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   June 5, 2025 
 
Ms. Stephanie De La Rosa 
Clerk 
State of Rhode Island  
Public Utilities Commission  
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
RE: Pawtucket Water Supply Board – Docket 23-30-WW – Compliance Filing 
 
Dear Ms. De La Rosa: 

 
  Enclosed please find an original and nine copies of the following: 
 
1. The Narragansett Bay Commission’s response to the Rhode Island Division of 

Public Utilities and Carrier’s Data Requests (Set Thirteen).   
 
Please note that an electronic copy of this filing has been provided to the service list. Thank 

you for your attention to this matter. 
 

Sincerely, 
 

 
 

Joseph A. Keough, Jr. 
 

Enclosures 
 
cc: Service List (via electronic mail)  

Joseph Keough
JKeough



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 23-30-WW 

Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 13 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 13-1: Please provide a copy of PWSB’s most recent Infrastructure Replacement Plan 

(IFR). 
 
Response:   Please see attached. 
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 13 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 13-2: Referring to Excel Attachment “Summary of Treatment Plant Expenses” for FY 

2025, please provide an update on the following projects including anticipated 
costs and construction schedule including anticipated in-service date for each 
project. 
a. Carbon Replacement Project 
b. Clarifier Replacement Project 
c. Switch Gear Replacement Project 
d. Generator Replacement Project 

 
Response: a. Carbon Replacement Project - The carbon replacement was finished on 

5/30/25. We have not received the final invoice and expect to receive it next 
month. 
 
b. Clarifier Replacement Project - Clarifier rehab has been completed.  We 
have not received the final invoice and expect to receive it next month. 
 
c. Switch Gear Replacement Project - Veolia has retained a vendor to 
complete the work and the required equipment for the switch gear upgrade 
has been ordered. The installation and upgrade will take place in the next 
couple of weeks. 
 
d. Generator Replacement Project – This project  is actually another name for 
the Switch Gear replacement project and was incorrectly included as a 
separate project in the Excel Spreadsheet. It should be removed from the list. 

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
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Set 13 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 13-3: Will the final costs of the projects listed in DIV 13-2 be reconciled to the 

amount allowed in rates?  If so, when will PWSB file the reconciliation.  If not, 
please explain why the costs will not be reconciled.  

  
Response: The Settlement Agreement in Docket 23-30-WW provides as follows: 
 

“47. The PWSB and Division agree that in the step two compliance filing, the 
PWSB will reconcile (either upward or downward) the difference between the 
step one rate allowance and updated expenses based on nine (9) months of 
actual expenses (July 2024 through March 2025) and three (3) months of 
estimated expenses (April 2025 through July 2025) the following expenses: 

 
a. Treatment Plant Operating Contract and Expenses 
b. Electricity Expense” (emphasis added)  
 
PWSB has provided the actual costs of projects from July 2024 through March  
2025, and the estimated costs for the months April 2025 through June 2025 
as required by the Settlement Agreement. For updates on the estimated costs 
of the projects in the months April, May and June 2025, please see the 
PWSB’s response to Div. 13-2 and 13-7.  

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
  



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 23-30-WW 

Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 13 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 13-4: In PWSB’s Infrastructure Replacement Plan 2020 Update, Section 3.3.4 Water 

Treatment Maintenance and Repairs, paragraph 2, Funding and Scheduling, 
the plan states that: 
 
 “For planning purposes, PWSB allocates $500,000 annually for various 
upgrades of existing equipment and systems at the WTP which is to be funded 
through the IRF.”  
 
Please explain why PWSB is seeking funding as part of this Step Increase for 
treatment plant infrastructure projects such as those referenced in DIV 13-2, 
as opposed to using IRF funds as contemplated by PWSB’s 2020 IFR Plan. 

 
Response: The 2020 Infrastructure Replacement Plan was developed under the 

conditions of the expired treatment plant operations contract in which the 
operating company was responsible for 100% of the cost for all repairs to the 
facility, no matter the cost. This type of contract was not feasible for a 20-
year-old facility, which is why the new contract has a $20,000 cap per repair 
on the company’s liability.    

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
  



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 23-30-WW 

Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
Data Requests 

Set 13 
______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 13-5: Refer to the response to DIV. 12-5. Please identify which of the Water 

Treatment Plant projects for FY 2025 and FY 2026 are explicitly required by 
the new WTP contract with Veolia. 

 
Response: None of the projects identified are explicitly required by the WTP contract 

with Veolia. However, Veolia and PWSB agree that the proposed projects are 
necessary upgrades to a facility that is twenty years old in order to provide 
safe and reliable water treatment and meet all water quality standards. 
  

Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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Div. 13-6: Please provide evidence that specifically requires any of the projects listed in 

DIV. 12-5 to be performed during FY 2026. 
  
Response: There is nothing that specifically requires the projects listed to be performed 

during FY 2026. Based on the age of the facility and proper preventative 
maintenance practices and procedures, it is prudent to identify and perform 
repairs and upgrades before total failure of any particular systems which 
could lead to operational difficulties, safety hazards, and possible water 
quality violations.   

 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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DOCKET NO. 23-30-WW 

Response Of The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
To The Rhode Island Division of 

 Public Utilities and Carriers’ 
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______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 13-7:  Refer to the response to DIV. 12-6 Attachment. Please explain whether the 

amounts shown for Veolia Facility Repair and Replacement for the clarifier, 
Switch Gear and Generator are the amounts after subtracting the $20,000 per 
incident. 

 
Response:  The $20,000 amount was not deducted. As such, the amounts should be 

revised as follows: 
 

 Clarifier - $30,000 
 Switch Gear - $130,000 
 Generator - $0 (to be eliminated from the list as referenced in response 

to Div. 13-2) 
 
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
  



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
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To The Rhode Island Division of 
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______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 13-8: Refer to the response to DIV. 12-8 Attachment. Please provide the $821,942 

“Adjustments for Rate Year 2” broken down by labor cost adjustments, water 
treatment plant adjustments, and electricity expense adjustments. Please 
include the supporting calculations for these components of each category. 

 
Response:  Please see Excel Spreadsheet entitled Div. 13-8.   
 
Prepared by:  David Fox 
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To The Rhode Island Division of 
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______________________________________________________________________________
         
Div. 13-9: Refer to page 2 of Mr. Fox’s testimony. Please provide the supporting 

calculations for the amounts presented on lines 15 through 26. 
 
Response: Mr. Fox’s testimony incorrectly presented the total allowed expense for each 

budget center, rather than only the allowed Salaries and Benefits. The 
adjustments in allowed Salaries and Benefits for each budget center are as 
follows. These amounts can also be found on the ‘Salary Adjustments’ tab in 
the attachment provided in response to DIV. 13-8. 

 
 Increase Rate Year 1 (FY 2025) General & Admin. Salaries and Benefits 

allowance from $732,341 to $758,495 for Rate Year 2 (FY 2026). 
 

 Increase Rate Year 1 (FY 2025) Customer Service Salaries and Benefits 
allowance from $362,754 to $372,239 for Rate Year 2 (FY 2026). 

 
 Increase Rate Year 1 (FY 2025) Source of Supply Salaries and Benefits 

allowance from $259,993 to $266,993 for Rate Year 2 (FY 2026). 
 

 Increase Rate Year 1 (FY 2025) Transmission and Distribution Salaries and 
Benefits allowance from $1,408,915 to $1,445,546 for Rate Year 2 (FY 
2026). 

 
 Increase Rate Year 1 (FY 2025) Engineering Salaries and Benefits 

allowance from $636,949 to $654,750 for Rate Year 2 (FY 2026). 
 

 Increase Rate Year 1 (FY 2025) Metering Salaries and Benefits allowance 
from $281,694 to $289,928 for Rate Year 2 (FY 2026). 

 
Prepared by:  David Fox 
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CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify that on June 5, 2025, I sent a copy of the within to all parties set forth on 
the attached Service List by electronic mail and copies to Luly Massaro, Commission Clerk, by 
electronic mail and regular mail.  
 

Parties Email Distribution Phone 
Pawtucket Water Supply Board 
Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esq. 
Keough & Sweeney 
41 Mendon Ave. 
Pawtucket, RI  02861 
 

jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com; 401-724-3600 
 

James L. DeCelles, P.E. Chief 
Engineer  
Pawtucket Water Supply Board 
85 Branch St. 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 
 

decelles@pwsb.org;  
mlecours@pwsb.org 
 
 
 
 
 

401-729-5001 

David Fox, Consultant 
Raftelis Financial Consultants 
 

Dfox@raftelis.com;  

Division of Public Utilities & 
Carriers: 
Gregory Schultz, Esq. 
Dept. of Attorney General 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI  02903 

gschultz@riag.ri.gov; 401-222-2424 
 Al.mancini@dpuc.ri.gov;  

John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov;  
Al.contente@dpuc.ri.gov:  

ellen.golde@dpuc.ri.gov; 
Steven.Parrillo@dpuc.ri.gov;  

Machaela.Seaton@dpuc.ri.gov;  

mailto:jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com
mailto:decelles@pwsb.org
mailto:mlecours@pwsb.org
mailto:Dfox@raftelis.com
mailto:gschultz@riag.ri.gov
mailto:Al.mancini@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:John.bell@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:Al.contente@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:ellen.golde@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:Steven.Parrillo@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:Machaela.Seaton@dpuc.ri.gov
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Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov; 
Leo.wold@dpuc.ri.gov;  
mark.a.simpkins@dpuc.ri.gov;  
kyle.j.lynch@dpuc.ri.gov;  
 
 

Jerome Mierzwa 
Lafayette Morgan 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 
10480 Little Patuxent Pkwy, Suite 
300 
Columbia, MD 21044 
 

jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com;  410-992-7500 

lmorgan@exeterassociates.com;  

File original and nine (9) copies 
w/: Luly E. Massaro, Commission 
Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI 02888 

stephanie.delarosa@puc.ri.gov;  401-780-2107 
 
 Patricia.lucarelli@puc.ri.gov;  

Christopher.caramello@puc.ri.gov;  

Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov;  
Kristen.L.Masse@puc.ri.gov;  

 
 

 
 

        
Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esquire # 4925 

        KEOUGH + SWEENEY, LTD. 
        41 Mendon Avenue 
        Pawtucket, RI   02861 
        (401) 724-3600 (phone) 
        (401) 724-9909 (fax) 
        jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com 
 

mailto:Margaret.L.Hogan@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:Leo.wold@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:mark.a.simpkins@dpuc.ri.gov
mailto:kyle.j.lynch@dpuc.ri.gov
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mailto:Alan.nault@puc.ri.gov
mailto:Kristen.L.Masse@puc.ri.gov
Joseph Keough
JKeough


