
August 20, 2025

RE: Siting Board Docket No. SB-2021-04

Dear Chair Gerwatowski, Director Gray, and Director Brady, 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment. I am writing on behalf of Roots 2Empower in regards to
the subject of a potential gas moratorium on Aquidneck Island. Roots 2Empower works to foster an
equitable and community-driven transition to a regenerative future, and transitioning away from
fossil fuels is a key part of this vision.

 We are in support of a gas connection moratorium for the following reasons:
An all-electric construction is feasible and necessary to meet increasing energy demands.
An all-electric construction produces health benefits, especially for the frontline communities
who are most vulnerable to and most impacted by fossil fuel infrastructure.
Eliminating new gas hookups and instituting rate reform measures can result in more equitable
and affordable charges for ratepayers.

We know that the burning of fossil fuels like methane (natural gas) is directly responsible for record-
breaking temperatures, rising sea levels, and extreme weather events like droughts, wildfires, and
storms. Not only that, the methane we use in Rhode Island comes primarily from the Marcellus and
Utica shale regions in Pennsylvania, West Virginia, and Ohio, and extracting it poses serious
environmental and health impacts to these communities, including flammable tap water. We need to
find a way to meet our grid’s energy demand without polluting our air and water and making climate
change worse in the process. We need to protect the people, wildlife, land, and water in our state by
divesting from fossil fuels like gas and investing in clean, renewable, and freely available energy like
offshore wind and solar. 

A majority of Rhode Islanders are in favor of transitioning to clean energy. People are aware of the
impacts of relying on gas and are bearing the brunt of volatile gas prices in the midst of rising cost-of-
living. They want sustainable and local energy options that provide family-sustaining jobs for Rhode
Island residents. We urge the board to put a moratorium on the gas connection in Portsmouth in
order to meet the goals and requirements of the Act on Climate.

Sincerely,

Clare Kim
Program Manager, Roots 2Empower

contact@roots2empower.org
166 Valley Street

Providence, RI 02909
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