
STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
NOTICE OF OPEN MEETING 

EMERGENCY 
 

Pursuant to the provisions of the Rhode Island Open Meetings Act, R.I.G.L. 42-46-6 (b), the public 
is hereby notified that the Public Utilities Commission (Commission or PUC) is holding an open 
meeting on Monday, October 27, 2025 @ 10:55 A.M. in Hearing Room A, 89 Jefferson Boulevard, 
Warwick, Rhode Island for purpose of discussing, deliberating and/or voting on the following 
dockets. Because this is not a hearing, the PUC will not be accepting oral public comments. The 
Open Meeting will be streamed live at https://video.ibm.com/channel/WqQyXw296dg. 

 
I. Call to Order 

 
II. PUC will vote on whether an open meeting is deemed necessary to address an unexpected 

occurrence that requires immediate action to protect the public as noted in the agenda item 
below. 

 
III. Docket No. 1725 – Rules and Regulations Governing the Termination of Residential 

Electric, Gas, and Water Utility Service – On October 24, 2025, The Narragansett Electric 
Company d/b/a Rhode Island Energy (Company) filed a letter with the PUC proposing to: (1) 
commence the winter moratorium protection from termination of gas and electric service to 
Rhode Island residential customers to begin effective Monday, October 27, 2025; and (2) that 
active military personnel, federal employees, and government contractors directly impacted 
by the current federal government shutdown be recognized as eligible for a payment hold on 
their accounts during the pendency of that shutdown, without the imposition of a penalty and 
without the threat of service termination. 

 
The federal government has been shut down since October 1, 2025. Many federal workers 
have either been furloughed or are working without pay. According to various news reports, 
on October 24, 2025, federal workers who would normally have been paid, received no pay. 
While furloughed workers may be eligible for unemployment benefits, those working 
without pay are not. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/government-shutdown-federal-workers-
missing-paycheck-2025/ Active military were paid on October 15, 2025, but October 31, 
2025, could result in no pay for those workers either. 
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/explainer/who-is-missing-paychecks-in-the-2025-shutdown-
when-and-where/ This is the second longest federal government shutdown, with the longest 
being approximately 35 days in 2018 and 2019. That shutdown occurred entirely during the 
winter utility moratorium period. https://www.cnn.com/politics/longest-government-
shutdown-vis  
 
At this Open Meeting, the PUC will discuss the issues and may: (1) vote on whether public 
safety requires the PUC to act immediately to avoid irreparable injury to the public interest; 
(2) vote on whether the Company’s proposal to commence the winter moratorium on shutoffs 
early is reasonable; and (3) vote on whether the Company’s proposal to treat federal workers 
who might otherwise not qualify for protection from shutoff during the winter moratorium 
should be afforded those protections for the duration of the federal government shutdown 
upon providing satisfactory evidence that they are affected is reasonable. 

 
IV. Adjourn 
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Cynthia G. Wilson-Frias 
Chief of Legal Services 
October 26, 2025 


