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State of Rhode Island 
Public Utilities Commission 

 
Minutes of Open Meeting Held on December 19, 2024 

 
An Open Meeting of the Public Utilities Commission (Commission or PUC) was held 
December 19, 2024, at 10:00 A.M. in Hearing Room A, 89 Jefferson Boulevard, Warwick, 
Rhode Island to discuss, deliberate, and/or vote on the following dockets. 
 
In attendance:  Chairman Ronald Gerwatowski, Commissioner Abigail Anthony, 
Commissioner John Revens, Patricia Lucarelli, Todd Bianco, Alan Nault, Cindy Wilson-
Frias, John Harrington, Theodore Smith, Christopher Caramello and Stephanie De La Rosa.  
 
 
I. Chairman Gerwatowski called the Open Meeting to order at 10:03 A.M. A quorum 

was present. 
 
II. Docket No. 23-33-EL & 4290 – Rhode Island Department of Human Services 

(Company) – The Commission took up this docket, upon the Rhode Island 
Department of Human Services’ (DHS) proposed Low Income Home Energy 
Assistance Program (LIHEAP) Enhancement Plan Rates for 2025 in accordance 
with RIGL § 39-1-27.12. The proposed rate for 2025 is $0.81 cents per month, or 
an amount that will collect up to the annual statutory maximum of $7.5 million. 
The Division recommended $0.79 cents per month to comply with statutory 
parameters. The PUC reviewed the filings and voted. 

 
After discussion Commissioner Anthony moved to set the LIHEAP enhancement 
charge at $0.79 cents effective January 1, 2025. Commissioner Revens seconded 
the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  

 
III. Docket No. 24-14-EL – Pascoag Utility District (Company) – The Commission 

next took up this docket, which related to the Pascoag Utility District’s application 
to implement new base distribution rates and schedules designed to collect 
additional revenue requirement. A Public Comment Hearing was held on October 
8, 2024, and an Evidentiary Hearing was held on December 18, 2024. At this Open 
Meeting, the Commission reviewed the filings and voted. 
 
After discussion, Commissioner Anthony moved that Pascoag Utility District’s 
General Rate Filing made on April 4, 2024 be denied and dismissed. Commissioner 
Revens seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Anthony further moved that the Settlement Agreement filed by 
Pascoag Utility District and the Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (Division) 
on November 21, 2024 is approved for usage on and after January 1, 2025. 
Commissioner Revens seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. 
Vote 3-0.  
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IV. Docket No. 24-38-GE – The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode 
Island Energy – The Commission next took up this docket, upon Rhode Island 
Energy’s Tariff Advice Filing to Amend its Electric and Gas Tariffs to update the 
cost of opting out of a current AMR meter and to add new provisions to address an 
electric customer’s ability to opt out of the new Advanced Meters being deployed 
to electric customers commencing in 2025.  These provisions also included the cost 
of monthly manual meter reads for those opting out.  The one-time meter changeout 
fee for gas customers was proposed to decrease from $74.00 to $60.00.  The one-
time meter changeout fee for electric customers who do not opt out during the AMF 
deployment period for their geographical area was proposed to increase from 
$27.00 to $36.00.  For those opting out, the monthly manual meter read charge was 
proposed to increase from $13.00 per month to $20.00 per month.  Customers who 
opted out of both electric and gas would only be assessed one monthly meter read 
charge.  Hearings were held on November 19, 2024, with public comment accepted 
in the evening. At this Open Meeting, the Commission reviewed the record, and a 
vote was taken.  

 
After discussion, Commissioner Anthony moved to approve the NG Gas 101 tariff 
with the typographical edit the Division identified on sheet 9 sub-section A. 
Commissioner Revens seconded the motion. The Motion was unanimously passed. 
Vote 3-0. 
 
Commissioner Revens moved to accept the Division’s recommendation that the 
only residential customers be allowed to opt out of the AMR/AMF. Commissioner 
Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Anthony added for the record that this was what already existed, and 
allowing the commercial customers to opt out would have been a change; 
residential customers have been the only customer group allowed to opt out. Thus, 
the Commission was maintaining existing practices and just extending it to AMF.  
 
Commissioner Anthony moved to restrict eligibility only to residential customers 
who are not exporting electrical energy to the distribution system. Commissioner 
Revens seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0. 
 
Commissioner Anthony moved to approve tariff amendments with the 
modifications previously voted on. Commissioner Revens seconded the motion. 
The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Chairman Gerwatowski moved to direct the Company to file an analysis by April 
30, 2025 addressing the technical feasibility and financial impacts of installing 
interval meters or some other type of meter that would allow for time of use pricing 
on customers residences applicable for customer who Opt-out of AMF/AMR.  
Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously 
approved. Vote 3-0.   
 
Attorney Wilson-Frias clarified that the tariffs would go into effect January 1, 2025, 
but the Company would not be assessing the fees until they started the AMF rollout. 
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V. Docket No. 24-39-EE – The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island 

Energy (Company) – The Commission next took up this docket, upon the 
Company’s 2025 Annual Energy Efficiency and Conservation Procurement 
Program Plan (Annual Plan). At this Open Meeting, the Commission reviewed the 
record and voted. 

 
After general comments, Chairman Gerwatowski moved that the Commission 
adopt the performance incentives for Electric and Gas Energy Efficiency, shown in 
tables E-8C and G-8C of the December 18, 2024 correction to Attachments 5 and 
6. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously 
passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Chairman Gerwatowski also moved to establish a budget of $980,175 for the 
EERMC. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was 
unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Chairman Gerwatowski further moved to approve the Gas and Electric budgets and 
savings targets as proposed by the company in its 2025 annual plan as modified in 
the proceedings in this docket and as shown in the December 18, 2024 corrections 
to attachments 5 and 6. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The motion 
was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Chairman Gerwatowski further moved to authorize the company to implement the 
programs described in the 2025 plan. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. 
The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Chairman Gerwatowski further moved to approve an Electric Energy Efficiency 
rate of $ 0.00903 per kWh effective for usage on or after January 1, 2025. 
Commissioner Revens seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. 
Vote 3-0.  
 
Chairman Gerwatowski further moved to approve a Gas Energy Efficiency rate of 
$ 1.150 per Dth for the Residential class and $0.530 per Dth for the Commercial 
and Industrial class, effective for usage on or after January 1, 2025. Commissioner 
Revens seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.   

 
VI. Docket No. 24-40-WW – Narragansett Bay Commission (Company) – The 

Commission next took up this docket, upon Narragansett Bay Commission’s 
(NBC) compliance filing seeking additional revenue in the amount of $3,976,244 
to cover debt service and debt service coverage expenses to fund NBC’s ongoing 
capital improvements. A Public Comment and Evidentiary Hearing were held on 
December 5, 2024. At this Open Meeting, the Commission reviewed the record and 
voted. 

 
After discussion, Commissioner Revens moved to approve NBC’s rate application 
filed October 2, 2024 as filed for effect July 1, 2025. Tariff rates will be increased 
by 3.53% to generate additional revenues of $3,976,244 for a total revenue 
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requirement of $119,684,956. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The 
motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0. 

 
VII. Docket No. 24-42-EL – Pascoag Utility District (Company) – The Commission 

next took up this docket, upon Pascoag Utility District’s proposed rate changes 
arising out of the reconciliation of its tariff adjustment provisions for the Power 
Supply Service, Transmission Charge and Purchase Power Restricted Fund Credit 
Reconciliation effective for consumption January 1, 2025. The Commission 
reviewed the filings and voted.  

 
After discussion, Commissioner Anthony moved to approve Pascoag Utility 
District’s Power Supply Service Charge of $0.071693 per kWh for usage on and 
after January 1, 2025. Commissioner Revens seconded the motion. The motion was 
unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Anthony also moved to approve Pascoag Utility District’s 
Transmission Charge of $0.043223 per kWh for usage on and after January 1, 2025. 
Commissioner Revens seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. 
Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Anthony further moved to suspend Pascoag Utility District’s 
Purchase Power Restricted Fund credit of $0.000389 per kWh effective January 1, 
2025. Commissioner Revens seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously 
passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Revens moved to approve Pascoag Utility District’s Supply 
Procurement plan as required by R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-1-27.8. Commissioner 
Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Anthony moved to direct Pascoag Utility District to register as a 
load serving entity in Rhode Island in NEPOOL GIS. Commissioner Revens 
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  

 
VIII. Docket No. 24-43-EE – Pascoag Utility District (Company) – The Commission 

then took up this docket, upon Pascoag Utility District’s Demand Side Management 
Program (DSM) filing for calendar year 2025. The proposed budget included the 
continuation of the legislative mandated charge of $0.0033 per kWh, pursuant to 
R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-2-1.2(b), for application in the billing months of January 2025 
through December 2025 to fund the DSM programs (of which $0.003 supports 
DSM and $0.0003 supports the Renewable Energy Development Fund). The 
Commission reviewed the filing and voted.   

 
No discussion was needed. Commissioner Anthony moved to approve Pascoag 
Utility District’s 2025 Demand Side Management Programs and associated budget. 
Commissioner Revens seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. 
Vote 3-0.  
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Commissioner Revens moved to approve a factor of $0.0033 per kilowatt-hour 
applicable to energy consumed on or after January 1, 2025. Commissioner Anthony 
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  

 
IX. Docket No. 24-44-EL – The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island 

Energy (Company) – The Commission next took up this docket, upon the 
Company’s proposed base Last Resort Service (“LRS”) rates for the Industrial 
Group for the period of January 1, 2025, through March 31, 2025. At this Open 
Meeting, the Commission reviewed the filing and a vote was taken.  

 
After discussion, Commissioner Anthony moved to approve the company’s request 
for confidential treatment of the detailed bidding results. Commissioner Revens 
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Anthony moved to approve the industrial rates as filed for the period 
of January 1, 2025 through March 31, 2025. Commissioner Revens seconded the 
motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 

X. Docket No. 24-46-EL – The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island 
Energy (Company) – The Commission next took up this docket, upon the 
Company’s proposed Long-Term Contracting for Renewable Energy Recovery 
Factor (LTC Recovery Factor) for the period January 2025 through December 
2025. At this Open Meeting, the Commission reviewed the filings and voted. 

 
No discussion was needed, and Commissioner Revens moved to approve the Long-
Term Contracting for Renewable Energy Recovery Factor for effect January 1, 
2025 through December 2025. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The 
motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  

 
XI. Docket No. 24-48-REG – The Narragansett Electric Co. d/b/a Rhode Island 

Energy (Company) – The Commission next took up this docket, which related to 
a Tariff Advice to amend the terms of the Company’s Renewable Energy (RE) 
Growth Program Factor Filing for the period April 2025 through March 2026. At 
this Open Meeting, the Commission reviewed the filing, and a vote was taken on 
whether to suspend the effective date of the tariff.  
 
After discussion, Commissioner Anthony moved to suspend the effective date of 
the tariff to allow for additional review. Commissioner Revens second the motion. 
The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  

 
XII. Docket No. 24-49-EL –Block Island Utility District d/b/a Block Island Power 

Company (Company) – The Commission next took up this docket, upon BIUD’s 
Annual Recalculation of Last Resort Service and Transmission Charges and request 
for new rates. A public comment and evidentiary hearing was held on December 9, 
2024. At this Open Meeting, the Commission reviewed the filing and voted.  
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After discussion, Commissioner Revens moved to approve 2025 Last Resort 
Service Procurement Plan. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The 
motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Revens also moved to approve the 2025 Renewable Energy 
Procurement Plan. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was 
unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Revens further moved to approve the Last Resort Service 
Transmission rates. Commissioner Anthony seconded the motion. The motion was 
unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Revens further moved to approve the Company’s motion for 
confidential treatment applicable to attachment 16. Commissioner Anthony 
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  
 
Commissioner Anthony moved to direct the Company to register as a load serving 
entity in Rhode Island in NEPOOL GIS. Commissioner Revens seconded the 
motion. The motion was unanimously approved. Vote 3-0.  
 

XIII. Docket No. 24-51-WW – Providence Water Supply Board (Providence Water) 
– The Commission next took up this docket, upon Providence Water’s Application 
for General Rate Schedule Changes.  The proposed effective date was July 1, 2025.  
The Commission reviewed the matter and voted on whether to suspend the effective 
date for one month, until August 1, 2025.  

 
After discussion, Commissioner Anthony moved to suspend Providence Water’s 
proposed rate changes for one month until August 1, 2025. Commissioner Revens 
seconded the motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0.  

 
XIV. Consent Agenda – All items listed within the Consent Agenda are considered 

routine by the Commission and are ordinarily enacted by one motion. There is no 
separate discussion of these items unless a member of the Commission requests, in 
which event the item will be removed for separate consideration later in the 
agenda.  As noted below, the agenda included applications for authority as a 
Telecommunications service provider and applications for eligibility as a 
Renewable Energy Resource and PUC consultant’s and the Division’s 
recommendation on the applications. 
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XV.  
 

Docket # Applicant Filing 

RES-23-01 Sunnova Energy 
International Inc. 

Application to add 27 customer sited 
Generation Units to its Sunnova- Rhode Island 
Aggregation for eligibility as New Renewable 
Energy Resources. The Generation Units are 
located in Rhode Island and have achieved 
operations and have a total combined capacity 
of 0.15975 MW AC (0.19484 MW DC). PUC 
consultant recommends approval. 

RES-23-30 IGS USB VII, LLC Application to add 36 customer sited 
Generation Units to its IGS Solar, LLC – 
Rhode Island Aggregation for eligibility as 
New Renewable Energy Resources. The 
Generation Units are located in Rhode Island 
and have achieved operations and have a total 
combined capacity of 0.21837 MW AC 
(0.30931 MW DC). PUC consultant 
recommends approval. 

RES-24-46 Walden Solar Maine V 
LLC  

Application for eligibility of the Walden Solar 
Maine V LLC Generation Unit, a 20 MW AC 
(27.5616 MW DC) solar energy facility located 
in Leeds, Maine. PUC consultant recommends 
conditional approval. 

24-53-TL Netspeed, LLC d/b/a 
GoNetspeed 

Application to provide services as a Class I and 
Class VI Telecommunications provider within 
the State of Rhode Island and request for 
protective treatment from public disclosure of 
the Company’s financial statements. The 
Division has found the applicant has fulfilled 
all requirements for approval and recommends 
request for confidential treatment be granted. 

24-52-TL Verizon Rhode Island Tariff Filing to Increase Residential Service 
Packages.  On November 25, 2024, Verizon 
filed for increases to the Basic Exchange 
Services monthly rate and originally to lifeline 
service.  On December 12, 2024, Verizon 
withdrew the request to increase the lifeline 
service rate.  The Division has filed a 
memorandum and recommends approval of the 
amended filing.  
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No further review or discussion was needed, Commissioner Revens moved to 
approve the items on the Consent Agenda, Commissioner Anthony seconded the 
motion. The motion was unanimously passed. Vote 3-0. 

 
XVI. Chairman Gerwatowski adjourned the Open Meeting at 11:47 A.M.   A web video 

of the Open Meeting discussions can be accessed at 
https://video.ibm.com/recorded/134143450   
 
 

   

https://video.ibm.com/recorded/134143450

