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GREEN ENERGY
CONSUMERS ALLIANCE

Stephanie De La Rosa, Commission Clerk December 2", 2025
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission

89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, RI, 02889

RE: Green Energy Consumers Alliance Comments on Docket No. 25-31-EL.
Dear Ms. De La Rosa,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Docket No. 25-31-EL, proposed revisions to the
Request for Proposal for Long-Term Contracting Standard for Renewable Energy and Renewable
Energy Credits. Green Energy Consumers Alliance is a nonprofit working in both Rhode Island and
Massachusetts with a mission to empower consumers and communities to speed a just transition to
a zero-carbon future. We respectfully submit the following comments.

We support long-term contracting to comply with an Act on Climate and Renewable Energy
Standard

We believe that long-term contracts are an important tool alongside the Renewable Energy Standard
to increase renewable energy project development. While it is certainly beneficial to purchase
renewable energy credits in order to comply with the Renewable Energy Standard, most new
projects require long-term offtake agreements to qualify for financing. Therefore, we feel that the
LTCS provides a valuable pathway to support renewable energy projects from construction to
completion.

Renewable energy helps with long term price stability and price suppression.

Building out renewable energy provides long term price stability by providing long term electricity
contracts that lock ratepayers into a predictable price for the life of the contract. Additionally,
renewable energy can have a price suppressing effect by lowering the wholesale energy and
capacity market costs for electricity. Due to the low operating costs of renewable energy, these
resources can displace resources with higher operating costs, namely fossil fuel resources which
lowers costs for ratepayers. Not only does renewable energy like wind provide diversity in energy
source, but it is also a low-marginal cost resource that can lead to lower energy prices, particularly
during peak demand periods.

Prioritization of emissions reductions and Rhode Island-based projects as non-price
evaluation factors.

Though the updated RFP will apply a forward-looking price forecast that includes the anticipated
impacts of state carbon regulations, we would like the emissions criteria also added to section
2.3.2.2: Factors to be Assessed in Non-Price Evaluation. Projects should be assessed on the basis of
how much they contribute towards the state reducing its consumption of fossil fuels, in addition to
other non-price factors. Specifically, projects should be evaluated on how they would contribute



towards the state meeting the Act on Climate. Meeting the Act on Climate is one of the most critical
tasks the state has in front of them in the next two decades and by including a strict emissions
evaluation criteria in the RFP, RIE can prioritize projects that would have the greatest ability to assist
the state in meeting the law.

In Section 2.3.2.2 of the updated RFP, the specific location of the project should be included under
the siting and permitting section as a subfactor by which to assess projects. While all projects,
regardless of their location must demonstrate direct economic benefits to Rhode Island, projects
directly sited in the state or state waters have the ability to have the greatest direct benefit to the
state and its residents. In addition to project location, another factor that can help assess the
contribution of an individual project to the state’s economy would be by requiring the project
developer to estimate the number of jobs their project is likely to create. Under the Economic
Benefits to Rhode Island factor in section 2.3.2.2, a subfactor should be added that explicitly
requires projects to estimate the number of Rhode Island-based jobs their project will create, and
that should be an additional factor by which projects are evaluated on. Renewable energy projects
like offshore wind development not only provide clean energy to our regional electric grid and help
the state meet its obligations under the Renewable Energy Standard, but developing projects in
state promote local job growth and retention in the clean energy economy, and more keep energy
spending within the region as compared to fossil fuel spending.

The above factors - the ability of a project to contribute towards the state meeting the Act on
Climate and location of a project relative to the state of Rhode Island - can strength the RFP process
by prioritizing long-term contracts for renewable energy projects located in the state of Rhode Island
that have the capacity for contributing the most towards emissions reduction in line with the Act on
Climate.

Rhode Island is Behind on Meeting the Act on Climate.

Lastly, itis important to note that it is quite apparent that Rhode Island is unlikely to meet its Act on
Climate requirement to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 45 percent by 2030 without the
implementation of significant new policies. For that reason, it is critical that the RIE adheres to the
current schedule for long-term contract solicitation for renewable energy projects. In fact, if
significant new policies in the transportation and building sector are not implemented soon, the PUC
should consider requiring long-term contract solicitation beyond what is required under the RFP
discussed in Docket No. 25-31-EL to offset shortfalls in the other sectors.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on Docket No. 25-31-EL.
Sincerely,
Tina Munter

Tina@GreenEnergyConsumers.org
Green Energy Consumers Alliance
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