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October 17, 2025

Stephanie De La Rosa, Commission Clerk
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission
89 Jefferson Blvd.

Warwick, Rl 02888

Re: Brookfield Renewable Comments — Docket No. 25-25-EL

Brookfield Renewable’ appreciates the opportunity to submit these comments on the
Integrated Clean and Renewable Energy Procurement Study process. These comments
aim to support the PUC in its review of enhancements and adjustments to renewable
purchases to achieve RES requirements and related state policy goals.

We are particularly supportive of the PUC’s interest in matching renewable energy
purchases with electricity consumption on a seasonal basis. Moving toward seasonal
matching would represent a meaningful step to promoting purchases that achieve policy
goals while securing resource characteristics that align with Rhode Island’s underlying
electricity consumption needs. Establishing this enhancement to renewable energy
procurement considerations is especially significant as Rhode Island, and New England
more broadly, experiences growth in electricity demand and shifts in seasonal
consumption patterns driven by increased electrification of buildings and transportation
and broader economic development activity. This anticipated load growth necessitates a
more granular assessment of resource contributions that supports generation during times
of most need.

However, as part of this process we recommend a close examination of i) the role that
existing resources — particularly in-region legacy hydropower, can play under a seasonal
matching construct and ii) program adjustments necessary to accommodate greater
reliance on these resources. For example, although the availability and production shape
of hydropower complements a seasonal matching structure, the current RES requirements
limit contributions from existing resources (pre-1998) to 2% of annual retail electricity. This
may be unduly restrictive to a seasonal matching structure, and may otherwise limit more
cost-effective outcomes.

" Brookfield Renewable is a leading owner, operator and developer of renewable power, delivering innovative
renewable power solutions that accelerate the world towards a sustainable, low-carbon future. Our New
England portfolio includes a diverse fleet of hydropower and energy storage resources, as well as affiliated-
owned onshore wind and solar facilities.
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Sensitivity analysis for this study should therefore test an expanded Existing RECs scenario
where the Existing RES limitation is increased from 2% to at least 10% or more each year.
Increasing the limit on annual contributions from existing renewable resources, including
legacy hydropower, would allow additional flexibility in resource purchasing, reduce
exposure to the uncertainty and challenges associated with new resources, and ensure
more cost-competitive outcomes associated with policy achievement. Expanded reliance
on existing renewable resources would also create more consistency with other New
England states such as Massachusetts, Maine and Vermont which currently incorporate
meaningful contributions from existing renewable sources into compliance requirements.

In parallel, adjustments impacting how hydropower participates in the broader RES may be
appropriate to consider as part of this process, which could include changes to repowering
thresholds and related requirements that are more appropriate to the legacy hydropower
fleet, including relaxing requirements related to material increases in efficiency of the
facility derived from the Prime Mover replacement.

Sincerely,

S

Steve Zuretti

Senior Director, Origination and Policy
Brookfield Renewable
steven.zuretti@brookfieldrenewable.com
323-400-9715
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