
 

  

Celia B. O’Brien  
Associate General Counsel 
PPL Services Corporation 
COBrien@pplweb.com  

280 Melrose Street 
Providence, RI  02907 
Phone 401-578-2700 

                  
     
 
 
 
    May 31, 2024 

 
VIA HAND DELIVERY & ELECTRONIC MAIL 
 
 
Luly E. Massaro, Division Clerk 
Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
RE:   Docket No. D-11-94 – Review of Preparedness and Restoration Efforts by the  

State’s Electric Utility Companies Related to Tropical Storm Irene 
Motion for Leave to Terminate the Requirement to File the 90-Day Storm Report 

 
Dear Ms. Massaro:  
 

Pursuant to the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers’ (the “Division”) 
Rules of Practice and Procedure, 815-RICR-00-00-1.19, on behalf of The Narragansett Electric 
Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the “Company”), attached is an original and four copies of 
the Company’s motion for leave to terminate the requirement to file the 90-day storm report, 
imposed pursuant to Report and Order No. 20814 issued by the Division on November 20, 2012, 
in the above-referenced docket. 

 
 Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, please contact me 
at 401-578-2700. 
   
           Very truly yours, 

              

          
   
  Celia B. O’Brien 
 
Attachment 
 
cc:   Docket No. D-11-94 Service List 



 
 

STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
DIVISION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS 

 
________________________________________________ 
        ) 
IN RE:  REVIEW OF THE PREPAREDNESS AND  )    
RESTORATION EFFORTS BY THE STATE’S   ) 
ELECTRIC UTILITY COMPANIES RELATED TO THE )    Docket No. D-11-94 
RECENT DAMAGES SUSTAINED FROM TROPICAL ) 
STORM IRENE      )   
________________________________________________) 

 
THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY’S MOTION FOR LEAVE TO 
TERMINATE THE REQUIREMENT TO FILE THE 90-DAY STORM REPORT 

 
 The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the “Company”) hereby 

moves pursuant to Rule 1.19 of the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers’ 

(“Division”) Rules of Practice and Procedure, 815-RICR-00-00-1.19 (hereinafter, “Rule 1.19”), 

for leave to terminate the requirement to file the 90-day storm report imposed pursuant to Report 

and Order No. 20814 (the “Order”) issued by the Division on November 20, 2012.  Following 

damages sustained by Tropical Storm Irene in August 2011, the Division reviewed the 

preparedness and restoration efforts of the State’s mainland electric utilities.  Following this 

review, the Division issued the Order requiring the Company to file a comprehensive written 

report (the “Storm Summary Report”) within ninety (90) days of any major storm event.   

 The Company respectfully requests that the Division grant the Company relief from 

providing the Storm Summary Reports in this docket.  See Rule 1.19 (authorizing the Division 

“to take any action or to enter any order after commencement of a proceeding”).  As discussed 

below, the Division receives all the information contained in the Storm Summary Report through 

other filings and reports that the Company makes to the Rhode Island Public Utilities 

Commission (“Commission”); the Division receives a service copy of each of these filings.  

Because the Storm Summary Report yields no information that is not otherwise provided to the 
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Division, the burden on the Company of submitting, and the burden on the Division of 

reviewing, the Storm Summary Reports filed in this docket is unwarranted and justifies granting 

the requested relief.  The Company, therefore, requests that the Division grant this Motion.    

Background 

A.  The Company Files Detailed Storm Summary Reports with the Division 
 

In response to Tropical Storm Irene, on November 20, 2012, the Division ordered the 

Company to file Storm Summary Reports in this docket within ninety (90) days of major storm 

events.  Order No. 20814 at 79-80.  The intent of the Storm Summary Reports is to evaluate:  

(a) the Company’s preparedness to deal with outages and damages associated with major storm 

events, and (b) the effectiveness of the Company’s restoration efforts following major storm 

events.  See id. at 2.   

 The Division has described the Storm Summary Reports as “a resource tool for 

overseeing the implementation of the [Company’s] preparedness enhancement measures.”   

Order No. 20814 at 80.  The Order does not specify what information the Company must include 

in the Storm Summary Reports.  Instead, the Order simply states that the Company must file a 

comprehensive written report within ninety (90) days of any major storm event.  See id. at 79-80.   

The Company has filed numerous Storm Summary Reports with the Division pursuant to 

the Order.  These reports detail the planning and restoration activities associated with the subject 

storm, including storm monitoring, storm preparation, storm impact, and customers interrupted 

and restored, by hour.  The Company most recently filed with the Division its Storm Summary 

Report for the February 28, 2024 storm on May 15, 2024. 
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B. The Company Also Files the Same Detailed Storm Summary Reports with the 
Commission 

 
In addition to filing the Storm Summary Reports with the Division, the Company also 

must file Storm Summary Reports with the Commission as required by Commission Docket No. 

2509, In re Storm Contingency Funds.  Pursuant to Report and Order No. 15360 issued by the 

Commission on August 19, 1997, the Commission approved a Joint Proposal and Settlement 

between the Company and the Commission regarding the Company’s Storm Fund.  The Joint 

Proposal and Settlement approved by the Commission requires the Company: 

[t]o file with the Commission within 90 days after the occurrence of a storm, 
a report which provides a description of the storm along with a summary of 
the extent of the damage to the Company’s system, including the number of 
outages and length of outages. 
 

Id. at 14.   

 The Company’s reports to the Commission detail the Company’s storm monitoring, 

response, restoration, and overall preparedness for major storm events.  The report describes the 

actions taken leading up to the storm, the storm and its impact, restoration, communications 

during and after the event, and any technology issues that impacted the Company’s preparation, 

response, or restoration efforts during the storm.  The Company most recently filed with the 

Commission its Storm Summary Report for the February 28, 2024 storm on May 15, 2024. 

 As evidenced by the Company’s filings made in Docket Nos. 2509 and D-11-94 for 

February 28, 2024 storm, the information required to satisfy the requirements of Division Order 

No. 20814 and Commission Order No. 15360 are identical.  In fact, the Company routinely files 

the exact same Storm Summary Report with both the Commission and Division, as it did in the 

most recent case of the February 28, 2024 storm.  The Company further provides a copy of the 
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storm reports it makes in Docket No. 2509 to the Division, because the Division is on the service 

list for Docket No. 2509.  

Argument 
 

 Relief from providing the Storm Summary Reports in this docket is justified because the 

reports do not provide any new information to the Division and are entirely duplicative of 

information that is already provided to the Division through the filings made in Docket No. 

2509.  Indeed, the exact information provided to the Division through the Storm Summary 

Reports is already filed with the Commission, and in the exact same time-frame (i.e., within 90 

days of the storm).  The Division receives a service copy of the reports made in Docket No. 2509 

and, thus, the Storm Summary Reports do not provide the Division with any new information.   

 Providing the same report twice to the Division creates little value.  The Division still 

will have access to the Storm Summary Reports through Docket No. 2509. Thus, relieving the 

Company from its obligation to file Storm Summary Reports in Docket No. D-11-94 is 

appropriate under the circumstances.  

Conclusion 

The Company respectfully requests that the Division grant this Motion for leave to 

terminate the requirement to file Storm Summary Reports in Docket No. D-11-94 for all the 

reasons set forth in this Motion.   

 

[Signature page follows]  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 

     THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY  
 

By its attorney, 
 
 

 
 
      
Celia B. O’Brien, Esq. (RI #4484) 
Rhode Island Energy  
280 Melrose Street 
Providence, RI  02907 
(401) 578-2700 

 
Dated:  May 31, 2024 
 
 
 
 
 



Certificate of Service 

I hereby certify that a copy of the cover letter and any materials accompanying this certificate was 
electronically transmitted to the individuals listed below.   

The paper copies of this filing are being hand delivered to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
and to the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers. 

___________________________________ 
Joanne M. Scanlon  

May 31, 2024 
Date 

Docket No.  2509 – The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy Storm 
Fund – Service List as of 4/8/2024 
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Rhode Island Energy  
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Rhode Island Energy 
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Christy Hetherington, Esq. 
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Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov;  
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File an original & 8 copies w/: 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
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Warwick, RI  02888 
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Cynthia.WilsonFrias@puc.ri.gov;   
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Christy Hetherington, Esq. 
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