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GREEN ENERGY
CONSUMERS ALLIANCE

Stephanie De La Rosa, Commission Clerk October 16", 2025
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission

89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, RI, 02889

RE: Green Energy Consumers Alliance Comments.
Dear Ms. De La Rosa,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Docket No. 25-25-EL, the docket to Scope and Refine
an Integrated Clean and Renewable Energy Procurement (ICREP) study which is intended to improve
coordination of Rhode Island Energy’s clean energy procurement activities. Green Energy
Consumers Alliance is a nonprofit working in both Rhode Island and Massachusetts with a mission
to empower consumers and communities to speed a just transition to a zero-carbon future. We
respectfully submit the following comments.

There are other efforts the PUC and RIE could pursue to advance decarbonization goals in
Rhode Island.

We would first like to note that there are many other studies the PUC could undertake that would further
their efforts to help the state reach the mandates in the Act on Climate. There are many other competing
priorities within both the PUC and RIE's authority that could be prioritized instead, including developing
pilot programs for time varying rates that can be rolled out to customers that already have smart meters,
developing a seasonal heat pump rate to correct the existing overcharge for ratepayers with a heat pump,
develop a stronger EV incentive program, or prepare for the recommendations that will come from the
PUC once the final Future of Gas report is released. Focusing on these topics could have a more direct
impact on ratepayers than a study intended to better understand the supply of RECs in the region now
and through 2033.

We would also note there has not been an official request from the legislature for this report or a
scenario that investigates Rl's ability to meet the RES if it were delayed past 2033. If there is interest from
the legislature to better understand the RES, it would be effective to hold a joint information meeting for
the House and Senate to review the law and ratepayer impacts of committing to clean energy.

Scenario Refinement: Studying the Renewable Energy Standard if it were delayed past 2033 is
unnecessary.

Under current state law, Rhode Island is required to procure 100% of its electricity from renewable
sources by 2033. Rhode Island is able to meet that mandate through in-state renewable generation
or through the purchase of Renewable Energy Credits (RECs). As stated by the Public Utilities
Commission in the notice for this docket, there is no current evidence of REC insufficiency in the
region for the mandate. Therefore, any current scenario that would seek to push out the existing
deadline in the RES or reduce the total amount of renewable energy procured should be eliminated.



As participants in the market for qualifying RECs, Green Energy Consumers is aware that Rhode
Island’s REC obligations are approximately ten percent of New England’s total supply. The PUC and
RIE should have that information readily available as well, which would make the cost and time of
further study of REC availability totally unnecessary.

Scenario Addition: The ICREP Report should prioritize the development and utilization of in-
state renewable energy projects.

While there is evidence that Rhode Island will be able to meet the RES by purchasing RECs from out
of state to meet the RES, we request that a scenario be developed that prioritizes purchasing RECs
from in-state projects, particularly from solar and offshore wind projects which have the biggest
impact for the state meeting its climate goals. Developing projects in-state have benefits including
increased local jobs growth and keeping more utility spending within the state. While the RES can be
met through purchases of out of state RECs, we believe that each state in the New England region
has an obligation to contribute to the total renewable energy development in the region, to avoid
freeriding from renewable development occurring in other states.

Rhode Island is Behind on Meeting the Act on Climate.

It is quite apparent that Rhode Island is unlikely to meet its Act on Climate requirement to reduce
greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 45 percent by 2030 without the implementation of significant new
policies, especially in the transportation and buildings sector. For that reason, it is critical that the PUC
adheres to the current schedule for the RES or speed it up so that it reaches 100 percent by 2030 rather
than 2033. In fact, if significant new policies in the transportation and building sector are not
implemented soon, the PUC should consider setting a renewable energy standard greater than 100
percent to offset shortfalls in the other sectors.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Docket No. 25-25-EL.
Sincerely,
Tina Munter

Tina@GreenkEnergyConsumers.org
Green Energy Consumers Alliance
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