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November 25, 2024 
 

 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND HAND DELIVERY 
 
 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
RE:   Docket No. 24-10-EL – The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island  

Energy Tariff Advice to Amend the Net Metering Provision 
Proposal to Incorporate 2023 Legislative Changes   
Responses to PUC Data Requests – Set 1 
                       

Dear Ms. Massaro: 
 
 On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the 
“Company”), enclosed are the Company’s responses to the Public Utilities Commission’s First 
Set of Data Requests issued in the above-referenced docket. 
 
 Thank you for your attention to this filing.  If you have any questions, please contact me 
at 401-784-4263.  

        Sincerely,  
 

         
      

        Andrew S. Marcaccio 
Enclosures 
 
cc: Docket No. 24-10-EL Service List 



The Narragansett Electric Company 
d/b/a Rhode Island Energy 

RIPUC Docket No. 24-10-EL 
In Re:  Tariff Advice to Amend the Net Metering Provision 
Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests 

Issued on November 5, 2024 
   
 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Erica Russell Salk 

PUC 1-1 
 

Request: 
 
Both the current and proposed Net Metering Provision Tariff (Tariff) include a number of special 
entities that are specifically and repeatedly enumerated in sections of the Tariff.  Did RIE 
consider ways to simplify sections of the Tariff for its ratepayers by grouping these defined 
terms under a single defined term, such as “Specified Entities?” 
 
Response: 
 
No, for this iteration of proposed changes to the Tariff, RIE did not consider grouping the special 
entities under a single defined term, such as “Specified Entities”.   
 
The Company’s primary objective for this iteration of proposed changes to the Tariff was to 
reflect the amendments made to the Net Metering Laws, R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-296.4-1 et seq., 
that occurred during the 2023 legislative session and are applicable to the Net Metering Tariff.  
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d/b/a Rhode Island Energy 

RIPUC Docket No. 24-10-EL 
In Re:  Tariff Advice to Amend the Net Metering Provision 
Responses to the Commission’s First Set of Data Requests 

Issued on November 5, 2024 
   
 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Eric Wiesner 

PUC 1-2 
 

Request: 
 
Regarding the specified entities referenced in 1-1, does RIE believe it has any such entities that 
are not also Commercial or Industrial rate class customers?  In other words, does RIE believe it 
has Residential accounts for any customer that meets the Tariff’s definition of the following, and 
if so how many: 
 

a. Public Entities; 
b. Educational Institutions; 
c. Hospital; 
d. Nonprofit; or 
e. Multi-Municipal Collaborative. 

 
Response: 

Yes, RIE believes it has Residential accounts for customers that meet the Tariff’s definition of 
Public Entities, Educational Institutions, Hospitals, Nonprofits, and Multi-Municipal 
Collaboratives.  Please see Table 1 below for how many. 
 

Table 1 

Specified Entities 
(a) 

Number of Total Accounts 
Identified* 

(b) 

Number of Accounts Identified that 
are already NM Off-Takers 

(c) 

1. Public Entities 109 18 

2. Educational Institutions 205 13 

3. Hospital 20 0 

4. Nonprofit 605 116 

5. Multi-Municipal Collaborative Unable to Identify Unable to Identify 

* See methodology for determining totals below.  

To arrive at the totals in Table 1, Column (b), the Company started with all of its approximately 
452,300 Residential accounts. From there, the Company identified 939 Residential accounts that 
appear to match the entities specified in the Tariff (Public Entities, Educational Institutions, 
Hospitals, Nonprofits, and Multi-Municipal Collaboratives).  These entities were identified based 
on their account names (e.g.: accounts under universities, colleges, and schools identified as 
Educational Institutions; accounts under churches, foundations, community organizations 
identified as Nonprofit; accounts under “City Of” or “Town Of” identified as Public Entities, 
etc.).  
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Issued on November 5, 2024 
   
 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Eric Wiesner 

PUC 1-2, page 2 
 

The Company notes there may be additional Residential accounts that are applicable but were 
not identified through this process. 
 
In Table 1, column (c), the Company identified which of the 939 Residential accounts are 
already Net Metering off-taker accounts.  The Company found that 147 accounts are already off-
takers.  
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d/b/a Rhode Island Energy 
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Issued on November 5, 2024 
   
 

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Erica Russell Salk 

PUC 1-3 
 

Request: 
 
Sheet 7 of the proposed Tariff includes the following language: 
 
For projects after April 15, 2023, subject to the allowable two hundred seventy-five megawatts 
alternating current (275MWac), under § 39-26.4-3(a)(1)(vi), the credit shall be reduced by 
twenty percent (20%). 
 
In this context, does removing the words “after April 15, 2023,” change the effect of this 
section? 
 
Response: 
 
Yes, in this context, removing the words “after April 15, 2023,” does change the effect of this 
section.  Removing the words “after April 15, 2023” would suggest that the 20% credit reduction 
applies to all projects subject to the allowable 275MWac cap.  
 
However, one exception to the allowable 275MWac cap is the status of the project as of  
April 15, 2023.  There could be a project before April 15, 2023, that has satisfied the criteria to 
be included in the cap (i.e. the project is in queue as of that date but has not progressed far 
enough in the interconnection process to satisfy the criteria to be excluded from the cap).  
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Erica Russell Salk 

PUC 1-4 
 

Request: 
 
Beginning on Tariff sheet 16, Section II(18) of the proposed Tariff includes language explaining 
a process that includes work to be done by the RI Office of Energy Resources and the PUC.   
 

a. What is the purpose of this language? 
 

b. In RIE’s opinion, what is the effect of removing the language related to process? 
 
Response: 
 

a. The purpose of this language is to inform customers as to what is required for the 
Community Remote Net Metering program.  
 

b. In the Company’s opinion, the provision, while consistent with the statute, is informative 
in nature, and removing the language from the Tariff would not disturb the process required 
by statute.  
 



The Narragansett Electric Company 
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Prepared by or under the supervision of: Eric Wiesner 

 
PUC 1-5 

 
Request: 
 
The proposed Tariff incudes language to implement the statutory limit on certain “ground-
mounted Eligible Net Metering Systems.”  For example, see Sheet 10, Section II(2)(viii). 
 

a. Is there a definition of “ground-mounted” Eligible Net Metering Systems within the 
proposed Tariff? If so, what is it and how was the definition developed?   

 
b. Is there a definition of “in operation or under construction” in the proposed Tariff?  If so, 

what is it and how was it developed?  If not, how does RIE propose to determine if a 
project is “in operation or under construction by July 1, 2030,” in accordance with the 
proposed Tariff Sheet 11, Section II(2)(viii)? 

 
c. How will an applicant know if their proposed project is being treated as a ground-

mounted facility?  
 

Response: 
 

a. No, there is not a definition of “ground-mounted” within the proposed Net Metering 
Tariff.  
 

b. No, there is not a definition of “in operation or under construction” within the proposed 
Net Metering Tariff.  The Company proposes to determine if a project is “in operation or 
under construction by July 1, 2030” by looking at the project status in the interconnection 
process. Specifically, the Company will use the Conditional Approval – Install Generator 
status and step as the milestone in which a project will be considered “under 
construction”; this milestone represents when the Interconnection Service Agreement 
(“ISA”) has been executed by both parties and, when applicable, required construction or 
CIAC payments have been received.  The Company will use Authority to Interconnect 
(“ATI”) as the milestone for “in operation”. 
 

c. The Company considers a proposed solar project as “ground-mounted” if it is structurally 
mounted on the ground and is not roof-mounted, consistent with how the term is defined 
under R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-35-1.1  An applicant will know if their proposed project is 
being treated as a ground-mounted facility because 1) the applicant would indicate on 
their site plan the mounting design details and 2) if the proposed project is being treated 
as a ground-mounted facility (and is subject to the 275MWac cap) the applicant will be 
notified by the Company.  

 
1 R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-35-1 applies to Solar Decommissioning Plans. 
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Eric Wiesner 

PUC 1-6 
 

Request: 
 
How does RIE propose to administer the implementation of the 275 MW AC cap on ground 
mounted facilities if multiple projects are going through the interconnection process that could 
potentially cause the cap to be met?  Specifically address if there will be a queue for use of the 
allocation under the cap, and how that queue will interact with the interconnection queue.  
 
Response: 
 
RIE will screen and identify projects as they enter the interconnection queue and count them 
toward the 275 MW AC cap as applicable.  An initial review already identified in-flight projects 
that fall within the cap.  The queue date (which is the date the project’s application is accepted in 
the expedited and standard process, or when a simple application is given conditional approval) 
will be the determining factor of a project’s position within the “in queue” projects.  Once the 
cap has been fulfilled with in-queue projects, proceeding applications will then be notified of the 
cap fulfillment and placed on a waitlist.  Customers will have the option to keep the application 
on hold on the waitlist, withdraw, or change to another eligible incentive program.  Applications 
on the waitlist will remain on hold and will not progress until capacity is available.  Once the 
275MW CAP has been filled with connected projects, waitlist projects will then be notified to 
either withdraw or apply to another eligible program.  
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Request: 
 
How will RIE treat a project if some of the project capacity falls under the 275 MW AC cap and 
some of the project capacity exceeds the cap?  For example, how will a 10 MW AC facility be 
treated if it is in operation or under construction by July 1, 2030, and the cumulative capacity 
installed under the cap stands at 270 MW AC? 
 
Response: 
 
RIE at the time of the application will notify the customer of its applicability to the 275 MW cap 
and they will have the option to reduce the MW AC of the facility to the remaining capacity 
within the cap, withdraw, remain on the waitlist for a project in queue to withdraw, or apply to 
another eligible program. 
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Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Erica Russell Salk 

PUC 1-8 
 

Request: 
 
Please propose tariff language incorporating how the Company would determine a reasonable 
allocation of consumption to host accounts from off-takers appearing on more than one Schedule 
B and how the Company would manage this issue in future years. 
 
Response: 
 
Using the redlined version of the proposed Net Metering Tariff filed on March 1, 2024, the 
Company proposes to amend Section II(6)(d) as follows:  
 

The Company will develop and apply a default methodology (the methodology to 
be determined and subject to review and approval by the Commission) to avoid 
double counting of consumption for separate projects. For the instances in which 
mutual agreement has not been reached among the affected host accounts and off-
taker to the reasonable satisfaction of the Company as to the allocation of 
consumption to host accounts from off-takers appearing on more than one Schedule 
B that avoids double counting of consumption, the Company will, for purposes of 
the annual reconciliation, allocate the consumption of the off-taker to the host 
account on the basis of each host account's share of the total credits received by the 
off-taker over the annual period. To avoid application of the Company’s default 
methodology, affected host accounts and the affected satellite/off-taker are 
encouraged to enter into discussions in order to agree upon an allocation that 
reasonably allocates percentages of the annual consumption to each host account 
without counting more than 100% in total.   

 
The Company’s goal is to manage this issue in future years in the most efficient and clear way 
for customers.  The Company will be soliciting feedback from the affected host accounts and 
taking lessons learned following this first year of reconciliation implementation.  The Company 
is considering an approach of providing notification to affected host accounts annually (likely 
during the time of the consumption balance report) to allow opportunity for affected host 
accounts to provide reasonable allocations to the Company for use, and additionally, consider 
amending the form of the Schedule B to allow host accounts to identify if satellites appear on 
more than one Schedule B.  
 



Certificate of Service 
 
I hereby certify that a copy of the cover letter and any materials accompanying this certificate was 
electronically transmitted to the individuals listed below.   
 
The paper copies of this filing are being hand delivered to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
and to the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers. 
 

 
___________________________________   November 26, 2025 
Joanne M. Scanlon      Date                  
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