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October 20, 2025 
 
Stephanie De La Rosa 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Blvd 
Warwick, RI 02888  
 
 
RE: Comments on Docket 25-25-EL Integrated Clean and Renewable Energy Procurement 
Study 
 
The Rhode Island Office of Energy Resources (OER) respectfully offers the following comments 
on the Integrated Clean and Renewable Energy Procurement (ICREP) study. This study comes at 
a critical time in our state’s effort to understand and implement the necessary changes to meet the 
Act on Climate (the Act), provide long-term affordable energy, and increase both the state and 
region’s energy reliability and security. Development of the state’s Climate Action Strategy (CAS) 
with the Act, the Future of Gas Report, and the ICREP are important tools to help us align 
programmatic efforts and ensure resources are being adequately deployed to meet those objectives.  
 
On potential sensitivities within the scenarios, OER supports the incorporation of energy 
efficiency. Recognizing efficiency’s impact on emissions reductions relative to the Renewable 
Energy Standard (RES) is finite, efficiency can still provide avoidance of capital investment or 
development of additional generation. One of the potential sensitivities/scenarios raised during the 
stakeholder discussion was how to factor achievable potential in the study, and examining the 
impact of scaling energy efficiency achievement may be an important consideration to that 
scenario among others. 
 
Asset condition and the expected useful life of current generation systems may also warrant 
consideration in the study, and may be aided by incorporating the electric resource modeling done 
in the CAS. Retirements in the generation fleet in Rhode Island over the course of the study period 
may cause shifts in the mix. While it may be necessary to assume a like-for-like replacement of 
those assets for the purpose of modeling the scenarios, that assumption should be clearly 
understood, and the likelihood of changes in generation mix and the underlying attributes those 
retirements might catalyze be held over for consideration in future iterations of the study.  
 
Regarding outputs, understanding of the economic thresholds of complying with the Act and the 
RES and pricing outputs modeled scenarios will point toward is front of mind for OER. Those 
thresholds will provide OER, the utility and other entities with information allowing us to refine 
and strengthen programs like the Renewable Energy Growth Program. As many stakeholders 
addressed during the discussion, if the study can provide insight into the price signals for where 
Rhode Island and the region may need to be, or will be given the particular scenario designs, 
program managers can then ensure incentive programs are aligned with the goals of the state,  
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prioritize development of resources toward necessary attributes while maximizing the benefit to 
ratepayers. 
 
Lastly, outputs including performance of the existing portfolio of procurements could be 
beneficial, including detailed understandings around the existing granularity of performance data 
available, and what new levels of granularity may be available once Advanced Meter Infrastructure 
deployment is complete. Overall production trends are informative, but more discrete temporal 
and spatial feedback that accounts for differences in season and time of day can again help to 
understand the mix and attributes needed from new development. It may also help to constrain the 
number of scenarios that need to be modeled. There is currently significant discussion taking place 
in the region around “firm” generation, including the feasibility for new gas generation and 
capacity, new nuclear generation, in addition to maintaining existing nuclear facilities. 
Massachusetts, for example, has recently launched a study to outline research and deployment of 
nuclear energy. Since development of these resources is uncertain, by focusing on how existing 
availability of data might be refined to improve this analysis in future iterations, Rhode Island 
stakeholders can have ready reference points to set against in evaluating how new generation 
systems align with the state’s goals without the need to introduce the associated uncertainty. 
 
OER thanks the Commission for this opportunity to share these comments and looks forward to 
continued dialogue advancing this study. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
William Owen,  
Energy Policy and Regulatory Manager 


