
KEEGAN WERLIN LLP 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW  

99  HIGH  STREET,  Suite  2900  

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS  02110   TELECOPIER : 

———  (617) 951‐1354 

(617) 951‐1400 

June 6, 2025 

Ellen Golde, Division Clerk  
Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers 
89 Jefferson Boulevard  
Warwick, RI 02888  

Re: The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy 
Petition for Approval of Amendment to Firm Natural Gas Transportation 
Service Agreement with Manchester Street, L.L.C. 
Division Docket No. _____

Dear Ms. Golde: 

On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the 
“Company”), enclosed for filing is the Company’s petition for approval of the amendment to the 
firm natural gas transportation service agreement with Manchester Street, L.L.C. (the 
“Customer”), pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-2-5(2) and 815-RICR-00-00-1.13(A) (the 
“Petition”). 

As described in the Petition, the Company respectfully requests that the Division of 
Public Utilities and Carriers (the “Division”) approve the amendment and extension to the 
original firm natural gas transportation service agreement between the Company and the 
Customer approved by the Division on June 12, 2015, in Docket No. D-15-04 (“Agreement”), 
and Amendment No. 1 to the Agreement dated June 15, 2015.  

This filing also contains a Motion for Protective Treatment of Confidential Information in 
accordance with 815-RICR-00-00-1.3(D) of the Division’s Rules of Practice and Procedure 
(“Rule 1.3(D)”) and R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4)(B).  The Company seeks protection from public 
disclosure of confidential and privileged information contained in the Petition and its exhibits.  
In compliance with Rule 1.3(D), the Company has provided the Division with one complete, 
unredacted copy of the confidential information in a sealed envelope marked “Contains 
Privileged and Confidential Materials – Do Not Release,” and has included redacted copies of 
the materials for the public filing. 
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Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions.  Thank you for your 
attention to this matter. 

Very truly yours, 

Robert J. Humm 

Enclosures 

cc: Linda George, Division Administrator 
Christy Hetherington, Esq. 
John Harrington, Esq. 
Margaret L. Hogan, Esq. 
Kyle Lynch, Esq. 
Gregory Schultz, Esq. 
Mark Simpkins, Esq. 
Leo Wold, Esq. 
Jennifer Brooks Hutchinson, Esq., Rhode Island Energy 
Celia O’Brien, Esq., Rhode Island Energy 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND  
DIVISION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS 

_____________________________________ 

The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a 
Rhode Island Energy’s Petition for Approval 
of Amendment to Firm Natural Gas 
Transportation Service Agreement with 
Manchester Street, L.L.C. 
_____________________________________ 

) 
) 
) Division Docket No. _____ 
)
) 
) 
) 

MOTION OF THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY D/B/A RHODE ISLAND 
ENERGY FOR PROTECTIVE TREATMENT OF CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 

The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the “Company”) 

respectfully requests that the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (“Division”) 

provide confidential treatment and grant protection from public disclosure of certain confidential, 

sensitive, and proprietary information submitted in this proceeding in accordance with R.I. Gen. 

Laws § 38-2-2(4)(B) and 815-RICR-00-00-1.3(D)(3) of the Division’s Rules of Practice and 

Procedure (“Rules”).  The Company also respectfully requests that, pending entry of that finding, 

the Division preliminarily grant the Company’s request for confidential treatment pursuant 

to815-RICR-00-00-1.3(D)(2).   

I. BACKGROUND

On June 6, 2025, the Company filed with the Division a Petition for Approval of

Amendment to Firm Natural Gas Transportation Service Agreement with Manchester Street, 

L.L.C. (the “Petition”).  The Petition contains confidential and competitively sensitive pricing

information that has been redacted from the public filing, and is accompanied by the following 

exhibits, all of which also contain confidential information:  (1) Amendment No. 2 to the Firm 

Natural Gas Transportation Service Agreement (“Amendment No. 2”) between the Company and 
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Manchester Street, L.L.C. (the “Customer”) as Exhibit 1 Confidential; (2) the original Firm 

Natural Gas Transportation Service Agreement between the Company and the Customer 

approved by the Division on June 12, 2015, in Docket No. D-15-04 (the “Agreement”) as Exhibit 

2 Confidential; (3) a marginal cost analysis as Exhibit 3 Confidential; and (4) a comparison of 

the proposed contract rate to the Company’s filed tariff rate as Exhibit 4.  Collectively, the 

confidential information in the Petition and its exhibits are referred to as the “Confidential 

Information.”  In particular, Amendment No. 2 in Exhibit 1 and the Agreement in Exhibit 2 

contain pricing information that is confidential, competitively sensitive, and proprietary and 

should be afforded protective treatment.  The marginal cost analysis in Exhibit 3 and rate 

comparison in Exhibit 4 include Company analysis with highly confidential and proprietary 

information concerning natural gas fuel supply and competitively sensitive pricing information 

relating to Amendment No. 2.  Therefore, the Company seeks protective treatment for the 

Confidential Information.              

II. LEGAL STANDARD

815-RICR-00-00-1.3(D) of the Division’s Rules provides that access to public records

shall be granted in accordance with the Access to Public Records Act (“APRA”), R.I. Gen. Laws 

§ 38-2-1, et seq.  Under the APRA, all documents and materials submitted in connection with the

transaction of official business by an agency is deemed to be a “public record,” unless the 

information contained in such documents and materials falls within one of the exemptions 

specifically identified in R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4).  To the extent that information in a record 

provided to the Division falls within one of the designated ARPA exemptions, the Division has 

the authority under the terms of the APRA to deem such information confidential and to protect 

that information from public disclosure.  
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In that regard, R.I. Gen. Laws § 38-2-2(4)(B) provides that the following types of records 

shall not be deemed public: 

Trade secrets and commercial or financial information obtained 
from a person, firm, or corporation which is of a privileged or 
confidential nature. 

The Rhode Island Supreme Court has held that this confidential information exemption 

applies where disclosure of information would likely either (1) impair the government’s ability 

to obtain necessary information in the future; or (2) cause substantial harm to the competitive 

position of the person from whom the information was obtained.  Providence Journal Company 

v. Convention Center Authority, 774 A.2d 40 (R.I. 2001).

The first prong of the test is satisfied when information is provided voluntarily to the 

governmental agency and that information is of a kind that would customarily not be released to 

the public by the person from whom it was obtained.  Providence Journal, 774 A.2d at 47.   

III. BASIS FOR CONFIDENTIALITY

The Confidential Information is confidential because it includes commercially sensitive

pricing information and other information regarding confidential contract negotiations.  In 

addition, the Confidential Information is confidential because it includes highly proprietary 

information concerning natural gas fuel supply.  The pricing terms contained in the Petition and 

its exhibits are negotiated and proprietary to the Company and the Customer.  There are several 

factors that argue in support of a finding by the Division that these negotiated terms and pricing 

information should be granted protective treatment.  These factors go to both the business 

interests of the Company, as well as to the Customer, and to the Company’s customers who bear 

the cost of negotiated contracts.   

Disclosing confidential, competitively sensitive, and proprietary information could harm 

the Company’s ability to negotiate similar contracts or with other potential contract partners in 
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the future and compromise the existing contract and proposed extended contract between the 

Company and the Customer.  Moreover, public disclosure of the proprietary natural gas fuel 

supply information could result in potential third-party damage to the infrastructure that is the 

subject of the Agreement and Amendment No. 2.   

The Company customarily treats such information as confidential and proprietary and 

ordinarily does not disclose such information to the public.  For example, the same information 

and analysis as presented in the Confidential Information in the Petition and exhibits was 

afforded protective treatment as confidential information when the Division approved the 

Agreement in Docket No. D-15-04.  In short, public disclosure of the pricing and fuel supply 

information in the Confidential Information would substantially harm the Company and the 

Customer and should be afforded protective treatment.   

IV. CONCLUSION

For the foregoing reasons, the Company respectfully requests that the Division grant

protective treatment of the Confidential Information in the Petition and its exhibits.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC 
COMPANY D/B/A RHODE ISLAND 
ENERGY 

By its attorneys, 

______________________ 
Jennifer Brooks Hutchinson, Esq. 
Senior Counsel – Rhode Island 
PPL Services Corporation 
280 Melrose Street, Third Floor 
Providence, Rhode Island 02907 
(401) 316-7429
jhutchinson@pplweb.com

_______________________ 
Robert J. Humm, Esq. 
Keegan Werlin LLP 
One Cranberry Hill, Suite 304 
Lexington, Massachusetts 02421 
(617) 951-1400
rhumm@keeganwerlin.com

Dated: June 6, 2025 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND  
DIVISION OF PUBLIC UTILITIES AND CARRIERS 

_____________________________________ 

The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a 
Rhode Island Energy’s Petition for Approval 
of Amendment to Firm Natural Gas 
Transportation Service Agreement with 
Manchester Street, L.L.C. 
_____________________________________ 

) 
) 
) Docket No. _________ 
)
)
) 
) 

PETITION OF THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC COMPANY D/B/A RHODE 
ISLAND ENERGY FOR APPROVAL OF AMENDMENT TO FIRM NATURAL GAS 

TRANSPORTATION SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH MANCHESTER STREET, L.L.C. 

Pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-2-5(2) and 815-RICR-00-00-1.13(A), The Narragansett 

Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the “Company” or “Rhode Island Energy”) 

respectfully requests that the Rhode Island Division of Public Utilities and Carriers (the 

“Division”) approve the Amendment No. 2 to the Firm Natural Gas Transportation Service 

Agreement (“Amendment No. 2”) between the Company and Manchester Street, L.L.C. 

(“Customer”).  Amendment No. 2 extends and amends the original Firm Natural Gas 

Transportation Service Agreement between the Company and the Customer approved by the 

Division on June 12, 2015, in Docket No. D-15-04 (“Agreement”), and Amendment No. 1 to the 

Agreement dated June 15, 2015 (“Amendment No. 1”).  The Agreement, Amendment No. 1, and 

Amendment No. 2 are read and construed together as a single document.  

The Petition is accompanied by the following exhibits:  (1) Amendment No. 2 as  

Exhibit 1 Confidential; (2) the Agreement and Amendment No. 1, collectively, as Exhibit 2 

Confidential; (3) a marginal cost analysis as Exhibit 3 Confidential; and (4) a comparison of the 

proposed contract rate to the Company’s filed tariff rate as Exhibit 4 Confidential.  In support of 

this request, the Company states as follows. 

REDACTED
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I. BACKGROUND 

A. Agreement 

1. On November 17, 2014, the Company (at the time, known as The Narragansett 

Electric Company d/b/a National Grid) entered into the Agreement with the Customer (at the 

time, known as Dominion Energy Manchester Street, Inc.) for firm natural gas transportation 

service to the Manchester Street Power Station through the Manchester Street Gas Gate Station 

co-owned by Algonquin Gas Transmission Company (“Algonquin”) and the Customer. 

2. The Manchester Street Power Station is a natural gas electric generation facility 

owned by the Customer located at 40 Point Street, Providence, Rhode Island, that operates as a 

350-megawatt (“MW”) merchant power plant. 

3. The Manchester Street Gas Gate Station is a natural gas gate station located on 

Manchester Street in Providence, Rhode Island, that is connected directly to the Algonquin 

interstate gas transmission line through a dedicated gas take station and distribution pipeline 

owned and operated by the Company and that supplies the Manchester Street Power Station.     

4. Under the Agreement, the Company transports and delivers to the Manchester 

Street Gate Station an amount of gas up to the Daily Base Volume amount of 95,000 million 

British thermal units (“MMBTU”) of natural gas per day at an annual price of $ .  The 

charge includes Heater Gas volumes, referring to the quantity of gas required by the Customer to 

heat gas to be delivered under the terms of the Agreement. 

5. The Company and the Customer entered into the Agreement because it would not 

be economical for the Customer to dispatch the Manchester Street Gate Station in the 

commercial energy markets under the Company’s transportation service tariff applicable to all 

commercial and industrial (“C&I”) customers.  Docket No. D-15-04, Order No. 21936, at 1 

REDACTED
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(June 12, 2015).  Therefore, the Company and the Customer had to vary from the Company’s 

transportation service tariff because of the proximity of the Manchester Street Gate Station to the 

Algonquin pipeline and the fact that the Company’s facilities over which the gas is transported 

are dedicated to the Manchester Street Gate Station and are not integrated into the Company’s 

overall distribution system for service to all firm customers.  Id. 

6. After its review of the Agreement in Docket No. D-15-04, the Division’s 

Advocacy Section (“Advocacy Section”) found that the Agreement “provides revenues in excess 

of the cost of service, is reasonable, provides benefits such as additional margin to [the 

Company’s] distribution customers, and will not impose additional costs or risks to customers.”  

Docket No. D-15-04, Order No. 21936, at 2.  The Advocacy Section recommended approval of 

the Agreement because the terms of the Agreement were “reasonable . . . and in the best interest” 

of the Company and its customers.  Id. at 1-2.   

7. On June 12, 2015, the Division approved the Agreement pursuant to R.I. Gen. 

Laws § 39-2-5(2).  Docket No. D-15-04, Order No. 21936, at 2.   

8. On June 15, 2015, the Company and the Customer entered into Amendment No. 1 

to the Agreement to replace references to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission with the 

Division.    

9. Pursuant to its terms, the Agreement commenced on its Effective Date and 

remains in effect for 120 months thereafter (Agreement at Section 4.1).  The Effective Date of 

the Agreement is the “first Day following Division approval of this Agreement” (id. at Section 

1.6; Amendment No. 1 at Section 1.6).  Because the Division approved the Agreement on      

June 12, 2015, the Agreement commenced on the Effective Date of June 13, 2015, and is in 

effect for 120 months thereafter, which ends on June 12, 2025. 

REDACTED
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B. Amendment No. 2 

10. On January 31, 2025, the Company and the Customer entered into Amendment 

No. 2 for the purpose of extending and amending the Agreement.   

11. In particular, Amendment No. 2 extends the Agreement for an additional 24-

month period, ending on June 12, 2027 (the “Extension Termination Date”) (Amendment No. 2, 

at ¶ 1).   

12. Moreover, if the Company does not provide a Final Report related to the 

engineering for certain replacement, modification, and improvement work at the Manchester 

Street Gate Station (described below) by December 14, 2026, and the Customer notifies the 

Company by no later than February 12, 2027, of its desire to extend the Agreement, then the 

Agreement shall be extended for another 12-month period after the Extension Termination Date, 

ending on June 12, 2028 (Amendment No. 2, at ¶ 1).   

13. In addition, the Company notified the Customer that replacement, modification, 

or improvement of certain facilities at the Manchester Street Gate Station (“Work”) may be 

required due to the age and condition of the facilities (Amendment No. 2, at ¶ 2).  The Company 

will initiate engineering associated with the Work, which is estimated to cost approximately 

$  (“Projected Engineering Costs”) (id.).  The Customer will pay the Company for the 

actual cost associated with such engineering within 30 days after receipt of an invoice from the 

Company, which will be issued upon the Division’s approval of Amendment No. 2 (id.).   

14. Upon completion of the engineering associated with the Work, the Company will 

provide the Customer with a final statement of the engineering costs incurred by the Company 

and a detailed engineering report (the “Final Report”) (Amendment No. 2, at ¶ 2).  If actual costs 

exceed the Projected Engineering Costs paid by the Customer to the Company, then the 

REDACTED
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Customer will reimburse the Company the balance of the actual costs, up to a maximum of 

$  (id.).  If actual costs are less than the Projected Engineering Costs, then the Company 

will reimburse the difference to the Customer (id.).  The performance of the Work and 

reimbursement therefor will be the subject of a separate agreement, or by additional subsequent 

amendments to the Agreement, following good faith negotiations (id.).    

15. Amendment No. 2 is subject to the Division’s review, investigation, and approval 

(Amendment No. 2, at ¶ 3).     

16. Amendment No. 2, along with the Agreement and Amendment No. 1, shall be 

read and construed together as a single document (Amendment No. 2, at ¶ 5).     

II. LEGAL STANDARD 

17. With the approval of the Division, a public utility may grant special rates to any 

special class or classes of persons in cases where the special rates shall seem to the Division just 

and reasonable, or required in the interests of the public, and not unjustly discriminatory.  R.I. 

Gen. Laws § 39-2-5(2).   

III. BASIS FOR APPROVAL 

18. The Company requests that the Division approve Amendment No. 2 to extend the 

Agreement through June 12, 2027, and, further, to June 12, 2028, if needed by the parties to 

complete the Final Report for the engineering associated with the Work at the Manchester Street 

Gate Station.    

19. Based on the same reasoning underlying the Division’s approval of the 

Agreement in Docket No. D-15-04, it is necessary to extend the Agreement as set forth in 

Amendment No. 2 because it would not be economical for the Customer to dispatch the 

Manchester Street Gate Station in the commercial energy markets under the Company’s 

transportation service tariff applicable to all C&I customers.   

REDACTED
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20. Therefore, it is necessary for the Company and the Customer to continue to vary 

from the Company’s transportation service tariff because of the proximity of the Manchester 

Street Gate Station to the Algonquin pipeline and the fact that the Company’s facilities over 

which the gas is transported are dedicated to the Manchester Street Gate Station and are not 

integrated into the Company’s overall distribution system for service to all firm customers.   

21. The $  annual charge is based on the operation and maintenance (“O&M”) 

costs the Company projected to incur during the existing contract period from June 2015 through 

June 2025, and which the Company expects to continue over the term of Amendment No. 2.  In 

addition, the annual charge will also compensate the Company for the cost of heater gas used at 

the Manchester Street Station and is also intended to absorb any unexpected O&M costs or 

unanticipated capital investment.  Exhibit 3 Confidential presents the Company’s assumptions on 

annual O&M costs associated with Amendment No. 2 over its two-year term.  Based on this 

analysis, the annual charge of $  continues to be reasonable and appropriate. 

22. Moreover, the Company estimates that the Customer would be charged 

approximately $  per year, if billed under the Company’s Extra Large High Load 

Factor Rate 24 (“Rate 24”) firm tariff rate.  Exhibit 4 Confidential provides the Company’s 

estimate of the charges pursuant to Rate 24.  Based on this estimate, the Company can only 

hypothesize that it would not be economically feasible for the Customer to dispatch the 

Manchester Street Station in the New England electricity markets if it were billed for gas 

transportation service under Rate 24.  As a result, the Company entered into Amendment No. 2 

at a price that allows the Customer to economically dispatch the plant while permitting the 

Company to recover its costs to operate and maintain the facilities used by the Customer and 

needed to deliver gas to the Customer to operate the Manchester Street Station.    

REDACTED
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23. Therefore, the price of $  for 95,000 MMBTU of natural gas per day makes 

it economical for the Customer to dispatch the plant while permitting the Company to recover its 

costs and maintain the facilities and deliver the gas volume (see Exhibit 3 Confidential and 

Exhibit 4Confidential). 

24. In addition, the Customer has agreed to pay the Company for the actual 

engineering costs for the Work at the Manchester Street Gate Station to address the age and 

condition of the facilities.   

25. For these reasons, Amendment No. 2 will continue to provide revenues in excess 

of the cost of service; is reasonable; provides benefits, such as additional margin to the 

Company’s distribution customers; and will not impose additional costs or risks to customers.   

26. Accordingly, the terms of Amendment No. 2 are just and reasonable and in the 

best interest of the Company and its customers, and are not unjustly discriminatory.   

IV. CONCLUSION 

For the foregoing reasons, the Company respectfully requests that the Division approve 

Amendment No. 2 to the Agreement pursuant to R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-2-5(2).  
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Respectfully submitted, 
 
THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC 
COMPANY D/B/A RHODE ISLAND 
ENERGY 
 
By its attorneys, 
 

 
______________________ 
Jennifer Brooks Hutchinson, Esq. 
Senior Counsel – Rhode Island 
PPL Services Corporation 
280 Melrose Street, Third Floor 
Providence, Rhode Island 02907 
(401) 316-7429 
jhutchinson@pplweb.com  
 

_______________________ 
Robert J. Humm, Esq. 
Keegan Werlin LLP 
One Cranberry Hill, Suite 304 
Lexington, Massachusetts 02421 
(617) 951-1400   
rhumm@keeganwerlin.com 
 
Dated: June 6, 2025 

REDACTED
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