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DeLaRosa, Stephanie (PUC)

From: Masse, Kristen (PUC)
Sent: Wednesday, August 20, 2025 8:56 AM
To: DeLaRosa, Stephanie (PUC)
Subject: FW: Written Testimony for Hearing on the Potential Natural Gas Moratorium On 

Aquidneck Island

Follow Up Flag: Follow up
Flag Status: Flagged

 
 

From: Emily Conklin <emzconklin@gmail.com>  
Sent: Tuesday, August 19, 2025 9:15 PM 
To: Masse, Kristen (PUC) <Kristen.L.Masse@puc.ri.gov> 
Subject: Written Testimony for Hearing on the Potential Natural Gas Moratorium On Aquidneck Island 
 
Good eve ning , I am writing to submit the below as written testimony for the public heari ng on P otential Natural Gas Morat orium On Aquidneck Island tomorrow , 8/20. I know 72hr notice is requested for submission of written testimony, so if this  
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Good evening,  
 
I am writing to submit the below as written testimony for the public hearing on Potential Natural Gas 
Moratorium On Aquidneck Island tomorrow, 8/20. I know 72hr notice is requested for submission of 
written testimony, so if this is unable to be included, I would request it would be considered at the 8/27 
meeting.  
 
Thank you and please let me know if you need anything further.  
 
Testimony is as follows:  
 
Emily Conklin, 7 Guinn CT Newport, RI 02840  
 
I am writing in strong support of a potential natural gas moratorium on Aquidneck Island. For the health 
of our residents and our climate, moving away from fossil fuels and towards full reliance on renewable 
energy is essential. Though natural gas is often referred to as "cleaner" or a "bridge fuel", it is indeed a 
fossil fuel and its use is digging us further into the hole of climate change. As an island, we should be 
especially motivated to eliminate our reliance on fossil fuels in order to protect our communities from 
sea level rise, increased flooding, and other impacts of climate change. A moratorium on natural gas 
would be a huge step in the right direction.  
 
We are fortunate where we live to be fairly divorced from the production of our energy. Communities 
located near gas or other fossil fuel plants generally have worse air quality and higher rates of asthma, 
water quality concerns, and higher instances of disease such as cancer. Fossil fuel extraction, 
processing, and transport quite literally poison communities. Under no circumstances should we be 
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expanding the infrastructure that keeps us reliant on fuels that make us and our environment sick. 
Instead, we can take steps like a natural gas moratorium that will help us transition to cleaner, more 
reliable sources of energy.  
 
We are already seeing the effects of climate change in the form of more frequent flooding, more intense 
storm events, more frequent and intense heat waves...on and on. There is no avoiding the fact that the 
climate crisis is here, now. But that doesn't mean there is nothing we can do. Rapid decarbonization is 
essential to protecting our health, our communities' wellbeing, and our longevity on this island. 
Instituting a moratorium on natural gas on Aquidneck Island would assist in these goals and be a step in 
the right direction for the health of our environment and ourselves.  
 
Thank you.  
 
--  
Emily Conklin 
Marine Biologist & Science Communicator 
Vice Chair, Newport Energy & Environment Commission [cityofnewport.com] 
M.S., Marine Biology, Northeastern University  
she/her 
• LinkedIn [linkedin.com] • Bluesky [bsky.app] • 
 
 
 


