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RE: Docket No. 22-56-EL — The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy’s
Grid Modernization Plan

Dear Ms. De La Rosa:

The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the “Company”)
respectfully requests that the Public Utilities Commission (“PUC”) issue an order affirming that
the Company has complied with its obligation to file a Grid Modernization Plan (“GMP”) with
the PUC pursuant to Article II, Section C.15.b of the Amended Settlement Agreement (“ASA”)
approved by the PUC at its Open Meeting on August 24, 2018, in Docket Nos. 4770 and 4780!
and to make a finding that the GMP complies with the PUC’s Order No. 23823 in Docket Nos.
4770/4780, thereby satisfying the Company’s obligation thereunder.

Background

The Company filed a GMP with the PUC on December 30, 2022, in the above-referenced
docket pursuant to Article II, Section C.15.b of the ASA, which provides as follows:

Narragansett Electric will file the GMP with the PUC within a reasonable time
after, or in conjunction with, the filing of the Updated AMF Business Case, as
described in Section 16 ... but in any event no later than six (6) months following
the filing of the Updated Business Case to allow the PUC to consider the GMP
and Updated AMF Business Case together.

The Company subsequently filed Supplemental Testimony on August 11, 2023, to
address certain questions and issues regarding the GMP, as discussed at a prehearing conference
held in May 2023. As described in the Company’s initial filing and clarified in the Supplemental
Testimony, the GMP is an informational guidance document and serves as the validation for the
Company’s investment strategy, which will guide future investment proposals the Company will
make to the PUC through the appropriate regulatory proceedings, such as in future Infrastructure,

! See Report and Order No. 23823, Docket Nos. 4770 and 4780 (May 5, 2020). The GMP filed on December 30,
2022, replaced the filing that the Company previously submitted on January 21, 2021, in Docket No. 5114, while
still under National Grid USA ownership. The Company filed a Notice of Withdrawal of that filing in Docket No.
5114 on September 12, 2022.
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Safety and Reliability Plans. Consequently, the Company did not request approval from the
PUC for any specific investments or preauthorization of its investment strategy, or seek any cost
recovery as part of the GMP. Rather, the Company respectfully requested that the PUC issue an
order affirming that the Company has complied with its obligation to file a GMP that meets the
requirements of the ASA. To date, the PUC has taken no action on the Company’s filing.

Company’s Request

Before the Company files its next general rate case, the Company would appreciate a
decision from the PUC regarding the Company’s compliance with its obligation to file a GMP
pursuant to the ASA. Therefore, the Company respectfully restates its request that the PUC issue
an order affirming that the Company has complied with its obligation to file a GMP with the
PUC pursuant to Article II, Section C.15.b of the ASA and, in doing so, to make a finding that
the GMP complies with the PUC’s Order No. 23823 in Docket Nos. 4770/4780, thereby
satisfying the Company’s obligation thereunder.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please contact
me at 401-316-7429.

Very truly yours,
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Jennifer Brooks Hutchinson

cc: Docket No. 22-56-EL Service List
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The paper copies of this filing are being hand delivered to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
and to the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers.
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