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   April 16, 2024 

 
Ms. Luly Massaro, Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
Re:   Docket No. 23-30-WW- Pawtucket Water Supply Board 

General Rate Filing 
 
Dear Ms. Massaro: 
 
 Enclosed please find an original and nine copies of the following document: 
 

1. The Pawtucket Water Supply Board’s Response to the Rhode Island Division of Public 
Utilities and Carriers’ Data Request 11-1 to 7 and 11-9 to 12.  

Please note that an electronic copy of this document has been provided to the service list.  
 
 Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
 
      Sincerely, 
 
 
 
      Joseph A. Keough, Jr. 
 
cc: Service List (via electronic mail) 

Joseph Keough
JKeough



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 23-30-WW 

Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 11 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 11-1: Please provide a copy of PWSB’s negotiated 6-month contract extension with 

Veolia for the continued operation of the Treatment Plant. 
 
Response: Please see attached.  
  
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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DOCKET NO. 23-30-WW 

Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 11 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 11-2: Please provide the contract documentation supporting the $277,193.78 

monthly WTP fee. To the extent this amount is broken down into separate 
components, please provide the separate cost components. 

 
Response: Please see response to Div. 11-1.  
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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______________________________________________________________________________
         
 
Div. 11-3: Regarding PWSB’s Carbon Filters, please provide the following: 
 

a. How many carbon filters exist within the treatment process? 
 

b. How long is each filter in service before it needs to be replaced? 
 

c. How many filters have been replaced in the last 5 years? 
 

d. Were carbon filter replacement costs included in the previous contract? 
 

e. Will carbon filters be included in the new contract? 
 
Response: a. Eight 
 
 b. The useful life of the carbon varies depending on the quantity and quality 

of raw water being treated, but recently we have seen carbon needing 
replacement in approximately two years.  

 
 c. All 8 filters have had carbon replacement twice since 2019. 
 
 d. Yes. 
  
 e. The cost of carbon filter replacement will be a pass-through cost in the new 

contract.  
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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DOCKET NO. 23-30-WW 

Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 11 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 11-4: Please provide support for the $500,000 carbon filter replacement. 
 
Response: The $500,000 annual cost for carbon replacement is based on replacing 

carbon in four filters per year which is based on our current estimates for 
carbon life and replacement. This cost could increase in the future based on 
stricter federal regulations for PFAS.  

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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To The Rhode Island Division of 
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______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 11-5: Please provide support for the $300,000 for facility repairs and replacement. 
 
Response: The PWSB’s water treatment plant is now twenty years old. As such, the 

facility requires repairs and replacement of equipment. For instance, the 
PWSB anticipates having to make clarifier repairs this year that will cost 
approximately $200,000. This cost does not include any other repairs and 
equipment replacement that may be needed.  

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 
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______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 11-6: Please identify the activities that will occur for the $300,000 facility repairs and 

replacement expense. Additionally, please provide evidence that this type of 
repair occurs annually. 

 
Response: Upon further review of this expense, the PWSB’s original estimate of 

$300,000 for annual facilities repair and replacement funds can be reduced 
from $300,000 to $200,000 in the rate year. The new contract will provide a 
provision that the winning bidder will be responsible for the first $20,000 in 
repairs and replacement similar to the contract extension with Veolia. In 
addition, the new contract will include a provision whereby the PWSB will pay 
an amount that may be closer to $200,000 each year toward a fund for repair 
and replacement. The vendor will have to seek permission from the PWSB to 
use this fund for any repairs and replacement projects, and the costs will have 
to be agreed upon. If there are unused funds, they will carry over to the 
following year and any unused funds at the end of the contract will revert to 
the PWSB. This fund will allow for repairs and replacement on an annual 
basis. If the amount of this fund changes when the contract is awarded, it can 
be addressed in the step increases.  

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 11 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 11-7: Please explain who covers the first $20,000 of facility repairs and replacement 

expense. 
 
Response: The treatment plant operator, Veolia, covers the first $20,000 of repairs and 

replacement.  
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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Div. 11-9:  Is the $200,000 clarifier repair taken into consideration in the $300,000 

facility repairs and replacement expense, or is it in addition to the $300,000? 
Please explain. 

 
Response: Yes, the $200,000 clarifier repair taken into consideration in the $300,000 

facility repairs and replacement expense, but see PWSB’s response to Div. 11-
6. 

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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Div. 11-10: Is the $200,000 clarifier expense an annual occurrence? Please provide 

evidence of the frequency of clarifier repairs of this magnitude. 
 
Response: No, the $200,000 clarifier expense is not an annual occurrence. This is the first 

time this clarifier has been repaired. The necessary repair is a result of the age 
of the facility and is typical of the types of repairs that PWSB will now be 
experiencing. Veolia had to make the same repairs on a different clarifier two 
years ago. There are two clarifiers remaining that we anticipate will need 
these same repairs at some point soon. 

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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Div. 11-11: Please provide the supporting basis for the 2% increase for the Local 1012 

wages. 
 
Response: The anticipated 2% increase for FY25 is based on discussions with Pawtucket’s 

City Solicitor who is negotiating the new contract.  
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 11-12: Please indicate when the contract negotiations with the Local 1012 is expected 

to be finalized. 
 
Response: The PWSB does not have a firm date by which negotiations will be finalized.   
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles  
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CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify that on April 16, 2024, I sent a copy of the within to all parties set forth on 
the attached Service List by electronic mail and copies to Luly Massaro, Commission Clerk, by 
electronic mail and regular mail.  
 

Parties Email Distribution Phone 
Pawtucket Water Supply Board 
Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esq. 
Keough & Sweeney 
41 Mendon Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI  02861 
 

jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com; 401-724-3600 
 

James L. DeCelles, P.E. Chief 
Engineer  
Pawtucket Water Supply Board 
85 Branch St. 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
 

decelles@pwsb.org;  
mlecours@pwsb.org 
 
 
 
 
 

401-729-5001 

David Fox, Consultant 
Raftelis Financial Consultants 
 

Dfox@raftelis.com;  

Division of Public Utilities & 
Carriers: 
Gregory Schultz, Esq. 
Dept. of Attorney General 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI  02903 

gschultz@riag.ri.gov; 401-222-2424 
 Al.mancini@dpuc.ri.gov;  

John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Al.contente@dpuc.ri.gov:  

ellen.golde@dpuc.ri.gov; 
Steven.Parrillo@dpuc.ri.gov;  

Machaela.Seaton@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov; 
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Jerome Mierzwa 
Lafayette Morgan 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 
10480 Little Patuxent Pkwy, Suite 
300 
Columbia, MD 21044 
 

jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com;  410-992-7500 

lmorgan@exeterassociates.com;  

File original and nine (9) copies 
w/: Luly E. Massaro, Commission 
Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI 02888 

Luly.massaro@puc.ri.gov; 401-780-2107 
 
 Patricia.lucarelli@puc.ri.gov;  

Christopher.caramello@puc.ri.gov;  

Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov;  

 
 

 
 

        
Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esquire # 4925 

        KEOUGH & SWEENEY, LTD. 
        41 Mendon Avenue 
        Pawtucket, RI   02861 
        (401) 724-3600 (phone) 
        (401) 724-9909 (fax) 
        jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com 
 

mailto:jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com
mailto:lmorgan@exeterassociates.com
mailto:Luly.massaro@puc.ri.gov
mailto:Patricia.lucarelli@puc.ri.gov
mailto:Christopher.caramello@puc.ri.gov
mailto:Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov
Joseph Keough
JKeough




