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January 26, 2024
VIA HAND DELIVERY & ELECTRONIC MAIL

Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, Rl 02888

RE: Docket 23-44-REG 2024 Renewable Energy Growth Program
Tariff and Rule Changes
Responses to PUC Data Requests — Set 1

Dear Ms. Massaro:

On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (“Rhode
Island Energy” or the “Company”), | have enclosed the Company’s responses to the Public
Utilities Commission’s First Set of Data Requests in the above-referenced docket.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please contact me
at (401) 709-3337.

Very truly yours,
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Leticia C. Pimentel
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The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC1-1

Request:

Referencing Section 1.2 of the Small-Scale Solar Enrollment Rules, page 4 of 15, paragraph 3, is
that provision outdated and should it be stricken as it was in the statutory change made in 2023?

Response:
Yes, the Company agrees that pursuant to the changes made in § 39-26.6-12(c), Section 1.2 of

the Small-Scale Solar Enrollment Rules, page 4 of 15, paragraph 3, should be stricken. The
Company will amend and refile the proposed changes to the rules to reflect this change.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk and Carrie Gill



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC1-2

Request:

Referencing Section 1.2 of the Small-Scale Solar Enrollment Rules, page 4 of 15, paragraph 6, it
states, “Program Years 2024 through 2026. These prices will remain the same, unless one of the
following three conditions occur.”

a. Please explain what the Company means by “these prices will remain the same.” Does
the Company mean that the prices approved in 2023 for Program Years 2025 and 2026
could change if one of the following three conditions occur”?

b. Are the three conditions listed on page 5 of 15 consistent with the final proposal filed by
the DG Board on December 20, 2023? If not, please provide updated proposed language.

c. Please respond to the same question for Section 1.2 of the Enrollment Rules for the
Greater than 25kW systems (page 4 of 28).

Response:

a. Correct. The Company means that the prices filed in late 2023 and approved in 2024 for
Program Years 2025 and 2026 could change if one of three conditions occurs, in
alignment with the Ceiling Price Adjustment Mechanism included in the final proposal
filed by the Distributed-Generation (DG) Board and Office of Energy Resources (OER)
on December 20, 2023.

b. Yes, the three conditions listed are generally consistent with the final proposal filed by
the DG Board and OER on December 20, 2023; however, the language initially proposed
is not identical, but instead reflects the Company’s best attempt at drafting at the time of
the Company’s filing in November 2023. In light of the final proposal filed by the DG
Board and OER, the Company will revise and refile proposed language to ensure greater
consistency.

c. The Company’s responses to a. and b. also apply to Section 1.2 of the Enrollment Rules
for Greater than 25kW Systems (page 4 of 28).

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk, Carrie Gill and Kenneth Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-3

Request:

Referencing Section 2.1 of the Small-Scale Solar Enrollment Rules, page 8 of 15, paragraph
“Non-Residential,” is the reference to “[t]hese solar systems” the correct terminology? The Non-
Residential Tariff uses the term “Applicant and/or Bill Credit Recipients.”

Response:

The Company will revise its proposed changes to the Small-Scale Solar Enrollment Rules for
consistency with the Tariff language. The Company will revise“[t]hese solar systems” to
“Applicant and/or Bill Credit Recipients.”

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk and Carrie Gill



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-4

Request:

Referencing the comment [A3] on page 8 of 28 of the Enrollment Rules for the Greater than
25kW systems, please explain the nature of the confusion caused by the explanatory language.
What are the new tables depicting?

Response:

In Schedule RIE-2, Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules for Solar (Greater Than

25kW), Wind, Hydro and Anaerobic Digester Projects (Redlined and Annotated), the Company
proposes to delete the third paragraph of the “Prohibition on Project Segmentation” section,
which details exceptions to project segmentation. These exceptions are already detailed in
Section 5 of the Schedule RIE-4, RIPUC No. 2152-J, Renewable Energy Growth Program for
Non- Residential Customers (Redlined and Annotated). Although the descriptions of project
segmentation exceptions are similar, they are not the same, and can lead to different
interpretations, so for clarity purposes, the Company is recommending having a single location
that describes the exceptions in Schedule RIE-4.

For example, Schedule RIE-4 states that: “The DG Projects use the same renewable energy
resource, but they are: (1) electrically segregated; (2) separately metered; and (3) can
demonstrate that 24 months have elapsed between the commencement of operation for one DG
Project and the commencement of construction of any additional DG Project.” In contrast, the
Schedule RIE-2 state: “A Project is not considered segmented if: (1) at least twenty-four (24)
months elapse between the operating start date of the Project and the start of construction of new
distributed generation unit(s) of the same resource technology on the same parcel or a contiguous
parcel.” Currently, the Tariff states that in this exception, the DG Projects must be electrically
segregated and separately metered, but the Rules do not. The Rules state that the DG projects can
be on the same parcel or a contiguous parcel, but the Tariff does not.

There are no new tables proposed in this section, or related to Comment A3. The table below the
aforementioned third paragraph, under “Small Distributed Generation Projects,” and the table
further below under “Large Distributed Generation Projects,” have been moved to the deposits
section. This is simply a reorganization of the Schedule RIE-2.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Kenneth Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-5

Request:

Referencing Section 2.1.3, page 10 of 28 of the Enrollment Rules for the Greater than 25kW
systems, referencing the Department of Environmental Management (DEM), has RI Energy
shared this language with DEM and received confirmation from DEM that the agency agrees
with the process and is prepared to provide the information? If so, please identify the DEM
personnel. If not, please consult with DEM and provide such confirmation in this docket.

Response:

The Company has shared this language from the Enroliment Rules and continues to be in
discussions with DEM. These discussions have been led by DEM’s Director of Legislative
Affairs. The Company will include further revisions, if needed, in its revised Tariffs and Rules
(anticipated to be submitted January 29, 2024).

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Carrie Gill and Kenneth Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-6

Request:

The Company has defined “Preferred Site Adder: an incentive-payment adder to the bid price of
any winning bidder that proposes a distributed generation project in a preferred site that requires
remediation, as determined and confirmed with a signed letter or other form of documentation by
the Rhode Island Department of Environmental Management.”

a. Is it the Company’s position that this definition would apply to all “preferred sites” that
require remediation based on the Company’s definition of Preferred Site?

b. If not, and it is supposed to only apply to brownfield, Superfund, and landfill sites as
proposed by the DG Board, please provide a new label and definition consistent with the
DG Board’s proposal.

Response:

a. No, the Company’s position is that this definition would only apply to brownfield,
Superfund, and landfill sites as proposed by the DG Board.

b. The Company proposes the following revision to the definition of “Preferred Site Adder”
in the non-residential tariff (see Schedule RIE-4, pdf page 105 of 152, Sheet 6 of 18 in
the Redlined tariff):

“Preferred Site Adder: an incentive-payment adder to the bid price
of any winning bidder that proposes a distributed generation
project in a preferred site that requires remediation, which includes
brownfield, Superfund, and landfill sites, as confirmed with a
signed letter or other form of documentation by the Rhode Island
Department of Environmental Management.”

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Carrie Gill and Kenneth Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-7

Request:

Is it RI Energy’s understanding that the proposed “Preferred Site Adder” will apply to 100% of
the project, even if only a portion is located on a brownfield, Superfund, or landfill or will it
apply to that portion located on the brownfield, Superfund, or landfill site similar to the operation
of the carport?

Response:

No, it is not Rhode Island Energy’s understanding that the proposed “Preferred Site Adder”
would apply to 100% of the project if only a portion is located on a brownfield, Superfund, or
landfill site.

Rather, Rhode Island Energy proposes the adder would only apply to the portion of the project
located on a brownfield, Superfund, or landfill site based on the nameplate capacity of the solar
panels sited on the preferred site requiring remediation compared to the overall project’s
nameplate capacity.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Kenneth Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-8

Request:

Is it Rl Energy’s understanding that the DG Board’s proposed remediation adder only applies to
uncapped landfills and not to landfills already capped?

Response:
Yes, it is Rhode Island Energy’s understanding that the DG Board’s incentive-payment adders

for preferred sites requiring remediation applies to uncapped landfills, and not to landfills already
capped.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Carrie Gill and Kenneth Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-9

Request:

Referencing page 11 of 28 of the Enrollment Rules for the Greater than 25kW systems, is the
proposed adder a fixed kWh adder or is it based on the actual incremental costs? If the adder is a
fixed kWh adder, what is the purpose of the requirements in paragraphs 2 and 3 requiring the
actual incremental capital and operating costs?

Response:

It is the Company’s understanding that the DG Board is proposing a fixed Preferred Site Adder.
The purpose of the requirement for Applicants to provide the estimated incremental capital and
operating costs at the time of application, as well as the actual incremental capital costs after
project construction, is to document and compile Rhode Island-specific cost information, that can
be used in the future to further refine Preferred Site Adder values after Program Year 2026, if
applicable.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Kenneth Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-10
Request:
The Company has proposed: “.... Medium-Scale Solar Projects will have the option to extend

their 24 month deadline of achieving operation at expected availability and capacity and meeting
all other requirements under this Tariff by two additional six (6) month periods, but must pay a
Deposit of $7.50 multiplied by the estimated RECs to be generated during the DG Project’s first
year of operation for each six (6) month extension.” (Sheet 8 of 18 of RIPUC Np. 2152-K.

a. How many medium-scale project developers have canceled projects after requesting an
extension of the output deadline over the past three years?

b. How did the Company develop the proposed $7.50 multiplied by the estimated RECs to
be generated during the project’s first year of operation? Why is this a reasonable
amount?

c. Using the smallest and largest-size medium solar project, please provide the range of
performance extension deposits for the class.

d. Are the deposits refundable during the first year of operation? If so, where is that
language relative to the medium-scale solar projects?

Response:

a. Over the past three years, 24 medium-scale projects have canceled projects either through
termination request or through an expired Certificate of Eligibility, broken out by years as
follows: 0 of 9 in 2023, 5 of 19 in 2022, and 19 of 27 in 2021. Medium-scale projects
were not entitled to extensions during this period.

b. In Schedule RIE-4, Sheet 7 of 18, the last paragraph, the Deposit for Small DG Projects
had been $15.00 multiplied by the estimated RECs to be generated during the DG
Project’s first year of operation. In Schedule RIE-2, Page 14 of 28, Medium-Scale Solar
Projects are listed as Small DG Projects. The Company is proposing to continue to allow
Medium-Scale Solar Projects to be awarded Conditional Certificates of Eligibility with
no initial deposit, and then to allow them two 6-month extensions, each set at $7.50
multiplied by the estimated RECs to be generated during the project’s first year of
operation. This would mean that the maximum deposit (assuming two extensions) a
Medium-Scale Solar Project could pay would be $15.00 multiplied by the estimated

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk, Carrie Gill and Kenneth Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 23-44-REG

In Re: 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program — Classes, Ceiling Prices, and
Capacity Targets and 2024-2026 Renewable Energy Growth Program —

Tariffs and Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules

Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests

Issued on January 5, 2024

PUC 1-10, Page 2

RECs to be generated during the project’s first year of operation, in alignment with the
initial deposit for Small DG Projects.

c. Assuming a 25-kilowatt Medium-Scale Solar Project, and a 14.5% capacity factor, an
Applicant would be estimated to produce about 31,755 kWh per year, or about 31 RECs
per year. If this Applicant applied for a 6-month extension at $7.50/REC, that would be
approximately $232.50.

Assuming a 250-kilowatt Medium-Scale Solar Project, and a 14.5% capacity factor, an
Applicant would be estimated to produce about 317,550 kWh per year, or about 317
RECs per year. If this Applicant applied for a 6-month extension at $7.50/REC, that
would be approximately $2,377.50.

The Company utilized a capacity factor of 14.5%, in alignment with SEA Schedule 5,
slide 25, for Medium-Scale Solar Projects.

d. Yes, the deposits shall be refunded to the Applicant during the first year of the DG
Project’s operation, paid quarterly, if awarded a Final Certificate of Eligibility. The
language provided in Schedule RIE-4, Sheet 8 of 18, paragraph 2 applies to all Deposits,
including Deposits received from Medium-Scale Solar Projects.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk, Carrie Gill and Kenneth Campbell



