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August 28, 2025 

 

Ms. Stephanie DeLaRosa, Clerk 

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 

89 Jefferson Boulevard 

Warwick, RI 02888 

 

Re: Docket No. 25-26-REG 

 

Dear Ms. DeLaRosa: 

 

On July 8, 2025, the Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources (“OER”), in consultation 

with the Rhode Island Distributed Generation Board (“DG Board”), filed a request for approval to 

perform quality assurance for the 2025 Renewable Energy (“RE”) Growth Program. In its request, 

the parties noted that the DG Board approved the submission of this request at its meeting held on 

May 19, 2025. The filing seeks approval for a total budget of $244,531.00. 

 

R.I. Gen. Laws § 39-26.6-4(b) provides authorization for OER, in consultation with the 

DG Board, for the requested funding: 

 

“The office, in consultation with the board, shall be authorized to hire, or to request the 

electric-distribution company to hire, the services of qualified consultants to perform 

ceiling price studies subject to commission approval that shall be granted or denied within 

sixty (60) days of receipt of such request from the office. The cost of the studies shall be 

recoverable through the rate-reconciliation provisions of the electric-distribution company 

set forth in § 39-26.6-25, subject to commission approval. In addition, the office, in 

consultation with the board, may request the commission to approve other costs incurred 

by the board, office, or the electric-distribution company to utilize consultants for annual 

programmatic services or to perform any other studies and reports, subject to the review 

and approval of the commission, that shall be granted or denied within one hundred twenty 

(120) days of receipt of the request from the office, and that shall be recoverable through 

the same reconciliation provisions.” 

 



In support of its request, OER and the DG Board submitted a report prepared by Natural 

Power entitled Study of Renewable Energy Installation Quality: Renewable Energy Growth 

Program 2024 Study, dated February 24, 2025. OER and the DG Board has contracted with Natural 

Power for several years to perform inspections and evaluation of the quality of projects 

implemented through the RE program. This report addresses findings from Program Year 2024. 

 

Based on the findings from this study, Natural Power presented recommendations for further 

quality assurance, including: 

 

1) Providing additional technical guidance and training sessions for small scale installers; 

2) Conducting field inspection site visits and providing on-the-job training; 

3) Further quality assurance studies; 

4) Conducting small-scale and storage inspections to identify trends in deficiencies; and 

5) Creating an information center for REG participants on the OER website to enhance 

program knowledge. 

 

In its filing, OER provides a budget breakdown of these tasks based on Natural Power’s cost 

proposal. In total, OER seeks a not-to-exceed budget of $244,531.00. OER has indicated that it 

has elected not to implement inspections during the construction phase for small scale installers, 

which accounts for $10,593.00 of the total budget. In its response to PUC Data Request 1-5, OER 

indicated that it intends for the $10,593.00 to remain in the budget as a “discretionary pool to cover 

potential costs” associated with installer training. 

 

The Division has carefully reviewed Natural Power’s report as well as OER’s responses to the 

PUC’s data requests and finds the requested budget to be fair and reasonable. The Division 

continues to be supportive of inspection and quality control. Notably, OER did not perform 

inspections in 2023 due to low program participation. As such, the Division is pleased to see the 

results from Program Year 2024 and recommends approval of this request for funding to support 

continued quality assurance. 

 

        Very Truly Yours, 

 

        /s/ Nicole M. Corbin 

 

        Nicole M. Corbin, Esq. 

        Deputy Chief of Legal Services 

 

cc: Linda D. George, Esq., Administrator 


