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In addition to thousands of citizens who have signed the petition against the Clear River Energy Center power
plant proposed for Burrillville, Rl a growing number of major organizations, groups, towns, and leaders from

Rhode Island and surrounding states have joined in expressing their opposition and concern through various

forums. We will work to keep this running list up to date. Visit www.keeprhodeislandbeautiful.com for more info.

Opposition to the proposed Clear River Energy Center

Alan Shawn Feinstein Foundation

Audubon Society of Rhode Island

Blackstone River Valley National Heritage Corridor
Blackstone Valley Tourism Council

Burrillville Conservation Commission

Burrillville Democratic Party

Burrillville Historical Society

Burrillville Land Trust

L e

Burrillville Planning Board
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[

. Burrillville Zoning Board
. Clean Water Action — Rhode Island

-
—

. Conservation Law Foundation
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. Environmental Council of Rhode Island
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. Keep Rhode Island Beautiful

Y
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. Representative Cale Keable
. Rhode Island Association of Conservation Commissions
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. Save the Bay

s
oo

. Senator Paul Fogarty
. Sierra Club — Rhode Island Chapter
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. South Kingstown Conservation Commission
. The Blackstone River Watershed Council/Friends of the Blackstone

N
i

. The Nature Conservancy in Rhode Island
. Town of Thompson, CT Board of Selectman

NN
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24. West Greenwich Conservation Commission

www.keeprhodeislandbeautiful.com
Last Update: September 21, 2016
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Prepared Statement for Stephen J. Rourke
Vice President, System Planning, 1ISO New England
US Department of Energy -- Quadrennial Energy Review Meeting
Marriott Long Wharf, Boston, MA
April 15, 2016

Good Morning. My name is Steve Rourke, and | am the Vice President for System
Planning for ISO New England.

First, | want to welcome and thank Secretary Moniz, Dr. Holdren, and all of the US
Department of Energy staff involved in the QER effort. | know that Secretary
Moniz took the time to speak at a QER stakeholder meeting in New England in
2014 as well. We very much appreciate the attention DOE is giving to our region
and the discussion of the natural gas pipeline constraints that DOE included in the
first version of the QER released in 2015.

The ISO has three primary responsibilities: Reliable operation of the bulk power
system, administering New England’s wholesale energy markets, and long-term
planning for a rapidly evolving regional power system.

In New England, we have been operating organized wholesale markets since the
late 1990s, and most of the new generators that have been built are natural gas-
fired power plants. Nearly 13,000 MW of new natural gas fired resources have

been installed across the region.

The domestic shale gas revolution has certainly had a tremendous impact on our
region. However, New England’s investment in natural gas infrastructure has not
kept pace with power generation and we experience significant reliability,
economic and environmental risks because of the constraints on the pipelines. As
| mentioned, DOE highlighted the reliability and economic impacts of these
constraints in the 2015 QER. New England is going to need additional
infrastructure to meet increasing demand for natural gas.

Consequently, New England has experienced a major transformation in how
electricity is produced and delivered in the region. As this chart indicates, our
power plant fleet is experiencing rapid change. In 2000, coal- and oil-fired
resources represented 40% of the electricity generated in New England. Last year,



those two resource types (combined) produced 6%. We have seen one nuclear
plant already retire with another nuclear facility set to retire in the coming years.
During that same period, our reliance on natural gas has grown substantially —
nearly half of our electricity is produced by natural gas-fired power plants.

As my next slide illustrates, that shift in generation resources from oil and coal to
natural gas has resulted in significant reductions in NOy, SO,, and carbon dioxide

during a similar time period.

Since 2013, New England has seen the retirement of approximately 4,200 MW of
nuclear, coal, and oil resources. This is only part of a number of “at-risk” plants
that the I1SO highlighted in 2012 as likely to retire in the next decade given their
age and fuel type. To offset those retirements, since 2013 our Forward Capacity
Market has incentivized 4,700 MW of new capacity resources to come forward.
However, we anticipate that New England could experience an additional 6,000
MW of retirements that have yet to be announced, so we are very much in the

midst of this regional transition.

So when these retirements occur, what takes their place? As we are seeing this
change through our wholesale markets, policymakers are setting aggressive
statutory goals to increase the amount of renewable and low-carbon energy on
the system as well as mandating reductions in greenhouse gas emissions.

This is moving New England to a “hybrid grid” that will combine large power-
system resources supplying the regional system with smaller ones supplying
consumers directly.

As Slide 8 demonstrates, the 1SO forecasts a dramatic growth in weather-
dependent, renewable power-system resources (like wind and solar) and energy-
efficiency measures. Our preliminary 2016 forecasts estimate a growth in solar
from 1,300 MW to 3,300 MW in the next decade and over a doubling of energy
efficiency resources from 1,700 MW to 3,800 MW. There are over 4,000 MW of

wind projects in our study queue.

In order to meet these goals, New England will need an investment in
transmission to bring remote hydro and wind resources closer to load centers.
Our interconnection queue includes a number of elective, merchant projects to



address this need, and additional transmission investment will be important to
meeting renewable energy goals in New England.

We have also worked with New England states and stakeholders to make it easier
for variable resources to participate in wholesale markets. We are engaged in an
ongoing dialogue with our stakeholders about how markets can work to
accomplish the New England states’ policy requirements.

In some ways we are the vanguard of change in the electric industry. New
England is experiencing change at a significant depth and pace. And we
appreciate the US Department of Energy shining a light on these critical regional

issues.

Thank you.



Throughout the past several months we have heard many voice their opinions regarding the
Clear River Energy Center proposal. While there have been many different topics discussed,
at the highest level these can all be summarized into three main categories:

e Job Creation
e FElectricity Demand
e Environmental Impact

Job Creation — Those who have spoken in favor of this proposal speak to the jobs that will
be created. It is noted that this project will help address a shortage in local jobs. While this
may be true it is important to note that job creation is simply a side effect of this project. In
fact, job creation is a side effect of any project. Thisis not a responsible or logical rationale
to use to approve or deny any project. For example, the act of installing a new roof on your
house will create jobs in the community, however you would never move forward with such
a project if you had just replaced your roof last year. Job creation is simply not part of the
decision making process. Any logical person would assess the condition of their roof and
use this information to determine if the project is warranted and justified. It is simply a
given that jobs will be created as a result.

Electricity Demand — We recently received the advisory opinion from the PUC regarding the
need for new power generation. The opinion states that there is in fact a need for
additional power. They support their stance due to the fact that Invenergy was awarded
485 MW of power generation starting in 2019. This is only % of what was requested. Many
point out the fact that there are nuclear plants scheduled to close in the upcoming years
and we must offset this production somehow. This may be true; however, the creation of
an antiquated fracked gas power plant is not the answer. In fact, ISO-NE is currently
projecting the addition of 3,200MW to the grid from solar alone by 2025. (https://www.iso-
ne.com/static-

assets/documents/2016/03/clg_meeting sedlacek panel presentation march 10 2016.pd
f) We are seeing many states take a hard stance on the expansion of the gas pipelines as
more is learned regarding the impacts of fracking. Let’s get ahead of this now and find a
better way rather than lock Rl into outdated technology for the foreseeable future.

Environmental Impact - This has been one of the biggest talking points for the entire
project. While it has generated a lot of discussion there has not been any argument against
the fact that this project will have a huge environmental impact to our state. This is
something that has yet to be disputed. In fact, as time passes, more and more organizations
take a formal stance against this project. The common theme is that should this project
move forward we will be taking a major step backwards in a region that millions of dollars
has been invested to protect. At the time of this meeting 23 organizations, the town of
Thompson, CT, and the advisory opinions from DEM, DOH, and the Burrillville Planning
Board have all taken an official stance against this project.

As members of the EFSB you have a tremendous responsibility. You will make a decision on
a project that will impact the region, the state of R, and the town of Burrillville. Your
decision will have a long lasting impact on the lives of many people both in the present and
in the future. This impact is not limited to the decision on this project however.



As members of the EFSB you must adhere to the Energy Facility Siting Act. This process
must be followed as written in law to ensure a fair and proper evaluation of future projects.
If sections of this process are overlooked it could become the start of a precedent for future
projects. After review of the application, data responses, advisory opinions, etc it seems
evident that there are major issues with this project proposal. Some of the obvious include:

o SECTION 42-98-2 (3) — The energy shall be produced at the least possible cost to the
consumer consistent with the objective of ensuring that the construction, operation,
and decommissioning of the facility shall produce the fewest possible adverse effects
on the quality of the state’s environment; most particularly, its land and its wildlife
and resources, the health and safety of its citizens, the purity of its air and water, its |
aquatic and marine life, and its esthetic and recreational value to the public; - |

There are 23 environmental organizations who agree that clear cutting 200 acres in
the last continuous forest in New England is not an effective method to mitigate
adverse effects from this project. They are able to reach this conclusion even with
the lack of an Environmental Impact Assessment.

o SECTION 42-98-8 (2) — Detailed description of the proposed facility, including its
function and operating characteristics, and complete plans as to all structures,
including any underground construction and transmission facilities, underground or

aerial, associated with the proposed facility.

Many of the advisory opinions include statements suggesting the application is
incomplete preventing their ability to provide a complete opinion. In fact, the
current application does not even provide details as to where they will obtain water

for this project.

e SECTION 42-98-8 (3) — A detailed description and analysis of the impact of the
proposed facility on its physical and social environment together with a detailed
description of all environmental characteristics of the proposed site, and a summary
of all studies prepared and relied upon in connection therewith.

There was never any type of Environmental Impact Assessment completed on this
project. No agency was asked to complete a biological review of the area. These
criteria were simply overlooked.

e SECTION 42-98-8 (7) — A study of alternatives to the proposed facility, including
alternatives as to energy sources, methods of energy production, and sites for the
facility, together with reasons for the applicant’s rejection of these alternatives. The
study shall include estimates of facility cost and unit energy costs of alternatives
considered.

There was never any study completed to find alternative locations for this project.
This step was simply not completed.



This project has many problems. Itisn’t the right solution. Itis time to find a better way to
produce electricity to allow our state, region, country and world the ability to reduce carbon
emissions. We should be investing in the future; not the past. Itisn’t the right place. The
list of reasons why this type of facility should not be located in the proposed location is so
obvious that it is hard to believe that this is a real request. It was proven years ago with the
Ocean State Power application that this location is not suitable for this type of facility. The
importance of this area has only increased over time.

The integrity of the EFSB process needs to be upheld. There are many gaps in this
application that are in clear violation of the Energy Facility Siting Act. This board must
enforce this process to ensure a fair review on future projects. Turning a blind eye on these
violations jeopardizes all future projects requests as the precedent will be set that a
complete review of new projects is no longer required.

Mike Lamoureux
608 Camp Dixie Rd
Pascoag, Rl 02859



