STEVEN J. BOYAJIAN

One Financial Plaza, 14th Floor
Providence, RI1 02903-2485
Main (401) 709-3300

Fax (401) 709-3399
sboyajian@rc.com

Direct (401) 709-3359

Also admitted in Massachusetts

May 21, 2025
VIA HAND DELIVERY AND ELECTRONIC MAIL

Stephanie De La Rosa, Commission Clerk
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, Rl 02888

RE: Docket No. 24-55-NG - Fiscal Year 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and
Reliability Plan -
Responses to the Public Utilities Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests

Dear Ms. De La Rosa:

On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the
“Company”), I have enclosed the Company’s responses to the Public Utilities Commission’s
Twelfth Set of Data Requests in the above-referenced docket.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. If you have any questions, please contact me
at (401) 709-3359.

Sincerely,

Steven J. Boyajian
Enclosure

CcC: Docket 24-55-NG Service List
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The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-55-NG

In Re: FY 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan
Responses to the Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests
Issued May 7, 2025

PUC12-1

Request:

Please add the following columns to the form of the sample table on page 3:

a.

b.

(new column inserted after sample Column B) “Date of Pipeline Project Completion;”

(new column inserted after Date of Pipeline Project Completion) “Date of Company’s
Completion of Repaving;”

(new column inserted after sample Column J) “Total Cost of Re-paving if Shared.”
NOTE: This can be an estimate if not known with certainty.

Also, the Columns entitled “Paving Coverage,” and “Actual Incurred Curb-to-Curb Paving Cost”
each should be summed at the bottom of the column.

Response:

The requested columns from (a.), (b.), and (c.) above have been added to the sample report.

a.

The Company defines “Date of Pipeline Project Completion” as the date on which all gas
construction and clean-up work has been completed. This includes the installation of the
new pipeline, the removal of any temporary facilities required for construction, such as
purge points, and, if applicable, the transfer of customer services to the new pipeline, the
abandonment of the old pipeline and services, the removal of old service risers, and any
sidewalk, driveway, lawn, or other restoration outside of the roadway.

The Company defines “Date of Company’s Completion of Repaving” as the date on
which the Company’s restoration contractor reports that curb-to-curb paving was
completed.

The Company will provide a “Total Cost of Re-paving if Shared” if the Company
provided the re-paving through its restoration contractor.

In cases where another utility or municipal entity provides the paving, the Company has
historically found equitable swaps to offset its obligation on shared roads without having
to provide a monetary payment to the paving entity.

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Phil LaFond



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-55-NG

In Re: FY 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan
Responses to the Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests
Issued May 7, 2025

PUC 12-1, Page 2

A B C D E F G H J K L M
Actual
Date of C:r:tzzf's Incurred Total
WR ISR Catego Pipeline Com pleti{:n Project Municipalit Road Paving 3rd Party Cost Additional | Curb-to- Cost of
Reference gory Project zf Driver paiity Type Coverage | Involvement Sharing Notes Curb Re-paving
Completion Repavin Paving if Shared
paving Cost
In
Pre-Fair
) CSC/Public N conjunction
Ex. Works—Non- | 9/24/2024 | 4/15/2025 | Ahead Bristol state (2 250q. w/ none share 1 <18 200
5163251 ) of water standard) yds. . Paving
Reimbursable Providence
Act
Water
E.PVD to
Ex: CSC/Public Ahead £ Town 748 5q Ahead of E. SS'\;Ztl
5167823 W(_Jrks — Non- 7/12/2024 5/5/2025 o.f Providence (1.5 yds. PVD paving Company $48,750
Reimbursable paving standard) 1/5 streets
to pave
4
Proactive
Ex: Main Pr Score Town (2” 1,345 sq
5167834 Replacement | 11/20/2023 5/7/2025 ~9138 Woonsocket standard) yds None None $102,325 | $121,400
— Leak Prone
Pipe

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Phil LaFond




The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-55-NG

In Re: FY 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan
Responses to the Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests
Issued May 7, 2025

PUC 12-2

Request:

In FY 2025, how many projects (if any) involved “equitable swapping” arrangements, and how
many projects does the Company anticipate for FY 2026 that will involve “equitable swapping”
arrangements? If there are any, please list the projects and explain the swapping arrangements
for each.

Response:

Please see the table below for a list of projects involving equitable swapping arrangements for
FY 2025 paving activities. The Company has not identified any swapping arrangements for FY
2026 work at this time, though it is possible that such arrangements could be made later in the
year.

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Phil LaFond



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-55-NG

In Re: FY 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan
Responses to the Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests
Issued May 7, 2025

PUC 12-2, Page 2

FY 2025 Projects involving paving obligation swaps

A B C D
WR Reference Project Name Municipality Swap Details
. . . Providence requested the Company pave Power
90000118483 Windmill Street Providence St. instead of paving Danby and Windmill streets.
Extended paving to the end of roads on Southern
90000231158 | 1728-1847 Cranston St Cranston St. project in exchange for Cranston paving
Cranston St.
90000230067 30 Whitaker Ave East Providence | Forthese two projects, East Providence paved
Whitaker Ave & Island Rd; Company paved curb-
90000175565 Whitaker Ave East Providence | 1o_curb on Cornellinstead of half-road.
) ) For these projects together, the Company added
90000212041 Old Main St Lincoln or extended paving on several streets: Summer
St., Park Wy., Church Ln., Almedia St., and School
) Ln. In exchange, the Company removed the
90000175584 Summer St Lincoln

following streets from its paving list: Read Av.,
Whittle Av., Orchard Av., and Brunswick Av.

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Phil LaFond




The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-55-NG

In Re: FY 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan
Responses to the Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests
Issued May 7, 2025

PUC 12-3

Request:

Please explain how the Company arrives at a “negotiated restoration unit cost” with the City of
Warwick. For each of the projects in FY 2025 that involved the City of Warwick, please
provide the “negotiated unit cost.”

Response:

The “negotiated restoration unit cost” referred to in the proposed report describes the cost
competitively negotiated between the Company and its restoration vendors, not to any cost
agreement between the Company and the City of Warwick. The Company provides the cost it
would bear if the restoration was completed by its own vendor to the City, and the City uses this
information to invoice the Company for reimbursement of the City’s paving cost.

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Phil LaFond



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-55-NG

In Re: FY 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan
Responses to the Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests
Issued May 7, 2025

PUC 12-4

Request:

Are the projects in the sample table provided (on page 3 of 3) actual projects or hypothetical for
illustrative purposes? Whether actual or hypothetical, please answer the following questions:

a. In Row 1 of the sample table,
Column D relating to “Project Driver” states: “Ahead of Water,”
Column G relating to “3™ Party Involvement” states: “In conjunction w/ Providence
Water,” and
Column H relating to “Cost Sharing” states: “none.”
Please explain why there would be no cost sharing with the water company in such a
situation.

b. In Row 2 of the sample table,

Column C relating to the “Project Driver” states: “Ahead of paving,” and
Column G relating to “3' Party Involvement” states: “Ahead of E. PVD paving 1/5
streets.”
What does the reference to “1/5 streets” mean?
If this was an actual project, please elaborate on the details of the third-party
arrangement. If hypothetical, please explain how often this type of arrangement has been
encountered by the Company since the passage of the Fair Share Paving Act and identify
each project.

Response:

a. The Company populated the examples in the sample report with dummy information to
illustrate the type of information that might be found in the various data sets. No logic
can or should be ascribed to the information it contains.

b. The reference to “1/5 streets” in the example sheet provided refers to a hypothetical

project in which cost sharing occurred on one street out of a total of five included in a
project.

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Phil LaFond



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-55-NG

In Re: FY 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan
Responses to the Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests
Issued May 7, 2025

PUC 12-4, Page 2

Since the inception of the Rhode Island Utility Fair Share Roadway Repair Act, and as
paving costs have risen in response to the Act, the Company has progressively increased
the amount of data that it collects and retains relating to paving activities. It does not have
the data to provide an empirical answer as to how often the Company shares costs on a
subset of projects. This situation occurs occasionally, but not frequently. The Company
will be tracking this information going forward.

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Phil LaFond



The Narragansett Electric Company

d/b/a Rhode Island Energy

RIPUC Docket No. 24-55-NG

In Re: FY 2026 Gas Infrastructure, Safety, and Reliability Plan
Responses to the Commission’s Twelfth Set of Data Requests
Issued May 7, 2025

PUC 12-5

Request:

The Company indicates that it will file updates of the report in the second and fourth quarter ISR
reports. Is there any reason why the Company would be unable to provide an update with the
third quarter ISR report as well? Is there any reason why the Company cannot include an
updated report for the then-current fiscal year with the most recent available information through
the end of November in the initial ISR filing for the following fiscal year ISR Plan, which is
typically filed in December?

Response:

There is no reason why the Company is unable to provide a third quarter report and will provide
a third quarter paving report no later than January 15 which includes curb-to-curb paving project
details through December of each year. This will provide the Commission with the information it
has requested early enough in the ISR approval process to consider it in its hearings and
decision-making. This early January third quarter report would be in-lieu of the Commission’s
proposed December report. The Company would consider the total FY2026 paving forecast as
a factor in developing the FY2027 paving forecast, which would be included in the FY2027 Gas
ISR Proposal filed with the Commission in late 2025. It is the Company’s view, however, that
providing the additional third quarter paving report, which would include details through
December, would provide a more complete summary of the final restoration paving that occurred
for the fiscal year.

In summary, the Company proposes providing three paving reports annually on the following
schedule:

e Quarter 2 report — filed with the Quarter 2 ISR report
e Quarter 3 report — filed no later than January 15

e Quarter 4 report — filed with the Quarter 4/End-of-year ISR report

Prepared by or under the supervision of:  Phil LaFond



