
 
 
 

 

 

July 12, 2024 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND HAND DELIVERY 
 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission  
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI 02888 

RE: Rhode Island Energy’s Gas Long-Range Resource and Requirements Plan 
Forecast Period 2024/25 to 2028/29 
Docket No. 24-27-NG – Exhibit 20 

Dear Ms. Massaro: 

I have enclosed 10 copies of Exhibit 20 to Rhode Island Energy’s1 Gas Long-Range 
Resource and Requirements Plan (“Long-Range Plan” or “LRP”) for the forecast period 2024/25 
to 2028/29.  This filing is being provided pursuant to an agreement reached by the Company and 
the Division that Exhibit 20, consisting of the Fixed + Variable + Commodity Cost per 
dekatherm (“Dth”) per Day by Path for the Existing and Proposed Assets, would be filed by the 
Company with the Commission on or before July 12, 2024.   

Exhibit 20 to the Long-Range Plan includes confidential gas cost pricing information.  
Therefore, the Company has provided a redacted and confidential version of Exhibit 20 to the 
Long-Range Plan and has requested confidential treatment of Exhibits Exhibit 20 pursuant to 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4)(B) and Rule 810-RICR-00-00-1.3(H) of the PUC’s Rules of Practice 
and Procedure.  

 

 

 
1 The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (“Rhode Island Energy” or the “Company”). 
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Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, please contact 
me at 401-709-3359. 

Very truly yours, 

Steven J. Boyajian 

Enclosures 

cc: Docket No. 24-27-NG Service List 
Leo Wold, Esq. 

 Al Mancini, Division, w/confidential version 
 John Bell, Division, w/confidential version 



 

1 
 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

____________________________________ 
 ) 

Gas Long-Range Resource ) 
and Requirements Plan ) Docket No. 24-27-NG 
for the Forecast Period ) 
2024/25 to 2028/29 ) 
 ____________________________________ ) 
 

RHODE ISLAND ENERGY’S MOTON FOR PROTECTIVE  
TREATMENT OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

 
Rhode Island Energy1 respectfully requests that the Rhode Island Public Utilities 

Commission (“PUC”) grant protection from public disclosure for certain confidential, 

competitively sensitive, and proprietary information submitted in this proceeding, as permitted by 

Rule 810-RICR-00-00-1.3(H) of the PUC’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (“Rule 1.3(H)”) and 

R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-22(4)(B).  The Company also requests that, pending entry of that finding, the 

PUC preliminarily grant the Company’s request for confidential treatment pursuant to Rule 

1.3(H)(2). 

I.  BACKGROUND 

On June 28, 2024, the Company submitted its Gas Long-Range Resource and 

Requirements Plan for the Forecast Period 2024/25 to 2028/29 (“LRP”) in the above-captioned 

docket.  The Company and the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers agreed that 

Exhibit 20 to the LRP could be filed on or before July 12, 2024 due to the work required to 

prepare the information contained in that exhibit.  In accordance with Rule 1.3(H)(3), Rhode 

Island Energy has provided a redacted public version and confidential version of Exhibit 20 to the 

LRP.  Therefore, the Company requests that, pursuant to Rule 1.3(H), the PUC afford confidential 

treatment to the gas cost pricing information contained in Exhibit 20. 

 
1 The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (Rhode Island Energy or the Company). 
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II. LEGAL STANDARD 

Rule 1.3(H) provides that access to public records shall be granted in accordance with the 

Access to Public Records Act (“APRA”), R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-1, et seq.  Under APRA, all 

documents and materials submitted in connection with the transaction of official business by an 

agency is deemed to be a “public record,” unless the information contained in such documents and 

materials falls within one of the exceptions specifically identified in R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4).  

To the extent that information provided to the PUC falls within one of the designated exceptions 

to the public records law, the PUC has the authority under the terms of APRA to deem such 

information as confidential and to protect that information from public disclosure. 

In that regard, R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4)(B) provides that the following types of records 

shall not be deemed public: “Trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained from 

a person, firm, or corporation which is of a privileged or confidential nature.”  The Rhode Island 

Supreme Court has held that this confidential information exemption applies where the disclosure 

of information would be likely either (1) to impair the government’s ability to obtain necessary 

information in the future; or (2) to cause substantial harm to the competitive position of the person 

from whom the information was obtained.  Providence Journal, 774 A.2d 40 (R.I. 2001). 

The first prong of the test is satisfied when information is provided to the governmental 

agency and that information is of a kind that would customarily not be released to the public by 

the person from whom it was obtained. Providence Journal, 774 A.2d at 47. 

III. BASIS FOR CONFIDENTIALITY 

The gas pricing information provided in Exhibit 20 is confidential and privileged 

information of the type that the Company would not ordinarily make public.  As such, the 

information should be protected from public disclosure.  Public disclosure of such information 

could impair the Company’s ability to obtain advantageous pricing or other terms in the future, 
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thereby causing substantial competitive harm and ultimately harm to the Company’s customers.  

Accordingly, the Company is providing the information on a voluntary basis to assist the PUC 

with its review of the LRP in this proceeding, but respectfully requests that the PUC provide 

confidential treatment to the information. 

IV. CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, the Company respectfully requests that the PUC grant its 

Motion for Protective Treatment of Confidential Information. 

Respectfully submitted, 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC 
COMPANY d/b/a RHODE ISLAND ENERGY 

By its attorney, 

 
      
Steven J. Boyajian (#7263) 
Robinson & Cole LLP 
One Financial Plaza, 14th Floor 
Providence, RI  02903 
Tel:  (401) 709-3359 
Fax:  (401) 709-3399 
sboyajian@rc.com 

Dated: July 12, 2024 
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Design Year
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Certificate of Service 
 
I hereby certify that a copy of the cover letter and any materials accompanying this certificate was 
electronically transmitted to the individuals listed below.   
 
The paper copies of this filing are being hand delivered to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
and to the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers. 
 

 
___________________________________   July 12, 2024 
Joanne M. Scanlon      Date                                 
 
Docket No. 24-27-NG – The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island 
Energy – Gas Long-Range Resource and Requirements Plan  
Service List as of 6/28/2024 
 
Name/Address E-mail Phone 
The Narragansett Electric Company 
d/b/d Rhode Island Energy 
 
Celia B. O’Brien, Esq. 
280 Melrose Street  
Providence, RI  02907 
 

COBrien@pplweb.com;  401-578-2700 
 

JScanlon@pplweb.com;    

JHutchinson@pplweb.com; 

Rhode Island Energy 
 

TJCrupi@pplweb.com;  
KDao@RIEnergy.com; 
BFlynn@RIEnergy.com;  
BKKirkwood@RIEnergy.com;  
LHHunt@RIEnergy.com; 
tim.jones@lge-ku.com; 
MVLeone@RIEnergy.com; 
Jared.Long@lge-ku.com; 
JMStephens@pplweb.com;  
Stuart.Wilson@lge-ku.com;    

Steven Boyajian, Esq. 
Robinson & Cole LLP 
One Financial Plaza, 14th Floor 
Providence, RI  02903 

SBoyajian@rc.com; 401-709-3337 

lpimentel@rc.com;  

HSeddon@rc.com;  

Division of Public Utilities (DIV) 
Leo Wold, Esq. 
Division of Public Utilities 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI  02903 

Leo.wold@dpuc.ri.gov;   401-780-2177 
 

John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov; 
Al.mancini@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Ellen.Golde@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Paul.roberti@dpuc.ri.gov; 
Machaela.Seaton@dpuc.ri.gov;  



Jerome Mierzwa 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 
10480 Little Patuxent Parkway, Suite 300 
Columbia, MD 21044 

jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com; 
 
 

 

File an original & nine (9) copies w/: 
 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Blvd. 
Warwick, RI  02888 

Luly.massaro@puc.ri.gov;  401-780-2107 
 Patricia.lucarelli@puc.ri.gov;  

Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov; 
Todd.bianco@puc.ri.gov; 
 

Office of Energy Resources 
Christopher Kearns 
 

Christopher.Kearns@energy.ri.gov;  
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