count

A2

APPENDIX



Potential Study – When
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