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Ronald Gerwatowski, Chairman 
RI Energy Facility Siting Board 
89 Jefferson Blvd 
Warwick, RI 02888 
 

RE:  Docket-SB-2021-04   by e-mail via: kristen.l.masse@puc.ri.gov 

Dear Chairman Gerwatowski and members of the Siting Board: 

I am writing in support of a moratorium on all new hotel construction and large 
commercial projects on Aquideneck Island, for the following reasons.  
 
First: Hotel projects will add more demand on a natural gas  
infrastructure that left most Newporters out in the cold for a week a few  
sub-zero winters ago (2019). My wife and I spent 5 days in two hotels. And there 
are no plans to increase natural gas availability to Rhode Island since 
Massachusetts and New York both refuse to allow another pipeline. Yet two more 
hotels have already been added on Americas Cup Avenue. Subsequent testimony 
by the RI Division of Public Utilities summarized the problem as follows: 
 
“Unfortunately, we find that the Company’s assessments of gas service  
requirements for Aquidneck Island and the costs of alternatives for meeting  
those requirements ignore information regarding the actual customer and  
usage growth patterns that can be for Aquidneck Island. In fact, as will be  
developed further  herein, recent trends in population, customer growth, and  
sales growth for Aquidneck Island appear incongruent with the system-wide  
growth trends on which TNEC has relied in its assessment of future Aquidneck  
Island service  requirements.”  (The Siting Board will be familiar with this.) 
 
The temporary peak supply system currently installed as a result of the 2019  
event was needed last Winter and will be needed more often. It uses LNG 
vaporization at a cost of around 1000 times our current market rate due to 
amortizing the capital expense with only short term usage. When used, that 
difference will be paid by all Rhode Island ratepayers, not just the hotels. 
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2. Even when there is not a shutdown, our gas rates are doubled when demand  

is close to the limit. Typically, the last month in 2023, my own bill showed a 
total, (net of a gross earnings tax of $4.89), of $158.26. Of that, $78.52 was 
due to a Peak Distribution Charge and a Distribution Adjustment Charge. 
That’s 50%. This last month, my delivery charges were 59% of the total. 

Of course the answer to this down the line is to uncap and complete the existing 
pipelines the former administration put their own moratorium on.  

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Benjamin C. Riggs 
CAPT     USN (ret) 
The Energy Council of RI 
15 Harrington St. #D 
Newport, RI 02840 
401/846-2540 
 

 


