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State of Rhode Island 

Public Utilities Commission 
 

Minutes of Open Meeting Held on April 29, 2024 
 

An Open Meeting of the Public Utilities Commission (Commission or PUC) was held April 
29, 2024 at 1:00 P.M. in Hearing Room A, 89 Jefferson Boulevard, Warwick, Rhode Island 
to discuss, deliberate, and/or vote on the following dockets. 
 
In attendance:   Chairman Ronald Gerwatowski, Commissioner Abigail Anthony, 
Commissioner John Revens, Cynthia Wilson Frias, Patricia Lucarelli, John Harrington, Todd 
Bianco, Alan Nault, Christopher Caramello, Theodore Smith and Luly Massaro. 
 
I. Chairman Gerwatowski called the Open Meeting to order at 1:00 P.M. A quorum was 

present. 
 

II. Docket No. 24-13-FR – Jamestown & Newport Ferry Company – The Company 
submitted proposed tariff filing for the 2024 season commencing May 18, 2024.  The 
Division of Public Utilities (Division) filed a Memorandum summarizing its review 
of the filing and recommended approval of the rates as filed.  After consideration, the 
following motions were  deliberated: 
1) Commissioner Anthony moved to find that good cause exists under R.I.G..L.  §39-

3-12 to rule without holding a hearing.  Commissioner Revens seconded the 
motion and the motion unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   

2) Commissioner Anthony moved approve the filing consistent with the Division’s 
recommendation.  Commissioner Revens seconded the motion and the motion 
unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   

 
III. Docket No. 24-14-EL – Pascoag Utility District – Pascoag Utility District filed a 

rate application to  implement new rates to take effect May 5, 2024.  The utility 
seeks to increase its revenue requirement of $444,918, a 4.73% increase over the 
test year revenue. Commissioner Anthony moved to suspend the proposed rates to 
conduct investigation and hearing on the rate application.  Commissioner Revens 
seconded the motion and the motion unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   
 

IV. Docket No. 23-23-NG - The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island 
Energy – This docket relates to Rhode Island Energy’s Gas Cost Recovery Charge.  
The tariff requires the Company to calculate the seasonal BTU content based upon 
the prior six-month experience for the equivalent season, which the Company 
proposes that it take effect for the applicable May 1 and November 1 period.  The 
Division submitted a position finding the BTU Content Factor is consistent with 
the approved tariff and recommended approval.  After review, Commissioner 
Anthony moved approve the Company’s filing.  Commissioner Revens seconded 
the motion and the motion unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   
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IV. Docket No. 4237 - The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island Energy – In 
accordance with statutory mandate and Commission  Orders,  Rhode Island Energy 
filed its  2023 Contact Voltage Annual Report on January 12, 2024 and subsequently 
filed a revised report on January 31, 2024. The Division submitted a summary of its 
review of the Company’s filing, provided comments and recommendations to adopt.  
After review, Chairman Gerwatowski to moved adopt the seven recommendations of 
the Division summarized below:  

a. The Narragansett Electric Company shall continue the testing schedule for 
completing 20% of the Designated Contact Voltage Risk Areas in FY 2024. 

b. The Narragansett Electric Company shall continue its current process for 
conducting mobile surveys. 

c. The Narragansett Electric Company shall monitor Institute of Electrical and 
Electronic (IEEE) Standard P1695 and inform the Commission of any changes 
or other actions involving P1695. 

d. The Narragansett Electric Company shall perform post-mitigation testing on 
Company-owned assets by manually testing the areas where previous 
remediation work was completed after the prior year’s mobile survey. 

e. The Company shall develop a comparison of results from the same DCVRA 
between new results and prior results for the DCVRA once the current vendor 
using the advanced technology has completed all five 20 percent area 
assessments so comparable data is being used. 

f. The Narragansett Electric Company shall notify municipalities that own 
streetlights of the increasing trend in mobile events. 

g. The Narragansett Electric Company shall conduct future testing in February and 
a report shall be filed with the Commission by August of each year. 

Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously 
passed.  Vote 3-0.  
 

V. Docket No. 24-10-EL – The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island 
Energy – In accordance with legislative changes and Commission’s directives,  
Rhode Island Energy filed to amend the Company’s Net Metering Tariff Provision 
for effect May 1, 2024.  Commissioner Revens moved to suspend the tariff to                               
conduct discovery and hearing on the Company’s filing.  Commissioner Anthony 
seconded the motion and the motion unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.    
 

VI. Docket No. 23-44-REG - The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island 
Energy and Rhode Island Distributed Generation Board - This docket relates 
to the  Commission’s review of proposals by Rhode Island Energy and the Rhode 
Island Distributed Generation Board (DG Board) for the Renewable Energy 
Growth Program (RE Growth) Years 2024 through 2026.  The proposals are 
submitted pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws 39-26.6 et seq.  Rhode Island Energy 
proposed modifications to the Company’s RE Growth Program and Tariffs and 
Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules.  The DG Board recommended 
renewable energy growth classes, tariffs term lengths, capacity targets and ceiling 
prices and related ceiling price adjustment mechanism for RE Growth Program 
Years 2024 through 2026.   
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The Commission deliberated on the record and identified the various high level 
matters to reach a consensus.   After review, the following motions were developed 
to reflect the consensus reached on the outstanding issues and voted upon.   
 
Classes  

(1) Commissioner Anthony moved that the proposed classes are consistent with the 
Renewable Energy Growth Program law.  The motion was seconded by 
Commissioner Revens and unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0. 

 
Allocations 

(2) Commissioner Anthony moved to approve the recommended 2024 Class Allocations 
except Large Solar II and III.  The motion was seconded by Commissioner Revens 
and unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0. 

(3) Commissioner Anthony moved to approve the recommended 2024 Large Solar II and 
III allocations subject to the following conditions: 

a. Rhode Island Energy shall provide the Commission with an update no later 
than May 31, 2024, on the status of Affected System Operator interconnection 
studies. As a component of that update, Rhode Island Energy will also provide 
an update of the volume of projects expected to be eligible to bid into the 2024 
program year for each of the Renewable Energy Growth large solar classes. 

b. Rhode Island Energy shall make a recommendation to the Commission and 
OER on whether it believes healthy competition may be achieved within these 
class allocations. 

c. Regardless of Rhode Island Energy’s recommendation, if Affected System 
Operator interconnection studies are further delayed, Rhode Island Energy 
will remove the capacity allocated to the Large Solar II and III classes from 
the PY 2024 total allocation. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Revens and unanimously passed.  Vote 
3-0. 

(4) Commissioner Anthony moved to reject the recommended 2025 and 2026 Program    
Year allocations and require a new recommended allocation plan to be filed by the 
DG Board for Program Year 2025 by November 15, 2024.  The motion was seconded 
by Commissioner Revens and unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0.   
 

            Ceiling Prices 
      (5) Commissioner Anthony moved to approve the ceiling prices for Program Years    

2024  through 2026 for all classes except Small Solar I and II subject to the 
following adjustments: 
a.   Program Year 2024 Medium Solar ceiling price shall be 33.15 cents per 

kWh; Program Year 2025 Medium Solar ceiling price shall be 31.95 cents 
per kWh; and Program Year 2026 Medium Solar ceiling price shall be 31.35 
cents per kWh which is equal to the recommended Small Solar II ceiling 
price in each respective year. 

b.  Program Year 2024 Large Solar III and IV ceiling price shall be 18.05 cents 
per kWh; Program Year 2025 Large Solar III and IV ceiling price shall be 
17.45 cents per kWh; and Program Year 2026 Large Solar III and IV ceiling 
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price shall be 17.25 cents per kWh which is equal to the Large Solar II 
ceiling price in each respective year. 

c.  Any party may request that the prices be adjusted, but an adjustment will be 
made only if the evidence shows that the established prices will not result 
in the statutorily required “reasonable rate of return.”  The party proposing 
the adjustment, either up or down, will bear the burden of proof. 

The motion was seconded by Commissioner Revens and unanimously passed.  Vote      
3-0. 

 
(6) Commissioner Anthony moved to approve the Small Solar I and II recommended     
ceiling prices for Program Year 2024 and direct the DG Board to file new 
recommended Program Year 2025 ceiling prices for Small Solar I and II by November 
15, 2024.  Commissioner Revens seconded the motion and the motion was 
unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0. 

 
Reallocations 
(7) Chairman Gerwatowski moved that the Commission provide notice to Rhode     
Island Energy that if there is any reallocation agreed to between Rhode Island Energy, 
the DG Board, and OER.  The Company will be required at the time of seeking cost 
recovery of program expenses to justify the prudence of agreeing to the reallocation if 
the reallocation involves (a) moving megawatts to a class with a higher ceiling price 
from a class or classes with a lower ceiling price or (ii) moving megawatts to a class 
with a lower benefit-cost ratio from a class or classes with a higher benefit-cost ratio.  
Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously passed.  
Vote 3-0. 

 
2024 Landfill and Brownfield Adders 
(8) Commissioner Anthony move to reject the proposed adder and invite the parties to 
file a new pilot proposal at least 105 days prior to the proposed commencement of the 
pilot. The purpose of the pilot should be to align improved siting in the Renewable 
Energy Growth program with other programs and ratepayers’ interests.  At a minimum, 
the proposal shall consider the design of the incentive, the level of compensation, total 
program size, and alignment with other sources of funding for similar policy outcomes 
including, but not limited to the Renewable Energy Fund’s Brownfield incentive, Rhode 
Island Infrastructure Bank Brownfields Revolving Loan Fund, and DEM’s Brownfield 
Site Preparation and Remediation Grant.  Commissioner Revens seconded the motion 
and the motion was unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0. 

 
Tariff Changes 
(9) Commissioner Revens moved to reject Rhode Island Energy’s proposal to remove 
the cap on the performance guarantee deposit without prejudice.  Commissioner 
Anthony seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0. 

 
Future Considerations 
(10)  Commissioner Revens move to open a docket to develop an integrated clean 
and renewable energy procurement plan that considers technology options, procurement 
mechanism options, and policy alternatives and to the extent the Commission directs 



5 

Rhode Island Energy to engage a consultant to conduct analysis within this docket, those 
costs may be funded through the Renewable Energy Growth factor.  The intent is to 
complete the docket by July 1, 2025.  Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion and 
the motion was unanimously passed.  Vote 3-0. 
(11)  Chairman Gerwatowski moved to direct RI Energy to provide to the DG 
Board for consideration of the Program Year 2025 components the following 
information based on SEA’s allocation and ceiling price proposals during the 
development process: (1) overall cost of program; (2) value of market products (should 
include impact of other procurement activities); (3) net cost to ratepayers and bill 
impacts. Commissioner Revens seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously 
passed.  Vote 3-0. 
(12)  Commissioner Anthony moved to approve the proposed tariffs and 
enrollment rules subject to the decisions made today and require Rhode Island Energy 
to make a compliance filing consistent with these decisions by 4:00 p.m. on April 30, 
2024. Commissioner Revens seconded the motion and the motion was unanimously 
passed.  Vote 3-0. 

 
VII. The Open Meeting adjourned at 4:10 A.M.   A web video of the Open Meeting 
discussions can be accessed at https://video.ibm.com/recorded/133566709.   
 
 


