RE%YITY ENERGY

April 17, 2025

VIA EMAIL (Stephanie.DeLaRosa@puc.ri.gov)

Stephanie De La Rosa
Commission Clerk

Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.
Warwick, RI 02888

Re:  In re: Petition for Relief of Central Pike Solar, LLC for an Order Directing
Payment of Performance-Based Incentive Award

Dear Ms. De La Rosa:

Enclosed for docketing, please find the Petition for Relief of Central Pike Solar, LLC for
an Order Directing Payment of Performance-Based Incentive Award. I will deliver the original
and nine (9) copies of this pleading to your office.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.

Regards.
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Nicholas L. Nybo
Senior Legal Counsel
REvVITY ENERGY LLC AND AFFILIATES

Copy:

Andrew Marcaccio, Esq. (via email at amarcaccio@pplweb.com)
Cynthia Wilson-Frias, Esq. (via email at Cynthia. WilsonFrias@puc.ri.gov)
John Harrington, Esq. (via email at John.Harrington@puc.ri.gov)

Nick Nybo

Senior Legal Counsel

. (508) 269-6433
@ nick@revityenergy.com
9 349 Centerville Rd | Warwick, Rl 02886

G revityenergy.com




STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN RE: PETITION FOR RELIEF OF
CENTRAL PIKE SOLAR, LLC FOR AN
ORDER DIRECTING PAYMENT OF | Docket No.
PERFORMANCE-BASED INCENTIVE
AWARD

PETITION FOR RELIEF OF CENTRAL PIKE SOLAR, LLC

Petitioner, Central Pike Solar, LLC (“Central Pike”), by and through its undersigned
counsel, hereby petitions the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission (the “Commission”),
pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 39-1-3(a) and 39-26.6-5(¢), Section 10 of The Narragansett Electric
Company Renewable Energy Growth Program for Non-Residential Customers (R.I.P.U.C. No.
2152-K) and Section 1.11(C) of the Commission Rules of Practice and Procedure (810-RICR-00-
00-1), for an Order directing The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the
“Company”) to pay Central Pike its Performance-Based Incentive Award with twelve percent
(12%) interest per annum accruing from December 7, 2024 pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 39-1-
38 and 9-21-10(a).

PARTIES AND JURISDICTION

1. Central Pike Solar, LLC (“Central Pike”) is a duly registered domestic limited
liability company organized under the laws of the State of Rhode Island with its principal place of
business located at 349 Centerville Road, Warwick, Rhode Island. In 2024, Central Pike installed
a 997 kW ground-mounted photovoltaic solar energy system (“PSES”) located at 1257 Central
Avenue in Johnston, Rhode Island (the “System”).

2. The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the “Company”)

is an electric distribution company as defined by R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-26.6-3(9).



3. The Commission has general jurisdiction pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-1-3(a)
“to hold investigations and hearings involving the rates, tariffs, tolls, and charges * * *.”

4. With respect to the Renewable Energy Growth (“REG”) Program, the Commission
has “the authority to determine the final terms and conditions in the tariff and rules” and “[o]nce
approved, the commission shall retain exclusive jurisdiction over the performance-based incentive
payments, terms, conditions, rights, enforcement, and implementation of the tariffs and rules,
subject to appeals pursuant to chapter 5 of this title.” R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-26.6-5(¢).

5. Section 10 of The Narragansett Electric Company Renewable Energy Growth
Program for Non-Residential Customers (R.I.P.U.C. No. 2152-K) (the “REG NR Tariff”) provides
that “[i]f any dispute arises between the Company and either the Applicant or the Customer, the
dispute shall be brought before the Commission for resolution” and “[s]uch disputes may include
but are not limited to those concerning the Rules, terms, conditions, rights, responsibilities, the
termination of the Tariff or Tariff supplement, or the performance of the Applicant, the Customer,
or the Company.”

FACTS AND TRAVEL

6. On August 28, 2024, Central Pike received its Certificate of Eligibility (“COE”) for
the REG Program for a 997 kW ground-mounted PSES facility as eligible for the Commercial-
Scale Solar II class at a Performance-Based Incentive (“PBI”) rate of .2444 cents per kilowatt hour.

7. In November of 2024, the System was placed in service and, on November 27,
2024, Central Pike received its authorization to interconnect (“ATI”) from the Company for the
System.

8. On December 2, 2024, Central Pike secured its Output Certification for the System.



0. On January 21, 2025, Central Pike received its certification of the DG System as
an Eligible Renewable Energy Resource from the Commission. The certification stated that “the
facility has been assigned the NEPOOL-GIS Asset Identification Number MSS75453” and the
“Commission Staff has assigned to the Central Pike Solar Generation Unit the unique Rhode Island
Public Utilities Commission Eligible Renewable Energy Resource Facility Certification Number
RI-2443-N24.”

10. That same day, Central Pike emailed the Company attaching the Commission’s
certification and the Output Certification for the System.

11. On January 29, the Company emailed Central Pike stating that “[dJue to a
registration issue on our end, we needed to re-register this asset to have the correct incentive related
to the project. The new effective date is 1/31/2025. There will be a few updates required once the
registration goes into effect that we can address as they come up. I apologize for the mistake, that
is on me.”

12. On February 19, the Company emailed Central Pike asking if Central Pike had
received its certification from the Commission. Central Pike responded that same day re-
transmitting the Commission certification that Central Pike had transmitted to the Company on
January 21.

13. Later that day, the Company emailed Central Pike asking for its W-9 and Central
Pike responded that same day with its W-9.

14. On February 26, the Company emailed Central Pike as follows: “I am emailing to
let you and Corey know that this is most likely going to be another week before I can get you a
concrete answer regarding the thread below. I have been instructed by the renewable team to wait

until they are able to get some questions answered from legal regarding the information from the



PUC. This delay is not caused by Revity and there isn’t anything Revity can do at the moment. I
do apologize for the delay and will update you when I have a better answer.” Central Pike asked
“can you please clarify the legal issue?” The Company responded: “No, I cannot. This is a question
between RIE and the PUC. As stated there is nothing for Revity to do at this time and it is of no
fault to Revity.”

15. On March 6 and March 11, Central Pike inquired of the Company as to an update
of the status of REG payments and received no response. On March 12, Central Pike emailed the
Company: “What can we do to help get this asset closed out? I know there is a legal issue, and we
are trying to be patient but this asset has been online since November so we’d really like to get this
closed out.”

16. On March 14, the Company responded: “Can you please send me over Revity’s
copy of your Payment Credit Transfer Form (PCT Form) for this project? The COE is now
finalized with the effective date being 12/6/24 instead of the ATI date of 11/27/24 as that is when
the ISO register [sic] the project and RI legal/PUC determined was the appropriate date to proceed
with. Once I have the PCT Form, I can send it over to the appropriate team at RIE to begin the
billing process to the 12/6 effective date.”

17. That same day, Central Pike transmitted the requested documents.

18. Central Pike emailed the Company for an update on March 19 and March 25. On
March 26, the Company responded that “I believe Sean had sent all of your payment
documentation to the Back Office to have the account set up. I will check-in with the Back Office

on the status of this.”



19. On March 27, March 28 and April 1, Central Pike emailed the Company for an
update. On April 1, the Company responded that the “account is still in Pending Active status. I’'ve
followed up with the Back Office today for a status update.”

20. On April 9, Central Pike and the Company had a conference call about the status of
the System during which the Company stated that many developers are experiencing the same
billing issues and the Company is working to ensure that all the appropriate departments are
properly communicating with each other and setting up the billing. The Company stated, during
the conference call, that the Company does not have a timeframe for when the situation would be
resolved.

21. Central Pike has continuously followed up with requests for answers on every
weekly call since January.

22. Since the effective date of December 6, 2024, the System has generated 409,103.33
kilowatts hours which, at the REG PBI rate of .2444 cents per kilowatt hour, represents $99,984.85
in unpaid revenue to date.

LEGAL ARGUMENT

23. The statutory purpose of the REG program is to “facilitate and promote installation
of grid-connected generation of renewable energy” and to “support and encourage development of
distributed renewable energy generation systems * * *” R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-26.6-1. “The
renewable-energy growth program shall be implemented by the electric-distribution company, and
guided by the distributed-generation board, in consultation with the office of energy resources.”
R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-26.6-2.

24. R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-26.6-6 provides that “[i]t is the intention of the general

assembly in enacting this chapter that developers, owners, investors, customers, and lenders of



distributed-generation projects receiving performance-based incentives under the tariffs be able to
rely on the tariffs for the entire term of the applicable tariff for purposes of obtaining financing.”

25. Section 8(c) of the REG NR Tariff provides that “[a]pplicants that have been
awarded a Final Certificate of Eligibility for a DG Project will receive Performance-Based
Incentive Payments in accordance with the rules specified in this section.” (Emphasis supplied).

26. Section 8(a) of the REG NR Tariff provides that “[u]pon receipt of a Final
Certificate of Eligibility, the Applicant is_entitled to the Performance-Based Incentive Payment
for the term specified in the applicable Tariff supplement, provided that the Applicant has complied
with all other requirements of this Tariff and the Solicitation and Enrollment Process Rules.”
(Emphasis supplied).

27. Section 8(a) of the REG NR Tariff also provides as follows:

As a condition for receiving monthly payments pursuant to Section 8, the Applicant

must provide confirmation of the following: 1) the Company’s written authority to

interconnect to its electric distribution system and Applicant’s payment of all

amounts due; 2) Commission certification of the DG Project as an Eligible

Renewable Energy Resource; 3) registration of the DG Project with the ISO-NE

and NEPOOL GIS; 4) a copy of the Project’s approved State of Rhode Island Solar

Permit or building permit, including the responsible Rhode Island General

Contractor’s Number; and 5) except for small-scale and medium-scale, the Output

Certificate.

28. Central Pike complied with the requirements of Section 8(a) as of January 21, 2025
at which point Central Pike was entitled to payment for its Award. Historically, it has taken
approximately 30-60 days for the Company to set up the account and begin payments (which is
already an extravagant delay to simply set up a payment account). In this case, the Company has
failed to pay Central Pike for over 131 days.

29. In those 131 days, the Company’s explanation for this delay has metamorphosized

from a registration issue on January 29 to a legal issue on February 26 to, now, a billing issue. The



Company has told Central Pike that there is nothing Central Pike can do to expedite its payments
and it must simply wait for the Company to commence making payments for electricity that

Central Pike has been generating for nearly 6 months.

WHEREFORE, Central Pike Solar, LLC respectfully requests that the Commission issue
an Order directing The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy to pay Central
Pike its Performance-Based Incentive Award for the System within ten (10) days of the
Commission’s Order with twelve percent (12%) interest per annum accruing from December 7,

2024 pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws §§ 39-1-38 and 9-21-10(a).

CENTRAL PIKE SOLAR, LLC

/s/ Nicholas L. Nybo

Nicholas L. Nybo (#9038)

Senior Legal Counsel

REVITY ENERGY LLC AND AFFILIATES
349 Centerville Road

Warwick, RI 02886

Tel: (508) 269-6433
nick@revityenergy.com

Dated: April 17, 2025



