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Div. 12-1: Please provide a copy of the new contract between PWSB and Veolia for the 

water treatment plant. 
 
Response:   Please see attached. 
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
  



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 23-30-WW 

Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 12 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
 
Div. 12-2: Refer to Page 6, line 1 of Mr. DeCelles’ testimony. Please provide the number 

of carbon filter replacements for a normal fiscal year. 
 
Response: The planned carbon replacement schedule is currently two filters per year. 
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Div. 12-3: Refer to Page 6, line 2 of Mr. DeCelles’ testimony. Please explain the contract 

provision where PWSB is responsible for the cost of any repairs over $20,000. 
Is the $20,000 a cumulative amount for the entire facility? In other words, is 
Veolia responsible for the first $20,000 of repairs at the water treatment 
plant, and PWSB then becomes responsible for any additional repair costs 
over the first $20,000? Or is Veolia responsible for the first $20,000 of repair 
per incident? 

 
Response: The contract call for $20,000 per incident. 

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Div. 12-4: Refer to Page 6, beginning at line 9 of Mr. DeCelles’ testimony. 

 
a. Please confirm whether PWSB has already committed to performing the 
work listed for the line items and whether those costs have been included in 
the FY 2026 adopted budget. 
b. Please confirm whether the HVAC Updates are for work that will be at the 
Water Treatment Plant. 
c. Are both Wells #4 and #8 located at the Water Treatment Plant? If no, why 
are the costs being included as part of the Water Treatment Plant operation. 

 
Response: a. The PWSB does not have an adopted budget at this time. The listed projects 

are projects that PWSB and Veolia agree need to be performed and the cost is 
based on estimates that Veolia has obtained for the equipment or proposed 
work.  

 
 b. The proposed HVAC updates are at the water treatment facility. 
 
 c. The wells are not located at the water treatment plant, but the routine 

maintenance of the wells falls under the responsibility of Veolia under the 
operating contract. 

 
   
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Div. 12-5: Please provide the approved budget request explaining the purpose and 

justification for the following line items below. Please include an explanation 
of the nature of the work to be performed. 
 
a. HVAC Updates 
b. Well #4 and Well #8 Rehabilitation 
c. Process Improvement Analysis 
d. Inline Analyzers 
e. Turbidmeter Replacement 

 
Response: As set forth in response to Div. 12-4 a. above, the PWSB does not have an 

adopted budget at this time. The listed projects are projects that PWSB and 
Veolia agree need to be performed and the cost is based on estimates that 
Veolia has obtained for the equipment or proposed work. 

 
a. HVAC Updates - The HVAC updates will address the replacement of 

original HVAC units in the water treatment plant. These units have 
reached the end of their useful life and have become unreliable and 
difficult to repair due to their age.  
 

b. Well #4 and Well #8 Rehabilitation – This project will chemically treat and 
mechanically redevelop wells #4 and #8. 

 
c. Process Improvement Analysis – In recent years, PWSB and Veolia have 

been experiencing significant increases in raw water turbidity and color 
following rain events. These events create conditions that are very 
difficult for the existing treatment process to handle and are happening 
more frequently. PWSB has requested that Veolia hire an engineering 
company to analyze the raw water changes and evaluate options for 
possible process changes or pretreatment to better handle these events.   

 
d. Inline Analyzers – As part of the process improvement analysis and our 

efforts to be prepared for and react to plant upsets resulting from rain 
events, Veolia will be installing additional in-line UV analyzers, streaming 
current meter, and zeta potential meters. The additional analyzers will 
help identify raw water upsets and make necessary treatment changes to 
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be able to handle the turbidity and color spikes that result. The data 
collected will also be utilized in possible pretreatment evaluations. 

 
e. Turbidmeter Replacement – Veolia will be replacing nine turbidimeters 

throughout the treatment plant. These are utilized to analyze and record 
turbidity throughout the treatment process. The existing meters are original 
equipment and have become obsolete and unreliable. They will be replaced 
with current technology.  

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Div. 12-6: Please provide a copy of the Excel Spreadsheet entitled “Treatment Plant 

Operating Expenses FY25” with the formulae intact. 
  
Response: The Excel Spreadsheet entitled Treatment Plant Operating Expenses FY25 was 

provided to the service list on May 20, 2025.  
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Div. 12-7:  Please provide a copy of the Excel Spreadsheet entitled “Electricity Expenses 

FY25” with the formulae intact. To the extent not provided in the requested 
Excel spreadsheet, please provide a breakdown of the FY 25 electricity 
expense as provided in DIV 1-6 discovery request in Docket No. 23-30-WW. 

 
Response: The Excel Spreadsheet entitled Electricity Expense FY25 was provided to the 

service list on May 20, 2025.  
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Div. 12-8:  Please provide a copy of the “Summary of Adjustments” presented on page 6 

of Mr. Fox’s testimony in Excel format with the formulae intact and include 
any supporting workpapers for the amount presented in the “Adjustment for 
Rate Year 2” column. 

 
Response:  Please see the Excel Spreadsheets entitled “Settlement Adjustments” and 

“FY26 Pay Plan Budget_Compliance Filing.” 
 
Prepared by:  David Fox 
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CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify that on May 27, 2025, I sent a copy of the within to all parties set forth on 
the attached Service List by electronic mail and copies to Luly Massaro, Commission Clerk, by 
electronic mail and regular mail.  
 

Parties Email Distribution Phone 
Pawtucket Water Supply Board 
Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esq. 
Keough & Sweeney 
41 Mendon Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI  02861 
 

jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com; 401-724-3600 
 

James L. DeCelles, P.E. Chief 
Engineer  
Pawtucket Water Supply Board 
85 Branch St. 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
 

decelles@pwsb.org;  
mlecours@pwsb.org 
 
 
 
 
 

401-729-5001 

David Fox, Consultant 
Raftelis Financial Consultants 
 

Dfox@raftelis.com;  

Division of Public Utilities & 
Carriers: 
Gregory Schultz, Esq. 
Dept. of Attorney General 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI  02903 

gschultz@riag.ri.gov; 401-222-2424 
 Al.mancini@dpuc.ri.gov;  

John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Al.contente@dpuc.ri.gov:  

ellen.golde@dpuc.ri.gov; 
Steven.Parrillo@dpuc.ri.gov;  

Machaela.Seaton@dpuc.ri.gov;  
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Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov; 
Leo.wold@dpuc.ri.gov;  
mark.a.simpkins@dpuc.ri.gov;  
kyle.j.lynch@dpuc.ri.gov;  
 
 

Jerome Mierzwa 
Lafayette Morgan 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 
10480 Little Patuxent Pkwy, Suite 
300 
Columbia, MD 21044 
 

jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com;  410-992-7500 

lmorgan@exeterassociates.com;  

File original and nine (9) copies 
w/: Luly E. Massaro, Commission 
Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI 02888 

stephanie.delarosa@puc.ri.gov;  401-780-2107 
 
 Patricia.lucarelli@puc.ri.gov;  

Christopher.caramello@puc.ri.gov;  

Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov;  
Kristen.L.Masse@puc.ri.gov;  

 
 

 
 

        
Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esquire # 4925 

        KEOUGH + SWEENEY, LTD. 
        41 Mendon Avenue 
        Pawtucket, RI   02861 
        (401) 724-3600 (phone) 
        (401) 724-9909 (fax) 
        jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com 
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