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Andrew S. Marcaccio, Counsel 280 Melrose Street
PPL Services Corporation Providence, RI 02907 %5
AMarcaccio@pplweb.com Phone 401-784-4263 Rhode Island Ene rqy

a PPL company

January 17, 2025

VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND HAND DELIVERY

Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, RI 02888

RE: Docket No. 24-10-EL — The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island
Energy Tariff Advice to Amend the Net Metering Provision
Proposal to Incorporate 2023 Legislative Changes
Responses to GridWealth’s Data Requests — Set 1

Dear Ms. Massaro:

On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the
“Company”), enclosed are the Company’s responses to GridWealth’s First Set of Data Requests
issued in the above-referenced docket.

Thank you for your attention to this filing. If you have any questions, please contact me

at 401-784-4263.
Sincerely,

FHe A —

Andrew S. Marcaccio
Enclosures

cc: Docket No. 24-10-EL Service List



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-10-EL

In Re: Tariff Advice to Amend the Net Metering Provision
Responses to GridWealth’s First Set of Data Requests
Issued on January 8, 2025

GW1-1

Request:

Please refer to RIE’s response to PUC 1-5-c. The Company indicates that a project would be
included in the 275 MWac cap on ground mounted projects, as indicated in the General Laws
at § 39-26.4-3(a)(1)(vi), if it meets the definition of “ground mount” included in R.I. General
Laws § 39-35-1, which states,

"Ground-mounted solar system" means a solar electric system that is structurally mounted on
the ground and is not roof-mounted.

a. How would “ground mounted solar systems” be distinguished from “roof-mounted
solar systems™?

b. Are “ground-mounted solar systems” designed to sit on a racking structure that is
close to the ground and anchored or ballasted to the ground?

c. Do “ground-mounted solar systems” occupy the ground space such that no activity
can take place under the array?

d. Are “roof-mounted solar systems” installed on structures that allow the safe and
continuous use of substantially all the ground area beneath the solar array?

e. Could “roof mounted solar systems” be installed over parking areas, walkways,
recreation areas, or agriculturally used land?

f. Could “roof-mounted solar systems” be building-integrated, like an awning, or
decorative in nature, like an elevated “solar tree?”

Response:

In the Company’s response to PUC 1-5-c, the Company indicated that a project would
be considered “ground-mounted” if it is structurally mounted on the ground and is not
roof-mounted, which is consistent with how the term ground-mounted was recently
defined in state law.! Whether a ground-mounted project is subject to the 275MWac cap
depends on additional criteria as specified in the Net Metering Law, R.I. Gen. Laws

§ 39-26.4-3. For example, off-shore wind is excluded from the cap as well as systems
configured behind the same meter as the net-metering customer’s load and systems
serving electric account(s) of the same owner of record that are located on the same or
contiguous parcel.

'See R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-35-1. The definition was enacted into state law during the 2024 legislative session. See
P.L. 2024, ch. 380, § 1, effective January 1, 2025; P.L. 2024, ch. 381, § 1, effective January 1, 2025.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-10-EL

In Re: Tariff Advice to Amend the Net Metering Provision
Responses to GridWealth’s First Set of Data Requests
Issued on January 8, 2025

GW 1-1, page 2

a. Ground-mounted solar systems would be distinguished from roof-mounted solar
systems based on the mounting details specified by the applicant on the site plan.
As indicated in the name, a ground-mounted solar system is structurally mounted
on the ground, whereas a roof-mounted solar system is structurally mounted on a
roof.

b. These design details are determined by the project developer. The Company
understands that ground-mounted solar systems can use a variety of racks, poles,
and other foundations to support the arrays.> Rack mounting is one type of
mounting system. Different design factors may dictate the array elevation, or
how close to the ground the system is.

c. These design details are determined by the project developer. The Company
understands that there may be space under a ground mounted system.

d. Roof-mounted solar systems are installed on the exterior surface on the top of a
building.

e. No, not with the understanding that roof-mounted solar systems are installed on
the exterior surface on the top of a building.

f.  No, not with the understanding that roof-mounted solar systems are installed on
the exterior surface on the top of a building.

2 https://www.nabcep.org/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/NABCEP-PV-Guide-7-16-13-W.pdf

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-10-EL

In Re: Tariff Advice to Amend the Net Metering Provision
Responses to GridWealth’s First Set of Data Requests
Issued on January 8, 2025

GW 1-2

Request:

To provide needed clarity, would the Company consider adopting a more specific and
differentiating definition of “roof mounted solar system” into the proposed Net Metering
Provision amendments, such as:

“Roof mounted solar system” means a solar electric system that is structurally
mounted on a building, or on a structure that allows for substantially all the ground
area below the solar electric system to be usable for other purposes, including but not
limited to driving, parking, walking, livestock grazing, agriculture, or recreation.

Response:

At this time, the Company is not considering adopting the proposed definition above or
amending its definition of ground-mounted. The Company interprets the types of systems
referenced in the proposed definition above to be ground-mounted as the system is structurally
mounted on the ground independent of the amount of space between the ground and the system.

The language in the Net Metering Law, R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-26.4-3(a)(1)(vi), provides certain
exclusions to the 275MWac cap such as off-shore wind, systems configured behind the same
meter as the net-metering customer’s load, and systems serving electric account(s) of the same
owner of record that are located on the same or contiguous parcel. Therefore, depending on the
design details, systems referred to in the proposed definition above could be excluded from the
cap contingent upon the configuration (i.e. if co-located with load, i.e. not remote net metering).

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-10-EL

In Re: Tariff Advice to Amend the Net Metering Provision
Responses to GridWealth’s First Set of Data Requests
Issued on January 8, 2025

GW 1-3

Request:

Please refer to RIE’s response to PUC 1-5-c. where it states the applicant would know its
project is a ground mounted system included in the cap and the twenty percent (20%)
reduction in net metering value because “1) the applicant would indicate on their site plan the
mounting design details and 2) if the proposed project is being treated as a ground-mounted
facility (and is subject to the 275MWac cap) the applicant will be notified by the Company.”

a.  Will the Company notify all applicants that they are or are not a ground mounted
system, to affirmatively distinguish projects that are roof-mounted solar systems versus
those that are ground-mounted solar systems?

b.  Will the Company notify applicants of such status at a specific stage of the
interconnection process, committing to provide this determination at Conditional
Approval for Simplified Process projects, and the Initial Review stage of both Expedited
and Standard Process projects?

c. For projects that have been proposed after April 15, 2023, and could be included in the
275 MWac cap, but have already passed the stages of the interconnection process stated
in b. above, will the Company notify projects of their status under the cap within 20
business days of the final Commission approval of the Net Metering Provision
amendments at issue in this proceeding? If not, please specify another timeframe for
this notification that would be acceptable to the Company.

Response:

a. No, the Company will not notify all applicants that they are or are not a ground-
mounted system. The Company will only notify the applicants of a proposed project
that is subject to the 275MWac cap.

b. The Company will notify applicants of a proposed project that is subject to the
275MWac cap at the “application submitted or accepted” stage of the interconnection
process, whichever is applicable, via “an official email communication identifying that
the project is subject to the cap”.

c.  Yes, the Company will notify proposed projects of their status under the cap within 20

business days of the final Commission approval of the Net Metering Provision
amendments.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Erica Russell Salk
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