STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

IN RE: BLOCK ISLAND UTILITY DISTRICT : DOCKET NO. 23-15-EE
2023 DEMAND SIDE MANAGEMENT PLAN

ORDER

This matter is before the Public Utilities Commission (Commission) upon the Block Island
Utility District’s (BIUD) proposed Demand Side Management Plan (DSM Plan) for effect June 1,
2023, filed on April 24, 2023. BIUD’s proposed budget for the DSM Plan is $93,160, to be funded
through a combination of a $28,464 carryover of unspent funds from program year 2022, a $60,000
grant offered by the Office of Energy Resources (OER) from the Renewable Greenhouse Gas
Initiative (RGGI) Fund, and a $44,628 carryover of unspent RGGI funds from 2022.1

In prior program years, most recently discussed in Docket No. 5244 (BIUD’s 2022 DSM
Plan), the Commission noted that prior iterations of the DSM Plan had not been as successful as
anticipated and the Commission wondered if BIUD’s efforts sufficiently connected to residents’
needs, and whether those efforts were realistic considering available contractor supply and
customer demand.?

For 2023, BIUD, through its new consultant, Energy New England, LLC (ENE) reduced
the budget by 20% overall while increasing incentives available to Block Island residents.* The
2023 Plan has no DSM charge to ratepayers, a budget of $93,160, an estimated customer funded

carryover of $28,464, an estimated RGGI funding carry over of $44,628, plus another $60,000 in

1 Block Island Utility District Filing, Attachment ENE-1 (DSM Plan), at 2 (Apr. 24, 2023);
https://ripuc.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur841/files/2023-04/2315-BIUD-DSM2023-4-24-23.pdf.

2 See generally Order No. 24610; https://ripuc.ri.gov/sites/a/files/xkgbur841/files/2023-03/5244-BIUD-DSM?2022-
Ord24610 3-1-23 0.pdf. Additionally, in Docket 5244, the Commission found that there were sufficient carryover
funds to fund the 2022 DSM Plan and ordered the DSM charge on ratepayers to be $0.00/kWh.

%1d. at 5.

4 Block Island Utility District Filing, Joint Test. of Noel M. Chambers & Sarah Doherty (ENE Test.), at 4:17-23.



https://ripuc.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur841/files/2023-04/2315-BIUD-DSM2023-4-24-23.pdf
https://ripuc.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur841/files/2023-03/5244-BIUD-DSM2022-Ord24610_3-1-23_0.pdf
https://ripuc.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur841/files/2023-03/5244-BIUD-DSM2022-Ord24610_3-1-23_0.pdf

RGGI funding from OER. The DSM Plan focuses on three key areas to achieve its goals: (1)
customer outreach; (2) vendor engagement; and (3) enhanced incentives.®

The Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (Division) reviewed the DSM Plan and found
that BIUD had made modifications consistent with prior Division and Commission’s
recommendations and comments.® The Division maintained its concerns about the overall success
of the DSM Plan, noting that major barriers still exist as to contractor availability and customer
engagement.” However, the Division found that approving the DSM Plan posed little risk to
ratepayers, as there is no DSM charge in the plan, and that there are benefits for ratepayers that
avail themselves of BIUD’s offered programs.® The Division therefore recommended that the
Commission approve the proposed DSM Plan with additional recommendations.®

At an Open Meeting on June 22, 2023, the Commission reviewed the filings and approved
BIUD’s DSM Plan, budget, and DSM charge of $0.00/kWh effective June 1, 2023.

Accordingly, it is hereby:

(25294) ORDERED:

1. That BIUD’s 2023 DSM Plan, effective June 1, 2023, is approved; and

2. That BIUD shall continue to file Annual Reports consistent with the Commission’s

prior Orders.

S1d. at 4:17-5:12.

® Division’s Position Mem., at 2 (May 26, 2023); https:/ripuc.ri.gov/sites/g/files/xkgbur841/files/2023-
06/2315%20B1UD%202023%20DSM%20PIan%20-%20Division%20Mem0%206-2-23_1.pdf.

"1d.

81d. at 3.

® 1d. Those recommendations were for BIUD to continue to file annual reports, explore collaboration with the Block
Island Solar Initiative, leverage other funding sources such as the Inflation Reduction Act, and utilize the cohort
model to group together jobs for contractors to work on per trip to the island.
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EFFECTIVE AT WARWICK, RHODE ISLAND PURSUANT TO AN OPEN MEETING
DECISION ON JUNE 22, 2023. WRITTEN ORDER ISSUED APRIL 10, 2025.

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION

CRedd A Meuitct

Ronald T. Gerwatowski, Chairman

Abigail Anthony, Commissioner

*John C. Revens, Jr., Commissioner
*Commissioner Revens is unavailable for signature due to his retirement.

NOTICE OF RIGHT OF APPEAL.: Pursuant to R.l. Gen. Laws 8§39-5-1, any person aggrieved
by a decision or order of the PUC may, within seven days from the date of the order, petition the
Supreme Court for a Writ of Certiorari to review the legality and reasonableness of the decision or
order.



