8/20/2025
Newport

To The Energy Facility Siting Board (EFSB)

| am Miles Bidwell, Ph.D. I live at 57 Thames Street, Newport, RI 02840. | write to express my strong
opposition to the proposed moratorium on new natural gas connections on Aquidneck Island.

| am an Economist, and it is my professional opinion that such a moratorium would do great
damage to the residents and businesses on Aquidneck Island. Rhode Island natural gas is
expensive because well meaning but misinformed people and groups have been able to limit the
amount of inexpensive, clean natural gas coming to Aquidneck Island, and indeed to all New
England. The answer to this is to build new gas pipelines and to uncap and finish pipelines that
already exist.

The answer is not to prevent people from using the fuel they want. Starving Aquidneck of natural
gas would cause hardship by increasing costs for heating and could prevent new construction of
businesses such as hotels and restaurants with all the employment and associated benefits to our
city.

Respectfully submitted,
Miles Bidwell, Ph.D.

Dr. Bidwell has a Ph.D. in economics from Columbia University. He has worked on electricity
market design and pricing for more than 30 years. He was a major architect in the design of the
current New England capacity market which is based on one of his Journal Articles.



