
  

 

Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 

1111 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW 

Washington, DC  20004  +1.202.739.3000 

United States  +1.202.739.3001 

Russell M. Blau 
Leetal Weiss 
russell.blau@morganlewis.com 
leetal.weiss@morganlewis.com 

December 13, 2024        
 
Via Email and Overnight Courier  
 
Stephanie De La Rosa, Commission Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, Rhode Island 02888 
stephanie.delarosa@puc.ri.gov  
 
Re: Application of BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC for Authority as a Class I and 

Class VI Telecommunications Service Provider in the State of Rhode 
Island 

Dear Ms. De La Rosa: 

On behalf of BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC (“Applicant”), please find enclosed for filing the 
above-referenced Application. A check in the amount of $300.00 to cover the requisite filing 
fee, as well as an unredacted copy of Confidential Exhibit D in a separate sealed 
envelope marked “CONFIDENTIAL”, is being sent via overnight mail. 
 

Applicant deems certain information set forth in Confidential Exhibit D to the Application 
to be proprietary and confidential as it consists of commercially sensitive and competitively 
significant financial and business information that is not otherwise released to the public. 
Disclosure of such information to Applicant’s competitors and/or potential competitors may 
prove harmful to Applicant. In accordance with Rule 1.3(H)(3) of the Commission’s Rules 
of Practice and Procedure, Applicant has included its request for confidential treatment of 
Confidential Exhibit D within the Application. Accordingly, Applicant requests that the 
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Commission determine such information to be proprietary and confidential that should not 
be made publicly available.  
 
Please date-stamp the extra copy of this letter and return it in the envelope provided. 
Should you have any questions concerning this filing, please do not hesitate to contact the 
undersigned. 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 
/s/Russell M. Blau   
Russell M. Blau 
Leetal Weiss 
 
Counsel to BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC 
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BEFORE THE 
RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
________________________________________ 

) 
In the Matter of     ) 

) 
BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC    ) 

) Docket No. _______________ 
Application for Authority as a Class I  ) 
and Class VI Telecommunications Service  ) 
Provider in the State of Rhode Island   ) 
________________________________________ ) 
 

STATEMENT OF BUSINESS OPERATIONS 
 

BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC (“Intrepid” or “Applicant”), by its undersigned counsel and 

pursuant to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) order in Docket No. 

2129, hereby files this Statement of Business Operations (“SBO”) to authorize it to provide Class I 

telecommunications services (and to the extent not encompassed by an authorization as a Class I 

provider, authorization to provide Class VI telecommunications services), including but not 

limited to facilities-based local exchange telecommunications services and facilities-based 

interexchange services, throughout the State of Rhode Island. 

In support of this Application, Applicant hereby provides the following information: 

a. Corporate name, complete address, telephone/fax numbers, e-mail address 

BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC 
11001 W 120th Ave, #305 
Broomfield, CO 80021 
Tel: 866-371-1860 
Email: info@intrepidfiber.com  

Applicant is a Delaware corporation. Applicant’s Certificate of Formation is attached as 

Exhibit A. Attached as Exhibit B is Applicant’s authorization to transact business from the Rhode 

Island Secretary of State.  
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b. Local Company name, complete address, telephone/fax numbers, e-mail 
address 

BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC 
11001 W 120th Ave, #305 
Broomfield, CO 80021 
Tel: 866-371-1860 
Email: info@intrepidfiber.com  

c. Business locations   

 Applicant does not have a business office in the State of Rhode Island. Applicant will 

manage its Rhode Island operations from its corporate headquarters in Colorado.  Applicant will 

notify the Commission if it opens a business office in the State of Rhode Island in the future.   

d. Service agent, complete address, telephone/fax numbers, e-mail address 

C T Corporation System 
450 Veterans Memorial Parkway, Suite 7A 
East Providence, Rhode Island 02914 
Email: ECMSTeam3@wolterskluwer.com  
Phone: 877-888-1245 
 

e. Attorney of record, complete address, telephone/fax numbers, e-mail address 

Russell M. Blau 
Leetal Weiss 
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP 
1111 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004 
202-739-3000 (tel) 
202-739-3001 (fax) 
russell.blau@morganlewis.com  
leetal.weiss@morganlewis.com  

 
f. Corporate officers and major stockholders or partners holding a ten percent 

or greater equity interest. 

 The principal officers of Applicant, who are listed below, may be reached at Applicant’s 

principal place of business listed in (a) above.  

John F. (“Jack”) Waters Jr., President 
Tim Bruny, Vice President 
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Jeff Polachek, Vice President 
 

Applicant is a Delaware limited liability company and a direct, wholly owned subsidiary 

of BIF IV Intrepid Holdco LLC (“Parent”), which is owned or controlled by Brookfield 

Infrastructure Fund IV funds and entities (the “BIF IV Entities”) managed by Brookfield 

Infrastructure Partners, LP (“BIF” and together with its subsidiary and operating entities, 

“Brookfield Infrastructure”). Brookfield Infrastructure is a leading global infrastructure company 

that owns and operates high-quality, essential, long-life assets in the utilities, transport, midstream 

and data sectors across North and South America, Asia Pacific and Europe. A corporate 

organization chart is attached as Exhibit C.   

g. General description of operations.   

 Applicant seeks authority to provide facilities-based and resold local exchange and 

interexchange services in the State of Rhode Island. Intrepid plans to provide facilities-based point-

to-point telecommunications services, such as Ethernet and other similar high-bandwidth services, 

for high-speed data transport throughout the State of Rhode Island. Applicant intends to provide 

its services using fiber optic cable along with other equipment and facilities to originate, terminate, 

and amplify signals. Applicant proposes to build a fiber-based network in Rhode Island, which 

Applicant plans to construct to customer locations in order to provide its services. Applicant does 

not currently own or lease facilities in Rhode Island. Applicant will provide services to enterprise 

customers and to other communications providers on a wholesale basis and does not intend to 

directly serve residential customers. Applicant does not intend to furnish switched voice local retail 

services or switched voice interexchange services to customers in Rhode Island.  

Applicant is currently authorized to provide telecommunications services in the states of 

Alabama, Arizona, Arkansas, California, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, 
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Iowa, Kansas, Kentucky, Louisiana, Maryland, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, 

Montana, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Jersey, New Mexico, New York, North Carolina, North 

Dakota, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Carolina, South Dakota, Tennessee, Texas, Utah, 

Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.  

On April 28, 2023, the Florida Public Service Commission (“FL PSC”) opened a 

compliance investigation of multiple telecommunications utilities, including Applicant, for failure 

to submit Regulatory Assessment Fee (RAF) for calendar year 2022 (Docket No. 20230054). 

Applicant did not intentionally ignore its obligations to submit its RAF. Due to internal 

miscommunication and administrative oversight, Applicant failed to timely pay the RAF fee and 

respond to the Proposed Agency Action (PAA) Order (Order No. PSC-2023-0147-PAA-TX). 

Since Applicant did not file a response to the PAA Order, the FL PSC issued a Consummating 

Order effectively cancelling Applicant’s Certificate No. 8971 on May 24, 2023, and referred the 

RAF and penalties to the Florida Department of Financial Services. Applicant paid the RAF and 

associated penalties on June 28, 2023. Applicant was granted a new Certificate in Florida on 

November 13, 2023. 

Applicant has sufficient financial resources to initiate and maintain the telecommunications 

services in Rhode Island as proposed in this Application. To demonstrate Applicant’s financial 

qualification to operate in Rhode Island, Applicant provides Intrepid’s most recent balance sheet 

and income statement under seal as Confidential Exhibit D. Intrepid is a privately owned company 

that does not release its financial statements to the public. Applicant therefore requests confidential 

treatment of the financial statements. As shown in these documents, Applicant has sufficient 

capital resources and is financially qualified to operate within the State of Rhode Island. 
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h. Description, in detail, of the customer service organization to be employed in 
serving carriers and end users.   

Applicant is managed and operated by a highly skilled team with substantial expertise and 

experience in the communications industry, including extensive telecommunications business, 

technical, and managerial expertise. Descriptions of the qualifications and backgrounds for the key 

personnel for Applicant’s operations, including Applicant’s officers and directors, are provided in 

Exhibit E as evidence that the Applicant possesses the technical and managerial capability 

necessary to provide high quality services to customers in Rhode Island. These biographies reflect 

management’s substantial communications industry experience and expertise, and demonstrate 

that the Applicant possesses significant managerial and technical expertise operating a variety of 

communications services. Applicant will have the managerial and technical capability necessary 

to provide high quality services to customers in Rhode Island.   

i. Customer service contact, complete address, telephone/fax numbers, e-mail 
address  

Customers with complaints or inquiries may contact the Applicant toll free at (866) 371-

1860 or via email at info@intrepidfiber.com. In addition, the individual the Commission should 

contact regarding customer inquiries is:   

Eric Voss 
Director, Market Expansion 
BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC 

  11001 W 120th Ave, #305 
Broomfield, CO 80021 
Tel: (866) 371-1860 
eric.voss@intrepidfiber.com  
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j. Regulatory complete address, telephone/fax numbers, e-mail address  

The Commission should contact the following person for questions regarding Applicant’s 

ongoing operations, including but not limited to general regulatory questions, Applicant’s annual and 

other periodic reports and regulatory fees: 

Eric Voss 
Director, Market Expansion 
BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC 

  11001 W 120th Ave, #305 
Broomfield, CO 80021 
Tel: (866) 371-1860 
eric.voss@intrepidfiber.com  
 

k. Company website URL, if available 

The Applicant’s website is located at www.intrepidfiber.com.   

i. Public Interest Considerations 

 Applicant asserts that grant of this application will serve the public interest.  Applicant will 

deploy and expand the availability of competitive telecommunications infrastructure in the State 

of Rhode Island, thereby driving prices closer to costs and ensuring just and reasonable rates in 

addition to promoting efficiency in the delivery of services and in the development of new services. 

Applicant will provide customers high quality, cost effective telecommunications services, with 

an emphasis on customer service. And as demonstrated in this Application, Intrepid is financially 

and technically qualified and meets the requirements to provide telecommunications services. 

Grant of the requested authority is in the public interest because Applicant’s telecommunications 

services will strengthen competition and contribute to the further development of the State’s 

telecommunications infrastructure.  
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 WHEREFORE, BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC, respectfully requests that the Commission 

grant it authority to provide Class I and Class VI telecommunications services throughout the State 

of Rhode Island. 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

 

 
  

/s/ Russell M. Blau 
 
Russell M. Blau 
Leetal Weiss 
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP 
1111 Pennsylvania Ave., N.W. 
Washington, DC 20004 
Tel: 202-739-3000 
Fax: 202-739-3001 
russell.blau@morganlewis.com  
leetal.weiss@morganlewis.com  
  

 
Counsel for BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC 

 
Dated: December 13, 2024  

PUBLIC VERSION

mailto:russell.blau@morganlewis.com
mailto:leetal.weiss@morganlewis.com


 

 

LIST OF EXHIBITS 
 
 
Exhibit A   Certificate of Formation 
 
Exhibit B Authority to Transact Business 
 
Exhibit C Organization Chart 
 
Exhibit D 
 

Financial Statements  
[CONFIDENTIAL - CONTAINS PRIVILEGED    
INFORMATION - DO NOT RELEASE]  

Exhibit E Management Biographies  
 

Verification 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

Certificate of Formation 
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Delaware
The First State

Page 1

                  

6345257   8100 Authentication: 204545544
SR# 20213644684 Date: 10-29-21
You may verify this certificate online at corp.delaware.gov/authver.shtml

I, JEFFREY W. BULLOCK, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF 

DELAWARE, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THE ATTACHED IS A TRUE AND CORRECT 

COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE OF FORMATION OF “BIF IV INTREPID OPCO 

LLC”, FILED IN THIS OFFICE ON THE TWENTY-EIGHTH DAY OF OCTOBER, 

A.D. 2021, AT 4:32 O`CLOCK P.M.    

Delaware  
The First State 

I, JEFFREY W. BULLOCK, SECRETARY OF STATE OF THE STATE OF 

DELAWARE, DO HEREBY CERTIFY THE ATTACHED IS A TRUE AND CORRECT 

COPY OF THE CERTIFICATE OF FORMATION OF "BIF IV INTREPID OPCO 

LLC", FILED IN THIS OFFICE ON THE TWENTY—EIGHTH DAY OF OCTOBER, 

A.D. 2021, AT 4:32 O'CLOCK P.M. 

6345257 8100 
SR# 20213644684 

Page 1 

Authentication: 204545544 
Date: 10-29-21 

You may verify this certificate online at corp.delaware.gov/authver.shtml 
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State of Delaware 
Secretary of State 

Division of Corporations 
Delivered 04:32 PM 10/28/2021 
FILED 04:32 PM 10/28/2021 

SR 20213644684 - File Number 6345257 CERTIFICATE OF FORMATION 

OF 

BIF IV INTREPID OPCO LLC 

This Certificate of Formation of BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC is being duly 
executed and filed by Fred Day, as an authorized person, to form a limited liability 
company under the Delaware Limited Liability Company Act (6 Del.C. § 18-101, et 

FIRST: The name of the limited liability company formed hereby is "BIF 
IV Intrepid OpCo LLC". 

SECOND: The address of the registered office of BIF IV Intrepid OpCo 
LLC in the State of Delaware and the name and address of the registered agent for service 
of process on BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC in the State of Delaware are: Corporation 
Service Company, 251 Little Falls Drive, Wilmington, Delaware 19808, USA. 

THIRD: This Certificate of Formation shall be effective on the date of 
filing. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the undersigned has executed this Certificate 
of Formation on October 28, 2021. 

By: is/Fred Day 
Name: Fred Day 
Title: Authorized Person 

WEIL:1082248351112971t0283 
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EXHIBIT B 
 

Authority to Transact Business in Rhode Island 
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RI SOS   Filing Number: 202461301030     Date: 11/22/2024 2:30:00 PM
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State of Rhode Island
Department of State  |  Office of the Secretary of State
Gregg M. Amore, Secretary of State

I, GREGG M. AMORE, Secretary of State of the State of Rhode Island, 

hereby certify that this document, duly executed in accordance with the provisions 

of Title 7 of the General Laws of Rhode Island, as amended, has been filed in this

office on this day:

Gregg M. Amore 
Secretary of State

November 22, 2024 02:30 PM

RI SOS   Filing Number: 202461301030     Date: 11/22/2024 2:30:00 PM
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EXHIBIT C 
 

Organization Chart  
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BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC 

BIF IV Intrepid HoldCo LLC 

BIF IV Intrepid Aggregator 
(Delaware) LLC 

BIF IV Entities
(As Defined in Application)

Brookfield 
Infrastructure 
Partners, LP

99.00%

100%

Collectively,
100.00%

BIF IV Intrepid OpCo LLC

Direct or indirect 
control
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EXHIBIT D 
 

Financial Statements 
 

[CONFIDENTIAL - SUBMITTED UNDER SEAL] 
 

Applicant requests confidential treatment of Exhibit D. The information submitted as Exhibit D 
constitutes commercially sensitive and competitively significant financial and business 
information that is not otherwise released to the public. Unrestricted availability of this information 
would provide competitors with knowledge that would be otherwise unavailable and could place 
Applicant at a competitive disadvantage. Confidential and trade secret treatment is therefore 
required to avoid commercial and competitive injury. 
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EXHIBIT E 
 

Management Biographies 
 

Jack Waters 
Chief Executive Officer 
Jack Waters has over 30 years’ experience in the telecommunications and Internet industry. He 
has held numerous positions in both executive business roles as well as engineering and operations 
roles. He has led construction projects for both terrestrial and subsea fiber networks totaling 
millions of fiber miles being deployed in North America, Europe, and Asia. 
 
Jack currently serves as the Chairman of the board of Digital 9 Infrastructure PLC, a UK London 
Stock Exchange listed investment trust focused on digital infrastructure. Since inception in March 
of 2021, he has led the raising of over $1B from the public markets. The trust has invested over 
$500M in digital infrastructure assets including Aquacomms, a subsea fiber company, and Verne 
Global, an Icelandic data center company. 
 
Most recently, Jack was president of Zayo Networks and chief operating officer (COO) at Zayo 
Group. In this role, he oversaw the company’s global Network business, including the Fiber 
Solutions, Transport, Enterprise and strategic networks businesses in addition to network 
operations and security. During his tenure, Zayo networks revenue and EBITDA growth was 5-
8% resulting in the super majority of Zayo’s exit Enterprise value of ~$14B. Prior to this role, he 
served as Zayo’s president of Fiber Solutions and chief technology officer (CTO) and achieved 
Revenue and EBITDA growth of ~8-10%. 
 
Prior to joining Zayo, Jack was CTO at Level 3 Communications, where he was one of the 
founding senior executives focused on global network technology, architecture, engineering, 
process and security. He joined Level 3 in 1997 and held numerous leadership roles spanning 
global operations and engineering and was responsible for the original Level 3 network buildout. 
Jack’s career also includes management positions at MCI Communications and the Southeastern 
University Research and Academic Network. 
 
Jack has served on the board of directors for the Colorado Technology Association and the 
Computing Advisory Board at the University of Colorado. He has also served on the Technology 
Advisory Council for the Federal Communications Commission. He holds a B.S. in Electrical 
Engineering from West Virginia University and a Master of Science in Electrical Engineering from 
Johns Hopkins University. Jack speaks frequently at industry events. 
 
Dave Cooper 
Chief Technology Officer 
Dave Cooper has over 25 years of experience in the telecommunications and Internet industry. He 
has held executive leadership positions within Engineering and Product Management and is an 
established industry expert in designing and building large-scale fiber-optic, IP and Content-
Delivery networks. Most recently, Dave held a Senior Vice President, Edge Computing role at 
Lumen Technologies, serving as General Manager of Lumen's cloud computing business 
responsible for Engineering, Software Development, Product Management, Operations and Sales. 
Prior to this position, Dave served as Senior Vice President, Network Architecture at Lumen 
reporting to the CTO. In this position, Dave was responsible for Lumen's global network design 
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and architecture, including terrestrial and subsea fiber-optic plant, consumer broadband (FTTH), 
Optical, Ethernet, IP and Voice networks. 
 
Over the course of his career, spanning Global Crossing, Level 3 Communications, CenturyLink 
and Lumen, Dave served key leadership positions responsible for the design and engineering of 
the world's largest fiber-optic, optical and IP networks. During this time, Dave contributed 
significantly to the Internet Industry co-authoring numerous Internet Engineering Task Force 
(IETF) standards in the areas of Ethernet, MPLS Fast-Reroute, Routing and Traffic Engineering. 
Many of these standards are still in use today across the global telecommunications  infrastructure. 
He also holds five US Patents in the areas of Optical Switching, Routing and Security. 
 
Dave holds a BA and MBA from California State University, Sacramento.. 
 
Tim Bruny 
Chief Financial Officer 
Tim Bruny has over 20 years of experience within the Telecommunications industry. He has held 
numerous leadership roles within the Finance organization including Financial Planning, 
Accounting, Customer Operations, and Vendor Management. During this time, he has managed 
various teams and projects in both the US and worldwide. 
 
Most recently, Tim held a Vice President Financial Planning & Analysis role at Lumen 
Technologies, where he led cost transformation efforts resulting in over ~$1B of annual run-rate 
savings. Within this role, Tim partnered with the Operational leads to drive efficiency savings 
through automation, network synergies and vendor negotiations across both Network and 
Operational expense budgets. 
 
Over the course of his career, Tim has been a proven leader focused on process optimization to 
enable top-line growth, margin expansion and profitable returns on investments. During his tenure 
at Lumen, Tim worked on multiple mergers and acquisitions helping drive organizational 
efficiency and effectiveness across the combined ecosystem. 
 
Tim holds a B.S. in Business Administration (Finance) from Colorado State University. 
 
Jeff Polachek 
Operations & Construction 
Jeff Polachek has over 25 years of experience within the Telecommunications and Construction 
industry. He has held leadership positions within Engineering, Construction, Network  
Development, Network Operations, and Service Delivery. Jeff has led initiatives investing billions 
of dollars in infrastructure, resulting in hundreds of thousands of miles of fiber network. Most 
recently, Jeff held a Vice President, Network Implementation position at Lumen Technologies, 
where he led the network development and deployment functions for Enterprise and Core Network 
Services. Within this role, Jeff led the investment into expanding the backhaul infrastructure, as 
well as extending the capillarity of the metro networks to serve new customers and territories, 
resulting in a multi-year deployment of over $1 Billion in capital infrastructure across North 
America. 
 
During his tenure at Lumen, Jeff has navigated through multiple mergers and acquisitions, and has 
held extensive leadership roles in nearly all aspects of Operations, Engineering, and 
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Construction. Prior to his time at Lumen, Jeff had direct experience in engineering and 
construction of fiber-based networks, including the development of markets from inception 
through the United States. Over the course of his career, Jeff has been a proven leader in delivering 
on complex design and projects. 
 
Jeff holds a B.S. in Civil and Environmental Engineering from the Pennsylvania State 
University. 
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VERIFICATION 
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