STEVEN J. BOYAJIAN

One Financial Plaza, 14th Floor
Providence, RI 02903-2485
Main (401) 709-3300

Fax (401) 709-3399
sboyajian@rc.com

Direct (401) 709-3359

Also admitted in Massachusetts

April 18, 2025
VIA HAND DELIVERY AND ELECTRONIC MAIL

Stephanie De La Rosa, Commission Clerk
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, Rl 02888

RE: Docket No. 24-50-REG - RI Distributed Generation Board
2025 Renewable Energy Growth Program
Responses to the Public Utilities Commission’s
Second Set of Data Reguests - Compliance

Dear Ms. De La Rosa:

On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the
“Company™), | have enclosed the Company’s responses to the Public Utilities Commission’s
Second Set of Data Requests — Compliance in the above-referenced docket.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please contact me
at (401) 709-3359.

Sincerely,

Steven J. Boyajian
Enclosure
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The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-50-REG

In Re: RI Distributed Generation Board

2025 Renewable Energy Growth Program

Responses to Commission’s Second Set of Data Requests — Compliance
Issued April 4, 2025

PUC 2-1

Request:

Section 2.1.4 of the Enrollment Rules for projects greater than 25kW sets forth requirements for
Application Completeness and Timelines. There appears to be overlap in the proposed section
titled Brownfield Remediation Incentive Pilot for Large-Scale Solar 1 and 11 Projects. In
addition, the requirements appear to go beyond the requirements of the PUC’s February 20, 2025
decision. In addition, some of the language appears internally redundant, potentially vague, and
the required information potentially unreliable. Finally, the language appears to put the burden
on the developer to conduct the analysis required of RI Energy, OER, and/or the Division
following the end of the pilot.

Please submit for review, proposed language that would only include the following requirements
for incremental information to be included in the Application:

a. Verification from Rl DEM that the project is located on a brownfield in need of
remediation;

b. Map of the property with the brownfield outlined with an overlay of all solar panels and a
calculation of the percentage of capacity on the brownfield requiring remediation
compared to the total capacity of the project;

c. Detailed site remediation quote;

d. Remediation report and actual costs.

Response:

Please see the revised Section 2.1.4 of the Enrollment Rules for projects greater than 25 kW
below:

Large-Scale Solar I and Il projects sited on a brownfield that requires remediation may be
eligible to receive a Brownfield Remediation Incentive. The Brownfield Remediation Incentive
is a one-time payment of $140/kW DC of nameplate capacity and is offered for the portion of a
project that is sited on a brownfield requiring remediation, based on the nameplate capacity of
the solar panels sited on the brownfield requiring remediation compared to the overall project’s
nameplate capacity. The purpose of the Brownfield Remediation Incentive is to incentivize the
remediation of brownfields, and subsequent siting of solar projects on them. The Brownfield



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-50-REG

In Re: RI Distributed Generation Board

2025 Renewable Energy Growth Program

Responses to Commission’s Second Set of Data Requests — Compliance
Issued April 4, 2025

PUC 2-1, Page 2

Remediation Incentive program will remain in effect until $2.5 million has been allocated,
subject to an interim review by the Commission.

To apply for the Brownfield Remediation Incentive, the Applicant must receive verification from
R1 DEM that the project will be sited on a brownfield requiring remediation, and which will still
require remediation by the end of the calendar year the Applicant plans to apply in. The
Applicant must follow the process and requirements of RI DEM including but not limited to
providing a map of the property with the brownfield outlined with an overlay of all solar panels
and a calculation of the percentage of capacity on the brownfield requiring remediation
compared to the total capacity of the project. To meet the eligibility and minimum threshold
requirements of the RE Growth Brownfield Remediation Incentive, the Applicant must provide
the Rl DEM letter, or other form of verification issued by Rl DEM, as well as the approved
brownfield map and a detailed site remediation quote. Nothing herein modifies or obviates the
need for compliance with Rl DEM’s remediation regulations.

Awards will be based on the price per kilowatt-hour bid in the open enrollment, with the lowest
bid prices being awarded first. To receive the Final Certificate of Eligibility, which includes the
Brownfield Remediation Incentive, the Applicant must provide a letter, or other form of
verification, from Rl DEM that confirms that the brownfield has been remediated such as an
Interim Letter of Compliance, Letter of Compliance, or No Further Action Letter. The Applicant
must provide the Company with an Rl DEM approved updated map of the property with the
brownfield outlined which includes an overlay of all as-built solar panels, as well as an updated
calculation of the percentage of capacity on the remediated brownfield compared to the total
capacity of the project. Finally, the Applicant must provide a remediation report with actual
costs.

The Company will verify the Brownfield Remediation Incentive amount; however, the
Brownfield Remediation Incentive can only be adjusted downwards. Projects that are awarded
the Brownfield Remediation Incentive will be paid within ten days after the Final Certificate of
Eligibility is provided, assuming that all of the necessary information required for payment and
verification of banking is completed within five days after the Final Certificate of Eligibility is
provided.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Kenneth M. Campbell



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-50-REG

In Re: RI Distributed Generation Board

2025 Renewable Energy Growth Program

Responses to Commission’s Second Set of Data Requests — Compliance
Issued April 4, 2025

PUC 2-2

Request:

What is the purpose of the developer calculating the percentage of capacity on the brownfield
requiring remediation compared to the total capacity of the project? Will the Company be
requiring information on actual data to verify the calculation?

Response:

The purpose of the developer calculating the percentage of capacity on the brownfield requiring
remediation compared to the total capacity of the project is so that the developer is aware of the
Brownfield Remediation Incentive calculation methodology in developing their solar project and
in determining where to site their panels relative to the brownfield. Rhode Island Energy will be
verifying the calculation as part of the Open Enrollment process. An estimation of this
calculation pre-construction is essential to ensure that the Company does not award more than
the $2.5 million cap of Brownfield Remediation Incentive Pilot Program funding.

The Company will be requiring information on actual data to verify the calculation. The
Company’s Compliance Filing submitted on March 21, 2025, in Schedule RIE-2 (Clean), Section
2.1.4, page 9 of 21, states, “To receive the Final Certificate of Eligibility, which includes the
Brownfield Remediation Incentive, the Applicant must complete two additional steps. First, the
Applicant must provide a letter, or other form of approval, from Rl DEM that confirms that the
brownfield has been remediated. The Applicant must follow the RI DEM’s process and
requirements, including providing an updated map of the property with the brownfield outlined,
an overlay of all solar panels as-built, and an updated calculation of the percentage of capacity
on the remediated brownfield compared to the total capacity of the project.” (emphasis added).
The as-built drawing with the remediated brownfield outlined and the developer-provided
calculation would be verified by Rhode Island Energy before finalizing the Brownfield
Remediation Incentive that the developer would receive to ensure that any changes to the solar
panel siting have been reflected in the incentive payment.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Kenneth M. Campbell
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Request:

Where other projects are only required to provide estimated project costs, why is it proposed that
projects on a brownfield be required to provide actual project costs (separate from remediation
costs as listed above)? How will this assist in the post-pilot assessments?

Response:

The Company proposed that projects on a brownfield be required to provide actual project costs
in order to include this information in the post-pilot assessment, to better inform potential future
brownfield incentives. The sample size of solar projects on a brownfield that require remediation
is relatively low compared to the sample size of solar projects used to derive the standard
Performance-Based Incentives and ceiling prices of the various renewable energy classes. The
Company believes that requesting an updated cost breakdown could be informative and provide
more accurate inputs for future incentive analyses. The cost data requested in items #2-5 of the
Company’s Compliance Filing submitted on March 21, 2025, in Schedule RIE-2 (Clean), Section
2.1.4, on page 8 of 21 was drafted in alignment with the Distributed Generation Board and Office
of Energy Resources’ (“OER”) SEA Schedule 1, slide 15, and was reviewed with OER and
Sustainable Energy Advantage, LLC (“SEA”) prior to filing. This was generally consistent with
the approach recommended by the Pre-filed Direct Testimony of Mr. Brennan submitted on
January 22, 2025, on page 19 of 24, lines 6-22. The Company would use the actual project cost
data, in combination with the benefits provided by the Brownfield Remediation Incentive Pilot
Program, to assist in the evaluation of a similar future program.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Kenneth M. Campbell
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Request:

Why is the last paragraph of the new proposed section appropriate to include in the Enrollment
Rules? Was this put in for PUC consideration in its written order?

Response:

The intent was to explain how the Company would comply with the Rhode Island Public
Utilities Commission (“PUC”) Open Meeting Decisions from February 20, 2025 regarding the
involvement of the Division and the Solar Brownfield pilot reporting requirements.

The Company would like the PUC to consider the process described in the last paragraph of the

Enrollment Rules for inclusion in its written order in lieu of being included in the Enroliment
Rules.

Prepared by or under the supervision of: Kenneth M. Campbell



