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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND AND PROVIDENCE PLANTATIONS
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION ‘

| Petition of Cox Rhode Island Telcom, LL.C )
- For Adoption of The Federal ‘ )
Lifeline Certification and Verification Procedures ) Docket No.
For Eligible Telecommunications Companies )
' )
)
PETITION OF

COX RHODE ISLAND TELCOM, L..L.C.'

NOW COMES Cox Rhode Island Telcom, L.L.C. ("Cox"), through its undersigned
counsel, and files this Petition r;questing_that fche Rhode Island Publ_ic Utilities Commiséion (the
“Commission”) adopt certain federal certiﬁcatio_n.énd ﬁeriﬁc;ation rules put in place following
_the.FCC's R’épbrt and Ordef and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (FCC 04-87, released
April 29, 2004).! This will allow Eligible Telc_communications Carriers (“ETCs”), such as Cox,
the option of relying on rules established by fhe Federal Communications Commission (“FQC_”)
| in order to certify, and to continue to verify? the eligibility of customers seeking support from the
“Lifeline” and “Link-Up” programs. Adoptibn of these federal rules by the Commission will
also allow ETCs, such as Cox, the option of usiﬁg a statistical sampling method for purposes of

the ETCs’ required annual verification of continued eligibility of its Lifeline

' Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link-Up, WC Docket No. 03-109, Report and
Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 18 FCC Red 8302 (2004)(“Llfelme Order™)(a copy of the Order
is provided with this filing as Attachment “A”).

2 Certification occurs at the time an individual is applying to enroll in Lifeline and Link Up, while verification
occurs on a periodic basis after the subscriber has already begun receiving discounted service.



subscribers for support by the Universal Service Funding mechanism. In support of this Petition,

Cox respectfully submits the following:

1. Pursuant to § 254 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (“Act”),3
certain universal service requirements were established to ensure that consumers, including low-
income consumers, would have access to telecqmmunications and information services that are |
available at rates that .are comparable to rates charged in urban areas.

2. The federal Lifeline/Link-Up program supports this goal. Lifeline provides low- |
income customers with discounts of up to $10.00 off the monthly cost of telephone service for a
single telephone line in their principal residence.’ Link-Up provides low income consumers with
discounts of up to $30.00 off of the initiallcosts qf installing telephone service.’

3. Pursuant to § 254(e) of the Act, only ETCs designated by the State pursuant to
-§ 214(e) of the Act are ehglble to receive Llfehne/Lmk-Up support

4. On June 9, 1998, the Rhode Island Public Utlhtles Commission (“Comrmssmn”) |
enacted rules describing the procedﬁres foﬁr a company to ‘obtain designation as an ETC, making
it eligible to receive Lifeline/Link-Up support.® |

5. Cox obtained certification from the Commission as an ETC, in an Order dated

July 31, 2003.

®  47US.C.§254
*  See47 CFR § 54.401(a)(2).
*  See 47 CFR § 54.411(a)(1).

¢ RIPUC Rules, Certification of Telecommunications Carriers as "Eligible" to Receive Payments from the
Federal Universal Service Fund, effective July 10, 1998.

7 InRe: Petition of Cox Rhode Island Telcom, LLC for Certificate as a Telecommunications Carrier * Elzgzble
fo Receive Payments From the Federal Universal Service Fund, Docket No. 3533 (Order dated July 31, 2003).

2-



6. On April 29, 2004, the FCC released an Order regarding the Lifeline and Link-Up
Programs tha’;, among other things, established certification and verification requirements
applicable to ETCs, including the requirement that ETCs verify on an annual basis the continued
eligibility of their Lifeline subscribers.®

7. = The FCC’s L_ifeliﬁé Qrder also required that-“all states, including federal default
states, be required to establish proéedurcs_to verify consumers’ continued eligibility for the
Lifeline/Link-Up program, under both program and income-based eligibility and certification
criteria”.”

8. | Acéo'rding to requirements put in place folling the Lifeline Order, an ETC must
submit a verification, signed by an officer of the company, to the Universal Service
Administrative Company (“USAC?’) by August 31% of each y;ear attesting that the ETC has
complied with state verification procedureé. | |

..9. | _Speciﬁcally, pursuant to federal ﬁﬂes, ETCs “in st’atés that mandate state Lifeline .
sup;ﬁort.must comply with state verification procedures to validate a consumers’ continued
elibigility for Lifeline.”"

| 10.  In the absence of state rules and procedures, the FCC’S Lifeline Order sets forth

certain default methods for certifying and determining continued eligibility of Lifeline

subscribers. !

®  The Lifeline Order is enclosed as Attachment “A.” The Lifeline Order established that ETCs must review
income documentation that the consumer’s household income is at or below 135% of certain thresholds. Lifeline
Order at 1 31. : '

®  Lifeline Order at § 33 citing Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6609, 41.
1047 CFR § 54.410(c)(1).
""" These options are described in Y 23-36 of the Lifeline Order.
_ 3. ‘



11.  The FCC’s Lifeline Order allows ETCs the option to use the federal ceﬁiﬁcation
and verification rules to determine eligibility of its Lifeline subscribers, including the use of a
statistically valid sampling of their Lifeline subscribers, through a process of a valid random
sampling of the ETC’s Lifeline subscribers. "

12.  The FCC’s Lifeline Order aII(iws states the option of adopting the federal
certification and Verification criteria as the default standards, even if a state has its own
Lifeline/Link-Up programs. 1

13.  Specifically, with regard to verification procedures, Rhode Island has not
established state specific certification or verification proéedu‘res, beyond the general rules
épplicable to ETCs."

14.  Inthe absence of additional rules for certification and verification of eligible
cﬁs'tpmers', Cox has ensured that its Lifeline custonier base has been properly recertified each
year. Specifically, Cox has recertified its entire Lifeline custimier baSe since 2005 by examining
each of their Lifeline'customers’ individual .eligib_i-lity, instéad of taking a statistical sampling of |
its Lifeiine customers.’”

15.  However, in light of Cox’s giowing Lifeline customer base, it is becoming
extremely costly and burdensome for Cox to exé_amine each and every Lifeline customer, For this

reason, Cox asked with the USAC administrator whether Cox could instead evaluate a

2 Lifeline Order at Y 35. The FCC’s statistical methodology is pi'ovided in Appendix “J” of the Lifeline Order.

B Lifeline Order at 9 5. A copy of the applicable federal rules, contained at 47 CFR §§ 54.409, 54.410, 54.417 is
provided in Attachment “B”

¥ Under the terms of the Lifeline Order, states that have their own state-based Low Income programs are required
to establish specific verification procedures, to describe how ETCs should verify continued eligibility and to whom
the results should be submitted. Lifeline Order, at Y 33, 37.. The Rhode Island rules governing ETCs incorporate
certain federal eligibility qualification criteria, as referenced in Rule YI(c) of the Rhode Island PUC Rules for ETCs
(citing to 47 CFR 54.409}, however the FCC’s rules for certification and Verification, attached in Attachment “B”
are not clearly mcorporated into the Commission’s existing ETC rules.

4-



statistically valid sampling of its Lifeline customer basé, pursuant to the FCC’s Lifeline Order,
instead of surveying each and every customer.

16.  Specifically, in March of 2008, Cox requested a written édviso'ry opinion from the
USAC as to whether or not Cox could perform a salﬁpling of its Lifeline customer base as .fllll
sﬁtisfaction of USAC’s annual verification 1_'«f:quiremelrr1t.16

17. On March 11, 2008, USAC responded to Cox, indicating that “Under the FCC's
rules, states that mandate Lifeline support, such as RI, are responsible for establishing their own
verification requirements. »l7 |

18. Based on this response from the USAC, indicating_that the Commission must
authorize fhe veriﬁcation procedﬁrés that will be allowed by ETCs, Cox files this Petition,
re_queStirig that the Commission establish that ETCs in Rﬁode Island may use the federal process
| in certifying and verifying continued eligibility for support _-for the Lifeline prdgram, including
the option to use a vali& sfati_stical sam;ﬁlillg of Lifeline Sub_scfib_ers for annual verification.'®

RELIEF SOUGHT
Cox ;espeétﬁ;lly requests that the Commission take whatever action it deems appropriate

to adopt the federal certification-and 'veriﬁcaﬁon rules established by the FCC’s Lifeline order, as
set forth in § 23-36 of the Lifeline Order, and as contained in'the FCC’s rules at 47 C.F.R.
§§ 54.409, 54.410, and 54.417 (attached in Attachment “B”). This will further allow ETCs the

option to use a more efficient and cost effective process and to allow for a statistically valid

sampling of Lifeline subscribers, for purposes of the ETCs annual Verification obligations, as

A copy of the annual certification form that Cox submits is attached as Attachment “C.”
A copy of this request is provided in Attachment “D”.
17" A copy of this USAC response is provided in Attachment “E”.

' Details describing the verification process are set out in the Lifeline Order at 19 33-36 and Appendix J.
-5- ,



authorized by the FCC’s Lifeline Order. Adopting these federal rules by this Commission will
further lead to a more robust Lifeline/Link-Up program, consistent with the Commission’s goals

of maintaining affordability and access for low-income consumers to telephone services.

Respectfully submitted,

COX RHODE ISLAND TELCOM, L.L.C.
=7

. Shoer, Esq.
ADLER POLLOCK & SHEEHAN P.C.~
One Citizens Plaza, 8th Floor
Providence, RI 02903

(401) 274-7200 (Telephone)
(401)751-0604 (Facsimile)

Date: / [ AOU S

476924_1.doc
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Before the
Federal Communications Commission
‘Washington, D.C. 20554
. In the Matter of )
)
| ) g
Lifeline and Link-Up ) WC Docket No. 03-109

)

)

)

)

)

REPORT AND ORDER AND FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING
Adopted- April 2, 2004 - . Released: April 29,2004

Comment Date: 60 days after pubhcatmn in the Federal Register
Reply Comment Date: 105 days after publication in the Federal Register

. By the'Cormmssmn Chauman Powell and Commissioners Abernathy, Copps, Martin, and
Adelstein issuing separate statements.
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1. INTRODUCTION

1. In this Report and Order and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, we modify our
rules to improve the effectiveness of the low-income support mechanism, which ensures that
quality telecommunications services are available to low-income consumers at just, reasonable,
and affordable rates. Since its inception, Llfelme/Lmk—Up has provided support for telephone
service to millions of low-income consumers.! Nationally, the telephone penetration rate is
94.7%, in large part due to the success of the Lifeline/Link-Up program and our other universal
service programs.” Nevertheless, we believe there is more that we can do to make telephone
service affordable for more low-income households. Only one-third of households currently
eligible for Lifeline/Link-Up assistance actually subscribe to this program.” We agree with the -
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service (Joint Board) that the current Lifeline/Link-Up
program could be modified to serve the goals of universal service better.®

2. Consistent with the Joint Board’s recommendation, we expand the federal default
eligibility criteria to include an income-based criterion and additional means-tested programs.
We adopt federal certification and verification procedures, and require states, under certain
circumstances, to establish certification and verification procedures to minimize potential abuse
- of these programs. To target low-income consumers more effectively, we adopt outreach
guidelines for the Lifeline/Link-Up program. We issue a voluntary survey to gather data and
information from states regarding the administration of Lifeline/Link-Up programs. Finally, in
. the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, we seek comment on whether the inclusion of a
broader income-based criterion in the federal default eligibility criteria would further increase
Lifeline/Link-Up subscription rates. The actions we take today will result in a more inclusive
and robust Lifeline/Link-Up program, consistent with the statutory goals of rnamtammg
.aﬂ'ordablhty and access of low-income consumers to supported services, while ensuring that
support is used for its intended purpose.’

II. BACKGROUND

3. Section 254 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended (the Act)',6 codified the
Commission’s and the states’ historical commitment to advancing the availability of

! See Wireline Competition Bureaun, Federal Communications Commission, Trends in T elephone Service Report,
Tables 20.2, 20.4 (August 2003) (2003 Trends Report) (estimating that 6.6 million people paid reduced rates under
the Lifeline program in 2002 and 13.7 million people paid reduced charges under Link-Up since 1991).

2 See Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, Telephone Subscribership in theUnited
States Report, Table 1 (rel. May 14, 2004) (Telephone Subscribership Report) (data through Nov. 2003).

3 See Commission Staff Analysis set forth in Appendix K at Table 1.B. These projections were based on March
2000 and March 2002 Current Population Survey of Household data (CPSH data), and adjusted for growth,

‘47US.C. § 254(b); Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Recommended
Decision, 18 FCC Red 6589, 6591, pard. 1 (2003) (Recommended Decision).

?47US.C. § 254(b).

% Pub. L. No. 104-104, 110 Stat. 56. The Telecommumcatrons Act of 1996 (the 1996 Act) amended the
Communications Act of 1934 (the Act).
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telecommunications services for all Americans.” Section 254(b) establishes principles upon
which the Commission shall base policies for the preservation and advancement of universal
service. Among other things, these principles state that consumers in all regions of the Nation,
including low-income consumers, should have access to telecommunications and information
services that are reasonably comparable to those services provided-in urban areas and that are
available at rates that are reasonably comparable to rates charged in urban areas.® These
principles also recognize that ensuring rates are affordable is a national priority.

4. The Lifeline/Link-Up program is one of several universal service support
mechanisms that further these goals.” Lifeline provides low-income consumers with discounts of
up to $10.00 off of the monthly cost of telephone service for a single telephone line in their

principal residence.'® Link-Up provides low—lncome CONSUMETS with discounts of up to $30.00
off of the initial costs of installing telephone service.! Recogmzmg the unique needs and
characteristics of tribal communities, enhanced Lifeline and Link-Up provides qualifying low-
income individuals living on tribal lands with up to $25.00 in additional discounts off the
monthly cost of telephone service and up to $70.00 more off the initial costs of installing
telephone service.'> Pursuant to sectlon 254(e), only eligible telecommunication camers (ETCS)
designated pursuant to section 214(e)"? are eli gible to receive Lifeline/Link-Up support

5. Under the Commission’s current rules, states and territories have the authority to
establish their own Lifeline/Link-Up programs that provide additional support to low-income
consumers that incorporate the unique characteristics of each state or territory. > For example, in

747U.8.C. §254.
$47U8.C. §:254(b).

# The Commission adopted Lifeline/Link-Up prior to passage of the 1996 Act pursuant to its general authority _
under sections 1, 4(i}, 201, and 205 of the Act. ‘See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No.
96-45, Report and Order, 12 FCC Red 8776, 8952-53, para. 329 (1997) (1997 Universal Service Order); 47 U.S. C.

§§ 151, 154(i), 201, 205.

10 See 47 CF.R. § 54.401(a)(2); 1997 Universal Service ofder,. 12 FCC Red at 8957, para. 341.
- See 47 CFR. § 54.411(a)(1).

12 See 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.405(a)(4), 54.411(a)(3). Under the Commission’s rules, there are four tiers of federal
Lifeline support. All eligible subscribers receive Tier 1 support which provides a discount equal to the ETC’s
subscriber line charge. Tier 2 support provides an additional $1.75 per month in federal support, available if all
relevant state regulatory authorities approve such a reduction. (All fifty states have approved.) Tier 3 of federal
support provides one half of the subscriber’s state Lifeline support, up to a maximum of $1.75. Only subscribers
residing in a state that has established its own Lifeline/Link-Up program may receive Tier 3 support, assuming that
the ETC has all necessary approvals to pass on the full amount of this total support in discounts to subscribers. Tier
4 support provides eligible subscribers living on tribal lands up to an additional $25 per month towards reducing
basic local service rates, but this discount cannot bring the subscriber’s cost for basic local service to less than $1.
See47CFR § 54.403.

1347 U.S.C. § 214(¢) (setting forth the requirements for ETC designation).

47 US.C. § 254(e).

15 Soe 47 CF.R. §§ 54.409(a), 54.415(a). See also 47 U.S.C. § 254() (giving the Commission the anthority to
maintain pre-1996 Act Lifelinie/Link-Up framework).
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establishing eligibility criteria, states have the flexibility to consider federal and state-specific
public assistance programs with high rates of participation among low-income consumers in the
state. State certification procedures and outreach efforts can also take into account existing state
laws and budgetary limits. Some states and territories, however, have elected to use the federal
criteria as their default standard. These “federal default states™ include not only states and
territories with their own Lifeline/Link-Up programs that have adopted the federal default
criteria, but also states and territories that have not adopted their own Lifeline/Link-Up program..
. The modifications to the federal default criteria that we adopt in this Order, unless specifically
stated otherwise, will affect only federal default states.'® We request that states notify this
Commission if their status as a federal default state changes.

6. On December 21, 2000, the Commission requested that the Joint Board review the
Lifeline/Link-Up program for all low-income customers, including a review of the income
eligibility criteria.”” The Joint Board issued its Recommended Decision on April 2, 2003.'® In its
Recommended Decision, the Joint Board recommended several changes, discussed in more detail
* below, to improve the effectiveness of the low-income support mechanism.”” The Commission
sought comment on the Joint Board’s Recommended Decision regarding modifications to the
L1fehne/Lmk—Up program in a Notice of Proposed Rulemakmg (NPRM) released on June 9,
2003.%°

‘TI. REPORT AND ORDER
A. Eligibility
1. ‘Background

7. Currently, Lifeline/Link-Up eligibility is based on participation in means-tested
‘programs. In order to be eligible for Lifeline/Link-Up assistance under the federal default
eligibility criteria for federal default states, a consumer must certify, under penalty of perjury,
that he/she participates in at least one of the following federal programs: Medicaid, Food Stamps,
Supplemental Security Income (SSI), Federal Public Housing A531stance (Section 8) (FPHA), or
the Low Income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP).?! In states that have their own
Lifeline/Link-Up programs, the consumer must meet the eligibility criteria established by the

'_6 See Appendix G for a list of current federal default states. Except as otherwise specifically provided, the term
“State” means the States, the District of Columbia, Territories, and possessions of the United States of America.

7 See Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service, CC Docket No. 96-45, Order, 15 FCC Red 25257 (20060}
(Referral Order).

'8 See generally Recommended Decision.
1® See generally Recommended Decision.

0 See Lifeline and Link-Up, WC Docket No.-03-109, Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 18 FCC Red 11628 (2003), -
modified by Federal-State Board on Universal Service Lifeline and Link-Up, WC Docket No. 03-109, Erratum, 18
FCC Red 16694 (2003) (collectively NPRM).

- ™' Seed47 C.F.R. §§ 54.409(b), 54.415(b).
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state, consistent with sections 54.409 and 54.415 of the Commission’s rules.*

8. Inthe Twelfth Report and Order,” the Commission adopted more expansive
Lifeline/Link-Up eligibility criteria for low-income consumers living on tribal lands.”* For those
consumers, the Commission established an enhanced Lifeline/Link-Up program. In order to
qualify for enhanced Lifeline/Link-Up under the federal default eligibility criteria, the consumer
~ must certify, under penalty of perjury, that he/she participates in one of the five programs listed
above or any of the following additional federal programs: Bureau of Indian Affairs General
Assistance, Tribally-Administered Temporary Assistance for Needy Families (Tribal TANF),
Head Start (only for those meeting its income qualifying standard), or the National School Lunch
Program’s free lunch program.” In a state with its own enhanced Lifeline/Link-Up program, a
consumer living on tribal lands may qualify for Lifeline/Link-Up support by meeting either the
eligibility and verification cntena established by the state or the federal default eligibility criteria
for the enhanced program.?®

9. Inthe NPRM, the Commission sought comment on the Joint Board’s recommendation
that the Commission expand the federal default eligibility criteria to include an income-based
criterion and additional means-tested programs.”’ Specifically, the Joint Board recommended
that a consumer be cligible for Lifeline/Link-Up when the consumer’s income is at or below
135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG), or if the consumer participates in Temporary
Assistance for Needy Families (TANF) or the National School Lunch’s free lunch program

(NSL)
2. Discussion
a. Income-based Criteria

10. We adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation that a consumer be eligible to partictpate
- in Lifeline/Link-Up if the consumer’s income is at or below 135% of the FPG.?* We agree with
the Joint Board that adding an income-based criterion to the federal default eligibility criteria
may increase participation in the Llfellne/Lmk-Up program.?® This will enable, for example, a
family of four whose annual income is at or below $24,840 to qualify for Lifeline/Link-Up

2 See 47 CF.R. §§ 54.409(a), 54.415(a).

3 Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service; Promoting Deployment and Subscribership in Unserved and
Underserved Areas, Including Tribal and Insular Areas, CC Docket No. 96-45, Twelfth Report and Order,
Memorandum Opinion and Order, and Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking, 15 FCC Red 12208 (2000) (Twelfth
Report and Order).

* See Twelfth Report and Order, 15 FCC Red at 12245-48, paras. 68-74.

3 See 47 CFR. §§ 54.409(c), 54.415(c); Twelfth Report and Orcfer, 15 FCC Red at 12245, para. 68.

% See 47 CF.R. §§ 54.409(c), 54.415(c). See Twelfth Report and Order, 15 FCC Red at 12247-48, paras. 73-74.
% See NPRM, 18 FCC Red at 11628, para. 1.

. 8 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6597, para. 15.

 See Recommended Decision, 13 FCC Red at 6597, para. 15.
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support even if they do not participate in one of the current qualifying assistance programs.*
We have included, in Appendix D, estimated income requirements for various sizes of
households at or below 135% of the FPG.>' Our staff analysis estimates that adding an income-
‘based criterion of 135% of the FPG could result in approximately 1.17 million to 1.29 million
new Lifeline/Link-Up subscribers.”? Of these new Lifeline/Link-Up subscribers, the analysis
projects that approximately one in five likely would be new subscribers to telephone service.’
Therefore, in addition to ensunng that many low-income subscribers may be better able to afford
to maintain their existing service, this criterion will enable many low-income subscribers to have
-~ service for the first time,”* Adding an income-based standard should thereby promote universal
service by increasing subscribership and making rates more affordable for existing low-income
subscribers.

11. We agree with the majority of commenters that support adding an income-based
standard to the current program-based criteria.®®> We also agree with the Joint Board and several
commenters that adding an income-based standard likely will capture some low-income
consumers who are not eli glble for Lifeline/Link-Up because they no longer participate in the
quahfymg assistance programs ® In 1996, Congress passed “The Personal Responsibility and
‘Work Opportumty Reconciliation Act,”™” also known by the acronym “PRWORA.” PRWORA
instituted sweepmg changes to several federal public assistance programs, including time limits

3 See 2003 Povcrty Guidelines for the 48 Contlguous States and the District of Columbia, 68 Fed. Reg. 6456-58
(2003) (2003 FPG).

3 See Appendix D. In order to qualify under this income-based criterion, all income actually received by all
members of the household ‘will be counted. This includes salary before deductions for taxes, public assistance
“benefits, social security payrnents, pensions, unemployment compensation, veteran’s benefits, inheritances, alimony,
child support payments, worker’s compensation benefits, gifts, lottery winnings, and the like. The only exceptions
-are student financial aid, military housing and cost-of-living allowances, irregular income from occasional small
jobs such as baby-sitting or lawn mowing, and the like. States with their own Lifeline/Link- -Up programs may adopt
their own definition of income if they have not already done so. See Appendix A (defining “income™).

3 See Appendix K at Table 2.F. The staff analysis assumes that all states without an existing income criterion or an

- income criterion at or below 135% of the FPG adopt the new federal default income-based standard. Accordingly,
the estimates presented are likely to represent the upper limit of petential new Lifeline and telephone subscribers and
estimated impact on the fund. If some states choose not to adopt the fedéral income-based criteria, the number of
subscribers would be correspondingly lower. This analysis also assumes the following: states that already have an
income criterion of 150% of the FPG or higher keep it; there are no other changesto the Lifeline/Link-Up program
or the qualifying Lifeline/Link-Up eligibility programs; and states, ETCs, and consumers quickly learn of the
program change and rapidly act on that information. See Appendix K at 3, 13.

3 See Appendix K at Table 2.H.
3 See Appendix K at Table 2.F.

3 See Acorn Comments at 4; BellSouth Comments at 3, Reply Comments at 3; Consumer Coalition Comments at 1;
Florida PSC Comments at 3; NASUCA Reply Comments at 5, 9; NCLC Comments at 3, Reply Comments at 4;
NFFN Comments at 7; NY Dep’t of Public Service Comments at 1-2; OH PUC Comments at 4; Commissioner
Wilson PaPUC at Reply Comments 2-3; PULP Comments at 1-2; TX Legal Services Center Comments at 1; TOPC
Comments at 5-6; Tribal Telecom Outreach Comiments at 1; USCCB Comments at 3-4, 6; UUI Comments at 4.

3 See NASUCA Reply Comments at 12; NCLC Comments at 5-6; NFFN Comments at 7; PULP Comments at 1-2;
TX Legal Services Center Comments at 1.

3 Pub.L.No. 104-193, 110 Stat. 2105 (Ang. 22, 1996).
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and work requirements backed by sanctions. In the 1997 Universal Service Order, the
Commission indicated it would monitor the impact of PRWORA on participation in
Lifeline/Link-Up qualifying programs and revise eligibility criteria if the program-based criteria
model “becomes an unworkable standard.”® In the Twelfth Report and Order, the Commission
also noted it would consider adding an income-based criterion in the future because it might
“reach more low-income consumers, including low-income tribal members, than the current
method of conditioning eligibility on participation in particular low-income assistance
programs.”® We understand that participation is decreasing in many public assistance programs,
including at least one program used to determine eligibility for Lifeline/Link-Up.** At the same
time, poverty rates in the U.S. are increasing by the traditional measure. In 2002, 12.1% or 34.6
million people fell below the poverty threshold, compared to 11.3% or 31.1 million people in

-2000.*" At the same time, however, the Census Bureau has published six alternative measures of
poverty, none of which appear to show a statistically significant increase in poverty rates
between 2001 and 2002.* Regardless of factual differences in the data, broadening eligibility
criteria to include an income-based standard at this time should ensure continued participation in
Lifeline/Link-Up among low-income households, which, in turn, should increase subscribership
to the network. Several commenters also state that individuals who are no longer eligible to
‘receive welfare or benefits under federal assistance programs may still be too poor to afford the
cost of local telephone service.*® Adding an income-based standard could increase
subscribership among low-income individuals affected by PRWORA. Thus, this action will
further the goals of section 254.%

" 1997 Universal Service Order, 12 FCC Red at 8974, para. 374.
®Twelfth Report and Order, 15 FCC Red at 12247, para. 72.

Y Food Stamps enroliment fell from 25.5 million recipients in FY 1996 to 21.3 million recipients in FY 2003. See
<http://www. fas.usda.gov/pd/fssummar.htm>.

- M See .S, Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2002 and 2003, Annual Social and Economic Supplerents;
U.S. Census Bureau, Current Population Survey, 2001 to 2002, Annual Demographic Supplements; U.S. Census
‘Bureau, Current Population Survey, March 2000 and 2001; see also
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/income/income02/prs03asc.html> (2003 press briefing);
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/income/income01/prs02asc.html> (2002 press briefing);
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/income/income00/prsOlasc.html> (2001 press briefing). According to the U.S.
Census Bureau, the poverty threshold for a family of four was $18,392 in 2002, and $17,603 in 2000. See id.
Poverty thresholds, updated each year by the Census Bureaun, are used mainly for statistical purposes. In contrast,
poverty guidelines, issued each year by the Department of Health and Human Services, are a simplification of the
poverty thresholds, used for administrative purposes such as determining financial eligibility for certain federat
programs. Therefore, Census Bureau poverty thresholds, including those for years 2002 and 2000, differ from the
Department of Health and Human Service’s Federal Poverty Guidelines. See generally

. <http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/02poverty.htm>, <http://aspe.hhs.gov/poverty/00poverty. htm>,

* See U.S. Census Bureau, Press Briefing (Sept. 26, 2003), Chart 12, available at
<http://www.census.gov/hhes/income/income02/prs03asc.html> (last visited, Mar. 12, 2004).

% BeliSouth Comments at 3; NASUCA Reply Comments at 12; NCLC Comments at 5-6, Reply Comments at 4; OH
PUC Comments at 4; PULP Comments at 1-2; TX Legal Services Center Comments at 1. -

*47U.8.C. §254.



Federal Communications Commission - FCC 04-87

12. Consistent with the Joint Board recommendation,*’ we initially set the income-based
standard at 135% of the FPG, while we further develop the record on the costs and benefits of
adopting a 150% FPG standard.*® The Joint Board concluded that an income-based standard at
135% of the FPG struck an appropriate balance between increasing subscribership without
significantly overburdening the universal service fund. It noted that most commenters supported
adoption of an income-based standard ranging from 125% to 150% of the FPG, and that many
other federal welfare programs, and state Lifeline programs, base eligibility on a standard within
that range.*” We note that our staff analysis projects that if all states were to adopt an income-
based standard at or below 135% of the FPG federal Lifeline expenditures could increase by
$127 to $140 million over current levels;*® in contrast, if we were to adopt an income-based
standard at or below 150% of the FPG, federal Lifeline expenditures could increase by $316 to
$348 million.” We also note that while our staff analysis projects that adoption of an income-
based standard at or below 135% of the FPG could result in more than 200,000 households
newly subscribing to telephone service, that study also projects no net increase in new
subscribers under an income-based standard at or below 150% of the FPG. We recognize that a
few commenters are concerned about the potential financial burdens placed on the universal
service fund due to increased participation in the Lifeline/Link-Up program,” but we conclude
that the benefits of adopting a 135% income-based standard now — namely, adding new low-
income subscribers and retammg existing low-income subscribers on the network — outweigh the
potentlal increased-costs. In sum, we conclude that adopting a 135% income-based standard at
this time represents a reasonable and cautious approach, whlle we explore further whether to
adopta 150% income standard 5

s See Recommended Dec;swn, 18 FCC Red at 6599, para. 17.
% See infra para. 56.

41 See Recommended Deczsmn, 13 FCC Red at 6599, para. 17. For example, the following federal programs use an
income-based standard as an eligibility criterion: Medicaid (income at or below 133% of the FPG), Food Stamps
{gross income at or below 130% of the FPG, net income at or below 100% of the FPG), Low Income Home Energy
- Assistance Program (LIHEAP) (income at or below 150% of the FPG but not lower than 110% of the FPG or 60%
of state median income), National School Lunch program’s free lunch program (income at or below 130% of the -
FPG). We note that these programs may also use other eligibility criteria. States with their own Lifeline/Link-Up
programs may establish their own eligibility criteria or may allow carriers to define eligibility. For example,
BellSouth Florida, Sprint Tennessee, ALLTEL Texas, and Southwestern Bell Texas have an income-based
eligibility criterion of 125% of the FPG. Qwest Idaho, Oregon, and Utah have an income-based eligibility criterion
of 133% of the FPG. Verizon Oregon has an income-based eligibility criterion of 135% of the FPG. Pacific Bell
California, Verizon Michigan, Sprint Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, Moapa Valley Nevada, Verizon
Nevada, Sprint Pennsylvania, and Verizon Vermont have an income-based eligibility criterion of 150% of the FPG.
See <http://www.lifelinesupport.org>. We note these programs may also use other eligibility criteria.

*8 See Appendix K at Table 2.G. As recognized in the staff study, this amount represents the upper bound of the
potential increase in funding as it assumes that all states that do not already have an income criterion of at least
135% of the FPG will choose to implement the new federal default standard. Moreover, we recognize that it is
difficult to predict with certainty how consumers may behave if program requircments change. See Appendlx K at
13.

* See Appendix K at Table 2.G.
% See AT&T Reply Comments at 4; CPUC Comments at 6; Florida PSC Comments at 3; MCI Comments at 2.
%1 See infra paras. 56-57.

10



Federal Communications Commission o FCC 04-87

b. Program-based Criteria

13. We also adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation that the Temporary Assistance to
Needy Families program (TANF)* and the Natlonal School Lunch’s free lunch program (NSL)”?
be added to the federal default eligibility criteria.’® We believe adding these programs is likely

~ to help improve participation in the Lifeline/Link-Up program, and in doing so, would increase

telephone subscribership and/or make rates more affordable for low-income households.

'Additionally, low-income consurners that come into contact with state agencies while enrolling

in one public assistance program are often made aware of their eligibility to participate in
another public assistance program. Therefore, participation in Lifeline/Link-Up could be
increased by adding these public assistance programs to the current program-based criteria

‘because it increases the possibility that low-income consumers could be made aware of

Llfehne/Lmk-Up when they enroll in TANF and NSL and thereby increases or maintains
subscribership.”

14. Under the Commlssmn s current rules, Tribal TANF is an eligibility criterion for
enhanced Lifeline/Link-Up.*® The Commission extended Lifeline/Link-Up eligibility criteria to
include the Tribal TANF program, as well as Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance, Tribal
National School Lunch’s free lunch program, and Tribal Head Start program (income qualifying
standard only) concluding that the “household income thresholds for these newly added
prograros range[d] from 100-130 percent of the [FPG]” and were therefore “consistent with the’
[income thresholds of those] programs included in our current federal default list.”>” Adding

“TANF to the current list of eligibility criteria may permit more low-income individuals, not just
. those hvmg on tribal lands, to qualify for Lifeline/Link-Up support, thereby potentially

increasing telephone subscribership and making rates more affordable for existing low-income

subscribers.® Although 5.1 million recipients currently participate in TANF,”” like the Joint

E TANF replaced the Aid to Famllzes with Dependent Children program (AFDC) TANF is codified at 42 U.8.C.

§§ 600 et seq.

9 NSL is codified at 42 US.C. §§ 1751 et seq.

* See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6601, para. 20.

55 See Consumer Coalition Comments at 2.

% In Tribal TANF, participation is only open to those living on tribal lands, and tribes implement their own TANF
programs with eligibility criteria and benefits that vary by tribe rather tha.u by state. See
<http://www.act.hhs.gov/programs/dts/guidettf01.htm>.

57 Twelfth Report and Order, 15 FCC Red at 12245, para. 68. We note that: (1) income eligibility criteria in the

programs listed may have changed in the four years since the Twelfth Report and Order was released and (2)

because Tribal TANF eligibility criteria varies by tribe, income eligibility criteria in certain Tribal TANF programs
may not range from 100-130% of the FPG.

3% See NCLC Comments at 3-4.

* In fiscal year 2002, there were approximately 5.1 million recipients receiving TANF support. See '
HHS/ACF/Office of Family Assistance/Division of Data Collection and Analysis, ACF-3637, Statistical Report on
Recipients under Public Assistance (OMB Approval No. 0970-008), ACF-198, Emergency TANF Data Report
(0970-0164), ACF-199, TANF Data Repott (0970-0199);
<http:/fwww.acf.dhhs.gov/news/stats/2002tanfrecipients.htm>.
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Board, we cannot project hlow many additional persons may become eligible for Lifeline/Link-
Up under this new criterion because many low-income households participate in more than one
assistance program.”’ Nevertheless, we share the Joint Board’s belief that extending
Lifeline/Link-Up benefits to TANF participants will promote the goals of universal service.

15. We note that, in the /997 Universal Service Order, the Commission rejected a
proposal to add TANF’s predecessor, Aid to Fam111es with Dependent Children (AFDC), to the
list of qualifying Lifeline/Link-Up programs.®' At the time, the Commission was concerned
about the impact of PRWORA on that particular program. o2 Although TANF participation rates
have decreased since fiscal year 1996 and the implementation of PRWORA, participation rates
remain high.®® Accordingly, adding this particular program to the federal default eligibility
' criteria may still potentially affect significant numbers of low-income consumers.

16. We agree with the Joint Board that one benefit of adding TANF is the broad
dlscretlon that states are given to establish eligibility standards for each state’s respective TANF
program.® This broad discretion enables states to tailor the TANF program to meet their
constituents’ needs. Therefore, we agree with the Joint Board and most commenters that adding
TANTF as an eligibility cntenon for Lifeline/Link-Up will help target the program to appropriate
low-income households.”® Another advantage of adding TANF is that verification of
Lifeline/Link-Up eligibility would simply involve checking TANF program records. We agree

with NASUCA that monitoring participation in TANF is no more difficult than other programs.®®

17 We agree with the Joint Board that adding NSL’s free lunch program to the current
list of federal default eligibility criteria may permit more low-income individuals, not just those
living on tribal lands, to qualify for Lifeline/Link-Up support, thereby increasing subscribership
- and/or makmg rates more affordable for low-income houscholds.”” Under the Commission’s

current rules, Tribal NSL is an eligibility criterion for enhanced Llfelme/Lmk—Up on tribal
lands.%® In general, NSL’S eligibility criteria are the same as for Tribal NSL.* To be eligible. for

& See Recommended Decisieﬁ, 18 FCC Red at 6601, para. 21.

& See 1997 Universal Service Order, 12 FCC Red at 8974, para. 374,
2 See id.

63 See infra note 198,

% See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6601, para. 22. We note that each state’s TANF program is subject
to modification, as are all the means-tested programs that comprise Lifeline/Link-Up’s program-based criteria.

% See Consumer Coalition Comments at 1-2; Florida PSC Comments at 4; NCLC Comments at 3-4; NASUCA
Reply Comments at 16; NY Dep’t of Public Service Comments at 1-2; PaPUC Reply Comments at 3; Commissioner
Wilson PaPUC Reply Comments at 4-5; Tribal Telecom Outreach Comments at I; USCCB Comments at 8-9.

% See NASUCA Reply Comments at 16.
8 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6602, para. 23.
% See 47 C.F.R. § 54.409(c).

* In Tribal NSL, participation is only open to children living on tribal lands, and children living on tribal lands are
automatically eligible if they or their household receives assistance under the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations. See generally <http://www.fns.usda.gov/cnd/lunch/default.htn>.
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NSL’s free lunch program, the household income must be at or below 130% of the FPG, which
is $23,920 for a family of four.” Children are automatically eligible for free school meals if their
household receives Food Stamps, benefits under the Food Distribution Program on Indian
Reservations or, in most cases, benefits under the TANF program ! There were approx1rnately
13.7 million children enrolled in NSL’s free lunch program in fiscal year 2003, As with
TANF, however, it is difficult to project how many additional persons may become eligible for
Lifeline/Link-Up by adopting NSL because many low-income households typically participate in
more than one assistance program once they meet the qualifying criteria.” We are not aware of
any data on the total number of households in which NSL participants reside, because more than
one NSL participant may reside in a single household. Nevertheless, we agree with the Joint
Board that adding NSL as an eligibility criterion could increase telephone subscrib ership and/or
make rates more affordable for low-income households.

18. There is significant support in the record for addmg NSL’s free lunch program to the
federal default eligibility criteria.”* We agree with NCLC that adding NSL may improve
telephone penetration among low-income subscribers because it may capture many low-income
households that may not participate in other Lifeline/Link-Up qualifying public-assistance
programs Accordmg to NCLC, many households do not feel that children participating in
NSL carries the same social stigma as participation in programs whose aim is assistance for
adults.”® Also, adding NSL’s free lunch program is consistent with the Commission’s
determination in the Twelfth Report and Order that eligibility for enhanced Llfellne/Lmk-Up

should be limited to those qualifying for free lunch from NSL.”7 We note that participation in
the NSL program is increasing, unllke other assistance programs where PRWORA may have
prompted decreased enrollment,”® It is also easy to verify eligibility under this criterion because
- it would simply involve checking NSL pro gram records. We note that in the 1997 Universal
- Service Order, the Commission found that “in the interest of administrative ease and avoiding
fraud, waste, and abuse, the named subscriber to the local telecommunications service must
- participate in [the] program][ ] to qualify for Liféline.”™ Although the child is the named

™ See 2003 FPG, 68 Fed Reg. at 6456-58. We note that the NSL program is subject to modification, as are all the
means-tested programs that comprise Lifeline/Link-Up’s program-based criteria.

! See <hitp://www.fns.usda.gov/end/About/fags.htm>.
2 See <http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/slsummar. htm>.

7 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6602, para. 23.

™ These commenters supported adding NSL to the federal default eligibility criteria. See Consumer Coalition
Comments at 2; Florida PSC Comments at 4; NCLC Comments at 3-5; NASUCA Reply Comments at 16-17; NY
Dep’t of Public Service Comments at 1-2; OK Corporation Commission Comments at 3; Commissioner Wilson
PaPUC Reply Comments at 4-3; Tribal Telecom Qutreach Comments at 1; USCCB Comments at $-9.

73 See NCLC Comments at 3-5.
76 See NCLC Comments at 5.

- 77 See Twelfth Report and Order, 15 FCC Red at 12245, para. 68.

" For example, in 1996, there were 12.7 million children enrolled in NSL’s free lunch program. In 2003, there were
13.7 million children enrolled in NSL’s free lunch program. See <http://www.fhs.usda.gov/pd/slsummar.htm>.

7 See 1997 Universal Service Order, 12 FCC Red at 8974, para. 374.
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participant in the NSL program, it is the household’s income that qualifies the child for
participation in the program. No commenters have brought to our attention any evidence of
problems with its use in the enhanced Lifeline/Link-Up federal default eligibility criteria for
those living on tribal lands. Accordingly, we believe that adding NSI. will help to target
Lifeline/Link-Up support to the appropriate low-income households.

B. Duration of an Individual’s Eligibility for Lifeline/Link-Up
1. Background

19 Only qualifying low-income consumers may participate in the Llfehne/Lmk-Up
program.®® Therefore, if a consumer ceases to meet any of the eli gibility criteria, he or she may
no longer receive the benefits of Lifeline/Link-Up. The Joint Board was concerned that an
automatic termination process might result in erroneous disconnection of service for certain
consumers. Accordingly, the Joint Board recommended that the Commission seek comment on
establishing an appeals process for the termination of Lifeline benefits and determine whether 60
days is an appropriate time period for a consumer to appeal.®! In the NPRM, the Commission
sought comment on this pro;gosal and asked commenters to provide more information on how an
appeals process could work.

2. Discussion

~20. We agree with the Joint Board and several commenters that consumers should be
given a period of time in which to show continued eligibility for Lifeline.  As described below,

- dispute resolution procedures are necessary to allow consumers to demonstrate continued
-eligibility. Moreover, such a timeframe will provide Lifeline customers, who may not be aware

of a change to-their ehg1b111ty status, a period of time in which to transition to the full cost of
non-Lifeline service should they be found to be mellglble This transitional period will reduce

- the likelihood that such customers would be subsequently disconnected from the network.
Therefore, an appeal and transition penod will promote the goals of section 254.%* Moreover,

allowing Lifeline benefits to continue’ prior to a final decision to terminate enrollment should not
burden the fund excessively, while providing administrative stability.

21. We recognize that some states may have existing dispute resolution procedures
between telephone companies and consumers governing termination of telephone service that
could apply to termination of Lifeline benefits. For example the Pennsylvania Public Utility
Commission (PaPUC) asserts that “Pennsylvania carriers would treat an appeal regarding
termination of Lifeline service as a ‘dispute” and would follow the PaPUC procedural rules

% See 47 C.F.R. § 54.409(b). .
*! See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6605, paras. 29, 30,

" See NPRM, 18 FCC Red at 11629, para. 2.

8 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6604, para. 29; NASUCA Reply Comments at 30; NCLC Comments
at 13-15; OH PUC Comments at §,

5 See 47 U.S.C. §§ 254(b)(1), 254(b)(3).
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regarding the resolution of disputes[.]”** The PaPUC explains that termination of service would

be stayed pending resolution of the dispute.*® Accordingly, in such a state, consumers would
have an opportunity to dispute Lifeline termination, and there would be no need for the ETC to
follow the federal default procedures, as described below. 37 Therefore, where a state maintains
its own procedures that would require, at a minimum, written customer notification of impending
termination of Lifeline benefits, similar to the federal default requirements, that state will retain
the flexibility to develop its own appeals process. Moreover, we agree with the PaPUC and the
Joint Board that preempting a state’s existing appeals process could result in customer confusion
and unnecessary expense for the carrier. States should make their own determination as to
whether the state’s existing laws could apply to-termination of Lifeline benefits.

22. In states that lack dispute resolution procedures applicable to Lifeline termination, we
adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation and require ETCs that have a reasonable basis to
believe that consumers no longer qualify for Lifeline® to notify consumers of their impending
termination of Llfelme benefits and implement a 60-day period of time in which to demonstrate
continued eligibility.®® For those states, we adopt the following federal default procedures.
ETCs in such states will be required to notify consumers of their unpendmg termination of
Lifeline benefits by sending a termination of Lifeline benefits notice in a letter separate from the
consumer’s monthly bill. If a consumer receives such a termination notice, the consumer would
have up to 60 days from the date of the termination letter in which to demonstrate his or her
continued eligibility before Lifeline support is discontinued. For example, a consumer who

“enrolled in Lifeline because he or she participated in LIHEAP may nevertheless qualify for
Lifeline after discontinuing participation in LIHEAP under a different program-based or income-
~ based criterion. Consumers should be given a period of time in which to make such a showing
of continued eligibility if they believe they have received a termination letter in error. The 60-
day time period also should ensure that consumers have ample notice to make arrangements to -

- pay the full cost of local service should they wish to continue telephone service after termination
of Lifeline benefits.”® This 60-day time period thus furthers the goal of section 254 to provide

~ access to telecommunications services for low-income consumers.”! A consumer who appeals
must present proof of continued eligibility to the carrier consistent with his or her state’s

85 See PaPUC Reply Comments at 4 (citing 52 Pa. Code §§ 64.13 1-134, 64.141-142). See also Commissioner
Wilson PaPUC Reply Comments at 5-6.

% See PaPUC Reply Comments at 4 {citing 52 Pa. Code § 64.133). See also Commissioner Wilson PaPUC Reply
Commenits at 5-6.

%7 See infra para, 22.

8 ARETC may have a reasonable basis to believe that a consumer no tonger qualifies for Lifeline if, for example,
the state alerts the ETC that a particular consumer no longer participates in a Lifeline-qualifying program or the
consumer fails to provide information in response to a request for documentation by the ETC.

% Where ETCs provide wholesale Lifeline rates to non-ETC resellers that provide discounted service to low-income
consumers in states that lack dispute resolution procedures, the non—ETC reseller must comply with these
requirements.

* Commenters also agreed that 60 days is a reasonable amount of time. See NASUCA Reply Comme_nts at 30;
NCLC Comments at 14; OH PUC Comments at 8.

%! See generally 47 U.S.C. § 254.
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verification requirements or federal verification requirements, if relevant, as modified in the
Certification and Verification Procedures section below.” This procedure is only required when
the carrier has initiated termination of benefits. This 60-day period of time is not necessary
when the Lifeline subscriber has notified the carrier that he or she is no longer eligible.”®
Presumably such subscribers will be aware of their impending tenmnatlon of benefits and will be
able to budget their resources accordingly.

C. Certification and Verification Procedures
1. Background

23. Certification and verification are the processes by which eligible consumers establish.
their qualification for Lifeline/Link-Up. Certification occurs at the time an individual is applying
to enroll in Lifeline/Link-Up, while verification occurs on a periodic basis after the subscriber
has already been certified. Currently, in a state that has instituted its own Lifeline/Link-Up
program, an individual must follow that state’s certification and verification procedures, if any,
in order to enroll and continue to participate in that state’s Lifeline/Link-Up program.®* In
federal default states, an individual must self-certify to hls/her carrier, under penalty of perjury,
that he/she is em'olled in a qualifying assistance prcgram Although there is currently no
verification requirement for federal default states, Lifeline subscrlbers are required to notlfy their
- carriers when they cease to participate in a qualifying program.”

24. In its Recommended Decision, the Joint Board recommended that the Commission
encourage all states, including federal default states, to adog t automatic enrollment as a means of
certifying that consumers are eligible for Lifeline/Link-Up.”” They also recommended that
~ consumers eligible for Lifeline/Link-Up under an income-based criterion be required to present

documentation of income eligibility prior to being enrolled in the program and to verify
continued eligibility under any criterion. Finally, the Joint Board recommended adoption of a
rule requiring Lifeline/Link-Up applicants who qualify under the income-based criterion to
certify, under penalty of petjury, the number of individuals in their household.”®

%2 See infra paras. 28-35.

% See 47 C.FR. § 54.409(b).
47 CFR. § 54.409(a).

% 47 CF.R. § 54.409(b).

% 1d.

%7 The definition of automatic enrollment in the Lifeline/Link-Up context is an “electl'énié interface between a state
agency and the carrier that allows low-income individuals to automatically enroll in Lifeline/Link-Up following
enrollment in a qualilying public assistance program. ” Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6608, para. 38.

% Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6610, para. 44.
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2. Discussion
a. Automatic Enrollment

25. We agree with the Joint Board and encourage all states, including federal default
states, to adopt automatic enrollment as a means of certifying that consumers are eligible for
Lifeline/Link-Up.”® In its Recommended Decision, the Joint Board observed that partzclpatlon _
rates for Lifeline/Link-Up increased in states that employed automatic enrolbment, aggressive
outreach, and intrastate multi-agency cooperation. 100 1 partlcular, the Joint Board highlighted
three states that have adopted some form of Lifeline/Link-Up automatic enrollment.'®" In two
states, an affirmative act by the participant, such as authorization to release qualifying
information and submission of letter 1ndlcat1ng participation in the qualifying program, is needed
to secure enrollment in Lifeline/Link-Up.'" In a third state, the state automatically enrolls the
consumer in Lifeline/Link-Up at the time of enrollment in a qualifying program, but offers the
consumer an opt-out provision to cancel participation in Lifeline/Link4Up.1°3 Because we agree
with the Joint Board that automatic enrollment may facilitate participation in Lifeline/Link-Up,
we adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation to encourage states to implement such measures.

26. We decline, however, to require states to adopt automatic enrollment at this time,'%*

Instead, we encourage those states that currently do not employ automatic enrollment to consider

states that operate automatic enrollment as a model for future implementation.'” As the Joint

- Board noted, implementation of automatic enrollment could impose significant administrative,
* technological, and financial burdens on states and ETCs.'% Although we recognize the benefits

. of automatic enrollment, we agree with the Joint Board that we should not force states that may
- be unable to afford to implement automatic enrollment to do s0.””” We also recognize arguments
- that requiring automatic enrollment may deter ETCs from participating in the Lifeline/Link-Up

"ot 6607i08, para. 38.
1% 14, at 6608, para. 39.
1% See id. at 6608, 6625-26, paras. 39-40, Appendix E.

192 Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6625 -26, Appendix E. Massachusetts and North Dakota require an
affirmative action by the enrollee. 7d.

1% 1d. at 6626, Appendix E. New York employed a confidentiality agreement between the state agency and the
carrier to facilitate the release of qualifying information and safeguard consumer privacy rights.

' See, e.g, ACORN Comments at 4; NASUCA Comments at 17-20; NCLC Comments at 8; NCLC Reply
Comments at 4-5; NFFN Comments at 8, OK Corporation Commission Comments at 4; USCCB Comments at 9,

1 For example, in Texas, plans are underway to implement the state legislature’s determination that all utility
“discount plans should be administered by a third party, the Low Income Discount Administrator (LIDA)., See
NASUCA Reply Comments at 18-19; see also
<http://www.puc.state.tx.us/openmeet/openmeetarc/2003/121803.pdf>. It is proposed that the LIDA will interface
with state agencies and automatically enroll consumers that are eligible for utility discounts in various assistance
programs, including Lifeline.

1% See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red 6608, para. 40.

17 Massachusetts, Texas, New York, New J ersey, Nevada, and Ohio are examples of states utilizing automatlc
enrollment in their Lifeline/Link-Up programs.
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program because of the technical requirements associated with interfacing with government
agencies or third party administrators.'®

b. Certification of Program-based Eligibility

27. We agree with the Joint Board that the current certification procedures for program-
based qualification are sufficient.'” Current rules require self-certification, under penalty of
perjury, for the federal default states,'’® and allow states operating their own Lifeline/Link-Up

‘programs to devise more strict measures as they deem appropriate.'’’ We agree with the Joint
Board that the ease of self-certification encourages eligible consumers to participate in
Lifeline/Link-Up.""* In addition, self-certification imposes minimal burdens on consumers.
Finally, we agree with the Joint Board that participation in need-based programs is easily
verified.'" Accordingly, we conclude, consistent with the views of the Joint Board, that
certification of qualified program participation, under penalty of perjury, serves as an effective
disincentive to abuse the system at this time.'"* ' '

¢. Certification of Income-based Eligibility

28. We adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation to require all states, including federal

. default states, to adopt certification procedures to document income-based eligibility for

Lifeline/Link-Up enroliment.’”’ Because it is easier to verify qualifying program enrollment, we

share the Joint Board’s concerns that there may be a greater potential for fraud and abuse when
. an individual self-certifies his/her income eligibility.''® We agree with the many commenters
“ that requiring documentation of income eligibility should protect against waste, fraud, and abuse
and ensure that only qualified individuals receive Lifeline/Link-Up assistance.'!” Some
‘commenters, however, contend that self-certification of income, under penalty of perjury, at the
enrollment stage is the most cost-effective method to deter abuse of the program.’™® The Florida
~ PSC, on the other hand, notes that California’s Lifeline program, which utilizes self-certification .
of income-based eligibility, appears to have more houscholds receiving the Lifeline discount

1% Soe e.g., AT&T Reply Commenits at 4; BcllSoutl_l Comments at 4-5; Verizon Comments at 8-10.

' See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6606, para. 32. See also Consumer Coalition Comments at 1-3.
10 47 CF.R. § 54.409(b). '

U147 CFR. § 54.409(a).

Y12 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6606, paras. 32-33.

113 See id. at 6606, para. 33.

1% See id.; see also 47 CER. § 54.409(b).

'3 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6606-07, para. 34.

_“6 See id.at 6606, para. 33; see also BellSouth Comments at 6; MCI Comments at 3; NCLC Comments at 4, Reply
Comments at 4.

17 See BellSouth Comments at 6; FPSC Comments at 2, 4; MCI Comments at 3; NCLC Comments at 4, Reply
Comments at 4. :

118 See, e.g. ACORN Comments at 5; Consumer Coalition Comments at 2-3; NASUCA Réply Comments at 21;
USCCB Commerts at 7; TX OPUC Comments at 3-4, Reply Cqmments at4-5.
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| than the Current Population Survey of Households data would indicate are eligible for the

discount.’"® We do not agree with these commenters that argue income certification from

another means-tested program should be suitable documentation,'?° because it could be difficult
to verify that the means-tested program utilizes the same income eligibility threshold. Therefore,
because self-certification of income presents additional vulnerabilities to the Lifeline/Link-Up

- program, we agree with the Joint Board and several commenters that certification of income-
. based eligibility must be accompanied by supporting documentation.

121

29. We agree with the Joint Board that states that operate their own Lifeline/Link-Up
programs should maintain the flexibility to develop their own certification procedures other than
self-certification, including acceptable documentation to certify consumer eligibility under an
income-based criterion, and to determine the certifying entity, whether it is a state agency or an
ETC.'?? This flexibility will permit states to develop certification procedures that best
accommodate their own Lifeline participants based on the available resources of ETCs and state
commissions, each state’s eligibility criteria, and local conditions. When developing their
certification procedures, we remind states that eligible consumers living on tribal lands may
qualify for Lifeline support even if they do not satisfy that state’s eligibility criteria.'” In
addition, ETCs must be able to document that they are complying with state regulations and
recordkeeping requirements.

30. For federal default states, we adopt rules reflecting the Joint Board’s recommendation
that consumers must provide documentation of income el1g1b111ty at enrollment.”** Specifically,
we agree with the Joint Board’s recommendation that the prior year’s state, federal, or tribal tax
return, current income staternent from an employer or paycheck stub, a Social Security statement
of benefits, a Veterans Administration statement of benefits, a retirement/pension statement of
benefits, an Unemployment/Workmen’s-Compensation statement of benefits, federal or tribal
notice letter of participation in Bureau of Indian Affairs General Assistance, a divorce decree, or

! See Florida PCS Comments at 4-5. See also Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6650, 6668, Table 1.A,
Appendix F. The Current Population Survey of Households is a monthly survey of households conducted by the
Bureau of Census for the Bureau of Labor Statistics, It provides a comprehensive body of data on the labor force,.
employment, unemployment, and persons not in the labor force. See <http://www.bls.gov/cps>,

- 120 ¢o¢ NFFN Comments at 4; PULP Comrments at 2.

12 Soe Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6606-07, para. 34; Bell South Comments at 5-6; MCI Comments at
3-4; FPSC Comments at 4; NY Department of Public Service Comments at 1-2.

122 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6606-07, para. 34,

123 47 C.F.R. § 54.409(c) (consumers living on a reservation may qualify for Tiers One; Two and Four of Lifeline
support if they satisfy the criteria in 54.409(c) or (d) even if they do not satisfy state eligibility criteria); see also
Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service; Promoting Deployment and Subscribership in Unserved And
Underserved Areas, Including Tribal and Insular Areas; Commonweaith of Northern Mariana Islands, CC Docket
No. 96-45, Twenty-Fifth Order On Reconsideration, Report and Order, Order, and Further Notice Of Proposed
Rulemaking, 18 FCC Rcd 10958, 10970-71, para. 24 (2003).

1 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6607, para. 35.
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- Universal Service Administrative Compa'ny’s (USAC’s) website.
‘require ETCs to retain the consumer’s corroborating documentation. ETCs need only retain
‘records of their self-certifications and those made by the applicant.

child support document serve as the types of documents acceptable for income verification.'*
We conclude that if a consumer chooses to proffer any document other than a previous year’s
tribal, federal, or state income tax return as evidence of income, such as current pay stubs, the
consumer must present three consecutive months worth of the same type of statements within

- that calendar year. Three consecutive months of income statements represent one quarter of the

calendar year and better substantiate the yearly stated income, without overly burdening
consumers. :

31. For those states governed by the federal default Lifeline/Link-Up rules, we require an
officer of the ETC enrolling the consumer in Llfehne/Lmk-Up to certify, under penalty of
perjury, that the ETC has procedures in place to review income documentation and that, to the
best of his or her knowledge, the company was presented with documentation that the
consumer’s household income is at or below 135% of the FPG. Some commenters oppose
certification procedures for income-based eligibility because, they insist, such procedures would
be overly burdensome to ETCs.'*® AT&T argues that ETC employees are not trained to review
and interpret complex government forms, such as tax forms, W-2 statements, or pay stubs.'?’
The rules we adopt today, however, do not require difficult computations or interpretations;

-rather, they require the ETC to compare the annual income represented in the provided

documentation and the number of individuals in the household to a FPG chart posted on the

12 Moreover, our rules do not
129 Where states operate their
-own Lifeline/Link-Up programs, an officer of the ETC must certify that the ETC isin
compliance with state Lifeline/Link-Up income certification procedures and that, to the best of

" his orher knowled ge, documentation of income was presented.

32. Fmally, all consumers in all states qualifying under an 1ncome-b ased criterion must
self-certlfy their eligibility to participate. Consumers must make this self-certification under
penalty of perjury and must also present all required documentation. Specifically, consumers
must self-certify, under penalty of perjury, that the presented documentation accurately
represents their annual household income. Moreover, we adopt the Joint Board’s
recommendation that Lifeline/Link-Up applicants in all states quahfylng under an mcome-based
criterion should be required to self-certify, under penalty of perjury, the number of individuals in

25 Id. at 6607, paras. 35-36. We note that if a consumer only provides one form of documentation, as we require
here, that may not represent the household’s complete income as defined in our rules. See infra Appendix A, 47
C.FR. § 54.400(). Accordingly, we require that the consumer self-certify that the documentation accurately
represents the consumer’s total household income. See infra para. 32.

E 126 Soe AT&T Reply Comments at 5; OK Coxpor_at'ion Commission Comments at 3.

7 AT&T Reply Comments at 5.

128 tfan applicant presents three months of payment statements, the carrier enrolling the consumer will have to

multiply by four, the sum of the payments received in three months, to determine the applicant’s annual income.

- See infra Appendix D for estimated income requirements for various sizes of households at or below 135% of the

FPG.
2% See 47 C.F.R. §§ 54.407(c), 54.413(c). See also inﬁa paras, 37-38.
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procedures to validate consumers’ continued eligibility.

their households.'® Because the Federal Poverty Guidelines change depending upon the number
of individuals in a household, this information is necessary to determine eligibility.

d. Verification of Continued Eligibility Under Program-based and
Income-based Eligibility

33. We adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation that all states, including federal default
states, be required to establish procedures to verify consumers’ continued eligibility for the
Lifeline/Link-Up program under both program and income-based eligibility criteria.'*!
Verification procedures could include random beneficiary audits, periodic submission of
documents, or annual self-certification. We agree with those commenters that assert that
verification of continued eligibility should ensure that the low-income support mechanism is
updated, accurate, and carefully targeted to provide support only to eligible consumers.'”> We
disagree with other commenters that argue that these benefits do not outweigh the burden
associated with a verification requirement.'>® We agree with the Joint Board that verification is
an effective way to prevent fraud and abuse and ensure that only eligible consumers receive
benefits.

34, We also adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation to allow states that administer their
own Lifeline/Link-Up programs the flexibility to design and implement their own verification
3% We note that several states already
engage in verification of continued eligibility for L1fe11ne/L1nk—Up For example, it some states,
the ETC is responsible for verifying the consumer’s continued f:llglblh’cy,lz’5 whﬂe other states
require their state agencies to devise procedures for eligibility verification."*® Another state
establishes ehglblhty verification procedures that involve state agency and carrier

) _part101pahon 7 This flexibility will permit states to develop verification procedures that best

accommodate their own Lifeline participants based on the available resources of ETCs and state

130 $oe Recommended Decision, 18 FCCRed at 6607, para, 37.

31 Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6609, para. 41.

- 2 See, e.g. MCI Comments at 3-4; Flotida PSC Comments at 5; NASCUA Reply Comments at 17.

133 See, e.g. AT&T Comments at 7, Reply Comments at 5; Verizon Comments at 6-7.
3% See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6609, para. 41.

3% In Ohio, carriers perform verification audits to substantiate consumers’ continued eligibility. See Ohio PUC
Comments at 7. In addition, the Ohio PUC provides that carriers may use W-2s, pay-stubs, or employer verification

as means of income verification. See Elective Alternative Regulatory Framework for Incumbent Local Exchange

Companies, Entry on Rehearing, Case No. 00-1532-TP-ALT, 2002WL1058559 (Ohio PUC) (April 25, 2002).

136 For program-based verification of continued eligibility, the North Dakota Department of Human Services sends
an annual, qualifying certificate for Lifeline/Link-Up support to consumers, which must be returned to the local
telephone company. See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6626, Appendix E.

37 In Pennsylvania, most ETCS use the Pennsylvania Department of Revenue database to verify income. See
PaPUC Reply Comments at 5-6. Another form of verification of continued eligibility used in North Dakota involves
an annual list sent to the telephone companies by North Dakota Department of Human Services identifying eligible
participants, which the company uses to update its eligible subscribers. See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at
6626, Appendix E. . :
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commissions, each state’s eligibility criteria, and local conditions. We also note that eligible
consumers living on tribal lands may qualify for Lifeline support even if they do not satisfy that
state’s eligibility criteria."”® In addition, ETCs must be able to document that they are complying
with state regulations and verification requirements.

35. With respect to federal default states, we adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation to
require ETCs to verify annually the continued eligibility of a statistically valid sample of their
Lifeline subscribers.'” ETCs are free to verify dlrectly with a state that partlcular subscribers
continue to be eligible by virtue of participation in a qualifying program or income level.
Alteratively, to the extent ETCs cannot obtain the necessary information from the state, they
may survey the subscriber directly and provide the results of the sample to USAC.'*
Subscribers who are subject to this verification and qualify under program-based eligibility
criteria must prove their continued eligibility by presenting in person or sending a copy of their
Medicaid card or other Lifeline-qualifying public assistance card and self-certifying, under
penalty of perjury, that they continue to participate in the Lifeline-qualifying public assistance
program. Subscribers who are subject to this verification and qualify under the income-based
eligibility criteria must prove their continued eligibility by presenting current documentation
consistent with the federal default certification process, as detailed above.'*! These subscribers
must also self-eertify, under penalty of perjury, the number of individuals in their household and
that the documentation presented accurately represents their annual household income. As with
certification of income-based eligibility, ETCs need not retain documentation of income;
however, an officer of the ETC must certify, under penalty of perjury, that the ETC has income
verification procedures in place and that, to the best of his or her knowledge the company was
presented with corroborating documentation and retain these records.'*

_ 36.In addltlon , We agree with the Joint Board that states should develop on-line

- verification systems.'*® Several commenters highlight the effectiveness and efficiency of
verifying eligibility via on-lme databases.'** We agree with the Joint Board that an on-line
- verification process, where states can obtain and provide data to allow ETCs real-time access to 2
database of low-income assistance program participants or income reports, could be a quick,

1% 47 CF.R. § 54.409(c); see also Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service; Promoting Deployment and
Subscribership in Unserved And Underserved Areas, Including Tribal and Insular Areas; Commonwealth of
Northern Mariana Islands, CC Docket No. 96-45, Twenty-Fifth Order On Reconsideration, Report and Order,

. Order, and Further Notice Of Proposed Rulemaking, 18 FCC Red 10958, 10970-71, para. 24 (2003).

13 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6610, para. 43. See Appendix J for a description of how ETCs may
draw a statistically valid random sample.

10 See infra Appendix J.

M See supra paras. 30-31. ETCs should make arrangements to allow consumers to present their income
documentation at local ETC stotes or offices.

- 1% See 47 CF.R. §§ 54.407(c), 54.413(c). See also infra paras. 37-38.
143 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6609, para. 42.

14 See, e.g. BellSouth Comments at 5-6; NCLC Reply Comments at 4; Commissioner Wilson PaPUC Reply
Comments at 8; Rural fowa Independent Telephone Association at 1-2.
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easy, and accurate solution. Nevertheless, we decline to reguire states to adopt on-line

verification at this time. Despite the benefits of on-line verification, we recognize, as did the

Joint Board, that current financial constraints may make it difficult for some states to implement
on-line verification.

D. Implementation and Recordkeeping

37. States and ETCs will be required to implement measures to certify income of
consumers before enrollment in Lifeline/Link-Up when income is the consumer’s basis for

Lifeline/Link-Up eligibility, and to implement measures to verify continued eligibility for

Lifeline/Link-Up under any criteria within one year from the publication of this Order in the

Federal Register. Given the flexibility afforded states to develop certification and verification

procedures, we conclude that one year should provide more than enough time to come into full
compliance with the rules we adopt today. Indeed, we encourage states and ETCs to implement
certification and verification measures as quickly as possible, but no later than one year. For
federal default states, level of income will not be acceptable as a means of qualifying for
Lifeline/Link-Up until certification procedures are in place.’*’

38. In addition, we specify that ETCs in federal default states must retain certifications
regarding a consumer’s eligibility for Lifeline for as long as the consumer receives Lifeline
service from that ETC or until the ETC is audited by the Administrator. Section 54.409 of the
Commission’s rules requires ETCs to obtain a self-certification, under penalty of perjury, from a

“consumer that he or she receives benefits from one of the qualifying means-tested programs.

However, this rule does not specify how long ETCs must retain consumer self-certifications
regarding eli gib‘ility In this Order, we clarify our rules to require ETCs in federal default states
to retain consumers’ self-certifications of ehglblhty, including self-certifications that income
documentation accurately reflects household income,'*” for as long as the consumer receives
Lifeline service from that ETC or until the ETC is audited by the Administrator. This
requirement will strengthen the Commission’s ability to ensure program integrity without unduly
burdening ETCs. For example, requiring an ETC to retain a single certification document per
consumer will allow the Administrator to confirm in any audit that a consumer was properly
enrolled in Lifeline, regardless of when he or she was enrolled.

39. Moreover, we codify the requirement that all ETCs must maintain records to
document compliance with all Commission and state requirements governing the Lifeline/Link-

Up programs and provide that documentation to the Commission or Administrator upon request,

These records could include, for example, self-certifications verifying consumers’ continued

~ eligibility, documents demonstrating that ETCs have passed through the appropriate discounts to
qualifying consumers, proof of advertising of Lifeline/Link-Up service, and billing records for

Lifeline customers. All ETCs must retain such documentation for the three full preceding
cal_endar yeats, e.g., in December 2004, an ETC would maintain records for calendar years 2001- N

5 See supra paras. 2931, 32,
146 See 47 C.F.R. § 54.409(d), as modified herein.

147 See supra para. 32.
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reach those lfke'ly to qualify for the service.

2003, but in January 2005, that ETC would only maintain records for calendar years 2002-
2004.'#

40. Finally, we clarify the recordkeeping obligations of non-ETC resellers that purchase |
Lifeline-discounted wholesale services from ETCs to offer discounted services to low-income

“consumers. In such instances, the ETC would have no information regarding the eligibility of

the low-income consumer. Accordingly, in these circumstances, ETCs must obtain certifications
from the non-ETC reseller that it is complying with the Commission’s Lifeline/Link-Up
requirements.'*> Moreover, non-ETC resellers providing discounted services to low-income
customers must comply with the applicable federal or state Lifeline/Link-Up requirements,
including certification and verification procedures. Thus, such non-ETC resellers would be
required to retain the required documentation to demonstrate that they are providing dlscounted
services only to qualifying low-income consumers for the above-specified periods.

E. Outreach
1. Background

41, Tn the NPRM, we sought comment on whether the Commission should provide
outreach guldelmes for the Lifeline/Link-Up program to target more.effectively low-income

_consumers."*® Currently, there are no specific federal outreach guidelines; ETCs are, however,

required to publicize the availability of L1fellgle/ Link-Up in a manner reasonably designed to

- 42, Effective outreach programs have been shown to improve Lifeline/Link-Up
participation, According to an August 2006 report by the Telecommunications Industries -
Analysis Project, the Lifeline/Link-Up take rate almost tripled from 13.1% to 39.6% when states -
implemented outreach initiatives designed to increase telephone penetration and participation.’*
For example, Maine, a state with an aggressive outreach program, which includes coordinating
with social service agencies and sending flyers and personal letters to eligible customers, reports
that its penetratlon rate among low-income households increased from 90.5% in March 1997 to
96.5% in March 2002.'%

43. In July 2002, the Commission’s Consumer and Governmental Affairs Bureau (CGB)

148 As described in supra para. 38, however, self-certifications of eligibility must be retained. for as long as the
consumer receives Lifeline service from the ETC or until the ETC is audited by the Administrator.

1 In the event the Commission or Administrator finds an irregularity in the non-ETC reseller’s records, the

" Administrator may adjust the ETC’s low-income support payments

1% See NPRM, 18 FCC Red at 11628, para. 1.

**! See 47 CF.R. §§ 54.405(b), 54.411(d). See also Twelfth Report and Order, 15 FCC Red at 12250, para. 78
(amending sections 54.405 and 54.411 of the Commission’s rules).

152 Carol Weinhus, Tom Wilson, Gordon Calaway, et al,, Telecommunications Industries Analysis Project,
Calculations and Sources for Closing the Gap: Universal Service for Low-Income Households, August 1, 2000,

153 Telephone Penetration Report at table 4 (Ind. Anal. and Tech. Div. rel. May 2003), available at
<http://'www.fcc.gov/Bureaus/ Common_Carrier/Reports/FCC-State_Link/IAD/pntris02.pdf>.
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announced the kick-off of “Get Connected-Afford-A-Phone,” a national campaign designed to
educate consumers, including tribal consumers, about the Lifeline/Link-Up program.'** CGB
also engages in targeted outreach to tribal populations for certain federal programs, such as the
availability of discounts for obtaining wireless licenses on tribal lands, in addition to
Lifeline/Link-Up benefits. In the Recommended Decision, the Joint Board recommended that the

‘Commission provide outreach guidelines to states and carriers to improve Lifeline/Link-Up

155

~ subscribership. .

2. Discussion

44, We agree with the Joint Board that more vigorous outreach efforts could improve
Lifeline/Link-Up subscribership and adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation to provide
outreach guidelines to states and carriers.!*® We agree that we should not require specific
outreach procedures, but should instead provide guidelines for states and carriers so that they can
adopt their own specific standards and engage in outreach as they see fit."”’ Commenters were
suppottive of the proposed outreach guidelines, outlined in the Recommended Decision and
detailed below.’*® We believe that encouraging states to establish partnerships with otlier state
agencies and telephone companies will maximize public awareness and participation in the
Lifeline/Link-Up program. We do not believe it is necessary at this time to prescribe specific
outreach procedures.” Instead, we set forth these guidelines in order to provide states and
cartiers with examples of how to reach those likely to qualify. States and catriers will still have
the flexibility to determine the most appropriate outreach mechanisms for their consumers; as
long as they are reasonably designed to reach those likely to qualify for Lifeline/Link-Up.'®

45. Accordingly, we adopt the following outreach guidelin'es recommended by the Joint

" Board: (1) states and carriers should utilize outreach materials and methods designed to reach

households that do not currently have telephone service; (2) states and carriers should develop
outreach advertising that can be read or accessed by any sizeable non-English speaking
populations within a carrier’s service area; and (3) states and carriers should coordinate their
outreach efforts with governmental agencies/tribes that administer any of the relevant
government assistance programs, These guidelines are described in detail in the paragraphs

3 FCC Kicks Off Campaign To Educate Consumers About Phone Service Programs For Low-Income Consumers,
Lifeline and Link-Up Programs Provide Discounted Phone Service To Eligible Consumers, News Release, July 22,
2002. .

155 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6612, para. 50.

156 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6611, para. 50,

157 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6611, para. 50.
138 See Bell South Comments at 7-9, Reply Comments at 3; Consumer Coalition Comments at 1-3; Florida PSC

Comments at 7; NASUCA Reply Comments at 25-27; OH PUC Comments at 2-3, 7; OK Corporation Commission

Comments at 4-5; PaPUC Reply Comments at 9-10; Commissioner Wilson PaPUC Reply Comments at 12; Tribal
Telecom Outreach Comments at 1; USCCB Comments at 10-11; Verizon.Rep!y Comments at 11-12.

% But see NCLC Comments at 8-10; TX Legél Services Center Comments at 1.
1% See 47 C.FR. § 54.405(b).
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below. An appendix compiling state practices was included in the Recommended Decision and
is reproduced in this document.'®’ State practices include establishing marketing boards to
devise outreach materials, providing multi-lingual customer support, and implementing
innovative tribal outreach practices.

46. The first recommended guideline is that states and carriers should utilize outreach
materials and methods designed to reach households that do not currently have telephone
service.'® States or carriers may wish to send regular mailings to eligible households in the
form of letters or brochures.!® Posters could be placed in locations where low-income
individuals are likely to visit, such as shelters, soup kitchens, public assistance agencies, and on
public transportation. Multi-media outreach approaches could be utilized such as newspaper

- advertisements, articles in consumer newsletters, press releases, radio commercials, and radio
and television public service announcements.'®* For low-income consumers that live in remote
areas, including those living on tribal lands, traveling throughout an area or setting up an
information booth at a central location may be more suitable outreach methods. States and
carriers should ensure that outreach materials and methods accommodate low-income individuals

- with sight, hearing, and speech disabilities by producing brochures, mailings, and posters in
Braille. We also encourage carriers to provide customer service to disabled program participants
on an equal basis by using telecommunications relay services (TRS), text telephone (TTY), and
speech-to-speech (STS) services.'®® States and carriers should also take into consideration that
some low-income consumers may be illiterate or functionally illiterate, and therefore should
consider how to supplement outreach materials and methods to accommodate those

individuals,'® States and carriers may post outreach material on the Internet to provide general

‘information; however, the Internet should not be relied on as the sole or primary means of
Lifeline/Link-Up outreach.'®’ Similarly, although advertising Lifeline/Link-Up in carriers’
telephone books may be effective in reaching some low-income individuals, it will not be

161 See infra Appendix E; see generally Recommended Decision, Appendix E.
192 4ccord Flotida PSC Comments at 7; OH PUC Comments at 2-3.

163 Bell South states that as part of the CALLS group, it has developed a brochure, available through the Federal
Consumer Information Center entitled “A Smart Consumer’s Guide to Telephone Service” that includes information
for consumers on how to obtain Lifeline information on a state and telephone company-specific basis {e.g., amount
of discount, eligibility, program restrictions, application process). See Bell South Comments at 8-9.

¥4 decord OK Corporation Commission Comments at 4.

165 TRS are “telephone transmission services” that enable individuals with a hearing or speech disability to _
communicate “by wire or radio with a hearing individual in a manner that is functionally equivalent to the ability of
an individual” without a hearing or speech disability to communicate over wire or radio. Examples of TRS include
TTY and STS services. 47 C.ER. § 64.601(7). TTY is “a machine that employs graphic communication in the
transmission of coded signals through a wire or radio communication system.” 47 C.F.R. § 64.601(8). STS “allows
people with speech disabilities to communicate with voice telephone users through the use of specially trained
[communications assistants (CAs)] who understand the speech patterns of persons with disabilities and can repeat

the words spoken by that person.” 47 C.F.R. § 64.601(10).

186 dccord OK Corporation Commission Comments at 5.

-_167 Useful website information may include the amount a consumer can save on their telephone bill, eligibility
requirements, program restrictions, and instructions on how to apply for Lifeline/Link-Up. We note that a lot of this
information is currently available at <http://www.lifelinesupport.org>. :
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effective for those without established phone service because carriers only distribute telephone
books after phone service is established. States and carriers should also not rely on hotlines as a
primary outreach method because many low-income individuals may not have access to a
telephone from which to initiate an inquiry on Lifeline/Link-Up benefits.

47. The second recommended guideline is that states and carriers should develop
outreach advertising that can be read or accessed by any sizeable non-English speaking
populations within the-carrier’s service area. For example, many of the suggestions in the above
paragraph can be implemented int languages other than English, including mailings, print
advertisements, radio and television commercials, and posters. States with a large ethnically
diverse population should have a toll-free call center to answer questions about Lifeline/Link-Up
in the low-income population’s native languages.'s® Similarly, enrollment applications should be
made available in other languages, :

48. The third recommended guideline is that states and carriers should coordinate their
outreach efforts with governmental agencies that administer any of the relevant government
assistance programs.'®® Coordination should also include cooperative outreach efforts with state

- comimissions, tribal organizations, carriers, social service agencies, community centers, nursing’

homes, public schools, and private organizations that may serve low-income individuals, such as
American Association for Retired Persons and the United Way. 179" Cooperative outreach among
those most likely to have influential contact with low-income individuals will help to target

- messages about Lifeline/Link-Up to the low-income community. For example, state agencies
-that conduct outreach efforts for a state’s “earned income tax credit,” an income tax credit for

low-income working individuals and families, could conduct simultaneous outreach efforts for
Lifeline/Link-Up. Establishing a marketing or consumer advisory board with state, carrier, non-

profit and consumer representatives may also be an effective way of developing outreach
: materials.'” States and carriers could also issue a joint report to the Commission as to their
outreach practices.

49. We also encourage states to utilize USAC as a resource for outreach to states and
carriers, similar to USAC’s outreach efforts with regard to the Rural Health Care and Schools
and Libraries programs. USAC currently engages in outreach for the Lifeline/Link-Up program
through its website, <www.lifelinesupport.org>, which has information about state

- Lifeline/Link-Up programs, eligibility criteria, and information for carriers. USAC also speaks

about Lifeline/Link-Up at public events such as the National Association of Regulatory Utility

- Commissioners (NARUC) conference and the National Congress of American Indians, where

USAC staff also meets with tribal members and managers of tribally-owned telephone

168 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6628, Appendix E.
1% gecord Bell South Comments at 7; Florida PSC Comments at 7.

17 dccord Consumer Coalition Comments at 1 (citing as an example SBC’s partnership with community
organizations that includes monthly meetings, Lifeline training sessions, and a system of collecting and receiving
applications including grants to cover expenses); Tribal Telecom Outreach Comments at 1 (supporting coordination
with tribal organizations that are conducting similar efforts).

" 4ccord OH PUC Comments at 7.
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companies. USAC distributes letters and emails to consumer groups, tribal leaders, and social
service organizations to publicize the availability of Lifeline/Link-Up and also sends letters to
ETCs to remind them of their outreach obligations. USAC also frequently takes phone calls
from consumers and others with questions about the Lifeline/Link-Up program. Finally, we
agree with the Joint Board that in addition to USAC’s current outreach efforts for Lifeline/Link-
Up, USAC should assist in additional outreach efforts for Lifeline/Link-Up s1m11ar to what it
currently does for the Rural Health Care and Schools and Libraries Programs.'”

F. Other Issues
1. Voluntary Survey

50. We agree with the Joint Board that gathering data and information about state
Lifeline/Link-Up programs through a voluntary survey will enable the Commission to make -
more informed decisions in any future Lifeline/Link-Up orders.'”™ In the NPRM, we sought
comment on the survey’s format and questions to ask.'™ -

51. To obtain feedback on the success of the modified Lifeline/Link-Up program, we
adopt a voluntary information collection from the states. This voluntary survey form, as
contained in Appendix C, asks states to provide information about the eligibility criteria,
certification and verification procedures, and outreach efforts implemented as a result of the
changes we adopt in this Order.’” - Collection of this survey will assist us in learning about the
reasons for variations in participation rates between and among states, and as a result could help
shape Commission policy in the future % We agree with commenters that submission of this
survey should be voluntary for states with the first survey due one year following the effective
date of thls Order.'” We direct USAC to mail the voluntary survey form to states. 'We have
expanded on some of the Joint Board’s recommended questions and added a few questlons to the
survey, at the suggestion of NCLC. 178

2. Unpaid Toll Chargeé

52. We adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation to encourage states to consider

implementing rules that require ETCs to offer Lifeline service to consumers who may have been

12 See Recommended Deczszon, 18 FCC Red at 6615 , para. 56; see also BellSouth Reply Comments at 3 (supporting -
additional USAC involvement in Lifeline/Link-Up outreach)

1 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Rced at 6593, para. 10.
I See NPRM, 18 FCC Red at 11628-29, para. 2. '

'3 See infra Appendix C. We note that some of the questions contained in the survey may refer to information that
we may already have access to. For example, state—speclﬁc eligibility criteria are available on USAC’s website. We
believe, however, that responses to the survey’s questions will assist us in developing a complete picture of a state’s
Lifeline/Link-Up program.

176 See NCLC Comments at 11,

17 See BellSouth Comments at 10; NCL.C Comments at 10. We disagree with NASUCA that submission should be
required for states. See NASUCA Reply Comments at 7.

1% See NCLC Comments at 12-13; Appendix C.
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previously disconnected for unpaid toll charges.'” We acknowledge that ETCs often prohibit
consumers who have prior outstanding balances for local and/or long distance services, but who
otherwise qualify for Lifeline/Link-Up, from signing up for local telephone service.'™ Asa
result, these outstanding balances stand as a barrier to expanding subscribership among low- -
income consumers. However, the Fifth Circuit found that the Commission lacked jurisdiction to
prohibit ETCs from disconnecting Lifeline customers for failure to pay toll charges.'®! Inlight
of the Fifth Circuit ruling, we adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation and take no action on
disconnection requirements at this time. We encourage states, however, to consider ways to
address this issue.

3. Vertical Services

53. We adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation not to adopt rules prohibiting
Lifeline/Link-Up customers from purchasing vertical services, such as Caller ID, Call Waiting,
and Three-way Calling.182 Like the Joint Board, we believe any restriction on the purchase of
vertical services may discourage qualified consumers from enrolling and may serve as a barrier
to participation in the program.'® No commenter supported prohibiting Lifeline/Link-Up
subscribers from purchasing vertical services. However, some expressed concern that ETCs may
‘be marketing vertical services to low-income customers who may be unable to afford these
features.!* While we understand these concerns, we do not prohibit the marketing.of vertical
services to Lifeline/Link-Up customers at this time. '

4. Support for Non-ETCs

. 54. We agree with the Joint Board that we should decline to establish rules that would
provide Lifeline/Link-Up support directly to carriers that are not ETCs.'®® Contrary to AT&T's
assertion, establishing such rules would be inconsistent with section 254(g), which states that
only ETCs may receive universal service support.'5 Extending Lifeline/Link-Up universal
service support to carriers that do not satisfy the requirements for designation as an ETC.could

' In its Recommended Decision, the Joint Board noted that Florida’s Lifeline/Link-Up program prohibits
disconnection of Lifeline service when the subscriber has not paid toll charges. See Recommended Decision, 18
FCCRed at 6616, para. 59. We note that consumers who have been disconnected from Lifeline service due to
unpaid toll charges would not be able to receive Link-Up support again unless the consumer has moved to another
residence. See 47 C.FR. § 54.411(c).

1% See, e.g., NASUCA Reply Comments at 27; USCCB Comments at 1 1-13; see also 1997 Universal Service
Order, 12 FCC Red at 8793, para. 28 (stating that studies indicate that disconnection for non-payment of toll charges
is a significant cause of low subscribership among low-income consumers).

¥ TOPUC v. FCC, 183 F.3d 393, 421-25 (5™ Cir. 1999).

82 pecommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6618, para. 62

183 See id.

18 See, e.g., NASUCA Reply Comments at 29-30..

85 See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6617-18, para. 61.

16 47 U.S.C. § 254(e). We note that section 254(h) provides exceptions to that requirement under the schools and
libraries and rural health care programs. See 47 U.S.C. § 254(h).
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also serve as a disincentive for other carriers to comply with their ETC obligations.
5. Minor Rule Changes

55. In the NPRM, the Commission identified various proposals to clarify and streamline -
our rules. Specifically, the Commission proposed to modify Part 54 to reference a provision in
section 52.33(a)(1)(i)(C) of the Commission’s rules that exempts Lifeline Assistance Program
customers from monthly number-portability charges.'® The Commission also solicited
comment on whether section 54.401(c) should be amended by replacing “toll blocking” with
“toll limitation” to accurately reflect the Commission’s determination in the 1997 Universal
Service Order that ETCs may not im g)ose service deposit requirements on Lifeline customers
who accept toll limitation services."™ Section 54.401(c) incorrectly limits the service deposit
prohibition to customers who accept toll blocking, 189 Finally, the Commission sought comment
on whether to delete Subpart G of Part 36, which states that *[t]his subpart shall be effective
through December 31, 1997. On January 1, 1998, Lifeline Connection Assistance shall be
provided in accordance with part 54, subpart E of this chapter.”'®® We believe these changes will
clarify and streamline our Lifeline/Link-Up rules. Therefore, we adopt these minor rule changes
as proposed in the NPRM.

IV. FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAK[NG
A. Income-based Criterion

56. We seek comment on whether the income-based criterion in the federal default
eligibility criteria should be mcreased to 150% of the FPG to make phone service affordable to
more low-income individuals and families.'! Although most commenters supported adding an
income-based criterion, a number of those commenters supported 2 higher income-based
standard than the interim measure that we adopt above.!” Specifically, those commenters
preferred that a consumer whose household income is at or below 150% of the FPG should be
eligible for Lifeline/Link-Up support.'” Commenters argue that adding a higher FPG level
would bring Lifeline/Link-Up support in line with LIHEAP, a current qualifying Lifeline/Link-

187 See NPRM, 18 FCC Red at 11629, para. 3. BellSouth specifically supported the proposal to add the exemption
from the number-portability charge, currently codified in section 52.33(a)(1)(Q}C), to Part 54. See BellSouth
Comments at 10.

- 138 See NPRM, 18 FCC Rcd at 11629, para. 3.
189 See 47 C.F.R. § 54.401(c).

- 1% NPRM, 18 FCC Red at 11629, para. 3.

! See infra Appendix F.

"2 See Acorn Comments at 4; Consumer Coalition Comments at 4; NASUCA Reply Comments at 5, 9; OH PUC
Comments at 9; Commissioner Wilson PaPUC Reply Comments at 2-3; TOPC Comments at 5-6; USCCB
Comments at 3-4, 6.

193 See id.
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Up program that uses an income-based standard of 150% as an eligibility criterion.'**
Commenters also point out the inequity that currently exists between a hypothetical low-income
consumer who does not participate in LIHEAP and therefore does not qualify for Lifeline, and
another hypothetical low-income consumer with the same income who participates in LIHEAP
~ and Lifeline.'” In particular, low-income consumers are not eligible for LIHEAP if they rent a
‘house or apartment with utilities included, yet they may have essentially the same income as
consumers who pay for utilities separately. It is possible that a non-trivial number of low-
income consumers may fall into this category.'® Furthermore, adding a higher FPG level may
also help to increase participation among low-income consumers who do not currently qualify
for Lifeline/Link-Up because they are on waiting lists for Section 8 housing, are not eligible for
SSI because they are not elderly or disabled, have been cut off from Food Stamps because of
work requirements; or do not qualify for Medicaid due to complex eligibility requirements.'®”
Adding a higher FPG level could also help respond to the decrease in participation rates
prevalent in at least one current Llfehne/Lmk-Up qualifying program and one adopted in this
Order, Food Stamps and TANF, respectively.'*®

57. Applying the same methodology used to analyze the 135% of the FPG income-based
criterion, our staff analysis estimates that broadening the income-based criterion to 150% of the
FPG may only have a minimal impact on national telephone penetration rates, but could add
many new Lifeline subscribers; potentially resulting in an additional $200 million increase in

19 See <http: Jfwww.acEhhs. gov/pfograms/liheap/e]igible htm> (explaining that states may not set income level
below 110% of FPG); Consumier Coalition Comments at 2; Commissioner Wilson PaPUC Reply Comments at 2-3;
TOPC Comments at 5-6; USCCB Comments at 4-5.

193 See, e_.g., NCLC Comments at 6.

8 Our staff analysis estimates that there could be up to 150,000 households that have incomes at 1.50 of the FPG,
but are not eligible for LIHEAP. This estimate assumes that all states will implement the federal default criteria.
According to the CPSH data, in 2002, there were about 685,000 households that met the following three conditions:
1} they rented, not owned their dwelling; 2) they were between 1.35 and 1.50 of the FPG; and 3) they were not

- otherwise eligible for Lifeline under the default rules established in this Order. Presumably, these households would
be eligible for LIHEAP, except for those in apartments where utilities are included in the rent. According to
Consumer Expenditure Survey data, about 20% of all renting households pay nothing for electricity. See Table 1701
of the Consumer Expenditure Interview Survey, 2002. Presumably, most of these households have electricity
included in their rent. Multiplying 685,000 households by .20 yields 137,000 households. This amount is then
multiplied by 1.077 to adjust for household formation between 2002 and 2005 (see Table 1.B of Appendix K).
Multiplying 137,000 * 1.077 = 147,549, This number rounds to 150,000 households.

157 See NCLC Comments at 6. In addition, one commenter notes that this expanded income-based criterion might
allow low-income legal immigrants-who may no longer be eligible to participate in certain Lifeline/Link-Up
qualifying programs due to restrictions imposed by PROWRA, to participate in Lifeline/Link-Up. See NFFN
Comments at 7, 14.

1% Food Stamps enrollment fell from 25.5 million recipients in FY 1996 to 21.3 million recipients in FY 2003. See
<http://www.fns.usda.gov/pd/fssummar htm>. TANF enrollment fell from 12.6 million recipients in FY 1996 to 5.1
million recipients in FY 2002. See HHS/ACF/Office of Family Assistance/Division of Data Collection and
Analysis, ACF-3637, Statistical Report on Recipients under Public Assistance (OMB Approval No. 0970-008),
ACF-198, Emergency TANF Data Report (0970-0164), ACF-199, TANF Data Report (0970-0199);
<http://www.acf.dhhs.gov/news/stats/2002tanfrecipients.htm>. See also supra paras. 14-15.
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Lifeline expenditures over the levels predicted for implementation of a 135% standard.'® We
seek comment on this analysis. Commenters should discuss the staff analysis contained in
Appendix K, the advantages and disadvantages of a broader income-based standard and the
potential burden to the fund. When considering their response, commenters should refer to
Appendix F for estimated income requirements for various sizes of households at or below 150%
of the FPG.> |

B. Lifeline Advertising Requirements

~ 58. Although we adopt the Joint Board’s recommendation to issue outreach guidelines,
rather than specific requirements,”™® on further reflection, we think it would be beneficial to
explore whether adoption of rules governing the advertisement of the Lifeline/Link-Up program
would strengthen the operation of these programs.®” For instance, we seek comment on whether
the Commission should require ETCs to print and distribute posters, flyers, or other print media
advertising Lifeline/Link-Up to state, federal, or tribal public assistance agencies in their service
areas. If a percentage of the population in a given arca speaks a language other than English,
should ETCs be required to distribute materials in that language?. If so, what should the
benchmark percentage be?

V. PROCEDURAL MATTERS |
A. Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

. 59. As required by the Regulatory Flexibility Act, 5 U.S.C. § 604, the Commission has
prepared a Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis {FRFA) for the Report and Order, set forth at .
Appendix H. The Commission has also prepared an Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis

' (IRFA) for the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (Further Notice), set forth at Appendix L

‘Comments on the FRFA and IRFA should be labeled as IRFA or FRFA Comments, and should

be submitted pursuant to the filing dates and procedures set forth in paragraphs 61-67, infra.

B. Paperwork Reduction Act Analysis

60. The action contained herein has been analyzed with respect to the Paperwork

~ Reduction Act of 1995 and found to impose new or modified reporting and recordkeeping
requirements or burdens on the public. Implementation of these new or modified reporting and
recordkeeping requirements will be subject to approval by the Office of Management and Budget
(OMB) as prescribed by the Act, and will go into effect upon announcement in the Federal
Register of OMB approval

199 G infra Appendix K at Table 3.B for 1.50 PGC and Table 3.B for 1.35 PGC.; see also Table 2.H (estimating no
increased telephone penetration rate with a 1.50 PGC).

2 See infra Appendix F.

201_ See infra at para. 45.

20 Currently, sections 54.405 and 54.411 of the Commission’s rules require all ETCs to publicize the availability of

Lifeline and Link-Up in a manner reasonably designed to reach those likely to qualify for the service. 47 C.F.R. §§
54.405(b), 54.411(d).
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C. Filing Procedures

61. Pursuant to sections 1.415 and 1.419 of the Commission’s rules,”® interested parties
may file comments not later than 60 days after publication of the Further Notice in the Federal
- Register and may file reply comments not later than 105 days after publication of the Further
Notice in the Federal Register. In order to facilitate review of comments and reply comments,
parties should include the name of the filing party and the date of the filing on all pleadings.
Comments may be ﬁled using the Commission’s Electronic Comment Filing System (ECFS) or
by filing paper copies.*®

62. Comments filed through the ECFS can be sent as an electronic file via the Intémet to
<http://www.fcc.gov/cgb/ects>. Generally, only one copy of an electronic submission must be
filed. In completing the transmittal screen, commenters should include their full name, U.S.
Postal Service mailing address, and the applicable docket or rulemaking number. Parties may
also submit an electronic comment by Internet e-mail. To get filing instructions for e-mail
comments, commenters should send an e-mail to <ecfs@fcc gov>, and should include the
followmg words in the bedy of the message, “get form.” A sample form and directions will be
~ sent’in reply. Or you may obtain a copy of the ASCII Electronic Transmittal Form (FORM ET)
at <www.fcc.gov/e-file/email.html>. '

63. Parties that choose to file by paper must file an original and four copies of each filing.

 Filings can be sent by hand or messenger delivery, by commercial overnight courier, or by first-
class or overnight U.S. Postal Service mail (although we continue to experience delays in
teceiving U.S. Postal Service mail). The Commission’s contractor, Natek, Inc., will receive
hand-delivered or messenger-delivered paper filings for the Commission’s Secretary at a new
location in downtown Washington, DC. The address is 236 Massachusetts Avenue, NE, Suite
110, Washington, DC 20002. The filing hours at this location will be 8:00 a.m. to 7:00 p.m. All-
hand deliveries must be held together with rubber bands or fasteners Any envelopes must be
disposed of before entering the building. '

~ 64. Commercial overmght mail (other than U.S. Postal Service Express Mail and Priority
Mail) must be sent to 9300 East Hampton Drive, Capitol Heights, MD 20743, U.S. Postal
Service first-class mail, Express Mail, and Priority Mail should be addressed to 445 12th Street,
SW, Washington, D.C. 20554. All filings must be addressed to the Commission's Secretary,
Office of the Secretary, Federal Communications Commission.

If you are sending this type of document | It should be addressed for delivery to...
or using this delivery method... _ ' -
Hand-delivered or messenger-delivered 236 Massachusetts

p_a"per filings for the Commission’s Avenue, NE, Suite 110,

47 CFR. §§ 1.415, 1.419.
24 Soe Electronic Filing of Documents in Rulemaking Proceedings, 13 FCC Red 1 1322 11326 (1998).
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Secretary Washington, DC 20002 (8:00 to 7:00 p.m.)

Other messenger-delivered documents, | 9300 East Hampton Drive,
including documents sent by overnight | Capitol Heights, MD 20743
mail (other than United States Postal (8:00 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.)

Service Express Mail and Priority Mail)
United States Postal Service first-class 445 12th Street, SW
| mail, Express Mail, and Priority Mail Washington, DC 20554

65. Parties who choose to file by paper should also submit their comments on diskette.

These diskettes, plus one paper copy, should be submitted to: Sheryl Todd, Telecommunications

~Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, Federal Communications, at the filing
window at 236 Massachusetts Avenue, N.E., Suite 110, Washington, D.C. 20002. Such a
submission should be on a 3.5-inch diskette formatted in an IBM compatible format using Word
or compatible software. The diskette should be accompanied by a cover letter and should be
submitted in “read only” mode. The diskette should be clearly labeled with the commenter’s
name, proceeding (including the docket number, in this case WC Docket No. 03-109, type of
pleading (comment or reply comment), date of submission, and the name of the electronic file on
the diskette. The label should also include the following phrase “Disk Copy - Not an Original.”
Each diskette should contain only one party’s pleadings, preferably in a single electronic file. In

_.addition, commenters must send diskette copies to the Commission’s copy contractor, Qualex
International, Portals II, 445 12th Street, S.W., Room CYB402, Washington,_ D.C. 20554 (sce
alternative addresses above for delivery by hand or messenger).

66 Regardless of whether parties choose to file electromcally or by paper, parties should
also file one copy of any documents filed in this docket with the Commission’s copy contractor,
Qualex International, Portals II, 445 12th Street S.W., CY-B402, Washington, D.C. 20554 (see
alternative addresses above for delivery by hand or mess_enger) (telephone 202-863-2893;
facsimile 202-863-2898) or via e-mail at qualexint@aol.com.

67. The full text of this document is available for public inspection and copying during
regular business hours at the FCC Reference Information Center, Portals 11, 445 12th Street, SW,
Room CY-A257, Washington, DC, 20554. This document may also be purchased from the
Commission’s duplicating contractor, Qualex International, Portals II, 445 12th Street, SW,
Room CY-B402, Washington, DC, 20554, telephone (202) 863-2893, facsimile (202) 8632898,
or via e-mail qualexmt@aol com.

D. Further Information

68. Alternative formats (computer diskette, large print, audio recording, and Braille) are
available to persons with disabilities by contacting Brian Millin at (202) 418-7426 voice, (202)
418-7365 TTY, or bmillin@fcc.gov. This Report and Order can also be downloaded in
Microsoft Word and ASCII formats at
<http://www.fcc.gov/web/universal _service/lowincome.html>,

69. For further information, contact Shannon Lipp or Karen Franklin at (202) 418-7400
in the Telecommunications Access Policy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau.
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V1. ORDERING CLAUSES

70. Accordingly, IT IS ORDERED that, pursuant to the authority contained in sections 1, '
4(i), 201-205, 214, 254, and 403 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §§
1, 4(i), 201-205, 214, 254, 403, this Order IS ADOPTED.

71.IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Part 54 of the Commission’s rules, 47 C.F.R. Part
54, IS AMENDED as set forth in Appendix A attached hereto, effective thirty (30) days after
_publication of this Order in the Federal Register, unless otherwise indicated herein.

72. 1T IS FURTHER ORDERED that, pursuant to the authority contained in sections 1,
4(i), 201-205, 214, 254, and 403 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §§
1, 4(1), 201-205, 214, 254, 403, this Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking IS ADOPTED.

FEDERAL COMMUNICATIONS COMMISSION

Marlene H. Dortch
Secretary
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APPENDIX A
FINAL RULES
For the reasons discussed in the preamble, the Federal Communications Commission amends 47

C.F.R. Parts 36 and 54 as follows:

1. Delete §§ 36.701-36.741,

PART 54 UNIVERSAL SERVICE

2 The .aﬁthority citation for Part 54 c’ontinuesid read as follows:

. Authority: 47 U.S.C. §§ 1, 4(1), 201, 205, 214, and 254 unless otherwise noted.
, 3, .Amen'd § 54.400 by,add'in'g i)aragraph (ﬂ 'té, read as follows:

§54.400 Terms and definitions

% % % ‘ :
(D) Income. “Income™ is all income actually received by all members of the household. This

- includes salary before deductions for taxes, public assistance be'neﬁt.s, social seclirity payrhents,
~ pensions, unemployment comp,ensation; veteran’s benefits, inheﬁtances, alimony, child support

payments, worker’s compensaﬁon benefits, gifts, lottery winnings, and the like. The only

exceptions are student financial aid, rhilitary housing and cost-of-living allowances, irregular

- income from occasional small jobs such as baby-sitting or lawn mowing, and the like. |

4. Amend § 54.401 by amending paragraph (c) and adding paragraph (e) to read as
follows: ' .

§.54.401 Lifeline defined,

* %k d

(c) Eligible telecommunications carriers may not collect a service deposit in order to initiate
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Lifeline service, if the qualifying low-income consumer voluntarily elects toll limitation service
from the carrier, where available. If toll limitation services are unavailable, the carrier may '
~chargea service deposit. |

% 3k 3k

(e} Consistént with § 52.33(a)(1 )(i)(C), eligible telecommunications carriers may not chargel' |
Lifeline customers a monthly numBer—portabiIity charge. n

5. Amend § 54.405 by adding paragraphs (¢) and (d) to read as follows:

A11Vclri-giﬁl.f.:.;ceieconnnuﬁicafioﬁs carners shall
: (3) L
(b) ¥ ok *
 (¢) Notify Lifeline subscribers of impending tertnination of Lifeline service if the carrier has a
reasonable basis to believe that the subscriber no longer meets the Lifeline-qualifying criterié, as
descﬁBed in § 54.409. Notification of impen(.iingrtennination shall be in the form of a letter
| -sepai'ate from the subscriber’s monthly bill. A carrier providing Lifeline serviceina state that
has dispute resoluﬁon procedures applicablé to Lifeliné termination, that requires, at a minimum,
written notification of impending termihatioh, must comply with the applicable state
requirements.
(d) Allow subscribers 60 days following the date of the impending termination letter required'ih
paragraph (c) in which to demonstrate 'coﬁtinued_eligibility. Subsc‘ribérs making such ﬁ
dernonsfration must present proof of continued eligibility to the carrier consistent with applicable
 state or federal verification requirements, .as described in § 54.410(c). Carriers must terminate :
subscribers who fail to demonstrate continued eligibility within the 60-day time.period. A

carrier providing Lifeline service in a state that has dispute resolution procedures applicable to

A2
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Lifeline termination must comply with the applicable state requirements.

6. Amend § 54.409 by amending paragraphs (b) and (c) and adding paragraph (d) to
read as follows:

@***
(b) To qualify to receive Lifeline service in a state that does not mandate state Lifeline support, a
consumer’s income, as defined in § 54.400(f), must Be at or below 13 5% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines or a consumer must participate in one of the following fé_deral assistance programs:
Medicaid; Food Stamps; Supplemental Security Income; Federal Public Housing Assisfance
(Section 8); Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program; National School Lunch Program’s
ﬁee lunch program; or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.
(o) ** * Such qualifying low-income consumer shall also qualify for Tier-Three Lifeline
support, if the carrier offering the Lifeline ser.viée is nét subject to the regulation of the state énd
prdﬁdes carrier-matching funds, as described in § 54'.403'(,3)_(3).7 -
-(d} In a state that does ﬁot mandate state Lifeline support, each eligible telécoxmnunications
carrier providing Lifeline service toa qualifying low-income co.nsurher ﬁursuant to paragfaphs
~ (b) or (c) must obtain that consumer’s signature on a document certifying undér penalty of
perjury that: | | |
(i) the consumer receives benefits from one of the programs listed in paragraphs (b) or
(c), and'identi{jdng the program or programs from which that consumer receives benefits, or
(ii). the consumer’s household meets the income requir'efnent of pa‘ra_gfaph- (b), and that
the presentéd documentation of income, as described in §§ 54.400(9), 54.410(;1)(ii), accurately
represents the consumer’s household income; and

(iii) the consumer will notify the carrier if that consumer ceases to participate in the
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program or programs or if the consumer’s income exceeds 135% of the Federal Poverty

Guidelines.

7. Create new § 54.410 to read as follows:

(a) Certification of Income. Consumers qi.lalifying under an iﬁcome-based criterion must
present documentation of their household income prior to enroilment in Lifeline.

(i) By one year from the effective date of these rules, e'lig;ible tel ecc.)mmunic.ations
carriers in states that mandate state Lifeline support must comply with state certification

procedures to document consumer income-based eligibility for Lifeline prior to that consumer’s

-enroliment if the consumer is qualifying under an income-based criterion.

(if) By one year from the effective date of these rules, eligible telecommunications

carriers in states that do not mandate state Lifeline support must implement certification

procedures to document consumer-income-based eligibility for Lifeline prior to that consumer’s
enrollment if the consumer is qualifying under the income-based criterion sp.ebi'ﬁed in §

54.409(b). -Acceptable documentation of income eligibility includes the prior year’s state,

federal, or tribal tax return, current income statement from an employer or paycheck stub, a

Social Security statement of benefits, a Veterans Administration statement of benefits, a
retirement/pension statement of benefits, an Unemployment/Workmen’s Compensation

statement of benefits, federal or tribal notice letter of participation in General Assistance, a

divorce decree, child support, or other official document. If the consumer presents

'do_cum'entation of income that does not cover a full year, such as current pay stubs, the consumer
must present three consecutive months worth of the same types of document within that calendar

year.

- (b) Self-Certifications. After income certification procedui'es are implemented, eligible
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telecommunications carriers and consumers are required to make certain self-certifications,
under penalty of perjury, relating to the Lifeline program.

(i) An officer of the eligible telecommunications carrier in a state that mandates state
Lifeline support must certify that the eligible telecommunications carrier is in compliance with
state Lifeline income certification procedures and that, to the best of his/her knowledge,
documentation of income was presented.

(ii) An officer of the eligible telecommunications carrier in a state that does not mandate
state Lifeline support must certify that the eligible telecommunications carrier has procedures in
place to review income documentation and t'hat,_ to the best of his/her knowledge, the carrier was
presented with documentation of the cOnsumér’s household income.

- (ii)) Consumers qualifying for Lifeline under an income-based criterion must certify the

numbser of individuals in their houscholds on the document required in § 54.409(d).

- (c) Verification of Continued Eligibility. Consumers qualifying for Lifeline may be required to

verify continued eligibility on an annual basis. _

(i) By one year from the effective datg of these rules, eligible telecommunications
carriers in states that mandate state Lifeline support must comply with state verification
procedures to validate consumers’ continued eligibility for Lifeline.

(ii) By one year from the effective date of these rules, eligible telecommunications
camers in states that do not mandate state Lifeline support must implement procedures to verify
the cbntinued eligibility of a statistically valid random sample of their Lifeline consumers to

verify continued eligibility and provide the results of the sample to the Administrator. If

-verifying income, an officer of the eligible telecommunications carrier must certify, under

penalty of perjury, that the eligible telecommunications carrier has income verification

procedures in place and that, to the best of his/her knowledge, the carrier was presented with

A5
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corroborating income documentation. In _addition, the consumer must certify, under penalty of
perjury, that the consumer continues to participate in the Lifeline qualifying program or that the
presented documentation accurately represents the consumer’s household income and the

‘number of individuals in the household.

8. Create new § 54.416 to read as follows:

Consumers quaIifying under an income-based criterion must'p_rese-nt documentation of their
household income prior to enrollment in Link Up consistent with requirements set forth in §§
54.410(a) and (b).

9. Create new § 54.417to read as follows:

(a) Eli gible telccommﬁnic’ations carriers must maintain records to document compliance withall
Commlssmn and state requlrcments governlng the Lifeline/Link Up progtams for the three full
preceding calendar years and prov1de that documentatlon to the Comrmssxon or Administrator
upon request. NotWithstanding the preceding sentence, eli giblc telecommunications carriers

- must maintain thc documentation required in §§ 54.409(d) and 54.410(b)(iii) for as lcng as the
consumer receives Lifeline service from that eligible telecommunications carrier or until andited
by the Administrator.  If an eligible telecommunications carrier provides Lifeline discounted
wholesale services to a reseller, it must obtain a certification ﬁ'om.that reseller that it is.
complying with all Commission requirements governing the Lifeline/Link Up pro grcms.

(b) Non-.e'ligible—telecommunications—carrier resellers that purchase Lifeline discounted
wholesale services to offer discounted services .to low-income consumefs must maintain records
to document compliance with all Commission reqcircm-ents governing the Lifeline/Link Up

programs for the three full preceding calendar years and provide that documentation to the
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- Commission or Administrator upon request. To the extent such a reseller provides discounted
services to low-income consumers, it constitutes the eligible telecommunications carrier

referenced in §§ 54.405(c), 54.405(d), 54.409(d), 54.410, and 54.416.
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APPENDIX B

LIST OF PARTIES FILING COMMENTS IN RESPONSE TO
THE NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING

Comments

1. ACORN

2. AT&T Corp. (AT&T)

3. BellSouth Corporation (BellSouth)

4. Empowerment Center of Greater Cleveland Consumers for Falr Utility Rates (Consumer s
Coalition) :

5. Dobson Communications Corporation (Dobson)

6. Florida Public Service Commission (Florida PSC)

7. National Association of State Utility Consumer Advocates (NASUCA)

8. National Consumer Law Center on behalf of Massachusetts Union of Public Housing Tenants
(NCLC)

9. National Fuel Funds Network (NFFN) _

10. New York Department of Public Service (New York DPS)

11. Ohio Public Utilities Commission (Ohio PUC)

12.- Oklahoma Corporation Commission (OCC)

13. WorldCom, Inc., d/b/a MCI (MCT)

14. Pennsylvania Ut1hty Law Project (PULP) o
15. People of the State of California and the Cahforma Public Utilities Commission (California
PUC)

16. Texas Legal Services Center

17. Texas Office of Public Utility Counsel (Texas OPC)
.18. Tribal Telecom Outreach

19. United States Conference of Catholic Bishops, Alliance for Community Media, Appalachlan
People’s Action Coalition, Center for Digital Democracy, Consumer Action, Consumer Federal
of America, Edgemont Neighborhood Coalition, and Migrant Legal Action Program (USCCB)
20. United Ultilities, Inc. (UUT)

21. Verizon '

Reply Comments

1. AT&T Corp. (AT&T)
2. BellSouth Corporation (BellSouth)
- 3. National Association of State Utility Consumer Advocates (NASUCA)
-4, National Consumer Law Center on behalf of Massachusetts Union of Public Housing Tenants
(NCLC)
5. Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission (PaPUC)
6. Commissioner Aaron Wilson Jr. of the Pennsylvania Public Utility Commission
(Commissioner Wilson, PaPUC)
7. Rural lowa Independent Telephone Association (RIITA)
8. Verizon

B-1
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APPENDIX C
LIFELINE/LINK-UP STATE SURVEY

1. What changes, if any, has the state implemented in its Lifeline/Link—Up program due to
changes in the federal Lifeline/Link-Up program? Of those changes, which have been most

effective in increasing the state’s telephone penetration rate?

2. Please provide any additional information the state wishes to submit regarding positive or
negative results experienced due to adoption of new Lifeline/Link-Up procedures during the past
12 months.

3. Please provide any additional information the state wishes to submit regarding any
administrative burdens or inefficiencies that the state has experienced due to adoption of new
Lifeline/Link-Up procedures during the past 12 months.

4. What is the current level of L1fe11ne support in the state, and are any changes scheduled to be

‘made in the future?

5. Describe the state’s Lifeline/Link-Up eligibility requirements.

6. Describe the state’s L1fe11ne/L1nk-Up procedures for enrollment and certlﬁcatlon including
documentation requn‘ements Do any state agencies. quahfy apphcants for the Lifeline/Link-Up

program‘?

7. Descnbe the state’s Llfehne/Lmk-Up procedures for verification, including documentation
requirements. If the state plans to implement a verification program, please desctibe.

8. Does the state now use, or is it considering implementing an electronic database to identify
income-eligible households or facilitate verification or enrollment? If yes, please describe.

9. Describe the state’s outreach efforts. Which outreach efforts in particular have been the most

successful in increasing participation?

10. List suggestions for improvements to the federal Lifeline/Link-Up program.

11. Does the state require all incumbent LECs to provide Lifeline/Link-Up Service to eligible
subscribers?

12. Does the state require all competitive LECs to provide Lifeline/Link-Up Service to eligibie
subscribers? _

13. Does the state sponsor any other low-income assistance programs that may provide
alternative means for low-income consumers to access the public switched telephone network?
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APPENDIX D

ESTIMATED INCOME REQUIREMENTS FOR A HOUSEHOLD AT OR BELOW
- 135% OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY GUIDELINES

Size of 48 Contiguous |

Family Unit States and D.C. | Alaska | Hawaii

1 $12,123 $15,134 | $13,946

2 16,362 20,439 | 18,819

3 20,601 257745 | 23,603

4 24,840 31,050 | 28,566

5 29,079 36,356 | 33,440

6 33,318 41,661 | 38313

7 37,557 46,967 | 43,187

8 41,796 152,272 | 48,060

For each additional 4,239 5306 | 4,874
person, add
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APPENDIX E

LIFELINE/LINK-UP STATE PROCEDURES AS COMPILED BY
THE FEDERAL-STATE JOINT BOARD ON UNIVERSAL SERVICE'

I. ELIGIBILITY
A. Self-Certification of Eligibility for Enroliment
1. California® '

In California, telephone companies must *immediately enroll” a customer who verbally
certifies that he or she is eligible to participate in the Lifeline program. The company then sends
the customer a self-certification form on which the customer affirtos in writing that he or she is
eligible for Lifeline and agrees that the company may verify his or her income. If the customer
does not return the form within 30 days or if the company determines that the customer is not in
fact eli g1b1e the customer 1s removed from the pro gram.

. B. Paperless Enrollment Application
. ‘Colorado®

Colorado has implemented a paperless application process that allows potential
recipients, after being notified of eligibility, to call their local telephone company to receive the
discounts. There is-no written application. This paperless application process makes it easier for
the consumer to get the needed assistance and also enables low-income consumers to choose a
competitive LEC that offers the assistance to ellglble subscribers using the same paperless -

- application process as the. m_cumbcnt LEC. There is no paper application to keep track of and
transfer from company to company. _

C. Automatic Enr_o]lme_t_lt

1. Massachusétts"'

In Massachusetts, households that qualify for LIHEAP can voluntarily give their
permission, at the time of application, for the LIHEAP-administering agency to disclose
information to Verizon that allows the household to be enrolled in Lifeline. Thus, enrollment is
not “automatic” in the sense of being done without the household’s permission, but it is done

' Thisisa reproduction of Appendix E to the Recommended Decision. See generally Recommended Decision,

Appendix E. This information was compiled by the Joint Board from assertions of commenters in response to the

~ Joint Board’s Public Notice. Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service Seeks Comment on Review of Lifeline
and Link-Up Service for All Low-Income Consumers, CC Docket 96-43, Public Notice, 16 FCC Red 18407 (2001)

(Public Notice). The Commission reproduces this appendlx for illustrative purposes only and takes no position on

any of the practices described herein.

* See NCLC Comments at 5-6.
3 See Cglorédo DHS/OCC Comments at 4.
" 4 See NCLC Comments at 6.

E-1
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electronically in most cases. This facilitates enrollment, and the results are evident in the
relatively high Lifeline subscription rate in Massachusetts.

2. New York’

In New York State, the Public Utility Law Project (PULP) has spent several years
working to increase participation rates in the Lifeline/Link-Up programs. PULP represents low-
income and rural consumers in utility, telephone and energy related matters, PULP worked with
the New York Public Service Commission (NYPSC), the New York Department of Family
Assistance (NYFDA), and NYNEX (now Verizon) to create an automatic enrollment database.
The data transferred between the NYDFA and Verizon is confidential and cannot be used by
Verizon or the state for any reason other than Lifeline assistance. Anytime an individual enrolls
for a program administered by NYDFA they are automatically enrolied in Lifeline/Link-Up, but
are also given the option to opt-out of the Lifeline/Link-Up program. Individuals who are not
Verizon customers but have been identified by NYDFA as being eligible because of enrollment
in a program administered by NYDFA are notified of their eligibility and given the opportunity
to request Lifeline service by returning a pre-printed form. This system increased the number of
people participating in Lifeline from 197,339 in 1987 to 703,001 in 1998. Lifeline consumers
who have ceased receiving other assistance through NYDFA for four consecutive months are
removed ﬁ'om Lifeline.

3. North Dakota®

In North Dakota, when consumers go to the county office of the North Dakota

'Department of Human Services (NDHS) and are determined eligible for any of the quathmg

programs in the North Dakota Lifeline and Link-Up program, they receive an information sheet
about Lifeline/Link-Up or enhanced Lifeline/Link-Up. Each qualifying individual receives a
certificate of eligibility in the mail from NDHS which states that the individual must return this
certificate to the telephone company in order to receive Lifeline/Link-Up. Once a year, all
eligible North Dakotans receive a new qualifying certificate from the NDHS. The annual
mailing of this certificate to eligible parties helps increase participation in Lifeline and Link-Up
programs by providing an additional opportunity to sign up with the local telephone company.
Qwest and some other North Dakota companies use a different method of verification, Through
arrangements with NDHS, these companies receive an annual list of eligible participants to
verify against their current partlcxpatlon list and delete unqualified participants based on this list.
Participants with these companies do not need to send in a qualifying certificate annually.

D. Paper-Proof Verification of Continued Eligibility

1. Tennessee’

The process used in Tennessee initially requires the applicant requesting Link-Up and

$ See Civil Rights Forum Comments at 3.
® See North Dakota Public Service Commissioner Comments at 1.

7 See Tennessee Regulatory Authority Comments at 11-12.
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Lifeline to provide proof of the public assistance program they receive. Proof of benefits may be
demonstrated by providing a copy of the approval letter to receive Food Stamps, Medicaid or
TANF from the Tennessee Department of Human Services (TDHS) or a copy of the SSI benefit
letter from the Social Security Administration.

E. On-Line Verification of Continued Eligibility
1. Hlinois®

In Illinois, ETCs can perform on-line verification of a consumer’s eligibility by obtaining
real-time access to a database of state low-income assistance program participants. The result is
a streamlined process for both consumers and ETCs.

2. Minnesota’

Minnesota verifies the income and/or disability of all applicants. An enrollee’s continued
participation in the program is also verified on an annual basis. Minnesota verifies 85% of'its
Telephone Assistance Program participants by the use of computer interfaces with the Minnesota
Department of Revenue, public assistance databases, and LIHEAP databases. The remainder are

contacted by mail and asked to provide proof of continuing eligibility. Due to these verification
procedures, Minnesota is not aware of problems with ineligible or fraudulent individuals being
enrolled in the Telephonc Assistance Program

3. Tennessee'®

- In Tennessee, Lifeline applicants are required to certify eligibility by presenting

" documentation to their cartier of their participation in Food Stamps, Medicaid, TANF, or SSI.
Documentation can be demonstrated by a copy of their approval letter to receive benefits through
one of those programs. Self-certification is not permitted. Once the documentation is received
by the carrier, the carrier then verifies the accuracy of the documentation with the Tennessee
Department of Human Services (TDHS) client database. Verification of continued eligibility is
also accomphshed utilizing this electronic system. This has been the most efficient and effective
‘way in which to verify and re-verify that a consumer is receiving public assistance. Tennessee
requires re-verification of consumers on Lifeline no less than twice a year or every six months.

II. OUTREACH
A. Multi-Lingual Assistance .
1. California'

On December 11, 2001, the California PUC approved a one-year, $5 million contract to

§ See SBC Comments at 2.

" . ? See Minnesota DOC Comments at 4.

1% See Tennessee Regulatory Authority Comments at 11-12.
1 See Civil Rights Forum Comments at 4; NCLC Comments at 5.
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design and implement a competitively neutral public awareness and outreach program in order to
. increase universal Lifeline telephone service subscribership. On the same date, the California
PUC approved a three-year, $1.5 million contract for a multi-lingual toll-free call center that
provides customer service information about Lifeline in Spanish, Korean, Laotian, Cambodian,
Vietnamese, Tagalog, and Hmong, as well as English. As a result of California’s outreach
efforts, Lifeline participation rates have increased from 1,467,859 in 1989 to 3,196,661 i in 2000.

2. Florida'

The Florida Public Service Commission sends cligible Florida consumers a postcard-size
~ flier about the Lifeline/Link-Up program. Approximately 35,000 of the fliers, which were
written in English on one side and Spanish on the other, were matled to consumers in 2000.

3. Minnesota®’®

To accommodate the state’s increasingly diverse community, the Minnesota Department
of Human Services currently makes Lifeline/Link-Up applications available in Arabic, Hmong,
Cambodian, Lao, Russian, Somali, Spanish and Vietnamese.

4, Tennessee”

The Tennessee Regulatory Authonty (TRA) has created four color postcrs in English and
~ Spanish and posted them in locations frequented by low-income individuals, such as health care
facilities, Iegal offices, churches, charitable organizations, and Human Services offices. To
support this campaign, the TRA has established a toll-free hotline. The TRA has produced
‘public service announcements for rad10 and television. :

B. Tribal -Outr.each

1. Arizona and New Mexico'’

In Arizona and New Mexico, Smith Bagley, a wireless carrier, conducts intensive -
advertising campaigns on tribal reservations in service areas where they are designated as an
ETC. One of its most successful forms of outreach is its day-long event. Smith Bagley moves
its storefront into town for a day and hosts a sign-up event where customers can learn about
wireless service, determine their eligibility for Lifeline/Link-Up, sign up for service, have car
installations done, obtain training on using a cell phone, and ask Smith Bagley s staff any-
questions they may have about Lifeline/Link-Up or wireless service. This unique outreach event
has led to an increase of 14,000 new Llfehne subscribers.

12 See Florida PSC Comments at 7,

13 See Minnesota DOC Comments at 5.

' See Civil Rights Forum Comments at 5.

1 See Smith Bagley Reply Comments at 2, 7-8.
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C. Agreement with ETC
1. Florida'

The Florida Public Service Commission (Florida PSC) has recently approved a joint
stipulation between the Florida Office of Public Counsel and BellSouth that established a
Community Service Fund for use in educating customers and promoting BellSouth’s
Lifeline/Link-Up services. As part of the stipulation, BellSouth agreed to contribute $250, 000 in
2002 and $150,000 in 2003.

D. “Warm Transfer Line”
1. Florida'’

The Florida PSC has made consumer education about Lifeline a priority. The Florida -
PSC operates an innovative “warm transfer line” which allows consumers who call the agency
with Lifeline/Link-Up questions to be automatically transferred to the appropriate eligible
‘telecommunications carrier providing phone service in their service area. The warm transfer line
assures consumers that they will be in touch directly with the company who can initiate the
service. -

E. Coordination with Organizations and Other Agencies
1. Florida™

: _The Florida PSC also works closely with key state agencies, such as the F lorida

: 'Depa:tment of Children and Families (DCF) and Department of Community Affairs, to ensure

' that the materials are received by the target population. For example, the Florida PSC created a -

postcard-sxzed flier to be sent to eligible Florida consumers using the DCF’s mailing lists and

mail system. Approximately 35,000 of the fliers, which were written in English on one side and

* Spanish on the other, were mailed to consumers in 2000. Finally, the Florida PSC is partnering
“with the Ametican Association of Retired Persons (AARP), the Florida Association of Counties,
and the Florida League of Cities to further promote Lifeline/Link-Up. . :

F. Lifeline/Link-Up Seminars
1. Rhode Island”

In Rhode Island, consumer advocates hold annual forums and conferences, often
consisting of panels in which local telephone company representatives speak about Lifeline and
dlstnbute brochures.

16 See Florida PSC Comments at 4.
17 See Florida PSC Comments at 7.
B See Florida PSC Comments at 7.
'” See Universal Service Administrative Company Comments at 10 (USAC).
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2. Tennessee

The TRA has implemented several methods to promote Lifeline and Link-Up. It has
created a Manager of Consumer Outreach position that concentrates on providing consumer
information. This Manager conducts three or four Lifeline/Link-Up seminars per month at
nursing homes across Tennessee. At the seminar, brochures and applications are distributed,
leading to numerous applications for Lifeline/Link-Up. Brochures are also distributed at various

public affairs events.

G. Direct Mailings
1. Connecticut®

The Connecticut Department of Social Services works in conjunction with ETCs to target
eligible low-income consumers through the mail.

2. Idaho®

The State of Idaho sends flyers and brochures pnnted by the Idaho Public Utilities
Commission to ehglble state residents.

3. Mame

In late 1999, the Maine State Housing Authority and the Maine Community Action

Programs Jointly carried out two major mass mailings to all eligible LIHEAP recipients notifying
- those consumers that they were also eligible for Lifcline. An estimated 134,000 letters and flyers
. “were mailed; paid for by the Maine Telecommumcat:ons Education Fund

4. New York24

The Public Utility Law Project of New York sends annual personalized letters to all
persons eligible for Lifeline, informing them about the program.

5. North Carolina®™

In North Carolina, an ad hoc committee comprised of staff members from the North
Carolina Utilities Commission, the Attorney General’s Office, major telecommunications
industries, and social services organizations have made major strides since 1998 in their
Lifeline/Link-Up outreach efforts with direct mailings and other forms of oufreach. Since the

2 See Civil Rights Forum Comments-at 5.
2 See USAC Comments at 14.
22 See USAC Comments at 14,

B See USAC Comments at 9,

% See USAC Comments at 12.
* See Civil Rights Forum Comments at 4-5.
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committee’s first meeting, 200,000 brochures have been printed and distributed to various
organizations across the state that works with low-income families. The North Carolina Public
Service Commission sent notices to everyone in North Carolina who was eligible for the
programs.

26
- 6. Tennessee

- The TRA works with the TDHS database to determine el1g1ble individuals and then malls
Lifeline/Link-Up information to those people.

H. Lifeline/Link-Up Notification on Every Cal
1. Maine*’

Maine’s public assistance agencies explain the Lifeline/Link-Up program whenever a
household applies for public assistance and the state’s telephone companies mention
Lifeline/Link-Up whenever a customer applies for telephone service. This way, a household can _
apply for Lifeline/Link-Up by phone by simply stating that they receive one of the listed public
benefits and providing either a social security number or welfare identification number. Maine

credits its high penetratlon rates to this combination of innovative outreach and easy application
methods. '

I. Tax Break: for Llfehnelek-Up Telephone Companies
1. North Camlmaz8

. North Carolina provides for a tax break to Llfelme/Lmk-Up telephone compames equal
to the amount of money they are required to contribute for Lifeline/Link-Up. According to FCC
data, Lifeline enrollment in North Carolina m_creased from 29,640 in 1998 to 62,475 in 2000. |

J. Lifeline/Link-Up Marketi_ng Board
1. California®

California created a Lifeline Marketing Board which promotes the Lifeline program ,
beyond the typical telephone company policy of including information in their telephone bills.

%6 See Civil Rights Forum Comments at 5.
%7 See NCLC Comments at 7.
 See North Carolina Utilities Commission Comments at 4-5.

*# See Civil Rights Forum Comments at 4-5.
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ESTIMATED INCOME REQUIREMENTS FOR A HOUSEHOLD AT OR BELOW
150% OF THE FEDERAL POVERTY GUIDELINES

F-1

Size of 48 Con'tiguous' Alaska | Hawaii
Family Unit States and D.C. _
1 $13,470 | $16815 | $15,495
2 18,180 22,710 | 20,910
3 22,890 28,605 | 26,325
4 27,600 34,500 | 31,740
5 32,310 40,395 | 37,155
6 37,020 46,290 | 42,570
7 41,730 | 52,185 | 47,985
8 _ 46,440 .58,080 | 53,400
For each additional 4,710 5805 | 5415
_person, add
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APPENDIX G -
LIST OF CURRENT FEDERAL DEFAULT STATES

Based on available information, the following states currently are “federal default states™

Iowa
Illinois
Kentucky
Minnesota
Nebraska
Nevada
Puerto Rico

American Samoa

- Delaware

. Hawaii

Indiana . -

- Louisiana -

New Hampshire _
Northetn Mariana Islands
U.S. Virgin Islands
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APPENDIX H
FINAL REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY ANALYSIS
(REPORT AND ORDER)

1. As required by the Regulatory Flex1b1hty Act of 1980, as amended (RFA)' an Initial
Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (IRFA) was incorporated in the NPRM.? The Commission

- sought comment on the proposals in the NPRM, including comiment on the IRFA. The present

Final Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (FRFA) conforms to the RFA.> '

A. Need for, and Objectives of, the Order |

2. Inthis Order, we adopt rules that expand the federal default eligibility criteria for
Lifeline/Link-Up to include an income-based criterion of 135% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines and additional means-tested programs. We also adopt rules requiring certification
and verification procedures for eligibility under certain circumstances. In addition, we provide -
outreach guidelines for carriers and states and a voluntary Lifeline/Link-Up administrative
survey to better target low-income consumers and improve program operation. Collectively,
these rules will improve the effectiveness of the low-income support mechanism and ensure
quality telecommunications services are available to low-income consumers at just, reasonable,
and affordable rates.

B. Summary of Slgmficant Issues Raised by Public Comments in Response to the
IRFA

3. There were no comments filed specifically in response to the IRFA, Nevertheless, |
the agency has considered the potential impact of the rules proposed in the IRFA on small
entities. Adding two means-tested programs, Temporary Assistance to Needy Families (TANF)
and National School Lunch’s free Iunch program (NSL), and household income as a basis for
Lifeline/Link-Up eligibility does not raise significant issues for small business entities. Some
commenters were concerned that certification and verification procedures might pose si gnificant
costs on small entities. However, the rules we adopt today strike a balance between minimizing
compliance burdens and costs and preserving the integrity of the Lifeline/Link-Up program.

C. Description and Estimate of the Number of Small Entities To Which Rules Will
Apply
4. The RFA directs agencies to provide a déscription of, and where feasible, an estimate

of the number of small entities that may be affected by the proposed rules, if adopted.* The RFA
' generally-deﬁnes the term “small entity” as having the same meaning as the terms “small

! See 5U.8.C. § 603. The RFA, see 5 U.S.C. §§ 601-612, has been amended by the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996 (SBREFA), Pub. L. No. 104-121, Tnﬂe IE, 110 Stat. 857 (1996)

2 NPRM, 18 FCC Red at 11630-36, paras. 6-22.
3 See 5U.S.C. § 604.
*5U.5.C. § 603(b)(3).
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business,” “small organization,” and “small governmental jurisdiction.”® In addition, the term

*small busmess” has the same meaning as the term “small business concern” under the Small
Business Act.® A “small business concern” is one which: (1) is independently owned and
operated; (2) is not dominant in its field of operation; and (3) satisfies any additional criteria
established by the Small Business Administration (SBA).”

5. The Commission’s deciston to adopt certification and verification requirements
would apply to service providers that provide services to qualifying low-income consumers who
receive Lifeline/Link-Up support. According to the Universal Service Administrative
Company’s (USAC) 2002 Annual Report, only local exchange carriers, cellular/personal
communications services (PCS) providers, and competmve access providers would be subject to

- these requirements.® Because many of these service providers could include small entities, we

expect that the proposal in this proceeding could have a significant economic impact on local

‘exchange carriers, small incumbent local exchange carriers, cellular/PCS providers, and

competitive access providers that are small entities.’

6. We have included small incumbent local exchange carriers in this present RFA
analysis. As noted above, a “small business” under the RFA is on that, inter alia, meets the
pertinent small business size standard (e.g., a telephone communications business having 1,500

- or fewer employees), and “is not dominant in its field of operation.””® The SBA’s Office of
- Advocacy contends that, for RFA purposes, small incumbent local exchange carriers are not

dominant in their field of operation because any such dominance is not “national” in scope.!!
We have therefore included small incumbent local exchange carriers in this RFA analysis,

although we emphasize that this RFA action has no effect on Commission analyses and

determmaﬁons in- other non-RFA contexts.

7. Incumbent Local Exchange Carrier. Neither the Commission nor the SBA has

- developed a size standard specifically for small providers of local exchange services. The closest

55 U.8.C. § 601(6).

8 5 U.S.C. § 601(3) (incorporating by reference the definition of “small-business concern” in the Small Business
Act, 15 ULS.C. § 632). Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. §601(3), the statutory definitioti of & small business applies “unless an -
agency, after consultation with the Office of Advocacy of the Small Business Administration and after opportunity
for public comment, establishes one or more definitions of such term which are appropriate to the activities of the
agency and publishes such definition(s) in the Federal Register.” 5 U.S.C. § 601(3). :

715US.C. § 632.

¥ See USAC Annual Report 2002, Appendix B (2002).

® The most reliable source of information regarding the total numbers of common carrier and related providers

nationwide, including the numbers of commercial wireless entities, appears to be data the Commission publishes

annually in its Trends in Telephone Service report. See Trends Report at Table 16.3.
Y 15U.S.C. § 632.

! Letter from Jere W, Glover, Chief Counsel for Advocacy, SBA, to William E. Kennard, Chairman, FCC (May 27,
1999). The Small Business Act contains a definition of “small-business concern,” which the RFA incorporates into
its own definition of “small business.” See 15 U.S.C. § 632(a) (Small Business Act); 5 U.S.C. § 601(3) (RFA).

SBA regulations interpret “small business concern” to include the concept of dominance on a national basis. 13
CFR. §121.102(b).
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applicable size standard under the SBA rules is for wired telecommunications carriers.!> This
provides that a wired telecommunications carrier is a small entity if it employs no more than
1,500 employees.” According to Commission data, 1,337 incumbent carriers reported that they
were engaged in the provision of local exchange services. Of'these 1, 337 carriers, an estimated
1,032 have 1,500 or fewer employees and 305 carriers have more than 1,500 employees.
Consequently, the Commission estimates that most providers of incumbent local exchange
service are small businesses that may b affected by the rules and policies adopted herein.
According to Commission data, 1,337 incumbent carriers reported that they were engaged in the
provision of local exchange services. Of these 1, 337 carriers, an estimated 1032 have 1500 or
fewer employees and 305 carriers have niore than 1500 employees. Consequently, the
Comimnission estimates that most providers of incumbent local exchange service are small
businesses that may b affected by the rules and policies adopted herein.

8. Competitive Local Exchange Carriers, Competitive Access Providers, and Other
Local Exchange Carriers. Neither the Commission nor the SBA has developed a size standard
specifically for small providers of local exchange services. The closest applicable size standard
under the SBA rules is for wired telecommunications carriers.14 This provides that a wired

 telecommunications carrier is a small entity if it employs no more than 1,500 employees.15

According to the most recent Commission data, 609 companies reported that they were
engaged in the provision of either competitive access provider services or competitive local
exchange carrier services. Of these 609 companies, an estimateéd 458 have 1,500 or fewer

-employees and 151 have more than 1,500 employees.'” In addition, 35 carriers reported that they
- were “Other Local Exchange Carriers.” Of the 35 “Other Local Exchange Carriers,” an

estimated 34 have 1,500 or fewer employees and one has more than 1,500 employees.'®

Consequently, the Commission estimates that most providers of competitive local exchange

- service, competitive access providers, and “Other Local Exchange Carriers” are small entities

that may be affected by the rules and policies adopted herein.

9. Cellular and Other Wireless Telecommunications. The SBA has developed a small
business size standard for Cellular and Other Wueless Telecommunications, which consists of
all such firms having 1,500 or fewer em: éployees According to data for 1997, a total of 977
such firms operated for the entire year.” Of'those, 965 firms employed 999 or fewer persons for
the year, and 12 firms employed of 1,000 or more. Therefore, nearly all such firms were smalt

1213 C.F.R. § 121.201, NAICS Code 517110.
B _
13 C.F.R. § 121.201, NAICS Code 517110.

.ISId

18 BCC, Wireline Competition Bureau, Industry Analys:s and Technology Division, “Trends in Telephones Semce
- at Table 5.3, Pate 5-5 (Aug. 2003).

g

B
¥ 13 CFR. § 121.201, NAICS code 517212.

2 1J.S. Census Bureau, 1997 Economic Census, Subject Series; Information, Table 5, “Employment Size of Firms
Subject to Federal Income Tax: 1997,” NAICS code 513322 (October 2000).
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businesses. In addition, we note that there are 1,807 cellular hcenses however, a cellular
licensee- may own several licenses.”! According to Commission data, 858 carriers reported that
they were engaged in the provision of cellular service, Personal Communications Service (PCS),
or Specialized Mobile Radio telephony service, which are placed together in the data. 2 We have
estimated that 291 of these are small under the SBA small business size standard.?

10. Broadband Personal Communications Service (PCS). The broadband PCS spectrum
is divided into six frequencies designated A through F, and the Commission has held auctions for
each block. The Commission defined “small entity” for Blocks C and F as an entity that has

" average gross revenues of less than $40 million in the three previous calendar years.** For Block
F, an additional classification for “very small business” was added and is defined as an entity
that, together with their affiliates, has average gross revenues of not more than $15 million for
the preceding three calendar years.”> These regulations deﬁmng “small entity” in the context of

‘broadband PCS auctions have been approved by the SBA.%* No small businesses within the
SBA-approved definition bid successfully for licenses in Blocks A and B. There were 90
winning bidders that qualified as small entities in the Block C auctions. A total of 93 small and

r7y small business bidders won approximately 40% of the 1,479 licenses for Blocks D, E, and
On March 23, 1999, the Commission re-auctioned 347 C, D, E, and F Block licenses; there
were 48 small business winning bidders. Based on this information, we conclude that the
number of small broadband PCS licensees will include the 90 winning C Block bidders and the
93 qualifying bidders in the D, E, and F blocks, plus the 48 winning bidders in the re-auction, for
a total of 231 small entity PCS providers as defined by the SBA and the Commission's auction

- tules. On January 26, 2001, the Commission completed the anction of 422 C and F Broadband

PCS licenses in Auction No. 35. Of the 35 winning bidders in tlus auction, 29 gualified as small

or very small businesses.

D. De_scripﬁ_on of Projected Reporting,. Recordkeeping, and Other Compliance
~ Requirements for Small Entities

~ 11. Expanding the eligibility criteria w111 not create additional reporting, recordkeepmg,
or other compliance requirements.

12. Several other requirements adopted in this Order, however, affect recordkeeping
requirements. First, ETCs will be required to maintain records to document compliance with all

2! See Federal Communications Commission, Universal Licensing System, <http://wireless.fcc.gov/uls/>.
% See Trends Report, Table 5.3 - Number of Telecommunications Service Providers that are SmalI Businesses.
73

Id

¥ See Amendment of Parts 20 and 24 of the Commission’s Rules — Broadband PCS Competitive Bidding and the
Commercial Mobile Radio Service Spectrum Cap, FCC 96-278, WT Docket No, 96-59, Report and Order, Sections
57-60 (released June 24, 1996), 61 FR 33859 (July 1, 1996) (Broadband PCS Order); see-also 47 CTR. §
24.720(b).

25 See Broadband PCS Order at Section 60.

2 See, e. g., Implementation of Section 309(j) of the Communications Act — Competitive Bidding, PP Docket No. 93-
253, Fifth Report and Order, 9 FCC Red 5532, 5581-84 (1994).

*! FCC News, Broadband PCS, D, E and F Block Auction Closes, No. 71744 (released January 14, 1997),
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Commission requirements governing the Lifeline/Link-Up programs, including numerous self-
certifications, and provide that documentatlon to the Commission or Administrator upon request
for the full three preceding calendar years 8 Specifically, ETCs in federal default states must
retain certifications that documentation of income eligibility was presented when the customer
was initially enrolled in Lifeline and when the customer was subject to verification of continued
eligibility.”” ETCs in states operating their own Lifeline/Link-Up program must document

" compliance with state Lifeline regulatlons and recordkeeping requiréments, including state

certification and verification procedures Second, non-ETC resellers must retain
documentation to demonstrate that they are providing discounted services only to qualifying low-

"income customers.” Records of customer eligibility must be maintained for as long as the

customer receives Lifeline service from that ETC or until that ETC is audited by the
Administrator.*? '

E. Steps Taken to Minimize the Significant Economic Impact on Small Entities,
and Significant Alternatives Considered

13. Although self-certification of income may be easily administered, we conclude that
self-certification of inconie could invite abuse of the Lifeline/Link-Up program, because it is
difficult to verify income.” Accordingly, to-address concerns of potential waste, fraud, and
abuse, we will require consumers qualifying under the income-based criterion to present

B documentation of income,** To minimize burdens on carriers, however we do not require ETCs
in federal default states to maintain this documentation of income.>® Rather, an officer of the

ETC need only self-certify, under penalty of perjury, that the carrier has procedures in place to
review income documentation and that, to the best of his or her knowledge, income

“documentation was presented. 3 In addition, to ensure that only eligible consumers receive

Lifeline/Link-Up benefits, we require ETCs in federal default states to verify directly with a state

- that particular subscribers continue to be eligible or survey subscribers directly by sending

annual verification forms to a statistically valid sample of Lifelme subscnbers providing the
results of the sample to USAC.Y

14. We allow states operating their own Lifehne/Lmk-Up programs flexibility to develop .
their own certification of income and verification procedures.”® We note that resources of the '

B See supra para. 39.

? See supra paras. 31, 35, 38, 39.
3 See supra paras. 29, 34, 39,

3 See supra para. 40.

32 See supra para. 38,

3 See saipra para. 28.

’

¥ See supra para. 31.

A

7 See supra para. 35,

 See supra paras. 29, 34.
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carrier, among other thmgs, should be taken into consideration when devising state certlﬁcatlon '
and verification procedures.”® In addition, an officer of an ETC in states that operate their own
Lifeline/Link-Up programs must certify, under of penalty of perjury, that the ETC complies with
state certification procedures and that, to the best of his or her knowledge, documentation of
income for consumers applying under an incomeé-based criterion was presented.

15. Finally, we provide carriers options regarding retaining records of consumer
eligibility. Carriers may ecither retain such records for as long as the carrier provides Lifeline
service to that consumer or until it is audited by the Administrator. These requirements are
necessary to ensure program integrity. However, we provide carriers flexibility to choose the
more appropriate recordkeeping method.

F. Report to Congress

16. The Commission will send a copy of the Order, including this FRFA, in a report to be
sent to Congress pursuant to the Congressional Review Act, see 5 U.S.C. § 801(a)(1)(A). In
addition, the Commission will send a copy of the Order, including the FRFA, to the Chief
Counsel for Advocacy of the Small Business Administration. A copy of the Order and FRFA (or
summaties thercof) will also be published in the Federal Reglster

% See supra para. 29, 34.
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APPENDIX I
- INITIAL REGULATORY FLEXIBILITY ANALYSIS
(FURTHER NOTICE OF PROPOSED RULEMAKING)

1. Asrequired by the Regulatory Flexibility Act of 1980, as amended (RFA),' the
Commission has prepared the present Initial Regulatory Flexibility Analysis (IRFA) of the
-possible significant economic impact on a substantial number of small entities by the policies
and rules proposed in this Further Notice. Written public comments are requested on this
IRFA. Comments must be identified as responses to the IRFA and must be filed by the
- deadlines for comments on the Further Notice as provided above in Section V{C). The
- Commission will send a copy of the Further Notice, mcludlng this IRFA, to the Chief Counsel
for Advocacy of the Small Business Administration.” In addltlon the Fi urther Notice and IRFA
(or summaries thereof) will be published in the Federal Register.’

A. Need for, and Objectives of, the Proposed Rules

2. The Commission is requlred by section 254 of the Act to promulgate rules to
implement the universal service provisions of section 254. * On May 8, 1997, the Commission
adopted rules that reformed its system of universal service support mechamsms so that universal
service is preserved and advanced as markets move toward competition.” Among other things,
"the Commission adopted a mechanism to prov1de discounted monthly telephone service and
installation charges to low-income households.® Over the last few years, important changes in
the low-income community and the Joint Board’s Recommended Decision prompt us to review
the low-income universal service. support mechanism.”

3. In thlS Further Notice, we seek comment on whether the income-based criterion in
the federal default eligibility criteria should be increased to 150% of the FPG 1o make phone
service more affordable to more low-income individuals and families.® Applying the same
methodology used to analyze the 135% of the FPG income-based criterion, the Commission staff
analysis estimates that broadening the income-based criterion to 150% of the FPG may only have
a minimal 1mpact on national telephone penetration rates, but could add many new Lifeline
subscribers.’ Therefore we seek comment on whether a broader income-based criterion should

' See 5U.S.C. § 603. The IRFA, see 5 U.S.C. §§ 601-12, has been amended by the Small Business Regulatory
Enforcement Fairness Act of 1996 (SBREFA) Pub. L. No. 104-121, Title II, 110 Stat 857 (1996). _

? See 5 U.S.C. § 603(a).
3 See id. _
147U8.C.§254.
5 See generally 1997 Universal Service Order-.
8 See generally 1997 Universal Service Order, 12FCC Red at 8973-76, paras 373-78
7 See supra para. 6.
8 See supra paras. 56-57; Appendix F,
? See generally Appendix K.
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be added even when there could be only a minimal impact to the national telephone penetration
10
rate. :

B. Legal Basis

4. This Further Notice is adopted pursuant to sections 1, 4(i), (4j), 201-205, 251, 252,
and 303 of the Communications Act of 1934, as amended, 47 U.S.C. §§ 151, 154(j), (§), 201-205,
251, 252, and 303.

C. Description and Estimate of the Number of Small Entltles To Which Rules Wlll
Apply

5. The RFA directs agencies to provide a description of, and, where feasible, an estimate
of the number of small entities that may be affected by the rules adopted herein.!! The RFA
generally defines the term “small entity” as having the same meaning as the terms “small
business,” “small organization,” and “small governmental jurisdiction.”* In addition, the term

“small business” has the same meaning as the term “small business concern” under the Small
Business Act, unless the Commission has developed one or more deﬁmtlons that are appropriate
to its activities.”” Under the Small Business Act, a “small business concern” is one that: (1) is
independently owned and operated; (2) is not dominant in its field of operation; and (3) meets
any additional criteria established by the Small Business Administration (SBA).™*

6. We have described in detail, supra, in the FRFA, the categories of entities that may
be directly affected by any rules or proposals adopted in our efforts to reform the universal
service low-income support mechamsm For this IRFA, we hereby lncorporate those entity

descriptions by reference

D. Description of Projected Reportmg, Recordkeeping, and Other Compliance
Requlrements

7. The Fi urtker Notice seeks comment on potential changes to the federal default
income-based eligibility criterion for the low-income support mechanism. This potential change
will not impact reporting or recordkeeping requirements, however, it could impact the overall
pool of eligible applicants. :

E. Steps Taken to Minimize Signiﬁcant Economic Impéct on Small Entities, and

10 See supra para. 57.

1510.8.C. § 604(a)3).

125 U.S.C. § 601(6). _ .

B 5U.8.C. § 601(3) (incorporating by reference the definition of “small business concern™ in 5 U.S.C. § 632)..

. Pursuant to 5 U.S.C. § 601(3), the statutory definition of a small business applies “unless an agency after

consultation with the Office of Advocacy of the Small Business Administration and after opportunity for public
comment, establishes one or more definitions of such term which are appropriate to the activities of the agency and
publishes such definition i in the Federal Reglster ?

“15uUs.C.§632.
13 See supra Appendix H, paras. 5-10.
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Significant Alternatives Considered

8. The RFA requires an agency to describe any significant alternatives that it has
considered in reaching its proposed approach impacting small business, which may include the
following four alternatives (arnong others): (1) the establishment of differing compliance and
reporting requirements or timetables that take into account the resources available to small
entities; (2) the clarification, consolidation, or simplification of compliance or reporting
~ requirements under the rule for small entities; (3) the use of performance, rather than design,
standards; and (4) an exemption from coverage of the rule, or part thereof, for small entities.'®

9. Inthis Further Notice, we seek comment on whether the Commission should adopt a
broader income-based criterion. If a broader income-based criterion is adopted, -this could
change the size of the overall pool of eligible applicants for universal service support for low-
income subscribers. '

F. Federal Rules that May Duplicate, Overlap, or Conflict with the Proposed Rules

10. None.

1% See 5 U.S.C. §§ 603(c)(1)-(4).
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APPENDIX J
STATISTICALLY VALID SAMPLE

Eligible Telecommunications Carriers (ETCs) subject to the federal default criterion will be
required to verify the continued eligibility of a statistically valid sample of their Lifeline
customers. The size of a statistically valid sample, however, varies based upon many factors,
including the number of Lifeline subscribers (N) and the previously estimated proportion of
Lifeline subscribers inappropriately taking Lifeline service (P).

For the first year that ETCs verify subscribers’ continued eligibility, all ETCs should assume that
the proportion P of subscribers inappropriately taking Lifeline service is .01, if there is no
evidence to assume a different proportion. In subsequent years, ETCs should use the results of
samples from previous years to determine this estimated proportion. In all instances, the
estimated proportion P should never be less than .01 or more than .06.

For ETCs with large numbers of Lifeline subscribers (imore than 400,000), a statistically valid
sample size must be calculated pursuant to the following formula:'

Sample Size =2.706 * P*(1 ~P)/ 000625.

For ETCs with 400,000 Lifeline subscribers or less the above formula could yield a sample size
that is larger than needed to be statistically valid.> To simplify the calculation of a statistically
valid sample, a table of sample sizes based on two variables N (number of Lifeline subscribers)
and P (previously estimated proportion of Lifeline subscribers inappropriately taking Lifeline
service) is provided below. Various numbers of Lifeline subscribers N are listed in the lef--most
column. Various previously estimated proportions P are listed on the first row. To determine the
sample size, find the box that matches your number of Lifeline subscribers N and proportion P.

If the number of Lifeline subscribers is not listed and/or the proportion is not listed, ETCs should
use the next higher number for N and/or P that is in the table, i.e. always round up to the next

higher value for N and/or P. For example, if 3.8 percent of 9,500 Lifeline subscribers

inappropriately took Lifeline service, the ETC would use a sample size of 164 (value using
10,000 customers and proportion .04). Because the adjustment for the number of Lifeline
subscribers is de minimus above 400,000 Lifeline subscribers, ETCs with more than 400,000
Lifeline subscribers must use the above formula to calculate the sample size.

All ETCs must provide the estimated proportion for their samples to the Administrator, i.e., the
proportion of sampled subscribers inappropriately taking Lifeline service.

! The values 2.706 and .000625 in this formula are mandated by OMB. See Office of Management and Budget,
Memorandum M-03-13 (May 21, 2003).

% Sample sizes for ETCs with 400,000 Lifeline subscribers or less are calculated pur_suéﬁt to the following formula:
sample size = N/(1+{[N-1]/n}). N is the number of Lifeline subscribers and n= 2.706 * P*(1 — P) / .000625, where
P is the previously estimated proportion of Lifeline subscribers inappropriately taking szelme service. ETCs may

choose to calculate their sample sizes using these formulas.
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Appendix K
" Lifeline Staff Analysis

Quantifying the effects of adding an
income criterion to the Lifeline eligibility
| criteria

A Study for the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal
- Service

Prepared by Craig Stroup
Industry Analysis & Technology Division
Wireline Competition Bureau
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Executive Summary
Lifeline Staff Analysis
March 2004

. Introduction

This analysis updates the staff analys1s presented in the Recommended Decision of the Federal-
State Joint Board on Universal Service regarding the- L1fe11ne/L1nk—Up program.' The Joint
Board recommended the Federal Communications Commission (FCC) add a federal default
income-based criterion of at least 1.35 times the Federal Poverty Guidelines (FPG). This study
analyzes the impact of a 1.35 FPG Criterion (FPGC).> To simplify charts and other materials,
the staff analysis also refers to the 1.35 FPGC as a 1.35 Poverty Guidelines Criterion (PGC).
The staff analysis in the Recommended Decision found that a 1.35 PGC would allow many

~ -additional low-income households in those states that utilize the federal default criteria to

subscribe to the Lifeline program. This analysis updates the previous analysis by incorporating
Year 2002 Current Population Survey of Households (CPSH) data. The regression and logit
regression analyses were performed with the new data, with results similar to the previous
. study’s results. In addition, this study also examines the effects of a 1.50 PGC.

Methodolo

There is a benefit to increasing the number of Lifeline participants, and also a cost. The obvious
. benefit would be that some of those added Lifeline subscribers would newly receive telephone
service. The cost at the federal level would be the additional federal dollars spent on the
additional Lifeline enrollees. This study uses economic methodologies to forecast the baselines,
changes due to the new policy, and program levels after the implementation of the new policy.
“This means that first we estimate the number of Lifeline subscribers and the associated costs of
~ the program to form the baseline, also known as the status quo. Second, we estimate the changes
that would result from a nationwide implementation of a 1.35 PGC, assuming that all states
adopt this criterion.” Third, we add (or apply) the changes to the baselines to the time period
when the policy is expected to be implemented. This step provides an estimate of the number of
Lifeline subscribers and costs that would result from the new policy. The same analysis also is
presented for 1.50 PGC. This study examines only the effects of nnplementmg an income
criterion, and assumes that states do not otherwise alter their eligibility criteria.

- This study uses a combination of statistical regression analysis and simple math in a series of
. spreadsheet tables. The following equations form the basic structure of the spreadsheet model. -

! See Recommended Decision, 18 FCC Red at 6633, Appendix F.
2 But see supra note 41.

*We recognize that our analysis could change significantly if not all states adopt a 1.35 PGC. Also, some states
have a 1.50 PGC. This study assumes that those states with a 1.50 PGC keep it.
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New Lifeline households = New Lifeline-eligible households times predicted Lifeline
subscription rate among newly-eligible households.

Additional federal Lifeline expenditures = number of additional householdé that would take
Lifeline times the amount of federal expenditures per houschold that takes Lifeline.

In sum, the results of two regression models are used to pre(iict the impact of a policy change,
and these predictions are applied to the baseline to calculate the new level of Lifeline
subscription and federal Lifeline expenditures. :

Results

The results are summarized below:

Summary information for Year 2005 if all states adopt a 1.35 PGC:

. Additional households that would take Lifeline: 1,167,000 to 1,292,000

Of the additional Lifeline subscribers, the number that
~would newly subscribe to telephone service because of the 1.35 PGC: 247,000

Of the additional Lifeline subscribers, the number that
- would already have telephone service: : 920,000 to 1,045,000
Additional federal expenditures in 2005:

Amount that federal expenditures would increase: - $127.000,000 to $1 40,000,000

" Additional federal expenditures per new telephone subscriber: $514 10 $567

K2
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Lifeline Staff Analysis
Introduction

Lifeline provides low-income consumers with discounts of up to $10.00 off of the monthly cost
-of telephone service for a single telephone line in their principal residence. States use different
criteria for determining whether a household qualifies for Lifeline. Some states use the federal
default eligibility criteria (set by the FCC), which enable households receiving Federal Public
Housing Assistance (Section 8), Food Stamps, Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program
- (LIHEAP), Medicaid, or Supplemental Security Income to receive Lifeline. Other states have set

their own criteria. States setting their own criteria often use one or more of the programs from
‘the federal criteria and sometimes include one or more of their own state-wide programs. Some
states also use an income-based criterion, which is based on some multiple of the Federal
Poverty Guidelines. In all cases, a household need meet only one of a state’s criteria to be
eligible for Lifeline. :

The Joint Board recommended that the FCC add an income-based criterion to the federal
eligibility criteria for Lifeline. The Joint Board also recommended that the income-based
criterion be set at 1.35 times the Federal Poverty Guidelines. Thus, households with incomes at
or below 1.35 times the Federal Poverty Guidelines would be eligible for Lifeline.

Some commenters suggest raising the criterion to 1.50 times the Federal Poverty Guidelines

(FPQG), based on the observation that the LIHEAP uses a criterion of 1.50 times the FPG. The
- commenters argue that it would be logically mconsmtent to use a multiple of 1.35 for Lifeline
dlrectly, but 1.50 indirectly, through LIHEAP This study examines the effect of using the 1.35
and the 1.50 mutiple.

This study assumes that all states (not just those that currently utilize the federal default criteria)

- add an income-based criterion using a multiple of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. This analysis
calls  this income-based criterion. a Poverty Guidelines Criterion (PGC). A nationwide
lmplementatlon of a 1.35 PGC would increase the overall number of households eligible for
Lifeline.” This would enable additional low-income households in many states to take the -
Lifeline program. (Households meeting at least one eligibility criterion are eligible for Lifeline,
so adding an additional eligibility criterion increases the number of households that are eligible
for Lifeline.)

There is a benefit to increasing the number of participants, and also a cost. The obvious benefit
would be the increase in the number of low-income households newly subscribing to telephone
- service. The cost at a federal level would be the additional federal dollars spent on the additional
Lifeline enrollees. Because the study assumes that all states choose to adopt the recommended
federal income-based eligibility criterion, the estimates presented are likely to represent the
upper -limit of both the potential new Lifeline subscribers and the potential number of new

# Consumer Coalition Comments at 2; Commissioner Wilson Pa PUC Reply Comments at 2-3; TOPC Comments at
5-6; USCCB Comments at 4-5.

’ This study assumes throughout that states with a 1.50 PGC continue to use a 1.50 PGC.
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telephone subscribers, as well as the corresponding impact on the fund as a result of a 1.35 PGC.
If some states choose not to adopt the federal income-based standard, the number of new Lifeline
and telephone subscribers, and additional cost would be correspondingly lower.

The relationship between Lifeline eligibility, Lifeline subscribership, and telephone
subscribetship is as follows. A PGC would make many households eligible for Lifeline. A
portion of those newly-eligible households will take Lifeline. Of those households that subscribe
to Lifeline because of the new PGC, a portion will be new to telephone service because of the
lower price. The other portion would already have telephone service, and would be taking the
Lifeline just because they are newly-eligible. See the graphs on the next page. '

K4
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Lifeline Eligibility with a 1.35 PGC,
households taking Lifeline, and houscholds
takmg telephone service due to 3 1.35 PGC

20% of households that
take Lifeline service
were phoneless

80%-ofhousshalds
that take Lifeline

wm

service already had | service dus
phone service toatds
PGHC

Methodology Summary

This study uses economic methodologies to forecast baselines, changes to the baselines, and

program levels afier the implementation of the new policy. This means that first we estimate the
number of Lifeline subscribers and the associated federal expenditures of the program to form
“the baseline numbers. Second, we estimate the changes that would resuit from a nationwide -
implementation of a 1.35 PGC. Third, we add (or apply) the changes to the baseline in the time

period when the policy is expected to be implemented. This step provides an estimate of the

- number of Lifeline subscribers and costs under the new policy.

K-5
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In order to make projections for Year 2005, we examine data for Year 2002, and apply those
inferences to our projections for 2005. We first estimate the percentage of households that were
eligible for Lifeline in 2002, and compare that to the number of households that took Lifeline in
2002. This allows us to calculate a “Lifeline take rate” which can then be applied to 2005 data.
We have chosen to estimate the baseline and changes for 2005 because that is the timeframe in
which the proposed changes would be implemented.

The second step uses demographic data available from 2002 data to model the effects that a 1.35
PGC would have had on Lifeline subscribership and telephone penetration in 2002. That

increase (in percentage form) is then applied to 2005 data. For Lifeline subscribership, a
regression model is constructed that predicts the increase in Lifeline subscribership as a function
of increasing multiples of the Federal Poverty Guidelines. For instance, this model indicates that

if Texas—which has a 1.25 PGC—had had a 1.35 PGC in 2002, it would have had 23,231 to

25,715 more households on Lifeline in 2002 (See Table 2.E). That increase (in percentage form)

. is used to predict the additional Lifeline subscribers Texas would have in 2005 (See Table 2.F).

‘For telephone subscribership, a logistic regression is constructed that predicts the increase in

telephone subscribership as a function of increasing multiples of the Federal Poverty Guidelines
and other important factors, such. as income and home ownership. The model predicts that if all

states had had a 1.35 (or higher) PGC for Lifeline in 2002, then 229,000 additional households

woiild ‘have taken telephone service (See Table 2 I) Table 2.1 also apphes this i increase (in

-percentage form) to 2005.

In the thlrd step, the estimated additional number of Lifeline subscribers is added to the baseline
in 2005 to get the forecasted number of Lifeline subscribers that would exist in 2005 under a
nationwide implementation of the new policy. The same is done for Lifeline expenditures in

2005.

These steps are exhibited in the following graphs. The first graph shows the steps for predicting
the number of Lifeline subscribers, and the second graph shows the amount of federal Lifeline
expenditures,
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Modeling Process

The modeling process is outlined below. The word “produce” is used below when the FCC did .
not have the actual data, and so the quantities were estimated. The word “forecast” is used when
data are predicted for a future time period.

& Create baselines
o Produce baseline Lifeline subscription rates for 2002.
o Forecast baseline Lifeline subscription rates for 2005.
o Forecast baseline federal Lifeline expenditures for 2005.
« Estimate change due to new policy
o " Produce change to Lifeline eligibility resulting from-a 1.35 PGC.
Produce change to Lifeline subscribers in 2002 resulting from a 1.35 PGC.
Forecast change to Lifeline subscribers for 2005.
Forecast change to federal Lifeline expenditures for 2005.
Forecast for Years 2002 and 2005, change to telephone subscribership resulting
from a 1.35 PGC.
. Apply changes to baselines to compute new program levels- '
o  Apply forecasted changes to forecasted baseline to determine the new number of
Lifeline subscribers in 2005.
o Apply forecasted changes to forecasted baseline to determme the new federal
Lifeline expenditures in 2005.

o 0 0 C

Methodglogx Detail

The above steps will now be discﬁssed in more detail. A series of tables is constructed that show
the computations for the three steps outlined above.

This study combines data from four sources: 1) Current Population Survey of Households
(CPSH) provided by the Bureau of Labor Statistics; 2) The FCC’s Universal Service Monitoring
Report® 3) the website <www lifelinesupport.org>; and 4) Universal Service Administrative
Company (USAC). The CPSH data contain the results from over 70,000 households that were
surveyed around January 2002. The Monitoring Report lists the amount of federal support that
Lifeline households in each state received in 2002. The website www.lifelinesupport.org -
provides the Lifeline eligibility requirements for each state, and USAC prowded the number of
Lifeline subscribers in 2002,

This study uses a combination of statistical regression analysis and simple math in a series of
spreadsheet tables. Two regression models are constructed.

e Lifeline Subscribership Regression Model - A'regressioﬁ analysis model is constructed
that correlates higher Lifeline subscription rates to the use of higher multiples of the

Industry Analysis and Techno]ogy Division, Wireline Competition Bureau, October 2002 Momtormg Report
-(October 2002). .
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Federal Poverty Guidelines for income criteria. Many states already have income-based
Lifeline eligibility criteria, and in general, the states with a higher multiple of the Federal
Poverty Guidelines have higher Lifeline subscription rates. The results from this model
are then used to predict the number of households that would have taken Lifeline in 2002
if all states had a 1.35 PGC. Those results are then used to forecast the number of
households that would take Lifeline in 2005 if all states had a 1.35 PGC.

¢ Telephone Subscribership Regression Model - Another regression model, this time using
a logistic regression, is used to predict increased telephone participation that would have
resulted in 2002 had a 1.35 PGC been in effect nationwide. This model incorporates
several factors, including the 1.35 PGC, income, and other demographic information,
Many states have income-based Lifeline eligibility criteria, and in general, the states with
-a higher multiple of the Federal Poverty Guidelines have higher telephone subseription
rates. The results from this model are then used to determine the number of households
that would take telephone service in 2005 as a result of a nationwide implementation of a
1.35 PGC.

The spreadsheet tables use a series of equations which simply add or multiply the contents of
various columns in the table to produce a final column (to the right) which is of the most interest.
The results of the regression analysis are incorporated into several columns in the tables. The
followmg equations are used in the tables:

'« Number of addlt_lonal households taking Lifeline = number of neWIy-eligibIe households
“times the Lifeline subscription rate (the percentage of those households that would take
- Lifeline, which is determined by the Lifeline Regression Model).

¢ Additional federal Lifeline expenditures = number of additional households that would -
. take Lifeline times the amount of federal expenditures per household that would take
Lifeline.

In sum, the results of two regression models are used to predict the impact of a policy change,
and these predictions are applied to the baseline to calculate the new level. The data and analysis
are discussed in more detail below.

Step 1: Create Baselines

The tables in this section examine the number of Lifeline subscribers, the number of households
that are eligible for Lifeline and the Lifeline subscription rate. Each table reflects data for a
different year.

~ Baseline Lifeline subscription rates for Year 2002. Nationally, 17.8% of households are
estimated to have been eligible for Lifeline. Of these eligible households, an estimated 33.7%
subscribed to Lifeline. '

The CPSH data contain demographic data from which the eligibility for each household in the

sample can be determined. For example, if a state uses Food Stamps as an eligibility criterion,
then those households in that state that received Food Stamps are considered to be eligible for

K9
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Lifeline. Each household is analyzed according to its state’s eligibility cntena as reported by
<www.lifelinesupport.org>." Only those households that meet at least one of the eligibility
criteria are deemed eligible for Lifeline; the rest are deemed ineli,gible.8 From these data,
statewide estimates for the number of Lifeline eligible households are created. USAC data are
then used to create the Lifeline subscription rate, which is the. percentage of eligible households
that subscribe to Lifeline. (See Table 1.A).

Forecasted Baseline Lifelzne subseription rates for 2005, We estimate that 118.0 million
households will exist in 2005, and 6.8 million of those households are expected to take Lifeline
under existing rules.

The results from the previous table are used to forecast the number of households, the number of
Lifeline-eligible households, and the number of Lifeline subscribers in 2005. The number of
households in 2005 is calculated by examining the growth rate of households between 2000 and
2002. The number of households qualifying for Lifeline in 2005 (July 1, 2005, to be exact) is
simply calculated by multiplying the percentage of all households that are eligible for Lifeline in
2002 by the forecasted number of households in 2005. This calculation assumes that the same
percentage -of households will qualify for Lifeline in 2005 as did in 2002. The number of
households that would take Lifeline in 2005 is calculated by multiplying the percentage of
eligible households that took Lifeline in 2002 by the forecasted number of eligible households in
2005. This calculation assumes that the same percentage of Llfelme-ehgxble households will
take Lifeline in 2005 as did in 2002. These predictions make two- implicit assumptions: the
 number of households in each state increases at a constant rate, and the economy continues to
LIOW at the same rate 1t did in 2002 (See Table I_B)

Forecasted Baseline federal szelzne expendztures for 2005. Forccasted federal Lifeline
expendltures under ex13t1ng rules in 2005 are $706 million.

'I’he forecasted federal Llfehne expenditures are calculated by multiplying the f(_)_recasted number
of Lifeline subscribers in each state times the expected federal expenditures per line in that state.
The sum of state-by-state federal expenditures forms the national total. (See Table 1.C).

7 The website was viewed in early 2002,

® This is accomplished electronically using Visual Basic for Applications for Microsoft Access.
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Step 2: Estimate Changes due to New Policy

This section quantifies the number of additional households that would become eligible for
Lifeline, the number of additional households that would subscribe to Lifeline, and the number
of households that would newly subscribe to telephone service due to the implementation of a
1.35 PGC. (This analysis assumes that states without a PGC for Lifeline and states with a PGC
~ below 1.35 adopt a 1.35 PGC. This analysis also assumes that states with a 1.50 PGC keep it,
and that states don’t alter their other Lifeline criteria.) This section then calculates the increased
federal Lifeline expenditures resulting from the increased number of households taking Lifeline
due to the 1.35 PGC. CPSH data are used to determine the number of additional households that
would become eligible for Lifeline. Two regression analyses are used to determine the number
of additional households that would subscribe to Lifeline and the number of households that
would take telephone service due to a 1.35 PGC.

Change to Lifeline eligibility in 2002 and 2005 resulting from a 1.35 PGC. ‘We predict that an
additional 6.7 percent of total households would qualify for Lifeline under the 1.35 PGC. This
translates into 7.4 million houscholds in Year 2002 and 8.1 million households in 2005.

The demographic data from each household in the CPSH data are examined to determine
whether it was eligible for Lifeline in 2002 under existing rules, and whether it would have
become eligible for Lifeline with a 1.35 PGC. This allows us to estimate the increase in Lifeline
eligibility that results from a 1.35 PGC for 2002, which in turn, allows us to estimate the effects
for 2005. Table 2.A presents the mformatlon for 2002 and 2.B presents the information for
2005. ' ,

. Change to Lifeline subscribership in 2002 and 2005 resulting from a 1.35 PGC. We predict that
- if states without a PGC (and states with PGCs at 1.25 or lower) adopted a 1.35 PGC, there would
be a significant increase in the number of low-income households that would take Lifeline.
Nationwide, for 2002, the number of additional Lifeline takers would be between 1.07 million
and 1.18 million. For 2005, the number of additional Lifeline subscribers would be between
1.17 million and 1.29 million.

Different states have different Lifeline eligibility criteria, so regression analysis can be employed
to quantify the correlation between the use of a higher multiple of the poverty guidelines (i.e., a
higher PGC) and the resulting higher Lifeline subscription rate. The Lifeline Regression Model
predlcts increased Lifeline subscribership that would have resulted from a nationwide 1.35 PGC
in 2002. (See Tables 2.C and 2.D.) (At the end of this study is a technical appendix that more
thoroughly discusses the regression analysis used for this model.) Tables 2.E and 2.F apply these
results and show the number of additional Lifeline subscribers on a state—by-state basis for 2002
and 2005.

Change to federal Lifeline expenditures for 2005 is forecasted. We predict that federal Lifeline
expenditures would increase §127 million to $140 million if all states implemented a 1.35 PGC.

The forecasted change to federal Lifeline expenditures is calculated by multiplying the
forecasted change to the number of Lifeline subscribers in each state times the expected federal
expendltures per Lifeline subscribers in that state. The state-by-state change in the amount of
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federal expenditures is then summed to form the national total. (See Table 2'.G).

Forecasted change to telephone subscribership for 2005. We predict that if all states adopted a
- 1.35 PGC, 247,000 households that do not have telephone service would take telephone service. -

The Telephone Subscribership Regression Model uses logistic regression to predict the increased
telephone subscribership that would have resulted from a nationwide 1.35 PGC in 2002. (See
Tables 2.H and 2.I). (At the end of this study is a technical appendix that more thoroughly
discusses the logistic regression analysis used for this model.) Table 2.1 also uses these results to
quantify the number of households that would have newly taken telephone service in 2002 and
that would newly take telephone service in 2005 because of a 1.35 PGC.

For 2002 and 2005 respectively, Tables 2.J and 2K break down the number of new Lifeline
subscribers into two groups: those that would be new to telephone service, and those that already
had teléphone service, and who would subscribe to Llfelme snnply because they would be newly
eligible.

Step 3: Apply Changes to Baselines to Compute New Program Levels

The new levels of Lifeline subscribership and federal expenditures are shown in two tables.
First, the new total of Lifeline subscribers is calculated, and then the increased federal Lifeline
' expcndltures are calculated.

Forecaste’d New Policy Levels for Ly‘elme subscribership in 2005. We predict that if all states
 implement a 1.35 PGC for Lifeline, an estimated 8 mllhon households would subscribe to
" Lifeline.

Here the forecasted increase in Lifeline's'ubscrib ers is added to the forecasted baseline number of
subscribers to create the new forecasted number of Lifeline subscribers in 2005 with the 1.35
PGC. (See Table 3.A). '

Forecasted New Policy Levels for federal Lifeline expenditures. We predict that if all states
implement a 1.35 PGC for Lifeline, federal Lifeline expenditures are forecasted to be in the
range of $833 million to $846 million.

Here, the forecasted increase in federal Lifeline expenditures is added to the forecasted baseline

federal Lifeline expenditures to create the new forecasted federal Lifeline expenditures in 2005
with the 1.35 PGC. (See Table 3 B).
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Other Factors

- This study cannot take several important factors into consideration, such as economic conditions

and state outreach programs because there are not enough data to do so. Properly accounting for
a fluctuating economy would require five or more decades of data. The Lifeline program started
in 1984, so an analysis incorporating a fluctnating economy is not attempted in this study.
Further, there are no comprehensive estimates quantifying state spending on outreach programs,
or the effects the outreach programs have on Lifeline subscribership.

. By not accounting for these factors explicitly, this study assumes that these factors will remain

constant between 2002 and 2005. Although changes in these factors can affect the forecasted
baseline number of Lifeline subscribers (and therefore, baseline federal expenditures), those
factors should have a relatively smaller effect on the forecasted number of households that will
take Lifeline as a result of a 1.35 PGC. The number of households that would take Lifeline
because of a 1.35 PGC is about 1/6™ of those that already take Lifeline. So, as the economy
fluctuates, and more or less households take Lifeline, the number of households that would take
Lifeline due to a 1.35 PGC will go up and -down by 1/6™ as much as the number of households
that would take Lifeline based on other el1g1b1hty criteria. Thus, the number of households
taking Lifeline due fo a 1 35 PGC will have 1/36™ the variance that the number of households

taking Lifeline will have.”

Additional Assumption‘

In addition to the factors dlscussed above, this study makes several assumptions that are needed

‘to estimate the impact of the program:

1) All other Lifeline/LinkUp eligibility criteria (and the qualifications for the underlying
programs) stay constant over time. Aside from the addition of a 1.35 PGC, this model assumes
that between 2002 and 2005, no other changes are made to the Lifeline/LinkUp programs or to
the programs that are frequently used as qualifying criteria for Lifeline between 2002 and 2005;

2) Data can be substituted. Several states have a 1.33 PGC in effect. This study treats
states that have a 1.33 PGC as having a 1.35 PGC. This assumption is reasonable because the
effects of a 1.33 PGC are statistically indistinguishable from a 1.35 PGC. _

3) Rapid adoption and continuity. This model assumes that all states rapldly adopt a 1.35
PGC (and that states with a 1.50 PGC keep it). The model also assumes that households rapidly
learn of the changes to the Lifeline program and expeditiously act on this new information.

? See Henry Scheffe, The Analysis of Variance, at § (1959).
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Results
The results are summarized below:

Summary information for 2005:
Household information:

Forecasted households on Lifeline without 1.35 PGC: _ 6,7_75,000
Forecasted additional households on Lifeline with 1.35 PGC: 1,167,000 to 1,292,000

" Forecasted households on Lifeline with 1.35 PGC: 7,942,000 to 8,067,000

Lifeline subseriber information:

Households that would newly take teiephone service due to the 1.35 PGC: 247,00_0
Households taking Lifeline that already have telephone sel_'vice: 920,000 to 1,045,000

Federal Lifeline expenditures:

,Fofccast‘e_d federal Lifeline expenditures without 1.35 PGC: ~ $706,000,000
Forecasted amount federal expenditures would increase:  $127,000,000to $140,000,000

- Forecasted federal Lifeline expenditures with 1.35PGC:  $833,000,000 to $846,000,000

- Additional federal expenditures per'l_iew telephone subscriber: . $514 10 $567
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Section 1: Baseline Information

Table 1.A
Baseline Lifeline subscription information (Year 2002)
a (CPSH data) b (CPSH data) c=a*h - d (USAC data) e=d/c
Percentageof ~ Households that Houscholds Percentage of
: HH that would qualify  would qualify that took - households thatf
Houscholds for Lifeline (LL} for Lifeline Lifeline took Lifeline

© |State in2002 under existing rules  under existing rules in 2002 in 2002

Alabama 1,752,018 17.0% 297,228 25403 8.5%
JAlaska 224,499 23.2% 52,146 23,302 44.7%
Arizona 1,939,473 14.4% 279,334 73,186 26.2%
Arkansas 1,059,049 23.0% 243,997 10,100 41%
{California 11,935,960 20.5% 2,451,057 3,232,732 131.9%
Colorado 1,690,526 2.7% 45,808 20,709 64.9%
Connecticut 1,381,915 13.7% 188,857 58,056 30.7%
Delaware 310,968 10.9% 33,946 2,100 62%
bC 269,356 23.5% 63,327 13,645 21.5%
Florida 6,683,618 15.8% 1,052,902 142,521 13.5%
Georgia 3,172,213 14.3% 452,827 68,266 15.1%
Hawaii 418,526 8.6% 36,185 14,124 39.0%
Idaho - 495,397 25.3% 125,089 27,660 22.1%
Iilinois 4,836,881 16.4% 793,394 £7,188 11.0%
Indiana 2,501,325 12.4% 309,568 40,326 13.0%
lowa 1,163,128 14.6% 170,241 17,800 10.5%
Kansas 1,088,752 12.3% 133,747 13,775 103%
|Kentucky 1,583.371 21.0% 332,295 60,739 18.3%
Louisiana . 1,668,964 17.2% 287,759 21,265 T4%
Maine ' 571,277 22.5% 128,698 85,587 66.5%
Maryland 2,083,956 2.3% 57,849 4,022 70%
|Massachusetts 2,584,626 16.4% 423,706 164,600 38.8%

. {Mlichigan 3,947,084 26.2% 1,032,526, 118,794 -11.5%
Minnesota 1,994,754 14.0% 278,453 47,554 17.1%
Mississippi -1,097,592 20.7% 326,524 22,566 6.9%

‘IMissouri 2,217,997 14.6% 324,392 33,322 10.3%
JMontana 379,228 142% 53,704 15,815 29.4%
Nebraska " 678,736 13.1% " 89,251 15241 17.1%
Nevada © 809,411 19.3% 160,611 37,204 232%
Mew Hampshire 523,968 12.3% 64,338 7253 11.3%
New Jersey 3,262,561 133% 435,283 46,687 10.7%
New Mexico 698,282 21.7% 151,749 47,356 31.2%
New York 7,294,127 21.6% 1,578,737 500,671 31.7%
North Carolina 3,217,678 19.2% 616,817 99,510. 16.1%
North Dakota 275,725 13.7% 37,712 19226 51.0%
Ohio 4,595,674 15.8% 726,907 279,591 38.5%
Oklahoma 1,366,274 17.7% 241259 117297 48.6%
{Oregon 1,366,819 250% 341,162 36,402 10.7%
Pennsylvania - 4,863,997 12.0% 584,754 94,846 16.2%
Rhode Island 428,672 18.2% 78,185 46,189 59.1%
South Carolina 1,574,457 18.4% 289,051 21,809 7.5%
South Dakota 308,026 17.6% 54,211 27,117 50.0%
Temessee 2,307,548 33.1% . 764,595 49,050 6.4%
Texas 7,493,242 25.4% 1,901,378 429,970 22.6%
Utah 716,224 22.2% 159,072 19,652 12.4%
Hvermont 259,765 32.9% 85,439 29,011 35.0%
Virginia 2,759,677 11.3% 312,574 20,730 6.6%
[Washington . 2,397,497 16.4% 393,513 83,327 21.2%
West Virginia. 759,332 19.8% 150,381 4,905 - 33%
Wisconsin 2,181,649 11.5% 250,155 68,333 27.3%
Wyoming - 196973 15.0% 29,449 2,126 7.2%
Nationwide, 109,388 768 17.8% 19,472 000 6,358,560 33.7%

Note: Some numbers in this table have heén rounded.
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Section 1: Baseline Information

i e P

. Table 1.B
Base¢line Lifeline subscription information (Year 2005)
a(Table LA)  b(CPSH) " c=ath d=atc e (Table 1.A) f=d*e g(Table 1.A)  h=f*g
Growth (loss) Expected Percentage of Households that Lifeline take Expected HH
172002 - 7/2005 New (fewer) total HH that would would qualify rate for FIH that  that would take]
Households based on households households  qualify for LL for Lifeline qualify under  Lifeline under
State 2002 1/2000-1/2002'  in2005  July2005 underexisting rules under existing rules  existingrules . existing ryles
Alabama 1,752,018 0.8% 14,849 1,766,868 17.0% 299,747 8.5% 25,618
Alaska 224,499 54% 12,185 236,684 232% 54,977 44.7% 24,567
Arizona 1,939,473 12.7% 246,506 2,185,979 14.4% 314,837 26.2% -82,488
Arkansas 1,059,049 5.5% 58,199 1,117,248 23.0% 257,406 4.1% 10,655
California- 11,935,960 -2.2% -259,963 11,675,997 20.5% 2,397,673 131.9% 3,162,324
Colorado 1,690,526 9.6% 162,683 1,853,209 2.7% 50,216 64.9% 32,568
Connecticut 1,381,915 12.9% 178,850 . 1,560,766 13.7% 213,300 30.7% 65,570
Delaware 310,968 13.8% 42,992 353,960 10.9% 38,639 62% 2,390
DC 269356 21.9% 59,075 328,431 23.5% 77,216 21.5% 16,638
Florida 6,683,618 17.8% 1,191,839 7,875,457 15.8% 1,240,658 13.5% 167,936
Georgia 3,172,213 ° 13.1% 416,286 3,588,499 14.3% 512,251 15.1% 77,224
Hawaii 418,526 2.9% 12,305 430,831 8.6% 37,249 39.0% 14,532
Idaho 495,397 52% 25,673 521,070 25.3% 131,572 22.1% - 29,093
illinois 4,836,881 . 10.0% 485,999 - 5322880 16.4% 873,112 11.0% 95,948
Indiana 2,501,325 15.2% 380,568 2,881,893 124% 356,667 13.0% 46,461
Towa 1,163,128 22% 25,853 1,188,981 14.6% 174,025 10.5% 18,196
Kansas 1,088,752 - 74% 80,504 1,169,256 12.3% 143,636 10.3% 14,794
Kentucky 1,583,371 3.9% 61,169 1,644,539 21.0% 345,132 18.3% 63,085
" {Louisiana 1,668,964 6.5% 108,680 1,777,645 17.2% 306,498 7.4% 22,650
Maine 571,277 26.1% 149,312 720,589 22.5% 162,335 66.5% 167,956 .
Maryland 2,083,956 . 8.4% 174,235 2,258,191 28% 62,685 7.0% 4,358
' Massachusetis 2,584,626 8.4% 217,343 2,801,968 16.4% 459,336 38.8% 178,441
{Michigan 3,947,084 11.1% 439,803 4,386,888 26:2% ' 1,147,575 11.5% 132,031
Minnesota 1,994,754 13.8% 275225  2,269978 14.0% 316,872 17.1% 54,115
Mississippi 1,097,592 9.7% 106,991 1,204,582 29.7% 358,353 6.9% 24766
[Missouri 2,217,997 3.8% 84,088 2,302,085 14.6% 336,690 1.3% 34,585
- IMontana 379,228 10.9% . 41,387 420,615 142% 59,565 294% 17,541
Nebraska 678,736 6.7% 45,409 724,145 13.1%. 95,222 17.1% 16,261
Nevada . 809411 32.0% 259,081 1,068,492 19.8% 212,021 232% 49,112
|New Hampshire 523,968 22.1% 115,836 639,804 123% 78,561 11.3% 8,856
New Jersey 3,262,561 12.5% 408,819 3,671,381 13.3% 489,827 10.7% 52,_537
New Mexico 698,282 7.9% 54,043 752,325 21.7% 163,494 312% 51,021
New York 7,294,127 6.4% 465,077 7,759,204 21.6% 1,679,398 3ILT% 532,594
North Carolina 3,217,678 160% 513,866 3,731,543 19.2% 715,324 16.1% 115,402
North Dakota 275,725 13.0% 35,890 311,615 13.7% 42,621 51.0% 21,729
[Ohio 4,595,674 2.9% 133,391 4,729,065 15.8% 748,006 38.5% 287,706
Oklahoma 1,366,274 42% 57,363 1,423,636 17.7% 251,388 48.6% 122222
Oregon - L366,819 3.4% 45,970 1,412,789 25.0% 352,636 10.7% 37,626
Pennsylvania 4,863,997 7.4% 357,618 5,221,614 12.0% 627,747 162% 101,819
Rhode Island 428,672 18.6% 79,874 508,546 182% 92,753 59,1% 54,795
South Carolina 1,574,457 3.5% 54,896 1,629,353 18.4% 299,129 71.5% 22,569
South Dakota 308,026 16.3% 50,279 358,305 17.6% 63,060 50.0% 31,543
‘TFennessee 2,307,548 . 13.6% 313,658 2,621,206 33.1% 868,524 6.4% 55,717
Texas 7,493,242 1.3% 100,170. 7,593,412 25.4% 1,926,796 22.6% 435,718
Utah 716,224 9.7% 69,218 785,443 222% 174,445 12.4% 21,551
{Vermont 259,765 14.3% 37,188 296,953 32.9% 97,670 35.0% 34,193
Virginia 2,759,677 7.1% 196,873 2,956,550 11.3% 334,873 6.6% 22,209
Washington 2,397,497 7.0% 168,037 2,565,534 16.4% 421,094 21.2% - 89,167
West Virginia 759,332 0.6% 4,808 764,140 19.8% 151,333 33% 4,936
Wisconsin 2,181,649 133% 289,380 2,471,029 11.5% 283,336 273% 77,397
Wyoming 196,973 37% 7223 204,196 15.0% 30,529 72% 2,204
Nationwide 109,388 768 7.7% 8,657,000 118,045,768 17.8% 21,013,000 33.7% 6,775,000.

' 1.75 times the 2-year growth (2000-2002) equals the growth over 1.5 years.
Note: Some numbers in this spreadsheet have been rounded.
Source: Currént Population Survey of Households (CPSH) March 2000 and 2002 data.
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Section 1: Baseline Information
Table 1.C
Forecasted baseline Lifeline expenditures (Year 2005)
a (staffestimate)’ b=a*12 ¢ (Table 1.B) d=b*c
Monthly federal support Arnual federal Fxpected Househokds taking | Forecasted Lifeline expendifimes
State_ per Ine in 2005 support per lne | Lifetine under existing rules | under existing rules
Alabama $10.00 $120.00 25,618 $3,074,197
Alaska $10.00 $120.00 24,567 $2,948,007
Atfzona, $8.31 $99.67 82,488 $8,221,159
Arkansas $8.25 $99.00 10,655 $1,054,846 -
California $8.34 $100.02 3,162,324 $316,308,133
Cobrado $10.00 $120.00 32,568 $3,908,155
Conrrecticut $8.02 $96.26 65,570 $6,312,049
Delware $8.17 $98.04 2,390 $234,348
DC $7.32 $87.84 16,638 $1,461,447
Florida $10.00 $120.00 167,936 $20,152,282
Georgia $10.00 $120.00 77,224 $9,266,937
Haivaii $8.25 $99.00 14,539 $1,439,387
Tdaho $9.91 $118.92 29093 $3,459,726 .
Ilinois $7.42 $89.01 95,948 $8,540,023
Indiana $7.45 $89.39 46,461 $4,153,300
Towa $6.96 $83.48 18,196 $1,518,973
Kansas $8.82 $105.87 14,794 $1,566,265
Kentucky $9.86 $118.29 63,085 $7,462,594
Louisiana $8.25 £99.00 22,650 $2,242,338
Maine $9.93 $119.19 107,956 $12,867,569
- |Maryland. $9.11 $109.33 4,358 $476,493
|Massachusetts $9.92 $119.04 178,441 $21,241,723
Michigan $8.21° $98.54 132,031 $13,010,610
Minnesota $7.04 $84.44 54,115 $4,569,718
|Mississippi $10.00 $120.00 24,766 $2,971,882
Missouri - $7.08 $84.97 34,585 $2,938,649
{Montana $10,00 $120.00 17,541 $2,104,915
Nebraska $9.43 $113.15 16,261 $1,839,924
Nevada $7.87 -$94.49 49,112 $4,640,695
New Hampshire $8.17 $98.08 8,856 $868,626
New Jersey 37.95 $95.45 52,537 35,014,836
New Mexico $10.00 $120.00 © 51,021 $6,122,532
New York £9.83 $117.9¢ 532,594 $62,842,179
North Carolma $9.72 $116.61 115,402 $13,457,472
North Dakofa $10.00 $120.00 21,729 $2,607,431
Ohio $7.33 $87.99 287,706 $25,315,775
Oklhoma $7.78 $93.36 122,222 $11,410,768
Oregon $10.00 $120.00 37,626 $4,515,156
|Pennsyivaniz $9.03 $108.32 101,819 $11,028,901
Rhode Ishnd $9.92 $119.04 54,795 $6,522,833
South Carolina $9.98 $119.72 22,569 $2,702,025
South Dakota $8.21 $98.47 31,543 $3,106,151
Temessee $9.89 $118.70 55,717 $6,613,430
Texas $8.90 $106.81 435,718 $46,540,253
Utah . $9.94 $119.22 21,551 $2,569,186
Vermont $9.93 $119.20 34,193 $4,075,759
Vicginia $9.44 $113.22 22,209 $2,514,557
‘Washington $9.62 $115.40 89,167 $10,289,790
West Virgina $9.25 $111.00 4,936 $547,914
Wisconsin $7.72 $92.68 77,397 $7,173,137
Wyoming $10.00 $120.00 2,204 $264.475
[Natiomwide Not applicable Not applicablc 6775000 1 ... 5706000,000
D Ectinate of monthly federal expendiures includes the Subscriber Line Charge (SLC), $1.75, and any foderal matching finds for that
state, SLC amounts were estimated on a company-by-company basis, and are based on rules established by the CALLS and MAG
proceedings. The SLC for each state & a weighted average based on the number of Lifeline subscribers served by each carrier in the
state.
Note: Some mubers in this table have been rounded. . i |
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy

Table 2.A

Estimated additional Lifeline-eligible households using a nationwide 1.35 PGC (Year 2002)
a (Tabk 1.A) b (CPSH data) c=b/a

Houscholds Additiona! households that Additional houschods (%) that

State 22002 wioukd qualify wiha 1.33 PGC' | would quaky with a 1,38 PGC
Albama 1,752,018 215,207 12.3%
Alnska 224,499 13,844 6.2%
Arizona 1,939473 184,330 9.6%
Arkansas © 1,059,049 118,958 11.2%
California 11,935.960 0 0.0%
Colorado 1,690,526 186,613 1L.0%
Commecticut 1,381,915 89,134 6.5%
Delawate 310,968 17,289 5.6%
DC 269,356 0 0.0%
Florida 6,683,618 796,448 11.9%
Georgia 3,172,213 322,103 10.2%
Hawaii 418,526 49,646 11.9%
Idaho 495,397 0 0.0%
1linois 4,836,881 308,489 6.4%
Indiana 2,501,325 250,921 10.0%
Towa 1,163,128 86,702 1.5%
Kansas 1,088,752 126,285 11.6%
{Kentucky '1,583371 152,902 9.7%
Louisiana 1,668,964 224,683 13.5%
Mane 571,277 47,531 8.3%
Maryhind 2,083,956 237,109 11.4%
Massachusetts 2,584 626 210,387 3.1%
Michigan 3,947,084 0 0.0%
Minhesota 1,994,754 112,747 5. 1%
Mississippi 1,097,592 134,790 12.3%

Missouri 2217.997 85,500 19%

Moutana 379,228 47,148 12.4%
Nebraska 678,736 48,833 1.2%
 |Nevada 809,411 0 0.0%
New Hampshire 523,968 30,006 5.7%
New Jersey 3,262,361 269,354 8.3%
New Mexico 698,282 32,183 11.8%
New York 1,294,127 707,314 9.7%
North Carolin 3,217,678 353,125 11.0%
Nonh Dakota 278,725 33,7126 12.2%
Ohio 4,595,674 347,706 1.6%
Oklahoma 1,366,274 156,058 11.4%
[Oregon 1,366,819 0 0.0%
Pennsylvaria 4,863,997 259,911 3.3%
Rhode Istand 428,672 38,998 9.1%
South Caroling 1,974,457 161,435 10.3%
South Dakota 308,026 22,359 14%
{Temnessee 2,307,548 20,150 0.9%
Texas 7493242 160,328 2%
Utah 716,224 0 0.0%
Vermont 259,765 0 0.0%
Virginia 2,759,677 219,268 1.9%
Washington 2,397,497 183,007 1.6%
West Viginia 749,332 102,247 13.5%
Wisconsin 2,181,649 122,718 - 1.6%
Wyoming 196,973 15,284 7.8%
Nationwide 109,388,768 7,357,000 6.7%

1 States that aleeady have a 1.33 or a 1.50 PGC would not see increased Lifkling subscribership.

Note: Some manbers i this table have been rounded.

[
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
Table 2.B
Estimated additional Lifeline-eligible households using a nationwide 1. 35 PGC (Year 2005)

a (Table 1.B) b (Table 2A) -
Forecasted Additional households (%) that Additional houscholds that
State Households in 2005 would qualify with a 1.35 PGC would qualify with a 1.35 PGC
Alabama ) 1,766,868 - 12.3% 217,031
Alaska 236,684 6.2% 14,595
Arizona 2,185,979 9.6% 208,885
Arkansas 1,117,248 11.2% 125,495
California : 11,675,997 0.0% ¢
Colorado 1,853,209 11.0% ‘ 204,571
Connecticut 1,560,766 6.5% : 100,670
Delaware 353,960 5.6% 19,679
DC ‘ 328,431 0.0% 0
Florida 7,875,457 11.9% . 938,473
Georgia 3,588,499 10:2% 364,372
Hawaii 430,831 11.9% 51,105
Idaho 521,070 0.0% 0
linois ' 5,322,880 6.4% 339,486
Indiana _ 2,881,893 ' 10.0% 289,098
Iowa 1,188,981 1.5% 88,629
Kansas 1,169,256 11.6% 135,622
Kentucky 1,644,539 _ 9.7% 158,809
 Louisiana : 1,777,645 : 13.5% 239314
Maine 720,589 ‘ 8.3% ' 59,954
Maryland 2,258,191 11.4% 256,934
|Massachusetts 2,801,968 8.1% 228,078
Michigan _ : 4,386,888 S 00% 0 -
Minnesota ’ 2,269,978 - 5T% 128,303
" {Missigsippi . 1,204,582 12.3% 147,929
fMissouri 2,302,085 ' 3.9% 85,053
" [Montana 420,615 12.4% _ 52,294
Nebraska 724,145 1.2% 52,100
Nevada 1,068,492 0.0% 0
New Hampshire . 639,804 5.7% 36,640
New Jersey : 3,671,381 8.3% 303,106
New Mexico ) © 752,325 11.3% . 88,544
New York 7,759,204 9.7% . 752,412
North Carolina ) 3,731,543 11.0% 411,839
North Dakota 311,615 12.2% 38,116
Chio : 4,729,065 - 7.6% 357,799
Oklahoma 1,423,636 11.4% 162,610
Oregon 1,412,789 0.0% 0
~ |Pennsylvania 5,221,614 53% 279,020
Rhode Island 508,546 9.1% 46,265
South Carolina _ 1,629,353 10.3% _ 167,064
|South Dakota~ 358,305 7.4% 26,591
‘| Tennessee 2,621,206 0.9% 22,389
Texds 7.593,412 2.1% 162,471 ' ;
{Utah © 785,443 0.0% 0
Vermont 296,953 0.0% 0
|Virginia 2,956,550 7.9% 234,910
Washington 2,565,534 7.6% 195,834
West Virginia 764,140 13.5% 102,895
Wisconsin 2,471,029 5.6% 138,995
Wyo_ming ) 204,196 7.8% ) 15,844
Nationwide ) 118,045,768 .  6.7% . 8,054,000

Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
Table 2.C :
Regression analysis: Would Lifeline take rates’ increase due to
a nationwide implementat-i-on ofal.35 PGC?

Regmssinn Modcl . _
_ r Spectﬁcamn I ([ow Range) Speciﬁ;a;ba 2([-}‘@ Range)
Amount that state’s PGC is above 1.25° 0.554 - 1.78 : 0612 | 19
California 0.990 -59% , 6.992 5.96
Total support 0.010 1.02
Constant 0.082 0.88 0173 _ 7.69
- 7_ ,
[Sample size: 51 7 SO S B ﬂgﬁél,s_é-r e e 23539,
; 3 3 ; "_is-&. §M e
R¢sult
-~ [o¢ IfastatewﬁlnmaPGC(orasta!ewﬁlaP‘GC bebw 1.3%) added 4 1.35 PGC,

Tnercase
Amount 1.35 PGC - portion that woikd
_ Coefficiont s above 1,25 __take 1iftine’
. JEow range: ' . : 0.554 0.1 8.055
: @hrang , o eer2 0.1 0.061

A mmkemtewouﬂmshyssmal percethgepqims.

Netcs.

' The Lifline take rate is the sumber of houscholds that take Liftfine divided by the munber of houschokds with
come at or below 1.5 times the fderal poverty goidelines. For more information on the regression, including why the number
ofhouscholds at or below 1.5 times the fderal poventy guidelines b used, see "Additional Information on regression
specification” in Techeical Appendix 1.

2 Significant at the 10% kvel ina two-talled fest. | | | N

? For instance, ifa state has a 1.5 poverty guidelines criterion, then the variable has a vahk of .25 (=1.5 - 1.25).
Ifastatebasnopovm‘tygmﬁehesedem,orﬂ'thesmespowﬂygxdeﬁmcrxemsatorbebw125 then the varisble
~ has a vakee of 0. L] [ i

* This means that if a state rised its PGC fiom 1.25 t 1.33, then, on average, the percentage of poor

households that take Litline would rise by 5.5 t0 6.1 percentage points, Similarly, on average, a state adding
aISSPGCwlmmPGCemwdwonﬂmasetsL&ﬁnakemebySStoﬁ1pmemagepom
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
Table 2.D
Estlmated additional Lifeline subscnberslup with a nationwide 1.35 PGC

2 (CPSH data) T b(Tabies0) o eah
Households with incomes at or below Additional households that Additional
1.5 times the poverty guidelines in states would take Lifcline ' Lifeline takers
~ with 1.33 or lower PGCs (Year 2002)! dueto 1.35 PGC dueto 1.35 PGC
Low rarige: 19,232,000 - : 5.5% 1,066,000

Highronge: 1903000 o 6I% i 1180000

Q: Of the houscholds that would become eligible to take Lifeline because of a 1.35 PGC, what percentage would do so only
because of the 1.35 PGC?

A (Column c, above) B {Table 2.4) C=A/B
Additional households that Additional households that Percentage of newly eligible
would have taken Lifeline would have become eligible households that would

duetoa 1.35 PGC dueto a 1.35 PGC take Lifeline with a 1.35 PGC
1,066,000 . 7,357,000 14.5%
1,180,000 7,357,000 _ 16.0%

1 'Ihc regression analysis presented in Table 2.C examined Llfclme take rates among households with incomes at or below 1.5 times the
fedéral povexty guidelines. “This value includes hotseholds in states without 2 poverty guidelines criterion for Lifeline. For more
information on the regression, including why the number of households at or below 1.5-times the federal poverty guidelines is used, see
"Addmona] Information on regression speclﬁcanon" in Technical Appendix 1.

2 Assumes that states-with a Lifeline criterion of 1.5 PGC do not change their criteria. Also assumes that states with 1 33 PGEs seeno
measurable effect from implemnenting a 1.35 PGC.

Source: Current Population Survey of Houseliolds (CPSH) March 2002 data.
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy

: Table 2.E )
Estimated state-by-state additional Lifeline subscribers using a 1.35 PGC (Year 2002}
T ' Low range ) * Highrange
a(Table 2.A) b {Table 2.D) ca*b d (Table 2.D) e=a*d
Additional HH Take rate amornig: -Additional LL Take rate among  Additional LL
that would qualify if | HH that qualify takers due to HH that qualify takers due to
State 1.35 PGC were added] due t0'1,35 PGC 1.35 PG dueto 135 PGC L35PGC
Alabama 215,207 - 14.5% 31,183 16.0% 34,517
Alaska 13,844 14.5% 2,006 16.0% 2220
Arizona 185,330 14.5% 26,854 16.0% 29,725
Arkansas 118,958 14.5% 17,237 16.0% 19,080
California 0 14.5% ] 16.0% 0
Colorado 186,613 14.5% 27,039 16.0% 29,931
Connecticut 89,134 14.5% 12,915 16.0% 14,296
{1Delaware 17,289 14.5% 2,505 16.0% 2,773
DC 0 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
Florida 796,448 14.5% 115,402 16.0% 127,744
Georgia 322,103 14.5% 46,671 16.0% 51,663
Hawaii 49,646 14.5% 7,193 16.0% 7,963
Idaho 0 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
Tlinois 308,489 14.5% - 44,699 16.0% 49,479
Indiana 250,921 14.5% 36,358 16.0% 40,245
Towa 86,702 14.5% 12,563 16.0% 13,906
.|Kansas 126,285 14.5% 18,298 16.0% 20,255
|Kentcky - 152,902 14,5% 22,155 16.0% 24,524
Louisiana 224,683 14.5% 32,556 16.0% 36,037
Maine 47,531 14.5% 6,887 16.0% 7,624
|Marytand 237,109 14.5% " 34,356 16.0% 38,030
* |Massachusetts 210,387 14.5% - 30,484 16.0% 33,744
" [Michigan 0 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
Minnesota 112,747 14.5% 16,337 16.0% 18,084
Mississippi 134,790 14.5% 19,530 -16.0% 21,619
Missourt 85,800 14.5% 12,432 16.0% 13,762
Montana " 47,148 14.5% 6,832 16.0% 7,562
Nebraska 48,833 14.5% 7,076 16.0% 7,832
Nevada 0 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
New Hampshire 30,006 14.5% 4,348 16.0% 4,813
New Jersey 269,354 14.5% 39,028 16.0% 43,202
New Mexico £2,183 14.5% 11,908 16.0% 13,182
New York 767,314 14.5% 102,487 16.0% 113,447
North Carolina 355,125 14.5% 51,456 16.0% 56,959
North Dakota 33,726 14.5% 4,887 16.0% 5,409
Ohio 347,706 14.5% 50,381 16.0% 55,769
Okiahoma 156,058 14.5% 22,612 16.0% 25,030
Oregon 0 14.5% 0o - 16.0% 0
Pennsylvania 259,911 14.5% 37,660 16.0% 41,687
Rhode Istand 38,998 14.5% 5,651 16.0% 6,255
South Carolina 161,435 14.5% 23,391 16.0% 25,893
South Dakota 22,859 14.5% 3,312 16.0% 3,666
Tennessee 20,150 14.5% 2,920 16.0% 3232
Texas 160,328 14.5% 23,231 16.0% 25,715
Utah 0 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
Vermont 0 ' 14.5% .0 16.0% 0
|virginia 219,268 14.5% 31,771 16.0% 35,169
Washington 183,007 14.5% 26,517 16.0% 29,353
West Virginia 102,247 14.5% 14,815 16.0% 16,400
Wisconsin 122,718 14.5% 17,781 16.0% 19,683
Wyoming 15,284 _14.5% 2,215 16.0% 2,451
Nationwide 7,357,000 14.5% e 1,066,000 _16.0% 1,180,000

Note; Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy

. Table 2.F
Estimated state-by-state additional Lifeline subscribers using a 1.35 PGC (Year 2005)
— S— L eT—— ot pem it g
a (Table 2.B) b {Table 2.D) c=a*b d (Table 2,D} e=a*d
Additional HH Take rate among Additional LL Take rate among Additional LL
that would qualify if | HH that qualify takers due to HH that qualify " takers due to
State 1,35 PGC were added] dueio 1.35 PGC 135 PGC due to 1.35 PGC 1.35 PGC
Alabama 217,031 14.5% 31,447 16.0% 34,810
Alaska 14,595 14.5% 2,115 16.0% 2,341
Arizona 208,885 14.5% 30,267 16.0% 33,503
Arkansas 125,495 14.5% 18,184 16.0% 20,128
California "0 14.5% 0 16.0% ’ 0
Colorado 204,571 14.5% 20,641 16,0% - 32,811
Connecticut 100,670 14.5% 14,587 16.0% 16,147
Delaware 19,679 14.5% 2,851 16.0% 3,156
pc - 0 14.5% S0 16,0% 0
IFlorida 938,473 14.5% 135,981 16.0% 150,523
|Georgia. 364,372 14.5% 52,796 16.0% T 58442
Hawaii 51,105 14.5% 7,405 16.0% 8,197
Idaho 0 14.5% ] 16.0% 0
ilinois 339,486 14,5% 49,190 16.0% 54,451
Indiana 289,098 14.5% : 41,889 - 16.0% 46,369
Towa 88,629 14.5% 12,842 16.0% 14,215
Kanisas 135,622 14.5% 19,651 16.0% 21,753
Kentucky 158,809 14.5% 23,011 16.0% 25472
Louisiana °239,314 14.5% 34,676 - 16.0% 38,384
“Maine - 59,954 14.5% 8,687 16.0% 9,616
JMaryland 256,934 14.5% 37,229 16.0% 41,210
- [Massachusetis - 228,078 14.5% "33,048 16.0% : 36,582
[Michigan 0. 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
_}Minnesota 128,303 14.5% 18,591 16.0% . 20,579
Mississippi - 147,929 14.5% 21,434 - 16.0% C 23,726
‘IMissouri - 89,053 14.5% 12,903 "16.0% 14,283
Montana 52,294 14.5% 7.577 16.0% 8,387
Nebraska 52,100 14.5% 7,549 16.0% 8,356
Nevada 0 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
‘New Hampshire 36,640 14.5% 5,309 16.0% 5,877
New Jersey - 303,106 14.5% 43,919 16.0% 43,616
{New Mexico 88,544 14.5% 12,830 16.0% 14,202
New York 752,412 14.5% 109,022 16.0% 120,680
North Carolina 411,839 14.5% 59,674 16.0% 66,055
North Dakota 38,116 14.5% © 5523 16.0% 6,113
lOhio 357,799 14.5% 51,844 16.0% 57,388
Oklahoma 162,610 14.5% 23,562 16.0% 26,081
Oregon 0 14.5% 0 16.0% _ 0
Pennsylvania 279,020 145% - 40,429 16.0% 44,752
Rhode Island 46,265 14.5% 6,704 16.0% 7420
South Carolina 167,064 14.5% 24,207 16.0% 26,796
South Dakota 26,591 14.5% 3853 16.0% 4,265
{Tennessee 22,889 14.5% ' 3317 16.0% 3,671
Texas 162,471 14.5% 23,541 16.0% 26,059
(Utah 0 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
Vermiont 0 14.5% 0 16.0% 0
[Virginia 234,910 14.5% 34,038 16.0% 37,678
Washington 195,834 14.5% 28,376 16.0% 31410
West Virginia 102,895 14.5% 14,909 16.0% 16,503
Wisconsin 138,995 14.5% 20,140 16.0% 22,294
 [¥yoming 15,844 _14.5% —— 2296 16.0% 2,541
Nationwide 8,054,000 14.5% 1,167,000 16.0% 1,292,000

Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
- Table 2.G
Estimated increase in Life'line expenditures (Year 2005 ?
Low range ' High ranpe
a(Table 1.C) | b(Table 2.F) c=a*b d (Table 2.F) e=a*d
Anmul £deral Forecasted Forecasted Forecasted Forecasted
: . SUPpOTt per additonal HH | increased foderal | additional HH | increased federal |
State i Liftine subscriber | taking Lidine | Lifbling expendiures | taling Lithee | Liftling oxponditres
Alabama $120.00 31,447 © $3,773.626 34,810 $4,177.184
Alaska $120.00 2,115 $253,772 2341 $280,911
Arizona $99.67 30,267 $3.016,523 33,503 $3,339,116
Arkansas $099.00 18,184 $1,800,188 20,128 .$1,992.704
Califbrnia $100.02 0 $0 1] $0
Colorado $120.00 29,641 $3,556,976 32,811 $3,937,366
Comecticut $56.26 14,587 $1,404,187 16,147 - $1,554,383
Detware $98.04 2,851 $279,548 3,156 $309,443
DC $37.34 0 30 0 $0
Florida $120.00 135,981 $16,317,721 150,523 $18,062,768
|Georgia $120.00 52,796 $6,335,533 58,442 $7,013,066
Hawaii $99.00 7,408 $733,088 8,197 $811,486
Edaho - $118.92 0 $0 0 30
|Hinois $89.01 49,190 $4,378,232 54,451 $4,846,448
Ingliana $39.39 41,889 $3,744,574 46,369 $4,145,026
Towa $53.48 12,842 $1,072,049 14,215 $1,186,696
- |Kansas $105.87 19,651 $2,080,563 21,753 $2,303,063
|Kentucky '$118.29 23,011 $2,722,020 25,472 $3,013,1138
Lowisianz $99.00 34,676 $3,432,915 38,384 $3,800,037
. [Maine $119.19 3,687 $1,035,426 9,616 51,146,156
Maryland: $109.33 37,229 $4,070,235 41210 $4.505.513
| Miassachyseits $119.04 33,048 _ §3,934,001 36,582 $4,354,710
- - |Miichigan $98.54 0 ) 0 $0
‘| Miinnesota $84.44 18,591 $1,569,863 20,579 $1,737,748:
Mississippi $120.60 21,434 $2,572,113 23,726 $2,847,179
Missouri . $84.97 12,903 $1,096,380 14,283 $1,213,629
Montana $120.00 .51 $909.256 8,387 $1,006,493
Nebraska $113.15 7,549  $854,199 8,356 $045,540
[Nevada $94.49 0 $0 0 $0
New Hampishire $98.08 5309 $520,691 3,877 $576,375
[New Jersey $95.45 43,919 34,192,190 48,616 $4,640,511
New Mexico $120.00 12,830 $1,539,560 14,202 $1,704,203
New York $117.99 109,022 $12.863,739 120,680 $14,239411
North Carolina 5116.61 39,674 $6,958,802 66,053 $7,702,989
North Dakotz $120.00 5583 $662,744 6,113 $733.619
Ohio $87.99 SLB44 $4.561,810 57,388 33,049,659
Oklahoma $93.36 23,562 $2,199,741 26,081 $2,434,986
. [Oregon $120.00 0 $0 0 30
Penuisylvania $10832 40,429 $4.379,192 44,752 $4.847.511
Rhode Iskend $119.04 6,704 $797,981 7.420 $883,330
Scuth Carolina S92 24,207 $2,898,061 26,196 $3,207,985
South Dakota $98.47 3,853 $379,405 4,265 $419,580
Tennessee $118.70 3,317 $393,638 3,671 $4335,787
| Texas 3106.81 23,541 $2.514,529 26,089 $2,783,437
Utsh $119.22 0 $0 0 $0
‘Vermont $119.20 0 30 0 50
{Viginia $113.22 34,038 $3,853.841 37,678 $4,265,978
'Washington $115.40 28,376 $3,274,503 31410 $3,624,684
West Virgina $111.00 14,909 $1,654,941 16,503 $1,831,923
Wisconsin $92.68 20,140 31,866,563 22,294 $2,066,177
Wyoming - $120.00 2.29 $275.487 | 2541 $304.949 _
Natiopwide Not spplicable | 1,167,000 $127,000,000 1,297,000 $140,000.000
Note: Some manbers in his table have been rounded. -
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Dependent sidg variable: Doss the household have tolephone service? _
' Coefficient ~ Wald Statistically
Independent side variables value statistic ~ P-Value significant
State has 1.35 or higher poverty guidelines criterion for Lifeline 0.179 337 '0.07 Yes
Income (000s) . 0.035 6999 0.00 Yes
Household is a mobile home -0.757 71.65 0.00 Yes
Household is owned, not rented 0.975 203.71 0.00 Yes
Percentage of householders who have lived there one year -0.463 - 5165 0.00 Yes
- ISomeone in the household is on food stamps -0.245 17.20 0.00 Yes
“|Household is in a state with a Medicaid criterion | -0.269 3.48 0.06  Yes
Household is in a state with & food stamp criterion. -0.101 - 052 047 Yes?
Household is in a state with a TANF criterion _ 0.105 3.03 0.08 Yes®
Household i is in astate wﬂh a LH-IEAP criterion - 0160 3:19 0.07 . Yes®
Household is in a state mth aPubhc Housmg ctiterion -0.077 - - 112 0.29  Yes®
. Household is ina state w;th a'National School Lunch criterion 0.019 0.01 0.91 Yes®
Honsehold i is in a state w1th an SSI criterion - 0060 035 - 056 Yes®
California L ' o T 0495 6.87 0.01 Yes
|Constant ) . 1.241 9062 0.00 Yes

Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
Table 2.H -
Logit regression results: Would a 1.35 poverty guidelines criterion
for Lifeline increase telephone penetration?

Logistic regression analysis’

' For more information on the logistic regression, see Techmcal Appendlx 2. :

Although some criteria variables are not significant by themselves, the variables as a set are significant. The nature of
these variables is such that they should all be used together, or not at all. Because thcy are s1gmﬁcant as a set, they should
all be included in the logit regression.
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
Table 2.1
Using the logit regression results: Calculating the number of households that
would have taken telephone service with a nationwide 1.35 PGC

‘a(Table2.G)~ b(CPSH) - o=a*b "d(CPSH) = e=a*d
Means for . Means
houscholds (Sameascolumnb ~  Partial effect
. with income except assumes if all states
Coefficient less than 1.35 Partial = all states adopt implement 1.35
Variable value PLG effect 1,35 PGC! PGC for Lifeline
State has 1.35 criteria for LL 0.179 0.180 0.032 : 1.000 0:179
Income (dollar values in 000s) 0,035 11.208 397 11.208 0.397
Lives in a mobile home -0.757 0.086 -3.065 0.086 -0.065
JOwns home 0.975 0.440 0.429 0.440 0.429
. |Percent HH lived there one year 0.463 0.820 - 0.380 0.820 0.380
On food starmps -0.245 0.265 ~0.065 0.265 -0.065
" |Medicaid criterion -0.269 0.823 -0.221 0.823 -0.221
Food stamp criterion -0.101 0.781 -0.079 - 0.781 -0.079
TANF criterion - 0.105 0.450 0.047 " 0450 0.047
[Energy Assistance criterion ! 0.160 0.642 0.103 0.642 o 01063
[Public? Criterion . . -0.077 0.423 -0.633 - C 0423 -0.033
* [Fot tanch eriterion E 0.019 0.028 " 0.001 0.028 0.001
{8Sleriterion - | - ) 10.060 0.770 0.046 0.770 0.046
JCalifornia ' . : 0.495 0.075 - 0.037 0.075 - 0,037
~ |Constant - ' L 124 1.000 1241 C 000 . o124
L jZ= Sum of partial effects _ ' : 2250 . 2.396
" [Penetration among HI with incomes below 1.35 PGC = 1/(1+e7): 90.5% : 91.7%
Year 2002 Househo]ds below I 35 tlmcs thc poverty level ' : 19, 230 O{)O B (CPSH)
| Year 20{)2 Households that would have ta.ken phone servwe due to Llfelme change ' 229, 000 C=A*B
: Year 2005 Households be]ow 1 35 times thc poverty leve] 2 20 710 000 .D (CPSH)
Year 2005: Households that would have taken phonc serwce due to foelme change _ 247000 E=A*D
Notes:
! Assumes that states with 1.5 PGC criteria keep it
?Forecasted using CPSH data.
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
Section 2: Estimate changes from new policy

Low range:

Table 2.J
Breakdown of Lifeline subscribers with a nationwide 1.35 PGC (Year 2002)
| - a (Table 2.E) "B (Table 2.H) Temab
Households that ‘ Households with
. would sign up for Households new to telephone service that
Lifeline service telephone service would sign up for
dueto 1.35 PGC dueto 1.35 PGC Lifeline due to 1.35 PGC
1,066,000 229,000 837,000
1,180,000 . 229,000 951,000

High range:

Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
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Table 2.K :
" Breakdown of Llfehne subscribers with a nat10nw1de 1 35 PGC (Y ear 2005)
S Y ) 5 b (Tab1c2 T e
_ Households that _ Households with
would sign up for HOus_ehold_s new to. - telephone service that
- Lifeline service telephone service would sign up for
. S dueto 1.35 PGC dueto 1.35 PGC Lifeline due to.1.35 PGC
1Low range: 1,167,000 247,000 920,000 -
High range: 1,292,000 247,000 1,045,000
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Section 3: New policy: new levels resulting from a 1.35 PGC (as of July 1, 2003)
Table 3.A
Foregasted new Lifeline sub!scribers {Year 2005) .
Low range High range
a (Tabk 1.B) b (Table 1.8) ¢ (Tabk 2.F) d=bte ¢ (Tabke 2.F) £hie
. Forecasted basefine Addiiong] LL " New total Akitional LL New total
Forecasted | houschokls taking takers due to howsehokds takers due to househokds
Sttg hosehokls Liktine 1.35 PGC mkig Liine 1.35 PGC | mknglighe
1Akbamn 1,766,868 25,618 31,447 47,065 34810 60,428
Alaska " 336,684 24,567 2,115 26,681 2,341 26,908
Arizona 2,185,979 82 488 30,267 112,755 33,503 115,991
Arkansas 1,117,248 10,655 18,184 28,839 20,128 30,783
Califomia 11,675,997 3,162,324 0 3,162,324 0 3,162,324
Colorade 1,853,209 32,568 29,641 62,209 32,811 65,379
Comnecticut 1,560,766 65,570 14,587 80,156 16,147 81,716
Delawarg ~ 353,960 2,350 2,851 5242 3,156 5,547
DC 328 431 16,638 0 16,638 0 16,638
Flotida 1,875,457 167,936 135,981 303917 150,523 318,459 -
1Georgia 3,388.499 71224 52,796 130,021 58,442 135,667
IHawaii 430831 14,539 7405 21,944, 8,197 22,736
Hdaho 521,070 20,093 0 29,093 0 29,093
THiwis 5,322,380 95,948 49,190 145,139 54,451 150,399
Indiana 3,881,893 46,461 41,889 88,351 46,369 92,430
Towa 1,188,981 18,196 12,342 31,038 14218 32411
Kansas 1,169,256 14,794 19,651 34,445 21,753 36,546
Ketitucky 1,644,539 - 63,085 23,011 26,096 25472 88,557
Louisiana 1,777,645 22,650 34,676 57,325 13,384 61,034
Maie 720,589 107,956 8,687 116,643 9,616 111,572
Maryland 2,258,191 4358 37229 41,587 41,210 45,563
Massachsetis 4,801,968 178,441 33,048 21,489 36,582 215,023
Michigpn 4,386,388 132,031 0 132,031 0 132,031
Mingsota . 269978 54,115 18,591 72,706 20,579 74,694
IMississippi 1,204,582 24,766 21,434 46,200 23,726 43,492
IMissowi 2,302,085 34,3835 12,903 47489 14,283 48869
Momtana 420,615 17,541 1,571 25,118 3,387 25928
Nebraska 124,145 16,261 7,549 23,810 - 8,356 24,617
“|Nevada 1,068,492 49,112, 0 49,112 0 49112
New Hampshire 639,304 8,856 3,309 14,165 5817 14,733
New Jersey 3,671,381 52,537 43,919 96,456 48,616 101,153
[New Mexico 752,325 sLon 12,830 63,851 14202 65223
New York 7,759,204 532,594 109,022 641,616 ‘120,680 653,375
iNorth Carolioa 3,731,543 115,402 - 59674 173,076 6,055 181,457
[North Dakota 311,615 21,729 5,523 21,251 6,113 27342
Ohio 4,729,063 287,706 51,844 339,550 57388 345,094
Okhoms 1,423,636 122,222 23,562 143,733 26,081 144,303
|oregon 1,412,789 37,626 0 31,626 0 37,626
Penmsylvani 5221,614 101,819 40,429 142,248 44,752 146,572
Rhode Istand 508,546 54,795 6,704 61,499 7,420 62,216
South Carolina 1,629,353 22,569 24,207 46,776 26,796 49,365
South Dakota 358,303 31,543 3,853 35,396 4,268 35,208
Temnessee 2,621.206 53,717 3,317 59,034 3,671 59188
Texas 7,593,412 435,718 23,541 459,259 26,059 461,777
Utah 785,443 21,551 {} 21,551 [ 21,551
Vermont 296,953 34,193 0 34,193 0 14,193
Vigion 2,955,550 22,209 34,038 56,246 37678 59,386
Washington 2,565,534 89,167 28,376 117,543 31,410 126,577
West Viginin 764,140 4936 14,909 19,845 16,503 21,440
Wisconsi 2471029 71.397 20,140 97,537 22,294 99,691
Wyomeg 204,19 2204 229 4,300 2341 4743
Nationwide 118 045,768 6,775,000 1,167,000 7,942,000 1,292,000 3,067,000
Note: Some manbers i this table have been rounded.
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Table 3.B
Forecasted new Lifeline expenditures (Year 2005)

Section 3: New policy: new levels resulting from a 1.35 PGC (as of July 1, 2005)

Note: Some numbers in tlﬁs table have been rounded.
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Low range High range
a (Table 1.C) b (Table 2K} c=a*b d (Table 2.K) e=a*d
Annual federal Additional federal Total federal ‘Additional federal Total federal
Lifeline expenditures Lifeline expenditures  Lifeline expenditures Lifeline expenditures  Lifeline expenditures
State without 1.35 PGC with 1,35 PGC with 1.35 PGC - with 1.35 PGC with 1,35 PGC
Alabama $3,074,197 $3,773,626 $6,847,823 $4,177,184 $7,251,381
Alaska 52,948,007 §253,772 $3,201,779 $280,911 $3,228,918
Arizona $8,221,159 $3,016,523 $11,237,682 $3,339,116 $11,560,275
Arkansas $1,054,846 $1,800,188 $2,855,034 $1,992,704 $3,047,550
California $316,308,133 $0 $316,308,133 50 $316,308,133
Colorado $3,908,155 $3,556,976 $7,465,132 $3,937,366 $7,845,521
Connecticut $6,312,049 $1,404,187 37,716,236 31,554,353 $7,866,402
Delaware $234.348 $279,548 $513,896 $309,443 $543,791
DC $1,461,447 50 $1.461.447 10 $1,461,447
Florida $20,152,282 $16,317,721 836,470,003 318,062,768 $38,215,050
Georgia $9,266,937 $6,335,533 $15,602,470 $7,013,066 $16,280,003
Hawati $1.439,387 $733,088 $2,172,474 3811486 $2,250,872
Idaho $3,459,726 30 $3,459,726 30 $3,459,726
JHlinois $8,540,023 54,378,232 $12,918,255 $4.846.448 $13,386,471
Indiana $4,153,300 83,744,574 $7,897,874 $4,145,026 $8,298,326
lTowa $1,518,973 81,072,049 $2,591,022 $1,186,696 $2,705,669
Kansas 81,566,265 $2,080,563 $3,646,828 $2,303,063 53,869,327
Kentucky " $7,462,594 $2,722,020 $10,184,614- 33,013,118 $10,475,712
Lonisiana $2,242 338 - 83,432,915 $5,675,252 $3,800,037 $6,042,374
" |Maine -$12,867,569 $1,035426 $13,902,994 $1,146,156 $14,013,725
Maryland $476,493 $4,070,235 $4,546,728 $4,505,513 $4,982,006
. [Massachusetts $21,241,723 $3,934,001 $25,175,724 54,354,710 $25,596,434
Michigan '$13,010,610 © 80 . 813,010,610 30 $13,010,610
_ |Minnesota $4,569,718 $1,569,863 | $6,139,582 $1,737,748 $6,307,466
Mississippi $2,971,882 $2,572,113 85,543,994 $2,847,179 $5,819,061
Missouri '$2,938,649 $1,096,380 $4,035,029 $1,213,629 $4,152,278.
- [Montasia $2,104,915 3909,256 $3,014,171 - $1,006,493 $3,111,408
Nebraska $1,839,924 $354,199 $2,694,123 $945,549 $2,785,472
Nevada $4,640,695 $0 $4,640,695 S0 $4,640,695
New Hampshire $868,626 $520,691 51,389,317 $576,375 $1,445,001
New Jersey $5,014,836 $4,192,190 $9,207,027 $4,640,511 $9,655,347
New Mexico $6,122,532 $1,539,560 $7,662,091 31,704,203 $7,826,735
New York $62,842,179 $12,863,739 $75,705,918 314,239,411 $77,081,589
North Carolina $13,457472 $6,958,802 $20,416,274 $7,702,989 $21,160,451
Nerth Dakota 32,607,431 $662,744 $3,270,175 $733,619 $3,341,051
Ohio $25,315,775 34,561,810 $29,877,583 $5,049,659 $30,365,434
Oklahoma 511,410,768 $2,199,741 813,610,510 52,434 986 $13,845,754
Qregon $4,515,156 $0 $4,515,156 - 34,515,156
Pennsylvania $11,028,901 $4,379,192 $15,408,093 $4.847,511 315,876,412
Rhode Island $6,522,833 $797,991 $7,320,824 $883,330 $7,406,163
" |Scuth Carolina $2,702,025 $2,898.,061 $5,600,085 $3,207,985 $5,910,009
South Dakota 83,106,151 §379.405 $3,485,556 $419,980 $3,526,131
TFennessee $6,613,430 $393,658 $7,007,088 $435,757 $7,049,187
Texas $46,540,253 $2,514,529 $49,054,782 $2,783,437 $49,323,690
Utah $2,569,386 56 $2,569,386 50 $2,569,386
Vermont $4.075,759 $0 §4.075,759 $0 $4,075,759
Virginia $2,514,557 $3,853,841 $6,368,398 $4,265.978 56,780,534
Washington $10,289,790 $3,274,503 $13,564,293 $3,624,684 $13,914,475
West Virginia $547914 $1,654,941 $2,202,855 $1,831,923 $2,379,837
Wisconsin $7,173,137 $1,866,563 $9,039,700 52,066,177 $9,239,314
Wx (r)ming' _ 5264475 $275.487 ~ $539.963 $304,9_49 $569.424
Nationwide s 706,000,000 - . $__1.27.,00Q;900' ' $833,000,000 7 7$140,700‘0',(_)00 _ ' - $846.000000
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Analysis II:
Examination of a 1.50 PGC

Introduction

The Joint Board recommended the FCC add an income-based criterion to the federal eligibility
criteria for Lifeline. The Joint Board also recommended that the income-based criterion be set at
1.35 times the Federal Poverty Guidelines. Thus, households with incomes at or below 1.35
times the Federal Poverty Guidelines would be eligible for Lifeline.

Some commenters suggest raising the criterion to 1.50 times the Federal Poverty Guidelines
(FPG), based on the observation that LIHEAP uses a criterion of 1.50 times the FPG. The
commenters argue that it would be loglcally inconsistent to use 1.35 for Lifeline directly, but
1.50 indirectly, through LIHEAP." This analysis examines the costs and benefits of a
nationwide implementation of a 1.50 PGC. This study uses the same steps as the analysis of a
1.35 PGC. _

It is possible to calculate the number of additional Lifeline subscribers resulting from a 1.50 FPG
with just a few tables, but this analysis includes the same tables as the preceding study on the
effects of a 1.35 PGC so that the two analyses can be more easily compared The nature of the

telephone subscribership model is such that it must be rerun to examine whether a 1.50 FPG
. would increase telephone subscribership over a 1.35 FPG. The methodology used to examine

the effects of a 1.50 FPG criterion for Lifeline remains the same.

Step 1: Create'Bas_e_li_ﬁes

The tables in this section examine the mumber of Lifeline subscribers, the number of households '
that are eligible for Lifeline, and the Lifeline subscription rate. These tables in Step I are the
same as the tables in the main staff analysis. :

Baseline Lifeline subscription rates for Year 2002. .Natlonally, 17. 8% of households are
estimated to have been eligible for Lifeline. Of these eligible households an estunated 33.7%
subscribed to Lifeline. (See Table 1.A).

Forecasted Baseline Lifeline subscription rates for 2005. There will be an estimated 118.0
million households in 2003, and 6.8 million of those households are expected to take Lifeline
under existing rules. (See Table 1.B).

Forecasted Baseline federal Lz‘feline expenditures for 2005. Forecasted federal Lifeline
expenditures under exist_ing rules in 2005 are $706 million. (See Table 1.C).

Consumer Coalition Comments at 2; Commissioner Wllson Pa PUC Reply Comments at 2-3; TOPC Comments at
5- 6 USCCB Comments at 4-5.
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Step 2: Estimate Changes due to New Policy

This section quantifies the number of additional households that would become eligible for

Lifeline, the number of households that would subscribe to Lifeline, and the number of
additional households that would subscribe to telephone service due to the nationwide
implementation of a 1,50 PGC. (This analysis assames that states without a PGC for Lifeline
and states with a PGC below 1.50 adopt a 1.50 PGC.) This section then calculates the increased
federal Lifeline expenditures resulting from the increased number of households taking Lifeline
due to the 1.50 PGC. CPSH data are used to determine the number of additional households that
would become eligible for Lifeline. Two regression analyses are used to determine the number
of additional households that would subscribe to Lifeline and the number of houscholds that
would take telephone service due to a 1.50 PGC.

Change to Lifeline eligibility in 2002 and 2005 resulting from a 1.50 PGC, We predict that an
additional 8.7 percent of total households would qualify for Lifeline under the 1.50 PGC, and

‘this would qualify an additional 10.4 million households in 2005.

The demographic data from each household in 2002 CPSH data are examined to determine

~ eligibility with and without a 1.50 PGC." For 2002, the number of households that would have
- become eligible with a 1.50 PGC is calculated. These estimates are then used to determine the

number of households that would become eligible for Lifeline with a 1.50 PGC in 2005. Table

o -2.A presents the information for 2002 and 2.B presents the information for the Year 2005.

Change to szelme eligibility in 2002 and 2005 resultmg from a 1.50 PGC. We predict that an

additional 6.7 percent of total households would qualify for Lifeline under the 1.50 PGC. This
translates inito 7.4 million households in 2002 and 8.1 million households in 2005. |

‘The demographic data from each household in the CPSH data are examined to determine

whether it was eligible for Lifeline in 2002 under existing rules, and whether it would have -
become eligible for Lifeline with a 1.50 PGC. This allows us to estimate the increase in Lifeline
eligibility that results from a 1.50 PGC for 2002, which in turn, allows us to estimate the effects

- for 2005. Table 2.A presents the information for 2002 and 2.B presents the information for
2005. '

Change to Lifeline subscribership in 2002 and 2005 resulting from a 1,50 PGC. We predict that
if states without a PGC (and states with PGCs at 1.33 or lower) adopted a 1.50 PGC, there would
be a significant increase in the number of low-income households that would. take Lifeline.
Nationwide, for 2002, the number of additional Lifeline takers would be between 2.67 million
and 2.94 million. For 2005, the number of additional Lifeline subscribers would be between
2.91 million and 3.22 million.

Change to federal Lifeline expenditures for 2005 is forecasted. We predict that federal Lifeline
expenditures would increase by $316 million to $348 million if all states implemented a 1.50
PGC.

The forecasted change to federal Lifeline expenditures is calculated by multiplying the
forecasted increase in the number of Lifeline subscribers in each state by the expected federal

K-31



Federal Communications Commission FCC 04-87
expenditures per Lifeline subscriber in that state. The sum of state-by-state changes in the
amount of federal expenditures forms the national total. (See Table 2.G).

Forecasted change to telephone subscribership for 2005. Unlike the regression model
predicting the increase in Lifeline subscribership, the results from the model predicting the

_increase in telephone subscribership cannot be directly used to estimate increased telephone

subscribership with a 1.50 PGC. The model must be rerun with slightly different variables.

If a 1.50 PGC will increase telephone subscribership more than a 1.35 PGC, then it must do so
for those households with incomes between 1.35 and 1.50 times the FPG. This study therefore

“examines whether households in that income range are more likely to take telephone service if

they are in a state with a 1.50 PGC. This study uses the same methodology as is used in the
preceding section. There are only three differences between this model and the one in the
preceding section. First, the sample for this study is those households with incomes between
1.35 and 1.50 times the FPG."' Second, the variable “State has 1.50 poverty guidelines criterion”
was used in lieu of “state has 1.33 or higher poverty guidelines criterion for Lifeline.” Third,
some variables were excluded from this model. The eligibility variables were excluded because,
as a whole, they were not statistically significant. The California variable was also excluded
because the variable of interest, “State has 1.50 poverty guidelines criterion,” was negative when
the variable “Cal1fom1a” was included. As that resuIt is implausible, the variable “California”

was-omitted.!?

. Table 2.H shows the results of the model. The variable “State has 1.50 poverty guidelines

- criterion for Lifeline” is not significant. This suggests that raising the PGC criterion from 1.35 to
. 1.50 would not result in a statistically sxgmﬁcant increase in the number of households that take

- telephone service. This result is somewhat surprising. A.1.50 FPG lowers the cost of telephone

- service to these households, so logically, more of these households should take telephone

service. The result suggests that the number of these households with incomes between 1.35 and
1.50 times the FPG that would newly take telephone service because of the new availability of
Lifeline is too small to be measured.

Because the logit-regression model indicates that no additional households would newly take

telephone service due to a wide-spread adoption of a 1.50 PGC, Tables 2.1 and 2.J, which would
calculate the number of additional households taking telephone service due to the change, were
not computed.

1 The model in the prebeding section used households with incomes below 1.35 times the FPG.

* The variable “California” was significant, however, 5o a strong case could be made not to drop it. Because
neither specification produced a positive and statistically significant result on the variable “State has a 1.50 PGC”,
the issue is essentially moot. The only reason it is not entirely moot is that some might be inclined to attempt to use

~ the coefficient on “State has a 1.50 PGC” as a best guess to calculate the number of additional households that might

take telephone setvice with a 1.50 PGC. This would be incorrect, because when the variable “California” is
mcluded the coefficient on “State has a 1.50 PGC” is negative, another indication that there is no benefit to a 1.50
PGC overa 1.35 PGC.
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Step 3: Apply Changes to Baselines to Compute New Program Levels

The new levels of Lifeline subscribership and federal expenditures are shown in two tables.
First, the new total of Lifeline subscribers is calculated, and then the increased federal Lifeline
- expenditures are calculated.

Forecasted New Policy Levels for L;félme subscribership in 2005. We predict that if all states
implement a 1.50 PGC for Llfelme an estimated 10 million households would subscnbe to -
Lifeline.

Here the forecasted increase in Lifeline subscribers is added to the forecasted baseline number of
subscribers to cteate the new forecasted number of Lifeline subscribers in 2005 with the 1.35
. PGC. (See Table 3.A).

Forecasted New Policy Levels for federal Lifel?ne expenditures. We predict that if all states
-implement a 1.50 PGC for Lifeline, federal Lifeline expenditures are forecasted to be in the
range of $1.02 billion to $1.05 billion.

- ‘Here the forecasted increase in federal Lifeline expenditures is added to the forecasted baseline

federal Lifeline expenditures to create the new forecasted federal Llfelme expenditures in 2005
Wlth the 1.50 PGC. (See Table3 -B).
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Section 1: Baseline Information
Table 1.A
Baseline Lifeline subscription information (Year 2002)

a (CPSH data) b (CPSH data) c=a*b d (USAC data) e=die
Percentage of Housebolds that Households  Percentage of
HH that-would qualify ~ would qualify that took households that
Households for Lifeline (LL) for Lifeline Lifeline took Lifeline
State in 2002 under existing rules  unider existing rules 2002 in2002
Alabama 1,752,018 17.0% 297,228 25,403 8.5%
Alaska 224,499 23.2% 52,146 23,302 44.7%
Arizona 1,939,473 14.4% 279,334 73,186 26.2%
Arkansas 1,059,049 23.0% 243,997 10,100 41%
California 11,935,960 20.5% 2,451,057 3,232,732 131.9%
Colorado " 1,690,526 2.7% 45,808 29,709 64.9%
Connecticut 1,381,915 13.7% 188,857 58,056 30.7%
Delaware 310,968 10.9% 33,946 2,100 6.2%
DC 269,356 23.5% 63,327 13,645 21.5%
Florida 6,683,618 15.8% 1,052,902 142,521 13.5%
Georgia 3,172,213 14.3% 452,827 68,266 15.1%
Hawaii 418,526 8.6% 36,185 14,124 39.0%
Idaho 495,397 25.3% 125,089 27,660 22.1%
Tllinois - 4,836,881 16.4% 793,394 37,188 11.0%
Indiana. 2,501325 12.4% * 309,568 40,326 13.0%
Towa 1,163,128 14.6% 170241 17,800 10.5%
[Kansas 1,088,752 12.3% 133,747 13,775 103%
Kentucky 1,583,371 21.0% 332,295 60,739 - 18.3%
{Louisiana 1,668,964 17.2% 287,759 21,265 74%
Maine 571277 ©22.5% 128,698 85,587 66.5%
Maryland . 2,083,956 2.8% 57,849 4,022 7.0%
JMassachusetts 2,584,626 16.4% 423,706 164,600 38.8%
‘PMichigan - 3,547,084 26.2% 1,032,526 118,794 11.5%
JMinnesota 1,994,754 14.0% 278,453 47,554 - 17.1%
FMlississippi 1,097,592 29.7% 326,524 22,566 - 6.9%
{Missouri 2,217,997 T 14.6% " 324,392 33,322 10.3%

_ |Montana 379,228 14.2% 53,704 15,815 29.4%
Nebraska 678,736 13.1% 89,251 15,241 17.1%
Nevada 809,411 19.8% 160,611 37,204 23.2%
New Hampshire 523,968 12.3% 64,338 7253 11.3%
INew Jersey 3,262,561 13.3% 435283 46,687 10.7%

‘INew Mexico 698,282 21.7% 151,749 47,356 31.2%
‘New York 7,294,127 21.6% 1,578,737 500,671 31.7%
{North Carolina 3,217,678 19.2% 616,817 99,510 16.1%
North Dakota 275,725 13.7% 37,712 19,226 51.0%
Ohio 4,595,674 15.8% 726,907 279,591 38.5%
Oklahoma 1,366,274 17.7% 241,259 117297 48.6%
Oregon 1,366,819 250% 341,162 36,402 10.7%
[Pennsylvania 4,863,997 12.0% 584,754 94,846 16.2%
Rhode Island 428,672 18.2% 78,185 46,189 59.1%
South Carolina 1,574,457 18.4% 285,051 21,809 1.5%
South Dakota 308,026 17.6% 54211 27,117 50.0%
Tennessee 2,307,548 33.1% 764,595 49,050 6.4%
Texas 7,493242 25.4% 1,901,378 429,970 22.6%
JUtah 716,224 22.2% 159,072 19,652 12.4%
Vermont 259,765 32.9% 85439 129,911 35.0%
Virginia 2,759,677 11.3% 312,574 20,730 6.6%
Washington 2,397,497 16.4% 393,513 83,327 21.2% -
West Virginia 759,332 19.8% 150,381 4,905 3.3%
Wisconsin 2,181,649 11.5% 250,155 68,333 27.3%
Wyoming 196,973 15.0% 29,449 2,126 12%
[Nationwide 109,388,768 17.8% 19,472,000 6,558,560 33.7%

Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
Source; Current Population Survey of Households (CPSH) March 2002 data.
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S;ction 1: Baseline Information

Table 1.B
Baseline Lifeline subscription information {Year 2005)
a{Tabk LA} | b(CPSH) c=a*b dratc ¢ (Table 1.A) f=dve g(Table 1.A) I=f*g
Growth (Yoss) Expected | . Percertage of Households that Lifeling take Expected HH
172002 - 7/2005 | New (fewer) total _ HH that would would qualify ratg for HH that | that would take
Households based on _houscholds. | househokls |  qualify HHir LL Bor Lifelme quafify under Lifeline under
State 2002 11/2000:1/2002') 102005 | Juby2005 | waderexistingrues | wderexiingrules |  exstingruls | existingnues
{Adabama 1,742,018 0.8% 14,849 | 1766868 17.0% 299,747 8.5% 25,618
Alaska 224499 - 5.4% 12,185 336,684 233% 34,971 44.7% 24,567
Arizona 1,939473 12.7% 246,506 | 2188979 14.4% 314,837 26.2% 82,488
[|Arkansas 1,059,049 5.5% 58,199 | 1,117,248 23.0% 257,406 4.1% 10,635
Califymia 11,935,960 -2.2% -259.963 | 11,675,997 20.5% 2,397,673 131.9% 3,162,324
|Cobrado 1,690,326 9.6% 162,683 | 1,833,209 2. 7% 50216 64.9% 32,568
|Conecticut 1,381,915 12.9% 178,850 | 1360766 13.7% 213,300 30.7% 65,570
IDelaware 310,968 13.8% 42,992 353,960 10.9% 38,639 6.2% 2,390
DC 269,356 21.9% 59,075 328,431 23.5% 71216 21.5% 16,638
Florida 6,683,618 17.8% 1,191,839 | 7875457 15.8% 1,240,658 13.5% 167,936
Georgi 3,172,213 13.1% 416,286 1 3,588.4%9 14.3% - 512,351 15.1% 77,224
Hawaii 418,526 2.9% 12,305 430,831 8.6% 37249 39.0% 14,539
Tdzho 495,397 52% 25673 521,070 153% 131,572 22.1% 29,093
|Himois 4,336 881 10.0% 485,999 | 3,322,380 16,4% - 873,112 11.0% 95,948
Indiana 2,501,325 15.2% 380,568 | 2,881,893 12.4% 336,667 13.0% 46,461
- Jlowa . 1,163,128 2.2% 25,853 | 1,188,981 14.6% 174,025 10.5% 18,196
 [Kensas’ 1,088,752 7.4% 80,504 | 1,169256 12.3% 143,636 10.3% 14,794
| Kentucky 1,583,371 3.9% 61,169 | 1644539 21.0% 345,132 18.3% 63,085
‘| Louisiana’ 1,668,964 6.5% 108,680 | 1,777,645 17.2% 306,498 7.4% 22,650
‘{Maine 5712717 26.1% 149,312 120,589 12.5% 162,335 66.5% 107,956
{Maryland 2,083,956 8.4% 174,235 | 2,258,191 2.8% 62,685 . 1.0% 4,358
Massachusetts 2,584,626 8.4% 217,343 | 2,801,968 16.4% 459335 38.3% 178,441
{sichigan 3,947,084 t1% 439803 | 4,386,888 6.2% 1,147,575 11.5% 132,031 -
_|Minmesota 1,994,754 13.8% 275,225 1 2269978 14.0% 316,872 17.1% 54,115
" |Miksissippi 1,097,592 9.7% 106,991 { 1204382 29 7% 358,353 6.9% 24,766
Missouri 2,211,997 3.8% 34,088 | 2302,083 14.6% 336,690 10.3% 34,585
- [Montana 379,228 10.9% 41,387 430,615 14.2% 59,365 29.4% 17,541
{Nebraska 678,136 6.7% 43,400 724,145 13.1% 93,222 . 17.1% 16,261
Nevada 809,411 32.0% 250,081 | 1,068,492 19.8% 212,021 23.2% -49,112
INew Hampshire 523,968 2.1% - 115836 .| 639804 12.3% 78,561 11.3% 8,856
[New Jersey 3,262,361 12.5% 408,819 | 3,671,381 13.3% 489,827 10.7% . 52,531
New Mexico 698,282 T.7% 54,043 752,325 2L 7% 163,494 31.2% 31,021
|New York 7.294,127 6.4% 465,077 | 1,139,204 21.6% 1,679,398 31.7% 532,594
INorth Carolina 3217678 16.0% 513866 | 3,731,543 19.2% 715,324 16.1% 115,402
North Dakota 275,125 13.0% 35,890 311,615 13.7% 42,621 51.0% 21,729
Ohio 4,393,674 2.9% 133,391 | 4,729,065 15.8% 748,006 38.5% 287,706
Oklahoma 1,366,214 4.2% 57,363 1,421,636 t1.7% 251,388 48.6% 122222
Oregon 1,366,819 3.4% 45970 | 1412,7%9 25.0% 352,636 10.7% 37,626
Pennsylvania 4,863,997 7.4% 357618 | 3221614 12.0% 627,747 16.2% 101,819
Rhode Island 428,672 18.6% 79,874 508,546 18.2% 92,733 59.1% 54795
South Carolea 1,574,457 35% 54,896 1,629,353 18.4% 299,129 7.5% 22,569
|South Dakota 308,026 16.3% 50279 358,303 17.6% 63,060 50.0% 31,543
[Tennessee 2,307,548 13.6% 313,658 | 2,621206 33.1% 868,524 6.4% 55,717
Texas 7,493,242 1.3% 100,170 | 7,391,412 25.4% 1,926,796 22.6% 435,718
Utsh 716,224 9.7%: 69218 785,443 22.2% 174,445 12.4% 21,551
Venmont 259,763 14.3% 37,188 296,953 32.% 97,670 35.0% 34,193
Vieginia 2,750.677 7.1% 196,873 | 2,956,550 11.3% 334,873 6.6% 22209
- |Washington 2,397,497 1.0% 168,037 | 235653534 16.4% 421,094 21.2% 89,167
TWest Virginia 759,332 0.6% 4,808 764,140 19.8% 151,333 13% 4,936
Wisconsin 2,181,649 13.3% 289,380 | 2471029 11.3% 283,336 21.3% 11,397
Wyomning 196,973 3.7% 1,223 204,196 15.0% 30,529 71.2% 2,204
[Nationwide 109,388 768 7.7% 8,657,000 |118,045,768 17.8% 21,013,000 33.7% 6,775,000
! 1.75 times the 2-year growth (2000-2002) equals the growth over 3.5 years.
Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded. | {
Source: Current Population Survey of Househokds (CPSE) March 2000 and 2002 data. B
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F orecasted baseline Lifeline expendltures {Year 2005)

Section 1: Baseline Information
Table 1.C

“a (staff estlmate)

b=a*12

Monthly federal support  Annual federal

e (Tab]e 1.B)

Expected Households taking Forecasted Lifeline expenditures|

d=b*c

State pet line in 20053 support per line  Lifeline under existing rules nader existing mules
Alabama $10.00 $120.00 © 25618 $3,074,197
Alaska $10.00 $120.00 24,567 $2,948.007
- |Arizona $8.31 $99.67 82,488 $8,221,159
Arkansas $8.25 $99.00 10,655 $1,054,846
California $8.34 $106.02 3,162,324 $316,308,133
Colorado $10.00 $120.00 32,568 $3,908,155
Conngcticut $8.02 $96.26 65,570 $6,312,049
Delaware $8.17 $98.04 2,390 $234,348
DC $7.32 $387.84 16,638 $1,461,447
Florida $10.00 -$120.00 167,936 520,152,282
Georgia $10.00 $120.00 71,224 $9,266,937
Hawaii $8.25 §99.00 14,539 $1,439,387
Idaho - $99 $118.92 29,093 $3,459,726
Tllinois $7.42 $89.01 95,948 $£8,540,023
Indiana $745 $89.39 46,461 54,153,300
Towa $6.96 $83.48 18,196 $1,518,973
Kansas §$8.82 $105.87 14,794 $1,566,265
Kentucky $9.86 §118.29 63,085 $7,462,594
Louisiana $8.25 $99.00 22,650 $2,242 338
‘Maine $9.93 $119.19 107,956 $12,867,569
Maryland $9.11 $109.33 4,358 $476,493
Massachusetis $9.92 $119.04 178,441 $21,241,723
" |[Michigan. $8.21 - $98.54 132,031 $13,010,610
Mingesota | §7.04 $34.44 54,115 $4,569,718
Missigsippi $10.00 - $120.00 24,766 $2,971,882
Missouri $7.08 - $34.97 34,585 $2,538,649
Montana $10.00 © $120.00 17,541 $2,104,915
[Nebraska §9.43 $113.15 16,261 $1,839,924
"' [Nevada $7.87 $94.49 49,112 $4,640,695
" {New Hampshire $8.17 $98.08 8,856 $868,626
New Jersey ~§$795 $95.45 52,537 $5,014,836
New Mexico $10.00 $120.00 51,021 $6,122.532
New York $9.83 $117.99 532,394 $62,842,179
North Carolinz $9.72 $116.61 115,402 313457472
. |North Dakota $10.00 $120.00 21,729 $2,607.431
Chip $7.33 $87.99 287,706 - 825,315,775
Oklahoma $7.78 $93.36 122,222 $11,410,768
Oregon $10.00 $120.00 37,626 $4,515,156
Pennsylvania . $9.03 $108.32 101,819 $11,028,901
Rhode Island $9.92 $119.04 54,795 $6,522,833
South Carolina $9.98 $119.72 22,569 $2,702,025
South Dakota §8.21 $93.47 31,543 $3,106,151
Tennessee $9.89 $118.70 55,717 $6,613,430
Texas $8.90 $106.81 435,718 $46,540,253
Utah - $9.94 $119.22 21,551 $2,569,386
Vermont $9.93 §$119.20 34,193, $4,075,759
Virginia _ $9.44 $113.22 22,209 $2,514,557
‘Washington $9.62 $115.40 89,167 510,289,790
{West Virginia 5925 $i1L.00 4,936 $547,914
Wisconsin $7.72 $92.68 77,397 $7.173,137
. Wyon_t_i_n_g" - $10.00 5120 00 » . 2204 $264 475
NationWidé ) ~Not applicable - Not aEEhcable ) 6,775, 000, $706 000 000

' Estimate of monthly federal expenditures includes the Subscriber Line Charge (SLC), $1 75 and any federal matching funds
for that state, SLC amounts were estimated on a company-by-company basis, and are based on rules established by the CALLS
and MAG proceedings. The SLC for each state is a weighted average based on the number of Lifeline subscribers served by

each carrier in the state.

Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
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Sectlon 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new pohcy
Table 2.A
Estlmated add1t10na1 Lifeline-eligible households usmg a natlonw1de l 50 PGC (Y ear 2002)

Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.

K-37

a (Table 1. A) b (CPSH data) —bla }
Households Additional households that Additional households (%) that
State in 2002 would qualify with a 1.5 PGC would gualify with a 1.5 PGC
Alabama 1,752,018 256,491 - 14.6%
Alaska 224,499 16,090 7.2%
Arizona 1,939,473 235,401 12.1%
Arkansas 1,059,049 154,167 14.6%
California 11,935,960 0 0.0%
Colorado 1,690,526 222,464 132%
Connecticut 1,381,915 110,365 8.0%
Delaware 310,968 22,559 7.3%
DC 269,356 0 0.0%
Florida 6,683,618 981,969 14.7%
Georgia 3,172,213 401,966 12.7%
Hawaii 418,526 62,311 14.9%
Idaho 495,397 19,115 3.9%
Dlinois 4,836,881 414,479 8.6%
Indiana 2,501,325 334,218 13.4%
JTowa 1,163,128 114,108 9.8%
Kansas- 1,088,752 148,384 13.6%
Kentucky 1,583,371 203,808 12.9%
Louisiana 1,668,964 278,378 16.7%
Maine 571,277 58,443 10.2%
 |Marytand 2,083,956 277,035 13.3%
‘[Massachuseits- 2,584,626 272,646 10.5%
‘IMichigan 3,947,084 ] 0.0%
Minnesota 1,994,754 137,500 6.9%
JMississippi’ 1,097,592 178,003 16,2%
" |Missour 2,217,997 132,829 6.0%
Montana 379,228 60,091 15.8%
. |Nebraska 678,736 62,530 9.2%
Nevada 809,411 0 0.0%
New Hampshire 523,968 39,079 7.5%
New Jersey 3,262,561 347,871 10.7%
New Mexico 698,282 101,850 14.6%
New York 7,294,127 831,139 11.4%
North Caroliria 3,217,678 425,055 13.2%
North Dakota 275,725 43,283 15.7%
Ohio 4,595,674 429,961 9.4%
Oklahoma 1,366,274 202,226 14.8%
Oregon 1,366,819 29,048 2.1%
Pennsylvania 4,863,997 365,771 7.5%
Rhode Island 428,672 51,691 12.1%
South Carolina 1,574,457 177,234 11.3%
South Dakota 308,026 27,625 9.0%
Tennessee 2,307,548 61,918 2.7%
Texas 7,493,242 364,564 4.9%
Utah 716,224 19,425 2.7%
Vermont 259,765 0 0.0%
Virginia 2,759,677 270,158 9.83%
Washington 2,397,497 236,432 9.9%
West Virginia 759,332 126,545 16.7%
‘Wisconsin 2,181,649 167,455 7.7%
Wyoming 196,973 21,734 . 11.0%
Nationwide 109,388.768 9,495,000 _ 8.7%
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Estimated add1t1ona1 L1felme-ehg1ble households usmg a nationwide 1.50 PGC (Year 2005)

Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
Table 2.B

a (Table 1 B)

b (Table 2 A)

c—a*b

Additionat houscholds that

Forecasted Additional households (%) that
State Households in 2005  would qualify with a 1.5 PGC would qualify with a 1.5 PGC
Alabama 1,766,868 14.6% 258,665
Alaska 236,684 7.2% 16,963
Arizona 2,185,979 12.1% 265,320
Arkansas 1,117,248 14.6% 162,639
California 11,675,997 0.0% 0
Colorado 1,853,209 13.2% 243,872
[Connecticut 1,560,766 8.0% 124,648
Delaware 353,960 73% 25,677
DC 328,431 0.0% 0
Florida 7,875,457 14.7% 1,157,077
Georgia 3,588,499 12.7% 454,716
Hawaii 430,831 14.9% 64,143
Idaho 521,070 3.9% 20,106
Tlinois 5,322,880 8.6% 456,124
Indiana 2,881,893 13.4% 385,069
Towa 1,188,981 0.8% 116,644
Kansas 1,169,256 13.6% 159,356
Kentucky -1,644,539 12.9% 211,682
Louisiana 1,777,645 16.7% 296,506
Maine 720,589 102% 73,718
IMaryland 2,258,191 13.3% - 300,198
_|Massachusetts 2,801,968 10.5% 295,573
{Michigan 4,386,888 - 0.0% 0
Minnesota 2,269,978 6.9% . . 156,472
Mississippi 1,204,582 16.2% 195,354
Missouri 2,302,085 6.0% 137,865
" IMontana 420,615 15.8% 66,649
Nebraska 724,145 9.2% 66,713
Nevada 1,068,492 0.0% 0
New Hampshire 639,804 7.5% 47,718
New Jersey 3,671,381 10.7% 391462
New Mexico 752,325 14.6% 109,732 -
New York 7,759,204 11.4% 884,133
North Carolina - 3,731,543 13.2% 492,937
North Dakota 31015 15.7% 48,917
Chio 4,729,065 9.4% 442,441
Oklahoma 1,423,636 14.8% 210,716
Oregon 1,412,739 2.1% 30,025
Pennsylvania 5,221,614 1.5% 392,664
Rhode Island. 508,546 12.1% 61,322
South Carolina 1,629,353 11.3% 183,413
South Dakota 358,305 9.0% 32,135
Tennessee 2,621,206 2.7% 70,334
Texas 7,593,412 4.9% 369,437
[Utah 785,443 2.7% -+ 21,303
- |Vermont 296,953 0.0% 0
Virginia 2,956,550 9.8% 289,431
Washington 2,565,534 9.9% 253,003
West Virginia 764,140 16.7% 127,347
Wisconsin. 2 471,029 71.7% 189,667
] Wx(_)mmg 204 196 11.0% 22,531
- INationwide 118 045,768 _8.7% 10 382.000

Note: Some numbers in thls table have been rounded.
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
Table 2.C
Regression analysis: Would Lifeline take rates’ increase due to
 anationwide implementation of a 1.50 PGC?

.Regressidn Model _
D_e_mdeﬂf var‘iabld:- Lifeliné take rate Specification 1 (Low Range) Specification 2 (High Range)
Independent variables Coefficient  t-statistic Coefficient t-statistic
Amount that state’s PGC is above 1.253 0.554 1.78 0.612° 1.99
California 0.990 5.95 0.992 5.96
Total support : 0.010 1.02
{Constant 0.082 .88 0.173 769
Sample size: 51 i RS 03636 ] _0.5539

Conclusmn Yes, for both @et:lﬁcatlons, the coefﬁc:lent on "Amount that state’s PGC ig above 1. 25" is positive

..and statlstlcally 51g111ﬂcant

Result

Q If a state \mthout a PGC (or a state w1th 4 PGC below 1 .5) added al 5 PGC
how_much wouldrthe take rate mcrease'T' e

Increasein

‘Amount 1.5 PGC portion that would
Coefficient is above 1.25 take Lifeling®
|Low range: ' _ ' ' 0.554... . . 0.25 ' 0.139

High range: - : - 0.612 . 025 _ 0.153

A: The 'téke rate would rise by 13.9'to 153 percentage points. ' _ '
Notes: : : -
! The Lifeline take rate is the number of households that take Liféline divided by the number of households with
income at or below 1.5 times the poverty guidelines. For more information on the regression, see Technical Appendlx 1.
2 Significant at the 10% level in a two-tailed test.
3 For instance, if a state has a 1.5 poverty guidelines criterion, then the variable has a value of .25 (=1.5 - 1 25)
If a state has no poverty guidelines criteria, or if the state's poverty guidelines criteria is at or below 1.25, then the variable
has a value of 0.

* This means that if a state raised its PGC from 1.25 to 1.50, then, on average, the percentage of poor
households that take Lifeline would rise by 13.9 to 15.3 percentage points. Similarly, on average, a state adding
a 1.50 PGC where no PGC existed would increase its Lifeline take rate by 13.9 to 15.3 percentage points.
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Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new pohcy
"Table 2.D
Estimated additional Lifeline subscrxbersh1p with a nationwide 1.50 PGC

S (CPSH A "B (T2ble 2.C) =T
Households with incomes at or below : Additional househelds that Additional
1.50 times the poverty guidelines in states - would take Lifeline Lifeline takers
‘with 1.33 or lower PGCs (Year 2002)! due to 1.50 PGC due to 1.50 PGC
Low range: 19,232,000 . 13.9% 2,665,000
Highmnge . JO22000 L 1S3%, 2940000

Q: Of the households that would become eligible to take Lifeline because of 2 1.5 PGC, what pel-'.centage would do so only
because of the 1.5 PGC?

A (Column c, above) . B(Table2.A) C=A/B
Additional households that Additional househiolds that Percentage of newly eligible
would have taken Lifeline would have become eligible households that would

duetoa l.SPGC dueto a 1.5 PGC tzke Lifeline witha 1.5 PGC
2,665,000 ' 9,495,000 28.1%
2,940,000 9,495,000 . - 31.0%

A1 28.1% 10 31.0% of the households that would become eligible for Ufe].inc would subscribe.

Notes

! The regressmn analysis presented in Table 2.C exammed Lifeline take rates among households with incomes at or below 1,5 tlmes the
federal poverty guldelmmc This value mcludes households in statés without a poverty level criterion for Lifeline.

Source: Current jPopula_hon Survey'of Hous_eholds (CPSH) March 2002 data.
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. Table 2.E :
Estimated state-by-state additional Lifeline subscribers using a 1.50 PGC (Year 2002)
R T Low range ) ’ " Highrange
a(Table 2.A) b (Table 2.D) c=a*b d (Table 2.D) e=a*d
Additional HH Take rate among Additional LL Take rate among ~ Additional LL
that would qualify if |  HH that qualify takers due'to " HH that qualify takers dueto
State L3 PGC wergadded | d 1.5 P L5 PGC dueto 1.5 PGC L5 PGC
Alabama 256,491 28.1% 71,990 31.0% 19,419
Alaska 16,090 28.1% 4,516 310% 4,982
Arizona 235,401 28.1% 66,071 31.0% 72,889 .
Arkansas 154,167 28.1% 4327 31.0% 47,736
(California ] 28.1% 0 " 31.0% 0
Colorado 222,464 28.1% T 62,440 31.0% 68,883
Connecticut 110,365 28.1% 30,977 31.0% 34,173
Delaware 22,559 28.1% 6,332 31.6% 6,985
DC 0 28.1% 0 31.0% 0
Florida 981,969 28.1% 275,613 31.0% 304,054
Georgia 401,966 28.1% 112,821 31.0% 124,463
Hawaii 62,311 28.1% 17,489 31.0% 19,294
Idako 19,115 28.1% * 5,365 31.0% 5,919
Ilkinois 414,479 28,1% 116,333 31.0% 128,338
Tndiana 334218 28.1% 93,806 31.0% -103,486
Towa 114,108 28.1% 32,027 310% 35,332
Kansas v 148,384 28.1% 41,648 31.0% 45,945
 [Kentucky © 203,308 28.1% 57,204 31.0% 63,106
Loujsiana 278,378 28.1% - 78,134 31.0% 86,196
Maine 58,443 28.1% 16,403 31.0% 18,096
Maryland - 271035 28.1% 77,757 31.0% 85,780
| Massachnseits 272,646 28.1% 76,525 31.0% 4,421
Michigark [t 28.1% 0 31.0% ]
Minnesota, 137,500 . 28.1% --38,593 31.0% 42,575
[Mlississippi 178,003 28.1% 49,961 31.0% 55,116
(Missouri 132,829 28.1% 37,282 31.0% 41,129
Montana 60,091 28.1% 16,866 31.0% 18,606
Nebraska 62,530 28.1% 17,551 31.0% 19,362
Nevada 0 28.1% 0 31.0% 0
New Hampshire 39,079 28.1% 10,968 31.0% 12,100
New Jersey 347,871 28.1% 97,638 31.0% 107,714
New Mexico 161,850 28.1% 28,587 31.0% 31,536
New York 831,139 28.1% 233,279 31.0% 257,351
North Carolina 425,055 28.1% 119,302 31.0% 131,613
Notth Dakota 43,283 28.1% 12,148 31.0% 13,402
Ohio 429 961 28.1% 120,679 31.0% 133,132
Oklahoma 202,226 28.1% 56,760 31.0% 62,616
Oregon 29,048 28.1% 8,153 31.0% 8,994
Pennsylvania - 365,771 28.1% 102,662 31.0% 113,256
Rhode Island 51,691 28.1% 14,508 31.0% 16,005
South Carolina 177,234 28.1% 49,745 31.0% 54,878
South Dakota 27,625 28.1% 7,754 31.0% 8,554
Tennessee 61,918 28.1% 17,379 31.0% 19,172
Texas 364,564 28.1% 102,324 31.0% 112,882
Utah 19,425 28.1% . 5,452 ©31.0% 6,015
Vermont - 0 28.1% 0 31.0% 0
Virginia 270,158 28.1% - 15,826 31.0% 83,651
[Washington 236,432 28.1% 66,360 31.0% 73,208
West Virginia 126,545 28.1% 35,518 31.0% 39,183
Wisconsin 167,455 28.1% 47,000 31.0% 51,850
Wyoming 21,734 _28.1% 6,100 31.0% 6,730
INationwide 9495000 28.1% 2,665,000 31.0% 2,940,000

Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
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Table 2.F
Estimated state<by-state additional Lifeling gubsm!ibers uging a 1,50 PGC (Y ear 2003)
a (Tabke 2.B) b (Tabk 2.D) c=x*b d (Tablke 2.D) e=a*d
Additional HH Take rate among Additional LL Take mte among | Additional LL
that would qualify if HH that qualify takers due to HH that qualify takers due to
State 1.5 PGC wereadded | duetp 1.5 PGC 1.5 PGC due 10 1.5 PGC 1.5 PGC
Albama 258,665 28.1% 72,600 31.0% 30,092
Alska 16,963 28.1% 4,761 31.0% 3,252
| Artoma 265,320 28.1% 74,468 31.0% 52,153
" |Arkansas 162,639 28.1% 45,649 3L0% 50,359
Califoraia 0 28.1% 0 3L.0% 0
Colorado 243,872 28.1% 68,449 . 31.0% 75,512
Connecticat 124,648 28.1% 34,986 31.0% 38,596
Delaware 25,671 28.1% 7,207 31.0% 7,951
DC 0 28.1% 0 31.0% 0
Florida 1,157,077 28.1% 324,761 31.0% 358,273
Georg 454 716 28.1% 127,627 31.0% 140,797
Hawaii 64,143 28.1% 18,003 3L.0% 19,861
Tdaho 20,106 28.1% 5643 31.0% 6,226
oo 456,124 28.1% 128,022 31.0% 141,233
. |indliana 385,069 28.1% 108,079 31.0% 119,231
Irows 116,644 C28.1% 32,7139 31.0% 36,117
Kansas 159,356 28.1% “n 31.90% 49,342
Kemwcky | 211,682 28.1% 59,414 31.0% 65,544
Louisiana 296,506 28.1% 83222 3L.0% 91,809
Maine . 73718 28.1% . 20,691 31.0% 22,926
Maryland 300,198 28.1% 84,258 31.0% 92,952
Massachusetts 293,573 28.1% 82 960 31.0% 91,520
Michigan 0 28.1% 0 ' 31.0% [}
Mincsota, 156472 28.1% 43,918 31.0% ' 43,449
Ipssissippi 195,354 28.1% - 54831 31.0% 60,489
| Missouri 137.865 28.1% 38,695 31.0% 42,688
 [Monzana 66,649 28.1% 18,707 31.0% 20,631
|Nebraska 66,113 28.1% 18,725 31.0% 20,657
Nevada 0 28.1% ) 31.0% 0
'New Hampshire 47,718 28.1% 13,393 31.0% 14,775
Tew Jersey 391,452 28.1% 109573 31.0% 121,211
INew Mexice 109,732 - 28.1% 30,799 31.0% 33,977
{New York 884,133 28.1% 243,153 31.0% 273,769
Nonth Caroling 492,937 28.1% 138,355 31.0% 152,631
North Dakota 48,917 28.1% 13,730 31.0% 15,047
Ohio 447,441 28.1% 124,182 31.0% 136,996
{Okihoma . 210,716 28.1% 59,143 31.6% 65,245
{Oregon 30,025 28.1% 8427 31.0% 9297
Pennsylvania 392,664 28.1% 110,210 31.0% 121,593
Rhode [shind 61,322 28.1% 17,212 3L0% 18,988
|Seuth Carolina 183,413 28.1% 51,479 31.0% 56,791
South Dakota- 32,135 28.1% 9,019 31.0% 9,950
| Tennessee 70,334 28.1% 19,741 31.0% 21,778
fTexas 369,437 28.1% 103,691 11.0% 114,391
{Usah. 21,303 28.1% 5979 31.0% 6,596
Vermont 0 28.1% 0 T 3.0% 6
Vieginia 289,431 28.1% 81,236 . 31.0% 29618
ashington 253,003 28.1% 71,011  31.0% 18,339
West Virgina 127,347 28.1% 35,743 1.0% 19.431
Wisconsin 189,667 28.1% 53.235 31.0% 53,728
" {Wyoming 22,531 23.1% 6,324 31.0% 6.976
' (Natbrwide 10,382,000 __2B.1% 2,914,000 3i.0% 3,215,000
Nele. Some manbers in this table have been rounded.
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Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
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Table 2.G _
Estimated increase in Lifeline expenditures (Year 2005)
T ' Low range ' " High range
a(Table 1.C) b (Table 2.F) c=a*b d (Table 2.F) e=a*d
Annual federal Forecasted Forecasted Forecasted Forecasted
support per additional HH  increased federal | additional HH  increased federal
State Lifeline spbscriber|taking Lifeline Lifeline expenditures|taking I ifeline L@Mﬂ’mw_dl_mq
Alabama $12000 © -} 72,600 $8,712,054 80,092 $9,611,046
Alaska $120.00 4,761 $571,334 5,252 $630,290
1Anzona $99.67 74,468 $7.421,900 82,153 $8,187,762
- |Arkansas $99.00 45,649 $4,519,194 50,359 . $4,985,527
California $100.02 0 30 0 30
Colorado $120.00 68,449 $8,213,836 75,512 $9,061,418
Connecticut $96.26 34,986 $3,367,877 . 38,596 - $3,715,406
Delaware $98.04 7,207 - $706,571 7,951 $779,481
DC $87.84 ] $0 0 50
Florida $120.00 324,761 . 338,971,362 358,273 $42,992,797
|Georgia $120.00 127,627 515,315,227 140,797 $16,895,598
Hawaii $99.00 18,003 $1,782,313 19,861 $1,966,229
Idaho $118.92 5,643 $671,075 6,226 $740,323
Ttlinois $89.01 128,022 $11,394,798 141,233 $12,570,621
Indiana $89.39 108,079 $9,661,413 119,231 $10,658,369
Iowa $83.48 32,739 $2,733,047 36,117 $3,015,069
Kansas $105.87 44,727 $4,735,469 49,342 $5,224,119
Kentucky $118.29 59,414 $7,028,232 65,544 $7.753.471
Louisiana $99.00 -83,222 $8,238,980 91,809 $9,089,156
Maine $119.19 20,691 $2,466,16% 22,826 32,720,651
- |Maryland $109.33 84,258 $9,211,947 92,952 $10,162,523
|Massachusetis $119.04 82,960 $9,875,552 91,520 $10,894,605
. |Michigan " $98.54 0 $0 0 $0
Mitinesota $84.44 43,918 : $3,708,590 48,449 $4,091,278
Mississippi $120.00 54,831 $6,579,710 60,489 $7,258,667
Missouri $84.97 38,695 $3.287.844 42,683 $3,627,115
Montana $120.00 18,7067 $2,244,788 20,637 $2.476,427
Nebraska $113.15 18,725 $2,118,733 20,657 $2,337,364
Nevada $94.49 0 $0 0 . %0
New Hampshire " $98.08 13,393 $1,313,584 14,775 $1,449,132
New Jersey $95.45 109,873 - 310,487,737 121,211 $11,569,961
New Mexico $120.00 30,799 $3,695,875 33,977 $4,077,250 -
New York $117.99. 248,153 $29,280,261 273,760 $32,301,676
North Carolina $116.61 138,355 $16,134,077 152,631 $17,798,944
North Dakota $120.00 13,730 $1,647,578 15,147 $1,817,590
Ohio $87.99 124,182 $10,926,961 136,996 $12,054,508
Oklahoma $93.36 59,143 $5,521,621 65,245 $6,091,394
Oregon $120.00 8,427 © 51,011,274 9,297 $1,115,627
Pennsylvania $108.32 110,210 $11,937,808 121,583 $13,169,654
Rhode Island $119.04 17,212 $2,048,864 18,988 $2,260,285
South Carolina $119.72 51,479 $6,163,141 56,791 $6,799,113
South Dakota $98.47 9,019 $888,163 9,950 $979,812
| Tennessee $118.70 19,741 $2,343,169 21,778 $2,584,960
TTexas - $106.81 103,691 511,075,569 114,391 512,218,451
Utah $119.22 5,979 $712,838 6,596 $786,395
Vermont $119.20 S0 $0 0 $0
[Virginia $113.22 81,236 $9,197,758 89,618 $10,146,870
Washington 511540 . 71,011 $8,194,635 78,339 $9,040,235
West Virginia $111.00 35,743 $3,967,545 39,431 $4,376,954
Wisconsin $92.68 53,235 $4,933,780 58,728 35,442,894
Wyoming £120.00 LGB.324 $758.866 6,976 _ $837,173
Nationwide Not applicable | 2,914,000 $316,000,000 $348,000,000
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- Section 2: Change to baseline: effects from the new policy
' . Table 2.H
Logit regression results: Would a 1.50 Poverty Guidelines Criterion
| for Lifeline increase telephone penetration?

Logistic regression analysis1

Degén'c?gnt side variable: Does the honsehold have telephone service?

: . Coefficient Wald Statistically
Independent side variables value statistic P-Value significant
State has 1.50 poverty guidelines criterion for Lifeline 0.110 0.21 0.65  No _
Income (000s) 0.027 4.90 0.03 Yes
Household is 2 mobile home ' -1.137 24.10 0.00 Yes
Household is owned, not rented 0.962 26.60 0.00 Yes
Percentage of householders who have lived there one year - 0.784 17.66 0.00 Yes
Someone in the household is on foed stamps -0.456 - 3.51 0.06 Yes
Constant ' 1.195 18.23 0.00 Yes
[Conclusion: No, the Socfficient on. Stete Jias L3 poverty guidelines criterion for Lifeline fs not statistically,significant,

~ "For more information on the logiétic regression, see Technical Appendix 2.
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Table 3.A
Forecasted new Lifeline subscribers (Year 2005)
Low range High range
a(Tablc1.LB)  b(Table 1.B) ¢ (Table 2.F) d=bte € (Table 2.F) f=bte
Forecasted baseling] Additional LL. New total Additional LL, New total
Forecasted  households taking takers due 1o households takers due to households
State housgholds Lifeling L5PGC takipg Lifefine L5 PGC taking Lifeline
Alzbama 1,766,868 25,618 72,600 98,219 80,092 - 105,710
Alaska - 236,684 24,567 4,761 29,328 5,252 29,819
Arizona 2,185,979 82,488 74,468 156,936 82,153 164,641
P Arkansas 1,117,248 10,655 45,649 56,304 50,359 61,014
California- 11,675,997 3,162,324 0 3,162,324 0 3,162,324
§ Colorado 1,853,209 32,568 68,449 101,017 75,512 108,080
:  [Connecticut 1,560,766 65,570 34,986 100,555 38,596 104,165
Delawarg 353,960 2,390 7,207 9,597 7,951 10,341
DC 328,431 16,638 0 16,638 0 16,638
Florida 7.875,457 167,936 324,761 492,697 358,273 526,209
Georgia 3,588,499 77,224 127,627 204,851 140,797 218,021
Hawaii 430,831 14,539 18,003 32,542 19,861 34,400
Idaho 521,070 29,093 5,643 34737 6,226 35,319
Tllinois 5,322,880 95,948 128,022 223,971 141,233 237,181
Indiana 2,881,893 46,461 108,079 154,540 119231 165,693
Towa 1,188,981 18,196 32,739 50,935 36,117 54,313
Kansas 1,169,256 14,794 44,727 59,521 49,342 64,136
{Kentucky 1,644,539 ‘63,085 59,414 122,499 65,544 128,630
Louisfana 1,777,645 22,650 83,222 105,871 91,309 114,459
Maine 720,589 107,956 20,691 128,647 " 22,826 130,782
 [Maryland . 2,258,191 4358 24,258 88,616 92,952 97,310
[Massachusetts 2,801,968 178,441 82,960 261,401 © 91,520 269,962
Michigan - 4,386,888 ‘132,031 0 132,031 0 132,031 .
Minriesota 2,269,978 54,115 43,918 98,033 48,449 102,565
Mississippi 1,204,582 . 24,766 54,831 79,597 60,489 - 85255
Missouri 2,302,085 34,585 38,695 73,280 42,688 77,273
Montana 420,615 17,541 18,707 36,248 20,637. 38,178
Nebraska 724,145 16,261 18,725 34,985 20,657 36,918
Nevada 1,068,492 49,112 0 49,112 0 49,112
New Hampshire 639,804 8,856 13,393 22,250 14,775 23,632
New Jersey 3,671,381 52,537 109,873 162,410 121,211 173,748
New Mexico 752,325 51,021 30,799 81,820 33,977 84,998
- |New York 7,759,204 532,594 248,153 780,747 273,760 806,354
North Carolina 3,731,543 115,402 138,355 253,756 " 152,631 268,033
North Dakota - 311,615 21,729 13,730 35,458 15,147 36,875
Chio 4,729,065 287,706 124,182 411,888 136,996 424,702
Oklahoma 1,423,636 122,222 59,143 181,364 65,245 187,467
Oregon 1,412,789 37,626 8,427 46,054 9,297 46,923
Pennsylvania 5,221,614 101,819 110,210 212,030 121,583 223,402,
Rhode Istand 508,546 54,795 17,212 72,007 18,988 73,783
South Carolina 1,629,353 22,569 51,479 74,049 56,791 79,361
South Dakota 358,305 31,543 9,019 40,563 9,950 41,493
Tennessee 2,621,206 5517 - 19,741 75,458 21,778 77495
Texas 7,593,412 435,718 103,691 539,409 114,391 550,109
Utah 785,443 21,551 5979 27,530 6,596 28,147
Vermont 296,953 34,193 0 34,193 0 34,193
Virginia 2,956,550 22,209 81,236 103,445 89,618 111,827
Washington 2,565,534 89,167 71011 160,179 78,339 167,506
West Virginia 764,140 " 4936 35,743 40,679 39,431 44,367
Wisconsin 2,471,029 71,397 53,235 130,631 58,728 136,125
Wyoming 204196 2204 6324 8,528 6,976 9,180
Nationwide 118,045 768 6,775,000 2,914,000 9,689,000 3,215,000 9,990,000

Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
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Federal Communications Commission

Table 3.B
" Forecasted new Lifeline expenditures (Year 2005)
- " Low range ) - Highrange
a(Table 1.C) b(Table 2K} . c=a*b d (Table 2.K) e=a*d
Annual federal Additional federal Total federal Additional federal Total federal
Lifeline expenditures Lifeline expenditares . Liféline expenditures Lifeline expenditures Lifeline expenditures

State. without 1.5 PGC with 1.5 PGC with £.5 PGC with 1.5 PGC " with 1.5 PGC

. |Alabama 33,074,197 " $8,712,054 $11,786,251 $9.611,046 $12,685,243
JAlaska $2,948,007 © $571,334 $3,519,341 $630,290 $3,578,29%
Arizona $38,221,159 $7.421,900 $15,643,060 $8,187,762 $16,408,922
Arkansas $1,054.846 34,519,194 $5,574,040 $4,985,527 §6,040,373
California $316,308,133 30 $316,308,133 $0 $316,308,133
Colorado $3,908,155 $8,213,836 512,121,991 $9,061,418 $12,969,573
Connecticut $6,312,049 $3,367,877 ~ $9,679,926 $3,715,406 $10,027,455
Delawai‘e $234,348 $706,571 $940,918 $779,481 $1,013,829
|pc 31,461,447 50 $1.461,447 $0 $1,461,447
Florida $20,152,282 $38,971,362 $59,123,644 $42,992,797 $63,145,079
Georgia $9,266,937 515,315,227 $24,582,164 " $16,895,598 $26,162,535
Hawait $1,439,387 $1,782,313 33,221,699 $1,966,229 $3,405,615
idaho - $3,459,726 $671,075 34,130,801 -$740,323 $4,200,049
{ilinois $8,540,023 $11,394,798 319,934,821 $12,570,621 521,110,644
Indiana $4,153,300 $9,661,413 313,814,713 $10,658,369 $14,811,669
Towa 31,518,973 $2,733,047 $4,252,020 $3.015,069 $4,534,042
Kansas $1,566,265 " $4,735,469 $6,301,733 " $5,224,119 $6,790,384
- [Keniucky $7,462,594 $7,028,232 $14,490,826 $7,753471 - $15,216,065
Louisiana $2,242,338 $8,238,980 $10,481,318 $9,089,156 $11,331,494
Maine - $12,867,569 $2,466,169 $15,333,737 $2,720,651 . $15,588,220
IMaryland 5476493 $9,211,947 $9,688,440 $10,162,523 $10,639,016

" {Massachusétts "$21,241,723 ‘89,875,552 $31,117,276 510,894,605 $32,136,329
:{Michigan - 813,010,610 - 80 $13,010,610 $0 $13,010,610
Minnesota, $4,569,718 $3,708,590 $8.278,308 $4,091,278 $8,660,996
“|Mississippi $2,971,882 $6,579,710 - $9,551,592 - 37,258,667 $10,230,549
Missiuri . 52,938,649 $3,287,844 $6,226,493 $3,627,115 $6,5635,764
Montana $2,104,915 $2,244,788 $4,349,703 $2,476.427 $4,581,342
Nebraska $1,839,924 $2,118,733 33,958,657 - $2,337,364 $4,177,288
INevada $4,640,695 $0 $4,640,695 $0 $4,640,695
[New Hampshire $868,626 $1,313,584 $2,182,210 $1,449,132 $2,317,758
New Jersey $5,014,336 $10,487,737 815,502,573 311,569,961 $16,584,798
New Mexico $6,122,532 $3,695,875 $9,318,407 '$4,077,250 $10,199,782
New York $62,842,179 $29,280,261 $92,122,439 $32,301,676 $95,143,854
North Carolina $13,457472 $16,134,077 $29,591,549 817,798,944 $31,256,416
North Dakota 52,607,431 31,647,578 $4,255,009 $1,817,590 $4,425,022
|Ohio $25315,775 $10,926,961 $36,242,736 $12,054,508 $37,370,283
Oklahoma $11,410,768 - §$5,521,621 $16,932,339 $6,091,394 $17,502,162
Oregon $4,515,156 $1,011,274 $5,526,430 $1,115,627 $5,630,783
{Pennsylvania 511,028,901 $11,937,808 $22,966,709 $13,169,664 $24,198,565
Rhode Istand $6,522,833 $2,048,864 $8,571,697 $2,260,285 $8,783,118
South Carolina $2,702,025 36,163,141 $8,865,166 $6,799,113 $9,501,137
South Dakota $3,106,15¢ §888,163 $3,994,314 $979,812 $4,085,963
Tennessee $6,613,430 52,343,169 $8,956,599 - $2,584,960 $9,198,389
Texas $46,540,253 $11,075,569 $57,615,822 $12,218 451 58,758,704
Utah $2,569,386 $712,838 33,282,223 $786,395 $3,355,781
Vermont 54,075,759 50 $4,075,759 $0 - $4,075,759
Virginia - $2,514,557 $9,197,758 $11,712,315 $10,146,870 $12,661,427
}washington $10,289,790 $8,194,635 $18,484,425 $9,040.235 $19,330,025
‘West Virginia $547.914 $3,967,545 $4,515,460 ' 34,376,954 $4,924,869
Wisconsin $7,173,137 $4,933,780 $12,106,917 $5,442,8%4 $12,616,031
Wyomm_g ) - 3264475 $758.866 $1,023.341 _$837,173 31,101.648

Nationwide $706,000,000 3316000000 § 1022000000 F 3348,000,000 _ .51,054,000,000

Note: Some numbers in this table have been rounded.
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Technical Appendix 1

Background information for Table 2.C (Would Lifeline take rates increase due to a
nationwide implementation of a 1.35 PGC?)

Below are the two regression results that are used to determine the effect that a nationwide
implementation of a 1.35 poverty guideline criterion would have on Lifeline subscribership.

Regressien 1 - Lifeline specification 1.
The regression model calculated from the data is
%HHBelow150nLL=
0.08 + 0.55 x IncElgAbv125 + 0.99 x California + 0.01 x TotSup.
Explanation of variables for Lifeline regression specification 1.

The dependent variable is the number of households taking Lifehne divided by the number of
households that are at ‘or below 1.50 times the federal poverty gmdelmes This variable is

* abbreviated as “%HHBelowISOnLL” in the regressions below. For example, Texas had
429,970 Lifeline subscribers in 2002, and 1,789, 726 households at or below- 1.50 times the

poverty line. The dependent variable data point for Texas therefore equals 0.24

(=429, 970/ 1 789 726)

“The first Independent Varlable is IncEli gAbv125 For each state, IncEligAbv1 25 equals that

state’s income eligibility level (if it has one) minus 1.25. So, for California, which has an
income eligibility criterion of 1.50 times the poverty guidelines, IncEligAbv125 equals 0.25 (=
1.5~ 1.25). For states with an income eligibility criterion at or below 1.25 times the poverty

- guidelines, or for states without an income criterion, IncEligAbv125 equals 0. So, for Texas,

which has an income eligibility criterion of 1.25 times the poverty guidelines, InthgAbv125
equals 0. The coefficient on this variable allows us to predict the percentage increase in the

-number of households that would take Lifeline if a 1.35 PGC were adopted.

D The Department of Health and Human Services establishes the federal poverty guidelines, which is based on the
number of people living in the household and whether the household is in the mainland United States, Alaska, or
Hawaii.
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So for Texas, and other states with a 1.25 PGC (and for states without an income-hased 7
criterion), the new policy would increase the independent variable from 0.25 to 0.35, or by 0.1,
and the dependent variable would increase 5.5 percentage points. The percentage point increase
in percentage of households at or below 1.50 times the poverty guidelines that take Lifeline
because of'a 1.35 PGC were implemented would be 5.5%.

= 0,55 * 0.1 = 0.055 or 5.5%.

The second Independent Variable is “California”. - In statistical terms, this is called a “dummy”
variable, and equals 1 if the state is California, and is O otherwise. A dummy variable is often
used in regression analysis to quantify specific effects. California is the only state using self-
certification with an income-based criterion, and it appears to have more houscholds taking
Lifeline than the CPSH data would indicate are eligible for it. Therefore, singling out California
with a dummy variable to measure a California-specific effect is warranted.

The variable “TotSup” is the amount of monthly telephone service support that Lifeline
subscribers in each state receive (TotSup). The amount of total support that households receive
varies with the local telephone cartier. For each state, TotSup is the amount of support from the
largest carrier in that state.  For example, in Texas, Lifeline subscribers pay $11.35 per month

less for telephone service than regular. telephone subscribers. Therefore, the TotSup datapoint

for Texas is $11.35. The more support that eligible households can receive, the more incentive
they have to take Llfelme

¥ The coefficient 0.58 is used to caléulate the number of additional households that would take Lifeline with a 1.35

PGC. It is multiplied by the number of households at or below 1.50 times the poverty guidelines (i.c., from 0.0'to

1.50 times the poverty guidelities). Even though those households between 1.35 and 1.50 times the poverty
guidelines would not actually quahfy for Lifeline, the model coefficient is estimated in such a way that a correct
prediction is madc
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Regression 2 - Lifeline specification 2.

%HHBelow150nLL =
0.17 + 0.61 x IncElgAbv125 + 0.99 x California

When comparing the two specifications, this one suggests that more households would take
Lifeline because the coefficient 0.61 is greater than the 0.55 coefficient in Regression 1. So for
Texas, and other states with a 1.25 PGC, and for states without an income criterion, the
percentage point increase in the percentage of households at or below 1.50 times the poverty
guidelines that would take Lifeline because of a 1.35 PGC is 6.1%. :

= 0.61 *x 0.1 =0.061 or 6.1%.

Additional information about Lifeline regression specifications 1 and 2:

Data sources.

~ The data are from the Current Population Survey of Households (CP SH) (March 2002 data),

. USAC, Universal Service Monitoring Report (October 2002), and <www.lifelinesupport.org>.-

The CPSH data are used to determine demographic data about households and whether they have

*telephone service. USAC provided data on the number of Lifeline subscribers in each state for
2002. The Universal Service Monitoring Report was used to determine the total support

-(number of dollars) that Llfehne subscribers received in each state, USAC’s website
<www.lifelinesupport.org> was used to determine which states had income criteria for Lifeline
in 2002, and the multiple of the Federal Poverty Guidelines that was required to be eligible for
Lifeline in those states.

Data are aggregated to the state level.

CPSH has data for thousands of households, including whether the household has telephone
service or not. If it were possible to do so, it would be best to conduct the analysis at the
household level to maximize the number of observations and to account for several demographic
factors. Unfortunately, CPSH data do not report whether the household is receiving the Lifeline
subsidy. Therefore, individual data observations could not directly be used for the estimation.
The number of Lifeline subscribers for each state is available from the USAC, so the CPSH data
are aggregated to the state level to match the USAC data. Thus, there is a single data point
constructed for each state. The number of households that are at or below 1.50 times the poverty
guidelines in a particular state is determined by summing the statistical weight of each household
at-or below 1.50 times the poverty guidelines (the statistical weight for each household is
determined by the Bureau of Labor Statistics), and dividing by 100. (The statistical weights add
up to 100 times the number of households in the state, so dividing by 100 1s a necessary step )
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The dependent variable: % HHBelowl50nLL.

As mentioned above, the dependent variable is the number of households taking Lifeline divided
by the number of households that are at or below 1.50 times the poverty guidelines. The
dependent variable should be a measure of participation rate, and this requires a measure of
takers and a measure of eligibility, An ideal measure would have been the number of households
" taking Lifeline divided by the total number of households that are eligible. Obtaining a precise
measure of number of eligible households in each state is not possible, as will be explained

below, so a surrogate measure “number of households that are at or below 1.50 times the poverty - -

guidelines” is used in its place. As long as the resulting surrogate participation rate is consistent
across states, and used properly, the resulting analysis is correct.

The surrogate is necessary because of a measurement problem. There are several states where it
is difficult to measure the number of households that are eligible for Lifeline. This happens most
~ often when states use state-spemﬁc programs as eligibility criteria. Because the CPSH survey
- does not ask about every possible welfare program, the CPSH data cannot always be used to
detennme ifa household is eligible for Lifeline or not. :

:Therefore analternative dependent variable was needed. The number of households below 1. 50
times the poverty guidelines is a reasonable proxiniate measure of support need. So, instead of
dividing the number of households taking Lifeline by the number of households eligible for
Lifeline, the dependent variable in this analysis is the number of households taking Lifeline
divided by the number of households that are at or below 1.50 times the federal poverty
guidelines. The 1.50 multiple was chosen because it was the highest poverty guideline criterion
used by any state, and it was used by several states.

- The principal independent variable: IncEligAbv125,

As mentioned above, IncEligAbv125 equals that state’s income eligibility level (if it has one)
minus 1.25. If the state has no income eligibility criterion, or if it has one that is less than 1.25
times the poverty guidelines, then the datapoint equals zero for that state.

The main objective of the regression analysis is to quantify the number of additional households
that will subscribe to Lifeline with the implementation of an income-based eligibility criterion.
Generally, states using higher multiples of the poverty guidelines as an eligibility criterion have
higher Lifeline participation rates than states using lower multiples of the poverty guidelines

- criterta (or states using no income based criterion at all). The coefficient on IncEligAbv125 is -
used to predict the number of households that would take Lifeline due to a 1.35 PGC.
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T

Preliminary modeling indicated that a nationwide implementation of an income criterion set at or
below 1.25 times the poverty guidelines would not increase the number of households taking
Lifeline by a statistically significant amount. Because some states use lower multiples of the
poverty guidelines to determine Lifeline eligibility, one would expect that using a higher
multiple of the poverty guidelines would increase the number of households eligible for Lifeline
in those states. However, basing this independent variable on lower multiples of the poverty
gu1dehnes did not produce statistically significant results.

Discussion

Discussion of independent variables:

The variable “California” is 31gruﬁcant in both regressions (indeed, it was significant for all
regression specifications in which it 1s included).

“TotSup” is positive, but is not significant. It has a t-statistic greater than one, however,
indicating that it still increases the adjusted R squared. Further, there is strong economic reason
to include it, because it measures a household’s incentive to take Lifeline, so it should not be
 eliminated from the model without good reason.

“IncEligAbv125” is significant in both regressions, but the size of the coefficient varies

- somewhat, and its significance drops somewhat when TotSup is included. Other specifications
- _of the model were run that included whether each state had a particular program as an eligibility

~criteria. Throughout most of the trial spemﬁcatlons the coefficient of IncEligAbv125 ranged
.~ between the two values presented in this report and remained significant. Therefore, the analyses
presented in this report are very robust.

. Low-income Home Energy Assistance Program (LIHEAP)

Other regression models using frial variables were tested, but for the reasons listed below, these
models are not adopted. However, when the regression included whether the state had LIHEAP
as a method for qualifying for Lifeline, the coefficient on IncEligAbv125 dropped 30% and was
not significant. This trial regression model is unsound for two reasons.

First, if the results were accurate, it would indicate that there would be no significant additional
Lifeline subscnbershlp with the implementation of a 1.35 PGC. This is not plausible, because
the logistic regression analysis (see Appendix 2) indicates that a 1.35 PGC would significantly
increase the number of households taking telephone service. Because we find strong evidence
that a 1.35° PGC would increase telephone subscribership, a similar impact on Lifeline
subscribership is also expected.

_Second, if the coefficient on IncEligAbv125 from the Lifeline Regression were inserted into the
model, it would indicate that just 10% of those households that would become eligible would
take Lifeline service, which seems far too low. Currently, well over 30% of eligible households
take Lifeline service. While the percentage of eligible households that would take Lifeline
would surely decrease as eligibility requirements were eased, there is no reason to believe that it

K-51



Federal Communications Commission _ FCC 04-87

would drop by more than 2/3. Thus, adding a variable quantifying whether the state has
LIHEAP as an eligibility requirement Ieads to irrational results. That tnal regression is therefore
not used.” :

Given that the coefficient on IncEligAbv125 ranges between 0.554 and 0.612 in most trial
regressions without the LIHEAP variable, that range is used in this study. Table 2.D uses the
results from the regression ana1y51s to quantlfy the number of households that would take
Lifeline as a result of a 1.35 PGC.

Tl_lé statistical computer program Stata 8.0 was used to run the OLS regressions. The re'gression.
outputs (below) show the significance of each coefficient.

1% We note that there is some multlcollmeanty between the LIHEAP variable and TotSup. As a practical matter, if
‘energy assistance is included in the regression and TotSup is removed, then the coefficient on IncElgAbv125 returns
to normal levels and is significant.
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reg HHBelowlbSonLL totsup california incelgabvl25s

Source

Model
Residual

constant
incelgabvl25
california
totsup

—_— g — — 4+ —

1.36519991
1.05697291

.0818321
.5543479
-9900143
-0095577

Number of cbs =

F{ 3,
Prob > F
R—Squared
Adj R-squared
Root MSE

47}

-.1042558
-.0737889

.6550286
-.0092652

51
20.24
0.0000
0.5636
0.5358
= .1439¢

.26792
1.182485
1.325
.0283807

‘ constant
incelgabvl25s
california

b e e e -

1.34173373
1..08043909

Number of obs
F{ 2, 48)
Prob > F
R-squared
Adj R-squared
Root MSE

il

51
29.80
0.0000"
0.553%9
0.5354
-15003

]

I

1734751
.6119323
. 9924552

-1665736 5.96.

df MS'
3 .455066636
47 .022488785
50 .048443456
Std. Err. t P>t]
.092501 0.88 0.381
.3122355 1.78  0.082
.1665154 5.95 0.000
. 0093566 1.02  0.312
df MS
2 ..670866866
48 .022509148
50 .048443456
Std. Err. t P> t|
0225442 7.69.  0.000
.3072435 1.99  0.052
0.000

.1281469
. -.0058221
.6575366

.2188033
1.229687
1.327374
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Technical Appendix 2
Background information for Table 2.G
(Would a 1.35 PGC for Lifeline increase telephone penetration?)

Below are the results of two logistic regressions. They show the effects that a 1.35 PGC for
Lifeline has on telephone subscribership. Logistic regression 1 was used for the study. Loglstlc
regression 2 was used to test whether. the Lifeline ehglblhty variables were necessary.

Logistic regression 1 - Telephone Specification 1:

Y=1/ (1 +e” [1.24 +0.179*X1 + 0.035* X2 -0.575* X3 + 0.975* X4 + 0.463* X5 - 0.245*X6 -0.269*X7 -0.101* X8 -+0.105* X9 +
0.160* X10 - 0.070* X11 + 0.019*X12+H0.060* X13 + 0.49S*X14l)

Explanation of variables for Telephone Specification 1.
Dependent variable:
- Does the k_oﬁséh"o'ld have telephone service? (Y = H T ELHHD)

The dependent variable is-whether the low-ificome household has telephone service. The data
point for a household equals one if the household has telephone service, and equals zero
otherwise. The dataset is comprised of data from only those households with incomes at or
below 1.50 times the poverty guidelines.

Independent variables:

Is the household in a state with a 1.35 or less restrictive poverty guideline criterion? (X; =
SHI350RB)

If the household is in a state that uses a 1.35 PGC for Lifeline (or if the state uses a higher
multiple of the poverty guidelines), then SHI350RB equals one for that data point; otherwise, it
equals zero. Because the sample is restricted to only those households that are at or below 1.35
times the poverty guidelines, all data points for this variable will be either a “0” or “1”. Of these
low-income households, 18 percent live in a state with a 1.35 to 1.50 PGC, and the independent
variable SH1350RB equals 1 for these households. For the other 82 percent, the independent
variable SH1350RB value equals 0.
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This is the only independent variable used in the cost/benefit analysis, and therefore the accuracy
of its coefficient is of most concern. The coefficient on this variable (0.179) is later used to
quantify the increased probability that a low-mcome household will take telephone service (or
fraction of) as the result of a 1.35 PGC 16

This quantlﬁcation is accomplished as follows: When X is changed, Y will change. For an
individual household, the change of X; from 0 to 1 models the effect of nnplementing a 135
PGC for that particular household. When modeling the change nationally, X; is changed from
.18 (18%, which reflects the fact that 18 percent of the sample households already live in a state
with a 1.35 PGC) to 1.7 As aresult, Y changes according to Logistic regression 1 above (Y is
interpreted as a percentage—or probability—of households with telephone subscribership, and
ranges from 0 to 1). When we change the “baseline” 18 percent of low-income households
(living in a state with a 1.35 PGC) to the “new policy” 100 percent, then predicted tetephone
subscribership among sample households increases from 90.5 percent to 91.7 percent.

Total value of household income (X; = HTOTVAL)

The data points for each household equal the household’s entire annual income, including any
cash payments.

Is the household a mobile home? (X; = MOBILEH)

Tfthe household is a mobile home, then the MOBHOME equals one for that datapoint;
otherwise, it equals ZeTo.

Is the household owned by the householders? (Xy = OWNHOME)

If the householders own the home themsclves, then OWNHOME for that data point equals 1;
otherwise, it equals zero.

Percentage of households who lived at that address for at least one year. (Xs = PCTONEYFAR)

The data points for PCTONEYEAR equal the percentage of the adults in that household that
have lived at that address for at least one year. -

16 The numbers used in actual calculations are carried out to 6 significant digits. For ease of viewing, however, the
data in Table 2.H are displayed to only 3 significant digits.

'7 This number represents the portion of low income households that live in a state with a 1.33 or 1.50 PGC for
Lifeline. 1t should not be confused with the logistic regression coefficient of .179. The similarity of numbers is
purely coincidental,
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Is someone in the household on Food Stamps? (X = HFOODSP)

If someone in the household is on Food Stamps, then HFOODSP equals one for that data point;
otherwise, it equals zero.

Variables X7 through Xi3:

X, = State has Medicaid criterion
- Xg = State has Food Stamp criterion
Xo = State has TANE criterion
X = State has LIHEAP criterion
Xy = State has FRHA (Section 8)
X2 = State has National free lunch program cnterlon
X3 = State has SSI criterion

These variables indicate whether the household is in a state that uses a particular Lifeline
 eligibility criterion. If the state uses that criterion, then the data point equals 1; otherwise, it
equals zero. For example, if a houschiold is in a state that allows households in the LIHEAP
program to qualify for Lifeline, then the data point for variable X;o equals 1. If the state does not
use LIHEAP as a criterion, then the data point equals 0
Is the household in Caliﬁ)mia (X14 =CALIFORNI}

. If the household is in Cahforma then California equals one for that data point; otherwise, it
-equals zero.

For the results of this specification, see page XX, below.

Logistic regression 2 — Telephone Specification 2:

Telephone Speciﬁcation. 2 includes all the variables from specification 1, except for the vatiables
tracking state Lifeline eligibility requirements. ThlS specification was run to determine if these
variables, as a group, were s1gmﬁcant They are.!

For the results of this specification, see page XX, below.

~ Additional information about specifications 1 and 2

" The significance of the eligibility requirements variables was determined using a chi squared test. The test is
performed as follows. The logistic regression is run with the eligibility variables, and then without. The  “-2*log
likelihood” for both models are then compared. If the difference is greater than the chi squared critical value, then
~the variables are significant. The difference in the “-2*log likelihood” is 15.92. The critical value for a chi squared
test at the 5% level for 7 degrees of freedom (the number of eligibility variables) is 14.07. The difference is greater
than the critical value, so we conclude that the eligibility variables are significant,
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Price

None of the logistic regression specifications include the price of telephone service. This is
because the price that each household faces is unknown. Different carriers offer service at
different prices, and even within the same carrier, the price of telephone service varies from city
to city. Because the carrier that would serve each household is unknown, price cannot be
included in the logistic regressions. Earlier research has shown that omitting the price of
telephone service does not affect the coefficients of the other variables in this logistic regression.
This is Il);c.ause- the coefficient on price would be tiny, so any “missing variable” bias would also
be tiny.

Data sources

The data in this analysis are from the Current Population Survey of Households (CPSH) from
March 2002, CPSH data contain information on over 70,000 households. From these data, the

relevant demographic information are extracted for analysis, including: 1) whether the household
- has telephone service, 2) household’s total income (including the value of transfer payments), 3)

the state the household lives in, 4) whether the househiold dwelling is owned or rented, 5)
whether the household is a mobile home, 6) the number of adult members that live in the
household for at least one year, 7) the number of adults living in the household, and 8) the list of -
subsidies the household receives, which included Federal Public Housing Assistance (Section 8),
Food Stamps, LIHEAP, Medicaid, and Supplémental Security Income.

Household-level data are 'u_sed'

All the information is available for each househiold, so the analysis is conducted at the household
level; aggregating to the state level is unnecessary.

Logistic regression preferred to “standard” OLS regression

Because the dependent variable is binary (a household cither has telephone service and is thereby
assigned a values of one (1), or it does not and is thereby assigned a value of 0 (zero), logistic
regression analysis is preferred to a Linear Probability model using Ordinary Least Squares

- (OLS). With binary dependent variables, linear regressions can produce erroneous results, such

as a household having more than a 100% probability of taking telephone service, or a household

¥ The formula for calculating the missing variable bias éan be found in many textbooks, including William H.

. Greene, Econometric Analvsis, at 402 (3™ ed. 1997). Observation of the equation shows that if the missing vatiable

is uncorrelated with an independent variable, then the coefficient on that indépendent variable is unbiased. A
regression was run to see if telephone prices are correlated with the variable SH1350RB. The weighted average
price for each of the'41 states for which price data are available was created. The variable price was then regressed
on the variable SH1350RB. There was no correlation. (See Industry Analysis and Technology Division, Wireline
Competition Bureau, Federal Communications Commission, Reference Book, at 7-8 (2002).
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having a negative probability of taking telephone service. Both of these situations are -
impossible. Logistic regression analysis avoids this problem, and is appropriate for measuring
saturation concepts such as telephone penetration. The following graph illustrates the difference
between the two approaches. In the following graph (taken from the Internet), “hnear probablllty
model” refers to OLS regression results, and Y (rangmg from 0 to 1) refers to probability. ®

Comparing the LP and Logit Models

y=1 — 2

Logistic Regression Modet

/ Linear Probablity Mode!

Unfortunately, logistic regressions produce coefficients that are more difficult to interpret than
the coefficients that OLS produces. A few additional computations are needed to use the

~ coefficients in the cost-benefit analysis. Therefore, Table 2.H is created, which uses the
coefficients from the logistic regression to determine the number of households that would have
taken phone service in 2002 and 2005 if a 1.35 poverty gnideline criterion were instituted
nationally. The number of households that would take telephone service because of a 1.35 PGC
is then compared to the number of households that would take Lifeline in Table 2.1 :

% For more mformatlon on logistic regression analysis, see Damodar Gujarati, Basic Econometrics at 481-491 (2°¢
ed. 1998).
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Quantifying logistic regression coefficients

In a standard regression analysis, the effect that a change in the independent variable has on the
dependent variable is relatively easy to measure because it is linear. When using standard linear

“regression, a model is oﬂen expressed as follows: Y =a + b*X. In this equation, Y represents
the dependent variable, “a represents a constant, and “b” is the coefficient from the regression
which is multiplied by the size of the independent variable X. The symbol A is often used to
represent the change in a variable. _

The change in Y caused by a change in .X 1s then represented like this:

AY = b*AX. Thus, the change in Y for a change in an independent variable is simply the
cocfficient on the independent variable times the amount of the change in that independent
variable.

Because logistic regression analysis is not linear, however, the above calculation cannot be made
directly. Instead, two intermediate calculations must be made. The first calculation quantifies
the dependent variable using the mean values of the independent variables. The second
calculation quantifies the dependent variable using the same means as in the first calculation,
except that one of the independent variables is set fo the new policy level. The second
. calculation replaces the mean of the independent of the variable in question {e.g., a- policy
variable) with an appropriate value representing the change in the variable. If all states adopted a
'1.35 PGC, then the percentage of low income households living in a state with a 1.35 PGC
would move from 18% to 100%. So, in this case, the mean of SH1350RB (which equals 0.180)
‘would be replaced with 1.00.

“For 'both calculations, Y is calculated by the following equation:

Y=1/ (1 +e ~ [1.24 + 0,179%X1 + 0.035% X2 -0.757* X3 +0.975* X4 + 0.463* XS 0.245*X6 -0.269*X7 -0.101* X8 +0.105* X9+
0.160* X10-0.070* X11 + 0,019*X12+0.060* X13 + 0. 495*X14])

Table 2.H explains the calculations. The coefficient values from the logistic regression are in
column a. The means of the indcpendent variables are in column b. Column ¢ multiplies
columns a and b. These products are often called the “partial effects”. The partial effects are
then summed to create a Z score. The Z score is simply a shorthand way of representing a
+b1*¥x1 + b2*x2 + .... When evaluating the independent variables at their mean values, the Z
score equals 2.250. Y (the probability that a household will take telephone service) is then
calculated: Y = 1/(1+e?), which equals 90.5%. This means that, nationwide, households with
- incomes below 1.35 times the poverty guidelines have an 90.5% chance of having telephore
service.

- The second calculation is identical to the first, with one exception. Instead of using the mean
value of SH1350RB, the mean is replaced by a 1. As discussed above, this would be the case if
all states have a 1.35 PGC. Just as before, the coefficients (column a) are multiplied by the
means (column d) to produce the new partial effect. Notice that for SH1350RB, the mean value -
of 0.18 was replaced with 1.00. The new partial effects are listed in column E. These partial
effects are then summed to form the new Z score, which equals 2.396. This new Z score is then
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used in the calculation as before: Y==1/(1+e™). The new value for Y is 91,7%. This means that
if all states adopted a 1.35 PGC, then 91.7% of households with incomes at or below 1.35 times
the poverty guidelines would have telephone service. This represents a 1.2 percentage point
increase (91.7% - 90.5%) in telephone subscription rates.

‘To determine the number of households in 2005 that would take phone service due to a 1.35
PGC, the difference in the Y’s (1.2%) is multiplied by the number of households that are at or
below 1.35 times the poverty guidelines. Projections made using the CPSH data indicate that in
2005, there will be 20,710,000 households at or below 1.35 times the poverty guidelines. Thus,
multiplying 1.2% (which equals 0.012) times 20,710,000 households equals 249,000 households.
Thus, the model indicates that 249,000 households would take telephone service due to a 1.35
PGC in 2005.

Restricted use of observations and variables

The logistic regressmn analyses uses only selected observations and variables for good reason.
One reason is to address a specific policy proposal from the Joint Board. The Joint Board is
recommending using a 1.35 PGC. In order to determine how such a plan would affect
~ households at or below 1.35 times the poverty guidelines, only those households with incomes at
‘or below 1.35 times the pOVerty guidelines are included in this analy31s There are 13,828

* ‘usable observations. : . :

'The number of state speclﬁc vanables that can be included in the analys1s is limited because only
8 states have SH1350RB equal to one. Therefore, including additional state specific variables
- reduces the accuracy of the coefficient SH1350RB, the important pohcy variable used to
quantify costs and benefits,

Discussion of variables in the specifications
Assumption that effects of a 1.33 PGC are indistinguishable from a 1.35 PGC

As mentioned earlier, this study assumes that the effects of a 1.33 PGC are statistically
indistinguishable from a 1.35 PGC. Therefore, SHI1350RB equals one for the states that have
1.33 or 1.50 PGCs. There is no alternative to measuring the effect of a 1.35 PGC because no
states use a 1.35 PGC.

2 Alternahvely, the sample could be restricted to households at or below 1.33 times the FPG because there are three
- states that have a 1.33 PGC. By including households at-1.34 and 1.35 times the FPG, we are implicitly assuming
that those households are eligible for Lifeline even though they just miss qualifying for it. On the other hand,
restricting the sample to houscholds at or below 1.33 times the poverty line would exclude many more households
“from the sample in other states with a 1.50 PGC. It is not clear whether a 1.33 FPG restriction is better than a 1.35
FPG. Fortunately, the results are the same in either case. For both models, the coefficient on SH1350RB i is:
-virtually identical with either sample restriction.
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Further, the fact that this analysis treats states with a 1.50 PGC the same as states with a 1.33
PGC is not problematic. This is because the households in the sample are restricted to those that
are at or below 1.35 times the poverty guidelines. Thus, all the households in the sample will
make the same economic choice whethet the state in which they live has a 1.33 (or 1.35) or 1.50
PGC, because the households qualify for Lifeline under either criterion.

Inclusion of independent variables

" As was done in the first staff study, HFOODSP was included because it captures the concept of
““poverty” in a way that income alone does not. Participation in the Food Stamps Program is an
indicator of special household needs.

CALIFORNIA-Unique Effects.

The CALIFORNI (California) variable was included as a separate variable in the regression
model because it was included in the Lifeline Model. The results indicate that a household in _
California is more likely to take telephone service. The same variable was not significant when
the analysis was performed on year 2000 data, so it is unclear why it is significant when using
2002 data. '

The logistic regressions were run using the statistical computer program SPSS version 10. The
regression analysis computer printouts are displayed below: .
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Logistic Regression

Case Processing Summary

UnweightedCases® | N | Percent

Selected Cases Included in Analysis | 13828 | 100.0' |
Missing Cases 0 O}

_ Total 13828 100.0 }

Unselected Cases 0 .0}

Total 3828 | 10004

a.if WEIth isin effect see classiﬁcatlon table for the total
number of cases. :

Ommbus Tests of Model Coefficients

_ _ Chl-s,uare A :.. “Sig.
Step 1 Step 617340 | 14}  .000 .
' Block 617.340 14} .000

Modé.i b SUL30 S 14 000 }

Model Summary

Nageiké‘rké

Classification Table?

r:., SP—— ‘.  _ bt I —

~ Predicted

Percentage
e JbsEIVEd — Sorrect |
Stept H_TELHHD . .00 g
' 1.00 . 100.¢ §
Overall Percentage 88.7 |

a. The cut value is .500
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Variables in the Equation '

. B S.E.- Wald di ~ Exp(B

Sfep  SH1330RB 478692 | 097 3.365 I 067 | 1.196

1 HTOTVAL .000035 .000 69.991 1 .000 1.000
MOBILEH -.756729 .089 71.653 1 .000 469 |
OWNHOME .974900 068 | 203.709 1 000 2,651
PCTONEYR 463240 064 51.652 1 .000 1.589
HFOODSP -.245187 .059 17.204 1. .000 783 |
SHMCAID -.268743 144 3.477 1 062 764
SHFOODSP | -.101100 -140 523 1 A70 904
SHAFDCH .104803 060 3.031 1 082 1.110
SHENGAST 159704 089 3.191 1 074 1.173
SHPUBLIC -.077088 073 1.121 1 .290 026 |
SHHFLUNC 019298 75 012 1 912 1.019
SHSSI . .060251 .102 349 1. 555 1.062 |
CALIFORN 495371 189 6.874 1 .009 1.641
Constant 1 241_‘ ..130 90.623 1 .000‘ 3.461

a. Vanable(s) entered on step1 SH133ORB HTOTVAL MOBILEH OWNHOME
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Case Processing Summary

Unweighted Cases® _ .} N 1 Percent
"§'5|e"2:'t'g'&?:ases Tnciuded in Analysis 13628 100.0
Missing Cases 0 .0

Total 13828 100.0 |

Unselected Cases 0 0}

Total 13828 100.0 |-

a. If weight is in effect see cIassaﬁcatlon table for the total

number of cases.

Omnibus Tests of Model Coefficients

e Chl-square df Si.g.
Step1  Step 602148 | 7| 000
Block 602,148 T .000 -
Model ] 602148 Ll 000
Model Summary
-2log | Cox&Snell. | Nagelkerke
Step § likelihood R Square | R Sqguare
11 9138587 G043 g . ...084 ]

Classification Table?

a. Varlable(s) entered on step 1: SH1330RB HTOTVAL MOBILEH OWNHOME
PCTONEYR, HFOODSP, CALIFORN.

Bredicted
HTELHHD Percentage
L Observed e 1 .00 1.00 Correct -
tep 1 H TELHHD o0 VO 0
1.00 0 12269 100.0
) Qverall Percentage L - B8.7
a. The cut value is .500
Variables inthe Equation 7
[ I B 'SE Waid 1dr T Sig. | Exp®) ]
S;ep "SH1330RB .161 093 - 3008 11 083 1.175 |
1 . HTOTVAL 000 000 69.963 1 .000 1.000 §
MOBILEH - 783 .088 78.773 1 000 A57 §
OWNHOME 962 068 | 200.282 1 .000 2617 |
PCTONEYR _ A76 .064 54,902 1 .000 1.610 [
HFOODSP -.254 059 18.562 1 000 J76 |
CALIFORN 658 .165 15.975 1 ©.000 1.931 {
Constant - 1.094 .072 231. 366 1 .000 2.985 ¢
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STATEMENT OF
CHAIRMAN MICHAEL K. POWELL

Today’s Order will help improve the ability of low-income consumers to make and
receive basic telephone calls from their homes. If estimates prove correct, the expanded.
- eligibility criteria we -adopt today should make telephone service more affordable for
approximately 1.17 to 1.29 million Americans — roughly 234,000 of whom will have never had
basic telephone service before in their lives.

Since its inception, our Lifeline/Link-Up programs have made basic telephone service
affordable to millions of low-income consumers, These support measures — though often
extremely modest on an individual level — have improved people’s lives by making everything
from jobs, to healthcare to emergency services available to program participants. And while
overall telephone penetration in the United States remains extremely high, too many people,
particularly on tribal lands and in rural areas, forgo this essential connection.

By expanding federal default eligibility criteria and encouraging greater community
outreach, today’s Order improves the administration of the program. While this is an important
- step, we must remain vigilant to ensure that our statutory goals are met and that states utilize

appropriate certification and. verification requirements. In the future, the Commission must
remain watchful for abuses of the self-certification rule and require underlymg documentation
where such abuse is demonstrated

This item could not have been possible but for the d111gence and 1n51ght of the federal and
state members of the Joint Board. I am confident that we will soon see the fruits of your efforts
in the form of greater access to basic telephone service across America.
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STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER KATHLEEN Q. ABERNATHY

The Lifeline/Link-Up program, together with the Commission’s other universal service
support mechanisms, has helped ensure that the vast majority of Americans -— nearly 95 percent
- have access to telecommunications services at affordable rates. As successful as this program
has been, however, there is room for improvement. Congress expressly directed the Commission
to facilitate network access for low-income consumers, and an obvious way to promote that goal
is to allow consumers to qualify for Lifeline and Link-Up support based on proof of low income.
Our program-based eligibility standards remain useful, but the addition of an income-based
standard should significantly improve our ability to target support to needy recipients.

While I support expansmn of the eligibility criteria, I have also been a strong proponent
of measures to prevent waste, fraud, and abuse. In particular, we must balance the desire to
boost enrollment against the need to impose appropriate certification and verification
requirements. Especially with respect to income-based eligibility, where self-certification can
lend itself to abuse, we must require supporting documentation. I am confident that the
requirements we impose in this Order will protect the integrity of the program, yet are
sufficiently flexible to avoid placing undue burdens on program participants. We have also
taken steps to ensure that consumers are removed from the Lifeline rolls once they are no longer

ehglble, while. establlshmg safeguards to prevent benefits from being denied erroneously.

I appremate the hard work of the Joint Board on Universal Service, which laid the
groundwork for this Order.
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STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER MICHAEL J. COPPS

Congress defined universal setvice as an “evolving level of telecommunications
services.” As times change, so must the Commission’s efforts to ensure that all Americans have
access to services at just, reasonable and affordable rates. True to statutory intent, today we
adjust and recalibrate some of our policies to improve the effectiveness of our low-income

support mechanism.

I support this action. I am pleased that for the first time we expand the federal default
eligibility criteria to include income-based criterion. This should make it easier for houscholds
that no longer participate in qualifying assistance programs to participate in Lifeline and Link-
Up. It also should make it simpler for households that are subject to the time limits associated
with several federal public assistance programs under the Personal Responsibility and Work
Opportunity Reconciliation Act.

The potential of our Lifeline and Link-Up programs is bound closely to the combined
outreach efforts of carriers, states and the Commission. Only one-third of the households
currently eligible for Lifeline and Link-Up assistance subscribe to these programs. ‘Although we
enjoy a national telephone penetration tate of just below 95 percent, some areas of this country—
especially tribal lands—have penetration rates that are inexcusably lower. And we must never

forget that there are households in this country without access to basic telephone service. We are
bound. by the statute to do more. The enhanced guidelines for outreach provided by the Order
are a good first step. And I am pleased that the Further Notice of Proposed Rulemaking seeks
comment on the need for additional outreach requirements that would further strengthen the -
Lifeline and Lmk—Up programs. At present the Commission’s rules require carriers to publicize
the availability of these programs “in a manner reasonably designed to reach those likely to
qualify for the service.” I worry that such a broad requirement is difficult to monitor, hard to
enforce and puts beyond the reach of publicity those who would benefit most from these
programs.

The Joint Board’s Recommendation underlies the critical changes we make today. I
thank them for their hard work and valuable efforts to ensure that Lifeline and Link-Up continue
to play a role in keeping America connected.
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STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER KEVIN J. MARTIN

Today the Commission takes steps to update and improve the effectiveness of its low-income
support mechanism. The Commission’s statutory charge is to ensure that all Americans have
access to quality services at just, reasonable and affordable rates. Because of policies like the
Lifeline and Link-Up programs, today more than 95% of all U.S. households have basic
telephone services. By expanding the Federal default eligibility criteria today, we make it easier

- for many households to participate and make support more easily available for thousands of
‘Americans in need. '
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. STATEMENT OF
COMMISSIONER JONATHAN S. ADELSTEIN

I am pleased to support this Order because it strengthens and enhances the Commission’s
Lifeline and Link-Up programs. Together, the Lifeline and Link-Up programs form the
backbone of our efforts to promote universal telephone service for low-income consumers. By
providing discounts on telephone installation and monthly telephone service to low-income

_consumers, the Lifeline and Link-Up programs have been instrumental in helping us achieve

extraordinarily high levels of telephone penetration in the U.S. Overall, more than 95 percent of
households in the U.S. have telephone service. :

Indeed, for most of us, living without telephone service is almost unimaginable.
Telephone service is considered a necessity for daily modern life. It is a link to our jobs, to
commerce, to healthcare and emergency services, not to mention friends and family.
Increasingly, telephone service is a baseline, upon which we are building a national
communications infrastructure capable of supportmg services that are transforming our economy
and way of life.

Despite our progress, consumers in over 5 million U.S, households lack even the most
basic connectivity. For many of these consumers, the cost of activating and maintaining
telephone service is prohibitively expensive, keeping even the most basic connections out of
reach. This is particularly so for low income consumers, who are much less likely to have access
to telephone service. So, I am pleased-that this order strikes at that gap by introducing for the
first time federal income-based criteria for the Lifeline and Link-Up programs. This Order
recognizes that poverty rates are increasing, while participation in many public assistance
programs is decreasing. I hope that the income-based criteria that we adopt in this Order will
allow our valuable programs to reach more of the consumers who truly need this assistance, and .
I look forward to exploring the broader criteria proposed in the attached Notice.

I am also pleased that this Order encourages states and carriers to do more to increase
participation by eligible consumers. With less than half of all eligible households participating
in these programs, it appears that many low income consumers are unaware that assistance is
available to them. One significant step in this Order is the conclusion that we must do more to

- reach out to non-English speaking consumers. Through this approach, we recognize and foster

the diversity of our communities.

I would like to thank the members of the Federal-State Joint Board on Universal Service for

their contributions on this issue. Their recommendations form the basis for this decision. I

would also like to recognize our colleagues in the state public utility commissions who continue
to work hard to implement these programs as efficiently and effectively as pOSSIble All of us
benefit from their efforts and success.






FCC LIFELINE RULES

47 CFR § 54.409 Consumer ﬁualification fo:; Lifeline.

(a) To qualify to receive Lifeline service in a state that mandates state Lifeline support, a
consumer must meet the eligibility criteria established by the state commission for such support.
The state commission shall establish narrowly targeted qualification criteria that are based solely
on income or factors directly related to income. A state containing geographic areas included in
the definition of “reservation” and "near reservation,” as defined in §54.400(e), must ensure that
its qualification criteria are reasonably designed to apply fo low-income individuals living in such
areas.

{b) To qualify to receive Lifeline service in a state that does not mandate state Lifeline support, a
consumer's income, as defined in §54.400(f), must be at or below 135% of the Federal Poverty
Guidelines or a consumer must participate in one of the following federal assistance programs:

‘Medicaid; Food Stamps; Supplemental Security Income; Federal Public Housing Assistance

(Section 8); Low-Income Home Energy Assistance Program; National School Lunch Program’s
free lunch program; or Temporary Assistance for Needy Families.

(c) A consumer that fives on a reservation or near a reservation, but does not meet the
qualifications for Lifeline specified in paragraphs (a) and (b) of this section, nonetheless shall be a
“qualifying low-income consumer” as defined in §54.400(a). and thus an "eligible resident of Tribal
lands” as defined in §54.400(e) and shall qualify to receive Tiers One, Two, and Four Lifeline

- service if the individual participates in one of the following federal assistance programs: Bureau of

indian Affairs general assistance; Tribally administered Temporary Assistance for Needy
Families; Head Start (only those meeting its income qualifying standard); or National School
Lunch Program's free lunch program. Such qualifying fow-income consumer shall also qualify for
Tier-Three Lifeline support, if the carrier-offering the Lifeline service is not subject to the
regulation of the state and provides carrier-matching funds, as described in §54.403(a)(3). To

“receive Lifeline support under this paragraph for the eligible resident of Tribal fands, the eligible

telecommunications carrier offering the Lifeline service to such consumer must obtain the
consumer's signature on a document certifying under penalty of perjury that the consumer
receives benefits from at least one of the programs mentioned in this paragraph or paragraph (b)
of this section, and lives on or near a reservation, as defined in §54.400(e). In addition to
identifying in that document the program or programs from which that consumer receives
benefits, an eligible resident of Tribal lands also must agree o notify the carrier if that consumer
ceases to participate in the program or programs. Such qualifying low-income consumer shall
also qualify for Tier-Three Lifeline support, if the carrier offering the Lifeline service is not subject
to the regulation of the state and provides carrier-matching funds, as described in §54.403(a)(3).

(d) In a state that does not mandate state Lifeline support, each eligible telecommunications
carrier providing Lifeline service to a qualifying low-income consumer pursuant to paragraphs (b)
or {(c) of this section must obtain that consumer's signature on a document certifying under
penalty of perjury that:

(1) The consumer receives benefits from oné of the programs listed in paragraphs (b) or (c) of
this section, and identifying the program or programs from which that consumer receives benefits,
or :

(2) The consumer's household meets the income requirement of paragraph (o) of this section,
and that the presented documentation of income, as described in §§54.400(f), 54.410(a)(ii),
accurately represents the consumer's household income; and



(3) The consumer will notify the carrier if that consumer ceases to participate in the program or
programs or if the consumer's income exceeds 135% of the Federal Poverty Guidelines.

[65 FR 47905, Aug. 4, 2000, as amended at 68 FR 41942, July 16, 2003; 69 FR 34600, June 22,
2004]

Effective Date Note: At- 69 FR 34600, June 22, 2004, §54,409 paragraph (d) was added. This
paragraph contains information collection and recordkeeplng requirements and will not become
effective until approval has been given by the Office of Management and Budget.

. 47 CFR § 54.410 Certification and Verification of Consumer Qualification for Lifeline.

{a) Certification of income. Consumers q'uatifyi'ng under an income-based criterion must present
documentation of their household income prior to enrollment in Lifeline.

(1) By one year from the effective date of these rules, eligible telecommunications carriers in
states that mandate state Lifeline support must comply with state certification procedures to
document consumer income-based eligibility for Lifeline pricr fo that consumer's enrollment if the
consumer is qualifying under an income-based criterion.

(2) By.one year from the effective date of these rules, eligible telecommunications carriers in

states that do not mandate state Lifeline support must implement certification procedures to
document consumer-income-based eligibility for Lifeline prior to that consumer's enrollment if the

- consumer is qualifying under the income-based criterion specified in §54.409(b). Acceptable

documentation of income eligibility includes the prior year's state, federal, or tribal tax return,
current income statement from an employer or paycheck stub, a Social Security statement of

" benefits, a Veterans Administration statement of benefits, a retirement/pension statement of

benefits, an Unemployment/Workmen's Compensation statement of benéfits, federal or tribal
notice letter of participation in General Assistance, a divorce decree, child support, or other
official document. If the consumer presents documentation of income that does not cover a full
year, such as current pay stubs, the consumer must present three consecutive months worth of
the same types of document within that calendar year.

(b) Self-certifications. After income certification procedures are implemented, eligible
telecommunications carriers and consumers are required to make certain self-certifications, under

penalty of perjury, relating to the Lifeline program. Eligible telecommunications carriers must

retain records of their self-certifications and those made by consumers.

(1) An officer of the eligible telecommunications carrier in a state that mandates state Lifeline
support must certify that the eligible telecommunications carrier is in compliance with state
Lifeline income certification procedures and that, to the best of his/her knowledge, documentation
of income was presented. -

(2) An officer of the eligible telecommunications carrier in a state that does not mandate state
Lifeline support must certify that the eligible telecommunications carrier has procedures in place
to review income documentation and that, to the best of hisfher knowledge, the carrier was
presented with documentation of the consumer's household income.

(3) Consumers qualifying for Lifeline under an income-based criterion must certify the number of
individuals in their households on the document required in §54.409(d).

{c) Verification of Continued Eligibility. Consumers quahfy;ng for Llfelme may be required to verify
contmued eligibility on an annual basis.



(1) By one year from the effective date of these rules, eligible telecommunications carriers in
states that mandate state Lifeline support must comply with state verification procedures to
validate consumers' continued eligibility for Lifeline. The eligible telecommunications carrier must
be able to document that it is complying with state regulations and verification requirements.

(2) By one year from the effective date of these rules, eligible telecommunications carriers in
states that do not mandate state Lifeline support must implement procedures to verify annually
the continued eligibility of a statistically valid random sample of their Lifeline subscribers. Eligible
telecommunications carriers may verify directly with a state that particular subscribers continue to
be eligible by virtue of participation in a qualifying program or income level. To the extent eligible
telecommunications carriers cannot obtain the necessary information from the state, they may
suivey subscribers directly and provide the results of the sample to the Administrator.
Subscribers who are subject to this verification and qualify under program-based eligibility criteria
must prove their continued eligibility by presenting in person or sending a copy of their Lifeline-
qualifying public assistance card and seif-certifying, under penailty of perjury, that they continue to
participate in the Lifeline-qualifying public assistance program. Subscribers who are subject to
this verification and qualify under the income-based eligibility criteria must prove their continued
eligibility by presenting current income documentation consistent with the income-certification
process in §54.410(a)(2). These subscribers must also self-certify, under penalty of perjury, the
number of individuals in their household and that the documentation presented accurately
represents their annual household income. An officer of the eligible telecommunications carrier
must certify, under penalty of perjury, that the company has income verification procedures in
place and that, to the best of his or her knowledge, the company was presented with
. corroborating documentation. The eligible telecommunications carrier must retain records of
these certifications. -. ' :

[69 FR 34600, June 22, 2004, as amended at 73 FR 42274, July 21, 2008]

- Effective Date Note: At 69 FR 34600, June 22, 2004, §54.410 was added. This section
contains information collection and recordkeeping requirements and will not become effective -
until approval has been given by the Office of Management and Budget.

47 CFR § 54.417 Recordkeeping requirements.

(a) Eligible telecommunications carriers must maintain records to document compliance with all '
Commission and state requirements governing the Lifeline/Link Up programs for the three full
preceding calendar years and provide that documentation to the Commission or Administrator
upon request. : : '

Notwithstanding the preceding sentence, eligible telecommuni.cations 'carriers must maintain the
documentation required in §§54.409(d} and 54.410(b)(3) for as long as the consumer receives
Lifeline service from that eligible telecommunications carrier '

(b) Non-eligible-telecommunications-carrier resellers that purchase Lifeline discounted wholesale
services to offer discounted services to low~-income consumers must maintain records to
document compliance with all Commission requirements governing the Lifeline/Link Up programs
for the three full preceding calendar years and provide that documentation to the Commission or
Administrator upon request. To the extent such a reseller provides discounted services to low-
income consumers, it constitutes the eligible telecommunications carrier referenced in
§§54.405(c), 54.405(d), 54.409(d), 54.410, and 54.416.

[69 FR 34601, June 22, 2004, as amended at 72 FR 54218, Sept. 24, 2007]
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Cox Communications, Inc,
1400 Lake Hearn Brive, N.E.
Atlanta, Georgia 30319
{404} 843-5000

March 4, 2008
VIA CERTIFIED MAIL RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Univetsal Service Administrative Company

444 Hoes Lane co
RRC 4A1060 A 7
Piscataway, NJ 08854 COMMUNICATIONS
Attention: Karen Majcher, Vice President,

High Cost & Low income Division, USAC

RE: Cox Rhode Island Te!com L.L.C. — Annual Recertlf cation
SAC #: 589001

Dear Ms. Majcher:

Cox Rhode Island Telcom, L.L.C. {“Cox”) would appreciate your assistance in providing us with an advisory fetter
addressing the following circumstance:

The Rhode Island Public Utihtles Commlssmn which regulates Cox-and other eligible telecommunications carriers
in the State of Rhode Island does not have rules in place with respect tothe annual recertification of Lifeline
customers. Cox has d|scussed this- matter with the Commission’s staff, butit does not now appear that such rules
will be promulgated in the. foreseeabie future. inthe absence of state rules, Cox has exerted efforts to verify the
continuéd qualification of its Lifeline customer base, specifically recertifymg its entire Lifeline customer base.
However, in light of Cox’s growing Lifeline customer base, dn a going forward basis, Cox would liké to perform a
valid statistical sample of its Lifeline customer base pursuant 1o USAC’s table,wh‘ich is enclosed; in lieu of
_ recertlfvmg all its Lifeline customers. Cox believes that other carriers in Rhode Island also employ statistical
sampling to determine the qualifi catlon of their Lifeling customer hase.

Cox respectfu_lly réq_uests that the Universal $ewjte‘AdmlnistrativeCOmp,any ptovi'c_i,e its opinion as to whether
Cox can perform a sampling of its Lifeline customer base as full satisfaction of USAC’s annual Recertification
requirement,

Your consideration and directive in this matter wili be greatly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

Suzasife L. Howard
Director, Regulatory Affairs .

Enclosure

cc: David Capozzi, Acting General Counsel, USAC
Patricia Luccarelli, Chief of Legal Services
Cindy Wilson-Frias, Rhode Island PUC
Don Crosby, Senior Counsel, Cox






. R Karen Majcher
| , ] ‘ ' Vice-President

Universal Service Administrative Company ngh Cost and Low Income Division

March 11, 2008

Suzanne Howard

Director, Regulatory Affairs .
Cax Communications

1400 Lake Hearn Drive, N.E.
Atlanta, GA 30319

RE: Cox Rhode isiand Telecom, LLC Request for Clarification of Verification Rules
Dear Ms. Howard: |

| am in recelpt of your letter of March 4, 2008 concerning Cox Rhode Island
Telecom’s request for clarification of is annual obligation to verify the continued
eligibifity of its Lifeline customers. As you are aware, under the Federal
Communicati mmission's (FCC) rules, states that mandate Lifeline

support,. such iode:Island, are responsible for establishing their own
verification re 1ents. USAC does not have the authority to provide guidance

to companies regarding what actions must be taken to comply with federal or
state verification rules. - If your.company is unable to obtain clarification from the
Rhode lsland Public Utilities Commission, you might want to contact the FCC for
guidance on this issue.

Karen Maijcher
Vice—Pr;esidentf-High Cost and Low Income Division

2000 1. Street, NW.  Suite 200 -~ Washington, DC.20036  Voice 2ﬁ2.776.0200 Fax 202.776.0080 www.usac.org



