Celia B. O’Brien 280 Melrose Street &'

Associate General Counsel Providence, Rl 02907

PPL Services Corporation Phone 401-578-2700 Rhode Island Energy”
COBrien@pplweb.com aPPL company
April 1, 2024
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL

Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, RI 02888

RE: Docket No. 2509 — Storm Contingency Fund
Annual Storm Fund Report for 2023

Dear Ms. Massaro:

In accordance with Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission (“PUC” or “Commission”)
Order No. 15360 (August 19, 1997) and paragraph 4(a) of the Joint Proposal and Settlement in
Lieu of Comments Submitted by The Narragansett Electric Company and The Division of Public
Utilities and Carriers (“Division”) (the “Settlement”) approved by the PUC in Docket No. 2509,
attached are ten (10) copies of the Company’s’ Storm Fund Report for calendar year 2023.

Consistent with recent annual Storm Fund Report filings, the Company has omitted the
detailed costs of each of the individual qualifying storm events since the costs are preliminary.
Detailed cost information will be provided at the time the Company files its final accounting in
accordance with Paragraph 4(c) of the Settlement, as modified by Paragraph (10) of the Joint
Proposal and Settlement between the Company and Division approved by the PUC in
Docket No. 4686.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please contact me
at 401-578-2700.

Very truly yours,
Cetea B Ol
Celia B. O’Brien

Attachment

cc: Docket No. 2509 Service List
Docket No. D-11-94 Service List

! The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the “Company”).
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The Narragansett Electric Company
d/b/a Rhode Island Energy
Storm Fund Report — Calendar Year 2023

In compliance with the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission (PUC) order in
Docket No. 2509 regarding Storm Funds and the PUC order in Docket No. 4686 regarding the
Company’s request for Storm Fund replenishment, The Narragansett Electric Company (the
Company or Rhode Island Energy) submits the following annual Storm Fund Report.

Annual Escalation of the Storm Fund Threshold

Effective January 1, 2024, the new Storm Fund Threshold, calculated on Attachment 1 of
this report, is $1,320,000, an increase of 2.94 percent compared with the previous threshold of
$1,282,000. This is in accordance with the Joint Proposal and Settlement (Joint Proposal and
Settlement) that was approved by the PUC in Docket No. 4686. The Threshold amount escalates
every January 1 by the average inflation projection of the Consumer Price Index for All Urban
Consumers (CPI-U) and the Gross Domestic Product Chain-Type Price Index (GDP-CTPI).

Annual Change in the Storm Fund Interest Rate

The interest rate to be applied to the Storm Fund for the period March 1, 2023, through
February 29, 2024, is based upon the average of the monthly rates for the twelve-month period
ended December 31, 2022, for 10-year Constant Maturity Treasury Bonds as reported by the
Federal Reserve Board. As filed with the PUC on January 12, 2023, this average rate for the
twelve-month period ended December 31, 2022, is 2.95 percent.

Incremental Attachment Fee Revenue

Pursuant to the Joint Proposal and Settlement, 50 percent of all revenue received from
attachment and other telecommunication company fees for use of distribution plant in excess of
$850,000 annually is to be credited to the Company’s Storm Fund. In December 2023, $863,177
was credited to the Storm Fund pursuant to this provision.

Non-deferrable Storm Expense

Pursuant to the Amended Settlement Agreement approved by the PUC in Docket No.
4770, the amount of non-deferrable storm expense allowed for recovery through base
distribution rates is set at $3,194,000 annually, subject to the following: If the actual level of
non-deferrable storm expense in any calendar year is greater than $5,194,000, then the amount in
excess of $5,194,000 shall be charged to the Company’s Storm Fund. If the actual level of non-
deferrable storm expense in any calendar year is less than $1,194,000, then the amount by which
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$1,194,000 exceeds the actual non-deferrable storm expense in that calendar year is credited to
the Company’s Storm Fund. For Calendar Year 2023, costs related to the amount of non-
deferrable storm expense are within the base distribution rate allowance of $3,194,000 +/- the $2
million collar, thereby requiring no adjustment to the Storm Fund.

Annual Report of Storm Fund Activity

Attachment 2 reflects a preliminary report of the annual Storm Fund activity, pending
final accounting of storm costs incurred during the calendar year period. This report shows the
opening balance of the Storm Fund, monthly contributions, monthly interest applied, preliminary
charges and/or credits, other entries to the Storm Fund, and the closing balance of the Storm
Fund.

Attachment 3 represents the monthly detail of the preliminary storm-related charges
applied to the Storm Fund during calendar year 2023 by individual storm event. Details of the
costs related to these qualifying Storm Fund storm events will be provided following final
accounting.
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The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

Annual Escalation of Storm Fund Threshold

Line
No. Description Amount
(a)
1 2023 Annual Storm Fund Threshold $1,282,000
2 Multiplied by the average change in CPI-U and GDP-CTPI 2.94%
3 2024 Adjustment to Storm Fund Threshold $37,691
4 Adjusted Annual Storm Fund Threshold for 2024 $1,319,691
5  Rounded Annual Storm Fund Threshold for 2024 $1,320,000
Line Notes:
1/ Effective with new base distribution rates, the Storm Fund threshold amount was increased to
$1,100,000. Consistent with the existing Storm Fund, the threshold amount will increase January 1,
2020 per the Joint Proposal and Settlement, RIPUC Docket No. 4686 and every January 1
thereafter.
2/ CPI-U and GDP-CTPI Adjusted, as shown below:
Year CPI-U % Change GDP-CTPI % Change Average
2022 298.44 120.12
2023 308.10 3.24% 123.29 2.64% 2.94%
3/ Line 1 times Line 2.
4/ Line 1 plus Line 3.

5/

Line 4 rounded to the nearest thousand.
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Estimated
The Narragansett Electric Company
d/b/a Rhode Island Energy
Annual Report of Storm Fund Activity
For the Year Ended December 31, 2023
Monthly Contributions
Line Beginning Monthly Monthly Supplemental Contract Total Monthly Monthly Storm Net Revenue Ending
No.  Month Balance Contribution Contribution Contribution  Termination Charge  Contributions Interest Charges Sharing Adjustment Adjustments Balance
(a) (b (c) (d) (e) () (€] (h) @ ()] (8]

1 January-23 (8$119,646,188) $359,261 $250,000 $4,859,777 $446,357 $5,915,395 ($147,811) (83,383,880) $0 $0 ($117,262,484)
2 February-23 ($117,262,484) $359,261 $250,000 $4,283,617 $343,778 $5,236,656 ($145,266) (81,747,785) $0 $0 ($113,918,878)
3 March-23 ($113,918,878) $359,261 $250,000 $4,391,796 $361,792 $5,362,849 ($286,487) (82,910,042) $0 $0 ($111,752,558)
4 April-23 ($111,752,558) $359,261 $250,000 $4,287,093 $358,924 $5,255,277 ($281,317) (81,055,062) $0 $0 ($107,833,660)
5 May-23 ($107,833,660) $359,261 $250,000 $4,009,755 $330,246 $4,949,263 ($271,551) (8328,535) $0 $0 ($103,484,483)
6 June-23 ($103,484,483) $359,261 $250,000 $4,160,246 $344,516 $5,114,023 ($260,483) (8973,558) $0 $0 ($99,604,501)
7 July-23 (899,604,501) $359,261 $250,000 $5,263,639 $432,118 $6,305,018 ($251,147) (8110,953) $0 $0 ($93,661,583)
8 August-23 (893,661,583) $359,261 $250,000 $5,882,708 $483,158 $6,975,128 ($238,001) ($119,169) $0 $0 ($87,043,625)
9 September-23 (887,043,625) $359,261 $250,000 $5,413,804 $442,301 $6,465,366 ($222,556) (85,214,556) $0 $0 ($86,015,371)
10 October-23 ($86,015,371) $359,261 $250,000 $4,490,522 $368,289 $5,468,071 ($219,401) ($899,209) $0 $0 ($81,665,909)
11 November-23 (881,665,909) $359,261 $250,000 $4,054,771 $332,305 $4,996,337 ($207,483) (8753,147) $0 $0 ($77,630,202)
12 December-23 (877,630,202) $359,261 $250,000 $4,327,936 $352,666 $5,289,863 ($196,982) (8792,017) $0 $863,177 ($72,466,162)
13 Year Ended 12/31/23 ($119,646,188) $4,311,132 $3,000,000 $55,425,665 $4,596,451 $67,333,247 ($2,728.,486) ($18,287,912) $0 $863,177 ($72,466,162)

Column Notes:
The ending calendar year 2022 balance as filed in the Company's April 4, 2022 Annual Storm Fund Report for CY 2022 filing, RIPUC Docket 2509, Attachment 2, Line 12, Column (k)
Per RIPUC Docket No. 4770, the base distribution rate revenue requirement includes $4,311,132 annually as a contribution to the Storm Fund.

(@
(b)
©

(d)
(e)
®
[€3)
(h
O]
O]

(k)

Per RIPUC Docket No. 4323, an additional $3.0 million is to be contributed annually to the Storm Fund commencing February 1, 2013. At the end of the six-year period, the continuation of this supplemental $3.0 million

annual Storm Fund contribution will be subject to PUC review. Per RIPUC Docket No. 4686, an extension of an additional $3.0 million is to be contributed annually to the Storm Fund.

Per RIPUC Docket No. 4686, Storm Fund Replenishment Factor (SFRF) amount commencing July 1, 2017. Per RIPUC Docket No. 4686, the continuation of the SFRF has been extended and, effective April 1, 2022, the SFRF contribution has been increased
from 0.288 € per kWh to 0.788 € per kWh.
Per RIPUC Docket No. 5188, the PUC voted to deposit Contract Termination Charge (CTC) credits to the Storm Fund.
Column (b) + Column (c) + Column (d) + Column (e).
((Current Month Beginning Balance) - (Previous Month Total Contributions / 2) x Current Customer Deposit Rate/12).

See 2023 Storm Fund Report - Attachment 3, Column (o).

In accordance with Paragraph (2) of the Joint Settlement Agreement, RIPUC Docket No. 4686, Net Revenue Sharing is a credit to the Storm Fund reflecting 75 percent of certain proceeds received by the Company for performing storm response services in other
jurisdictions. Net Revenue is defined as the proceeds received or cost reductions achieved for base labor and non-incremental labor overhead costs on all labor (i.e. not just base labor) charged for storm restoration services provided to other utilities, whether
affiliated or non- affiliated, less an amount equal to the labor capitalization rate in the base-rate case in effect during the period in which the storms occurred (41.36 percent for Docket No. 4323 and 53.40 percent for Docket No. 4770).

December 2023 represents 50% of 2023 attachment fee revenue in excess of $850,000 in the amount of $863,177. For Calendar Year 2023, costs related to the amount of non-deferrable storm expense of $2,838,772 are within the base distribution rate allowance

of $3,194,000 +/- a $2 million collar as per the Amended Settlement Agreement in RIPUC Docket No. 4770, thereby requiring no adjustment to the Storm Fund.

Column (a) + Column (f) + Column (g) + Column (h) + Column (i) + Column (j). Ending balance does not reflect true up of storm-related capital costs to actual installed units for storm events experienced after December 2019.



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy
2023 Storm Fund Report
2023 Storm Fund Charges
RIPUC Docket No. 2509
Attachment 3

Estimated
The Narragansett Electric Company
d/b/a Rhode Island Energy
Storm Fund Charges
For the Year Ended December 31, 2023
Line Year Ended
No. Date of Storm Event Storm Event January-23 February-23 March-23 April-23 May-23 June-23 July-23 August-23  September-23 ~ October-23  November-23 December-23 12/31/23
(a) (b) © (d) (© () (9] (h) ® ) (k) U] (m) (n) (0)
1 November 11, 2022 Wind Storm ($528,867) ($539,937) ($951) ($34,097) $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 ($1,103,852)
2 December 22, 2022 Wind /Rain Storm  ($1,583,481) $76,103 ($149,127) $11,168 $1,999  (8255,458) ($85,910) $0 ($3,134) ($1,508) $0 ($82)  ($1,989,430)
3 January 26, 2023 Wind Storm ($1,271,532) ($9,788) ($167,192) ($51,418) ($82) ($108,465) $0 $0 $0 $0 ($20,951) ($8,345)  ($1,637,773)
4 February 3, 2023 Wind Storm S0 (81,274,162) ($234,093) ($5,571) ($175) ($1,814) $0 $0 $412 $0 $0 ($22,598)  (8$1,538,001)
5 March 13, 2023 Winter Storm Sage $0 $0  ($2,358,679)  ($975,144) (8330,277)  ($607,820) (825,043)  ($119,169) $269,185 (8276,729) ($373,600) ($577)  ($4,797,853)
6 September 15, 2023 Hurricane Lee $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 S0 (85,481,019) (8620,972) ($205,538) $806,252 (85,501,277)
7 November 21, 2023 Wind /Rain Storm $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 ($153,058) ($1,514) ($154,571)
7 December 10, 2023 Wind /Rain Storm $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 ($404,787) ($404,787)
8 December 18, 2023 Wind /Rain Storm $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 $0 ($1,160,368)  (81,160,368)
9 Total ($3,383,880)  ($1,747,785)  ($2,910,042) ($1,055,062) ($328,535) (8973,558)  (8110,953)  (8119,169)  (85,214,556) (8899,209) (8753,147) ($792,017)  ($18,287,912)

Column Notes:
(a)
(b)

(c) through (n)
(0)

Represents date of the storm events.
Represents the type of storm event.

Represents the preliminary monthly costs for each storm event.

Sum of Column (c) through (n)




Certificate of Service

I hereby certify that a copy of the cover letter and any materials accompanying this certificate was
electronically transmitted to the individuals listed below.

The paper copies of this filing are being hand delivered to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
and to the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers.

Joanne M. Scanlon

April 1, 2024
Date
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File an original & 8 copies w/:
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk
Public Utilities Commission
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401-780-2107

Docket D-11-94 Review of Rhode Island Energy’s Storm Reports

Christy Hetherington, Esq.
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