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Energy Facilities Siting Board
89 Jefferson Boulevard
Warwick, RI 02888

Re: Opposition to a Natural Gas Connection Moratorium on Aquidneck Island
Dear Chair and Members of the Board,

As Chair of the Rhode Island Senate Committee on Finance and as the District 12

Senator (Middletown, Little Compton, Tiverton and Newport), | respectfully submit this
letter urging the Board to reject any proposal for a moratorium on_.new natural gas
connections on Aquidneck Island. Such a policy would create severe and lasting impacts

on Rhode Island households, our local economy, and on critical national institutions
located on the Island.

Economic Consequences for Households and Development: In early 2025, Fourth
Economy Consulting performed an Economic Impact Analysis of a potential moratorium.,
The analysis demonstrates the following: Residents would face dramatic increases in
upfront and ongoing energy costs; Developers would encounter significant new barriers to
investment; Newport County as a whole would suffer losses in earnings and jobs if projects
were delayed or abandoned.

For households, the data is clear: Conversion costs for all-electric retrofits could reach
$53,300 per home, with monthly bills rising 25% higher than gas customers. This translates
directly into reduced purchasing power for families and diminished economic activity for
local businesses. Developers, particularly those working on retrofit projects, would see
higher costs of up to $1.3 million per project, discouraging reinvestment in existing housing
stock at a time when Rhode Island desperately needs affordable housing solutions.



Implications for National Defense and Science: Equally important, Aquidneck Island
plays anirreplaceable role in our nation’s defense and scientific leadership. It is home to
Naval Station Newport, the Naval Undersea Warfare Center, the Naval War College, the
U.S. Coast Guard, and NOAA as well as the supporting contractors. These institutions
ensure national security and maritime safety, and they conduct groundbreaking ocean and
atmospheric research. Collectively, they require reliable and affordable energy to maintain
operations and readiness. A moratorium that threatens energy stability directly undermines
missions that extend well beyond Rhode Island’s borders.

Conclusion: The Board’s responsibility is not only to balance energy policy but also to
safeguard the public interest. A natural gas moratorium would shift disproportionate costs
onto Rhode Island families, discourage critical development, and weaken institutions vital
to America’s security and innovation.

While renewable energy development must continue, we cannot compromise affordability
and reliability in the process. For these reasons, I strongly urge the Energy Facilities
Siting Board to reject any natural gas moratorium on Aquidneck Island. | have attached

key findings from the Fourth Economy Consulting report to support this position and
respectfully request that they be entered into the record.

Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of this matter.

Dt

Louis P. DiPalma
Senator - District 12

Encl. Fourth Economy Consulting report



