STATE OF RHODE ISLAND
ENERGY FACILITY SITING BOARD

In re: The Narragansett Electric Company's :

Application 115 kV Tap Line of Less

than 1,000 Feet — Wickford Junction : Docket No. SB-2026-01
Substation 115 kV Tap Line :

DECISION AND ORDER

On February 20, 2026, the Narragansett Electric Company (Company)’s Notice of Intent
(“NOI”) was docketed by the Energy Facility Siting Board (EFSB or Board) pursuant to Rule
1.6(C) of the Board’s Rules of Practice and Procedure (Rules).! The NOI is for a project
consisting of the construction of a 0.13-mile 115 kV Tap line outside of the Wickford Junction
Substation. According to the Company, the project does not constitute an “alteration” of a major
energy facility because the length of the new tap line is less than 1,000 feet. Notice of Intent
Application (Feb. 20, 2026), at 1 citing Rule 1.3(A)(4).

The details of the proposed Project provided by the Company demonstrate that the
proposed tap lines will be no more than 90 feet in length. The proposal specifically consists of
removing two existing structures and installing three new structures including one new 115kV
molbab switch structure and one net tap structure that will tap the existing L190 circuit into the
new Wickford Junction 12kV Substation Bay. /d. at § 2(a). Drawings reflecting the Tap Line’s
location and heights of the proposed improvements, as well as the existing transmission and sub-
transmission lines (including the L190 Line) in the right of way (“ROW?™) that is adjacent to the
Substation are attached as Exhibit A to the NOI. Id., Exhibit A. The Company explains that the

New Tap Line is required for the expanded Wickford Junction Substation, which will assume the

! Energy Facility Siting Board's Rules of Practice and Procedure (“EFSB Rules”), 445-RICR-00-00-1.6(C).
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substation duties that are currently being performed by the Lafayette Substation. The proposal
includes the plan to decommission the Lafayette Substation upon the completion of the Wickford
Junction Substation expansion. Id. at 1.

The Board’s Rules define an “alteration” to mean a “significant modification to a major
energy facility which, as determined by the Board, will result in a significant impact on the
environment or the public health, safety and welfare.” EFSB Rules, 445-RICR-00-00-1.3(A)(4).
See also R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-98-3(b). The Rules further provided that “construction,
modification or relocation of a power line of 69 kV or more which are less than 1000 feet in
length shall not be treated as an alteration.” /d. Pursuant to Rule 1.6(C) a copy of the Notice of
Intent to Construct or Relocate Power Lines of Less than 1,000 feet is required to be filed with
the Board and the Council of the municipality affected by the construction of said lines at least
sixty days before construction is to commence. /d., 445-RICR-00-00-1.6(C). In the instant case,
the Company mailed a copy of the instant NOI to the Town of North Kingstown simultaneously
with the filing of the application with the Board on February 11, 2026. See Transmittal Letter,
cc’ing North Kingstown Town Manager, North Kingstown Town Clerk and North Kingstown
Town Solicitor. In addition, on February 9, 2022, the Company obtained local zoning relief in
the form of a dimensional variance in support of the substation from the Town of North
Kingstown Zoning Board of Review. See Notice of Intent Application, Exhibit B. Abutters
within 200 feet of the substation parcel were provided notices of the requested zoning relief
which was granted after a public hearing. /d. There has been no objection filed with the Board by

the Town or any other proposed intervenor. EFSB Rules, 445-RICR-00-00-1.6(D).



On March 26, 2026, the Board conducted a properly noticed Open Meeting® wherein it
found that the Project does not constitute an alteration of a major energy facility as defined by
R.I. Gen. Laws § 42-98-3(b)* and that it will not result in a significant impact on the
environment, or the public health, safety, and welfare. Because the Project does not constitute an
alteration of a major energy facility and is expressly excluded as such, pursuant to the General
Laws and 445-RICR-00-00-1.3(A)(4) of the Rules, it does not require a formal investigation by
the Board and may proceed without further review.

Accordingly, it is hereby

(175) ORDERED:

The Notice of Intent to Construct 115 kV Tap line outside of the Wickford Junction
Substation of less than 1,000 feet is accepted and the project may proceed without further review
by the Board.

DATED AND EFECTIVE AT PROVIDENCE, RHODE ISLAND ON MARCH 26,
2026, PURSUANT TO AN OPEN MEETING DECISION. WRITTEN ORDER ISSUED ON
MAY 14, 2026.
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2 Open Meeting Notice (March 11, 2026).
3 See also 445-RICR-00-00-1.3(A)(4) and 445-RICR-00-00-1.4(A)(16).
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