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Dear Chairman Gerwatowski:

I am writing in reference to Rhode Island Energy’s (RIE) Infrastructure Safety and Reliability
(ISR) Program as it relates to the company’s ongoing effort to replace cast iron and bare steel
pipelines throughout its service territory in Rhode Island. As you know, this effort has been a
longstanding priority given the higher risks that such pipelines pose to public safety.

Having previously served as a Commissioner, | am well aware that the ISR Program has
consistently targeted the replacement of high-risk, leak-prone pipelines over an approximately
15-year timeframe, which was recognized as the upper limit in the judgment of the Commission.
When the ISR Program began, RIE had an inventory of more than 1,400 miles of leak-prone
pipelines, with some installed before 1850.

Cast iron pipelines present a heightened safety risk and have been a factor in high-profile
failures. After the 2011 accident in Allentown, Pennsylvania, the Department of Transportation
issued a “Call to Action” urging States to accelerate replacement with more durable products,

such as high-density polyethylene pipelines.

Rhode Island has made good progress over the course of several decades, but according to RIE’s
most recent data, the current inventory of high-risk pipe still stands at approximately 750 miles
as of 2025, The pace of replacement has decreased due to several recent decisions by the
Commission. At the current rate of replacement, some of the oldest pipelines will be almost 200

years old by the time of their removal.
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I urge the Commission to remain steadfast in supporting RIE’s efforts to reduce the systemic risk
associated with aging pipeline infrastructure. The protection and safety of the public requires no
less.

Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,
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Paul J. Roberti
Administrator
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