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Phone 401-784-4263  

 
 
 
 
 
 
October 17, 2025 

 
 
VIA ELECTRONIC MAIL AND HAND DELIVERY 
 
 
Stephanie De La Rosa, Commission Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
RE:  Docket No. 25-25-EL – The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy  
 Integrated Clean and Renewable Energy Procurement Study (“ICREP Study”) 

Rhode Island Energy Comment 
 
Dear Ms. De La Rosa: 
 

On behalf of The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the 
“Company”), enclosed please find the Company’s comments in response to the Notice for 
Written Public Comment issued by the Public Utilities Commission in the above-referenced 
matter.  
 

Thank you for your attention to this matter.  If you have any questions, please contact me 
at 401-784-4263. 

 
           Sincerely, 
 

             
  
 Andrew S. Marcaccio 
Enclosure 
 
cc: Docket No. 25-25-EL Service List 
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The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy 
Comments in Response to the Public Utilities Commission’s  

Notice for Written Public Comment 
 
The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (the “Company”) respectfully 
submits the following comments in response to the Notice for Written Public Comment issued by 
the Public Utilities Commission (“Commission”) in Docket No. 25-25-EL, the Integrated Clean 
and Renewable Energy Procurement Study (“ICREP Study”). The Company appreciates the 
Commission’s initiative to advance Rhode Island’s clean energy procurement strategy and ensure 
ongoing compliance with the Renewable Energy Standard (“RES”). 
  
In reviewing the proposed scenario framework, the Company recommends the following 
considerations to strengthen the study’s analytical rigor and decision-usefulness, all of which are 
addressed in the scenario outlines provided in Appendix A: 
 

 Clarify scenario definitions to ensure each pathway—annual RES compliance, in-state 
REC sourcing, seasonal matching, and delayed compliance milestones—is distinctly 
modeled and aligned with Commission requirements. 

 Expand scenario details to include comprehensive modeling of REC supply and demand, 
cost impacts, and customer bill impacts for years 2033, 2040, and 2050. 

 Incorporate sensitivity analyses for key variables, such as electric load growth, project 
delays, and REC market changes, to test the robustness of each scenario. 

 Address feasibility and regional coordination in scenarios involving in-state resources 
and regional procurement, including transmission, storage, and market risks. 

 Ensure all scenarios report decision-useful outputs—including supply sufficiency 
indicators, net revenue requirements, and illustrative bill impacts—as outlined in the 
Commission’s notice. 
 

Appendix A outlines six scenarios proposed by the Commission and refined by the Company, 
each accompanied by a description of the alternative scenario, including key input assumptions 
and decision-useful outputs. The first scenario presented is the 'Base Case Scenario,' which 
establishes the foundational inputs and forecasts. All alternative scenarios are derived from this 
base case to ensure consistency in assumptions and inputs across the analysis. 
 

The Company recommends that an ICREP study be conducted no more frequently than once 
every three years, to ensure the integration of substantive changes in renewable energy 
development and electricity demand. This recommended interval reflects a balance between the 
evolving dynamics of the electricity sector and the cost, time, and effort required to undertake a 
study of this scope. 
 
The Company looks forward to working collaboratively with the Commission and stakeholders 
to achieve the objectives of the ICREP Study.
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Appendix A 
 
Base Case Scenario:  
  
Renewable Energy Standard Compliance Through 2050 Using ISO-New England  
(ISO-NE) RECs 
 
This scenario will evaluate Rhode Island’s ability to comply with the RES through 2050 by 
procuring renewable energy certificates (RECs) from the ISO-NE market. The analysis will 
consider projections aligned with ISO-NE's Forecast Report of Capacity, Energy, Loads, and 
Transmission (CELT Report) and other reliable sources. For the milestone years 2033, 2040, and 
2050, the scenario will assess the number of RECs required for compliance, the anticipated REC 
supply, and whether annual RES compliance is achievable under these conditions. This scenario 
will serve as the baseline for evaluating all other scenarios. 
 
Key elements of the analysis include: 
 

 Regional REC Supply and Demand: Model the projected availability of RECs in the ISO-
NE market, accounting for renewable generation additions, retirements, load growth, and 
policy changes across the region. 
 

 Potential Shortfalls: Identify if and when regional REC supply may be insufficient to 
meet Rhode Island’s RES obligations. 
 

 Cost and Bill Impacts: Estimate the cost of compliance under a market-based REC 
procurement strategy, including potential REC price volatility and its impact on Rhode 
Island ratepayers. 
 

 Decision-Useful Outputs: Provide annual projections of REC sufficiency, compliance 
costs, and illustrative bill impacts for Rhode Island customers in 2033, 2040, and 2050. 

 
This scenario will provide a clear baseline for comparison with alternative compliance pathways 
and inform decision-making regarding future renewable energy procurement strategies. 
 
Alternative Scenario 1: 
  
High Electric Load Growth - RES Compliance Under Accelerated Electrification 
 
This scenario evaluates Rhode Island’s ability to comply with the RES through 2050 under a 
trajectory of elevated load growth. It considers the potential for significant increases in electricity 
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demand, ranging from 25% to 100% above the base case by 2050, driven by factors such as  
expanded electrification of transportation, heating, and the expansion of data centers. 
Key elements of the analysis include: 
 

 Regional REC Supply and Demand: Model the projected availability of RECs in the ISO-
NE market under higher load growth, accounting for increased demand, renewable 
generation additions, retirements, and known policy changes across the region. 
 

 Potential Shortfalls: Identify if and when regional REC supply may be insufficient to 
meet Rhode Island’s RES obligations under this high load growth scenario. 
 

 Cost and Bill Impacts: Estimate the cost of compliance under a market-based REC 
procurement strategy, including the potential for increased REC price volatility and its 
impact on Rhode Island ratepayers for increased load growth scenarios. 
 

 Decision-Useful Outputs: Provide annual projections of REC sufficiency, compliance 
costs, and illustrative bill impacts for Rhode Island customers in 2033, 2040, and 2050. 

 
This scenario will inform the potential challenges and costs associated with RES compliance in a 
future characterized by significant electrification and increased electricity demand. 
 
Alternative Scenario 2:  
 
Delayed 100% RES Compliance Scenario - 100% RES Target Moved to 2040 or 2050 
This scenario evaluates the implications of shifting Rhode Island’s 100% RES compliance 
deadline from 2033 to a later year, such as 2040 or 2050. The analysis will assess how a more 
gradual compliance trajectory affects renewable procurement needs, costs, and ratepayer 
impacts. 
 
Key elements of the analysis include: 
 

 Regional REC Supply and Demand: Compare the compliance costs under the current 
2033 deadline versus delayed targets in 2040 or 2050. 
 

 Potential Shortfalls: Identify if and when regional REC supply may be insufficient to 
meet Rhode Island’s RES obligations with a 100% RES compliance deadline of 2040 or 
2050. 
 

 Cost and Bill Impacts: Analyze whether a delayed schedule smooths costs and bill 
impacts for ratepayers or simply defers necessary investments and associated risks. 
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 Decision-Useful Outputs: Provide comparative projections of REC sufficiency, 
compliance costs, and illustrative bill impacts for Rhode Island customers in 2033, 2040, 
and 2050. 

 
This scenario will inform the tradeoffs between accelerated and extended timelines for achieving 
100% RES compliance, supporting evidence-based decision-making on Rhode Island’s 
renewable energy policy. 
 
Alternative Scenario 3:  
 
Participation in Maine RFP for Onshore Wind and Other Renewable Energy Including 
Receipt of RECs by 2035 
 
This scenario evaluates the potential for Rhode Island Energy to participate in Maine’s request 
for proposals (RFP) to procure onshore wind or other renewable energy projects, with the 
objective of receiving RECs by 2035. The analysis will examine the implications of regional 
collaboration for cost-effective RES compliance and will consider the impacts of various project 
sizes and REC allocations among ISO-NE states. While the specific cost of new renewables in 
Maine is not assumed, the scenario will assess how such participation could influence the 
regional REC market and Rhode Island’s compliance strategy. 
Key elements of the analysis include: 
 

 Evaluate the potential increase in REC availability resulting from the development of 
new onshore wind or other renewable energy projects in Maine. This assessment should 
include an analysis of how project output may be allocated among participating ISO-NE 
states, with particular emphasis on the implications for Rhode Island. 
 

 Potential Shortfalls: Identify if and when regional REC supply, including contributions 
from the Maine RFP, may be insufficient to meet Rhode Island’s RES obligations. 
 

 Cost and Bill Impacts: Estimate the cost of compliance under this collaborative 
procurement approach, including potential impacts on REC prices and Rhode Island 
ratepayers. 
 

 Decision-Useful Outputs: Provide annual projections of REC sufficiency, compliance 
costs, and illustrative bill impacts for Rhode Island customers in 2033, 2040, and 2050. 

 
This scenario will inform the benefits and challenges of regional procurement strategies and their 
potential to support Rhode Island’s long-term renewable energy goals. 
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Alternative Scenario 4:  
 
Meet RES Using Only In-State RECs 
 
This scenario evaluates the feasibility and implications of Rhode Island Energy meeting all RES 
requirements exclusively with RECs generated from resources located within Rhode Island. The 
analysis will assess the cost, resource needs, and practical challenges of relying solely on in-state 
renewable generation for RES compliance. 
 
Key elements of the analysis include: 
 

 In-State REC Supply and Demand: Estimate the amount and types of new renewable 
capacity required within Rhode Island to generate sufficient RECs for full RES 
compliance in 2033, 2040, and 2050. 
 

 Potential Shortfalls: Identify if and when the in-state REC supply may be insufficient to 
meet Rhode Island’s RES obligations under this scenario. 
 

 Feasibility Assessment: Evaluate the technical, land use, permitting, and infrastructure 
considerations associated with developing the necessary in-state resources. 
 

 Cost and Bill Impacts: Quantify the cost of compliance under an in-state-only 
procurement strategy. 
 

 Decision-Useful Outputs: Provide annual projections of in-state REC sufficiency, 
compliance costs, and illustrative bill impacts for Rhode Island customers in 2033, 2040, 
and 2050.  

 
This scenario will inform the cost-effectiveness and practicality of an in-state-only approach to 
RES compliance and highlight the tradeoffs compared to regional procurement strategies. 
 
Alternative Scenario 5: 
 
Seasonal Matching of RECs to Offset Carbon Emissions 
 
This scenario evaluates the feasibility and implications of aligning Rhode Island Energy’s REC 
procurement with the state’s seasonal (summer/winter) electricity consumption patterns, with the 
goal of more closely matching renewable generation to actual usage and maximizing carbon 
emissions reductions. Rather than relying solely on annual REC balancing, this approach seeks 
to procure RECs in a manner that reflects the seasonal variability of both electricity demand and 
renewable resource output. 
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Key elements of the analysis include: 
 

 Seasonal REC Supply and Demand: Assess the projected availability of RECs by season, 
considering the generation profiles of different renewable and their alignment with Rhode 
Island’s seasonal load patterns.  
 

 Feasibility Assessment: Evaluate the operational and market challenges of achieving 
seasonal matching, including the need for energy storage, demand response, or other 
resources to address mismatches between renewable generation and load. 
 

 Cost and Bill Impacts: Estimate the incremental costs and potential ratepayer impacts of 
procuring RECs to match seasonal demand, including the potential for higher REC prices 
during periods of low renewable output. 
 

 Decision-Useful Outputs: Provide seasonal projections of REC sufficiency, compliance 
costs, and illustrative bill impacts for Rhode Island customers in 2033, 2040, and 2050. 

 
This scenario will inform the potential benefits and challenges of a more granular, seasonally-
aligned REC procurement strategy, supporting Rhode Island’s carbon reduction goals and 
providing greater transparency in renewable energy claims. 
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