August 26, 2025

To chairman Gerwatowski and the members of the State of Rhode Island Energy Facility Siting Board:

In regards to Siting Board Docket No. SB-2021-04, | am writing in support of a moratorium on new gas

connections on Aquidneck Island.

My parents still live in the home they purchased when my family moved to Portsmouth in 1987. My sister
lives in Middletown. My husband and I recently purchased a home that’s less than a mile from the LNG
facility on Old Mill Lane. But please do not mistake this letter as a plea for “Not In My Backyard.” Rather, it’s
a plea for Not At All

Fossil fuels are the problem, not the solution. Unlimited gas connections today will lock Aquidneck Island
residents into an expensive, planet-warming heat source for decades to come. Rhode Island’s Act on Climate

mandates net-zero emissions by 2050; expanding gas infrastructure will render that impossible.

The immediate environmental impacts should not be overlooked. The Mill Lane facility abuts conservation
land to the north, and the plan for upgrades require clearing and excavation of freshwater wetlands to the
south. While the plan includes restoration of plant material, it does not address the ongoing harms to
residents and wildlife from noise and light pollution, which will continue as long as the facility operates—

not to mention the threat of combustion of stored liquified gas in a residential area.

| urge the board to embrace this opportunity to prioritize renewable energy. Rhode Islanders
overwhelmingly support clean, equitable, energy. We can look to Maine, the national leader in heat pump
adoption, where current renewable energy policies saved ratepayers $21.5 million between 2011 and

20221

Surrounded by eroding shorelines, Island residents have a front row seat to the effects of a warming
climate. It's clear that dependence on fossil fuels is threatening our livelihoods and our lives. Please take

this first step in transitioning to a safer, healthier future for all.

Thank you,

Jessica and Brock Allen
699 Black Point Lane, Portsmouth

Meghan Sepe
2 O’Donnell Way, Middletown

Thttps://themainemonitor.org/clean-energy-2040-legislation/



