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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND 
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 

 
 
IN RE THE NARRAGANSETT ELECTRIC   : 
COMPANY d/b/a NATIONAL GRID (requesting an  : Docket No.  
Order permitting the exercise of the right of eminent  : 
domain – Cottrell)      :    
       
 

PETITION 
 

Introduction 

1. The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a National Grid (hereinafter "National 

Grid"), brings this Petition under R.I. Gen. Laws §39-1-31 and Rule 1.10 of the Public Utilities 

Commission’s (“PUC”) Rules of Practice and Procedure seeking authority to exercise the right 

of eminent domain for the purpose of confirming title to an easement which National Grid has 

held since the 1950’s. 

 2. National Grid is a Rhode Island chartered public utility under the supervision of 

the PUC. 

3. National Grid serves approximately 475,000 electric customers in 38 towns and 

cities and approximately 245,000 natural gas customers in 33 towns and cities in Rhode Island. 

The Right of Way 

4. National Grid currently owns a transmission line right-of-way (“ROW”) between 

its Kent County Substation on Cowesett Road in Warwick and the West Kingston Substation on 

Great Neck Road in South Kingstown.  The width of the ROW varies from 200 to 300 feet. 

 5. The ROW was acquired by National Grid in the late 1950’s and early 1960’s. 
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6. The ROW is occupied by two 115,000 volt (115 kV) transmission lines, the L-190 

and G-185S lines.1 

 7. The G-185S line was constructed between the Kent County Substation and the 

West Kingston Substation in the mid-1960’s.   

8. The L-190 line was constructed between the Kent County Substation and the Old 

Baptist Road Tap Point, a distance of 5.3 miles, in the mid-1990’s. 

9. In 2007 and 2008 National Grid extended the L-190 line from the Old Baptist 

Road Tap Point south a distance of 12.3 miles to the West Kingston Substation within the ROW 

(the “L-190 extension.”)  

10. The L-190 extension is part of National Grid’s Southern Rhode Island 

Transmission Project (“Project”) which was the subject of a proceeding before the Energy 

Facility Siting Board (“EFSB”).   

11. On March 13, 2007, the EFSB issued its order approving the Project including, 

inter alia, the L-190 extension.  In Re The Narragansett Electric Company Southern Rhode 

Island Transmission Project, Docket No. SB-2005-01, Decision and Order (Order No. 59, March 

13, 2007) [“EFSB Order”.]   

 12. As part of the EFSB proceeding, the PUC was asked for and provided an advisory 

opinion finding that the Project was needed to serve National Grid’s customers in southern 

Rhode Island.  In re Issuance of Advisory Opinion to the Energy Facility Siting Board regarding 

Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a/ National Grid’s Application to Construct and Alter Major 

Energy Facilities, Advisory Opinion to the EFSB (PUC Order No. 18698, August 23, 2006), 

                                                 
1 Part of the ROW north of the area that is the subject of this petition is also occupied by a 34.5 kV line. 
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[“PUC Advisory Opinion.”]  Copies of the EFSB Order and the PUC Advisory Opinion are 

attached hereto as Exhibits A and B, respectively and incorporated herein by reference. 

The Easement 

13. Between August 1, 1958 and February 25, 1963, National Grid was granted 

easement rights by Nathanial P. Knowles, et al., across property located to the north and south of 

Kingston Road (Route 138) in South Kingstown and shown on Plan L-7645, a copy of which is 

attached as Exhibit C.  The easement deeds, copies of which are attached as Exhibit D, are as 

follows: 

GRANTOR INTEREST DEED 
EXECUTED 

DEED 
RECORDED 

RECORDING 
INFORMATION 

Nathaniel Knowles et al. 
(Nathaniel P. Knowles 
and Edna C. Knowles) 

1/6 8/14/58 9/26/58 Book 83, page 112 

Nathaniel Knowles et al. 
(Corrective/confirming 
easement deed) 

1/6 10/15/59 11/6/59 Book 85, page 356 

Paul Gardner et al.     
(Paul Gardner, Julia F. 
Gardner, Eugene L. 
Gagner, Maude L. 
Gagner, Evelyn A. 
Gardner, Rufus P. 
Gardner, Jr., John H. 
Lasell, Anna P. Lasell) 
(“Paul Gardner et al.”) 

1/6 8/1/58 10/20/58 Book 83, page 233 

Paul Gardner et al. 
(Corrective/confirming 
easement deed) 

1/6 8/1/59 8/10/59 Book 85, page 61 

Nathanial Peckham et al. 1/6 2/25/63 2/28/63 Book 91, page 146 

Arthur Peckham et al. 1/2 8/5/58 10/27/58 Book 83, page 253 

Arthur Peckham et al. 
(Corrective/confirming 
easement deed) 

1/2 8/1/59 8/10/59 Book 85, page 66 
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 14. In 2005, counsel representing Oliver C. Cottrell (“Cottrell”) notified National 

Grid that a portion of said easement located south of Kingstown Road “crosses [Cottrell’s] 

property and that they and their predecessors in title have not given an easement for the right-of-

way.” 

 15. National Grid and Cottrell have had numerous discussions since 2005 but have 

not reached agreement as to National Grid’s ownership of said easement rights. 

 16. This Petition is brought for the purpose of obtaining an order allowing National 

Grid to exercise the right of eminent domain for the purpose of confirming title to and/or 

acquiring rights in that portion of said easement located between Kingstown Road and the 

southern boundary of the Cottrell property (the “Easement.”) 

National Grid Charter and §39-1-31 

 17.  This Petition is presented in accordance with the provisions of an act passed at the 

January, 1964, Session of the Rhode Island General Assembly, as amended by Chapter 240 of 

the Public Laws of 1969 (including Section 39-1-31 of the Rhode Island General Laws, 1956, as 

amended) and by an act passed at the January, 1976, Session of the Rhode Island General 

Assembly under which National Grid is authorized and empowered to take by right of eminent 

domain certain lands, estates, interests, easements or rights in or to lands to the extent and for the 

purposes set forth therein. 

   18.  Section 39-1-31 of the Rhode Island General Laws, 1956, as amended, requires 

National Grid to obtain an Order from the PUC which will permit National Grid to file a petition 

in the Superior Court to exercise the right of eminent domain.  

19.  The taking of the Easement hereinabove described is in the public interest and is 

necessary and desirable in connection with the conduct of National Grid's business in order to 
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enable it reasonably to continue to render adequate electric service to its customers as permitted 

by its charter and as required by law and to insure reliability of service to its customers.  In 

particular, if National Grid is not able to confirm the title to the Easement, it may not be able to 

continue to operate the G-185S and L-190 lines. 

20. The construction and operation of the L-190 extension and the continued 

operation of the G-185S line are critical to enable National Grid to provide service to its 

customers in southern Rhode Island. 

21.  The need for the Project including the L-190 extension was addressed by the 

EFSB in the EFSB Order.  The EFSB noted that it had requested an advisory opinion on the need 

for the Project from the PUC which conducted hearings on July 17, 2006.   

22. In determining that the Project was needed, the EFSB stated  

In its findings of fact, the Commission characterized the record before it 
as “complete and persuasive” and determined that the Project “is necessary to 
meet the energy needs of Rhode Island.”  In its conclusions of law it found “there 
is a need to construct the Project which as discussed above consists of 
constructing new 115kV transmission lines and 115kV tap lines, reconductoring 
existing 115kV transmission lines, constructing a new 115kV – 12.47kV 
substation and expanding and modifying existing substations.”  PUC Advisory 
Opinion, pp. 13-14. 

 
In the proceedings before the Board, the need for the Project was 

addressed only by counsel and in a few public comments.  In all cases the 
speakers agreed that the Project was needed.  Based on the PUC’s unequivocal 
advisory opinion on the issue of need, the Board concludes that the Project is 
needed to meet the needs of the Southern Rhode Island area for energy. 

 
EFSB Order, p. 12.  [Footnote omitted.] 

23. The construction of the L-190 extension on the existing right-of-way has avoided 

undue interference with the orderly and scenic development of the region.  

24. The EFSB considered the environmental impact of the Project and concluded that 

“the Project will not cause unacceptable harm to the environment.”  EFSB Order, p. 29. 
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25. The rights and easements to be taken by eminent domain are described in Exhibit 

E and the parcel or strip of land affected thereby is shown in the plan entitled “Electric Easement 

Survey Plan; situated on Kingstown Road; South Kingstown, RI” by Garafalo & Associates, Inc. 

and dated January 20, 2009 (Exhibit F hereto.)  A legal description of said easement area is 

contained in Exhibit G hereto.  

26. National Grid has listed in Exhibit H the owners of the lands and those having an 

interest therein shown in Exhibit F and described in Exhibit G, so far as National Grid has been 

able to determine the same.  

WHEREFORE, National Grid prays that this Commission find that National Grid has 

established and the Commission has determined that the proposed taking is for the benefit of the 

people of the State and is in the public interest, that it is necessary in order that National Grid 

may carry on its business and render adequate service to the public and that the use to which the 

property taken will be put will not unduly interfere with the orderly and scenic development  

of the region.  

 National Grid further prays that the Commission issue a certificate authorizing National 

Grid to proceed with condemnation.  
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EXHIBITS TO PETITION 
 
 

A. In Re The Narragansett Electric Company Southern Rhode Island Transmission Project, 
Docket No. SB-2005-01, Decision and Order (Order No. 59, March 13, 2007) [“EFSB 
Order”] 

B. In re Issuance of Advisory Opinion to the Energy Facility Siting Board regarding 
Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a/ National Grid’s Application to Construct and Alter 
Major Energy Facilities, Advisory Opinion to the EFSB (PUC Order No. 18698, August 
23, 2006), [“PUC Advisory Opinion”] 

 
C. Plan L-7645 
 
D. Easement Deeds 
 
E. Rights and easements to be taken by eminent domain 
 
F. “Electric Easement Survey Plan; situated on Kingstown Road; South Kingstown, RI” 

prepared by Garafalo & Associates, Inc. and dated January 20, 2009 
 
G. Description of parcel or strip of land 
 
H. Owners of the lands and those having an interest therein 
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EXHIBIT E 
 
 

 National Grid seeks to acquire the following perpetual rights and easement in the parcel 

which it proposes to condemn: 

(a) The perpetual right and easement to construct, reconstruct, repair, 
maintain, operate and patrol, for the transmission of high and low voltage 
electric current and for telephone use, lines of towers or poles or both, 
which lines may be erected at the same or different times, with wires, 
cables and ground wire strung upon and from the same, and with all 
necessary foundations, anchors, guys, braces, insulators, hardware, 
fittings, equipment and appurtenances, including a buried ground wire, 
over, across and upon a strip of land 200 feet in width situated in South 
Kingstown, Washington County, Rhode Island. 

 
(b) Also the perpetual right and easement from time to time without further 

payment therefor to clear and keep cleared said strip of trees, underbrush 
and structures (the first clearing may be for less than the full width and 
may be widened from time to time to the full width), and to renew, 
replace, add to and otherwise change the lines, and each and every part 
thereof, and the location thereof within said strip, and to pass along said 
strip to and from the adjoining lands and to pass over the Grantors’ land to 
and from said strip as reasonable required. 

 
(c) The perpetual right and easement to construct, operate and maintain 

transmission lines as herein described, and to make such right and 
easement assignable. 
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EXHIBIT G 
 

DESCRIPTION OF 
ELECTRIC TRANSMISSION LINE EASEMENT 

 

That certain tract or parcel of land with all buildings and improvements thereon situated on the 
southwesterly side of Kingstown Road (Route 138) in the Town of South Kingstown, County of 
Washington, and State of Rhode Island is herein bounded and described. 

Beginning at the most northwesterly corner of the herein described parcel, said point being 
located thirty three and 94/100 (33.94’) feet southwesterly of centerline station 38+44.44 as 
shown on state highway plat No. 360; 

Thence proceeding south 27⁰38’46” east along the southwesterly highway line of said 
Kingstown Road (Route 138) a distance of two hundred six and 90/100 (206.90’) feet to a point, 
said point being located thirty three and 94/100 (33.94’) feet southwesterly of centerline station 
40+51.34 as shown on said highway plat; 

Thence proceeding south 47⁰30’54” west a distance of one thousand four hundred fifty one and 
69/100 (1451.69’) feet to a point, bounded southeasterly by land now or formerly of Richard & 
Martha Spiewak, land now or formerly of Keah Properties, LLC and in part by land now or 
formerly of Oliver C. Cottrell; 

Thence proceeding north 79⁰57’40” west a distance of one hundred four and 14/100 (104.14’) 
feet to a point; 

Thence proceeding north 80⁰03’41” west a distance of one hundred forty eight and 07/100 
(148.07’) feet to a point, the last two (2) courses bounded southerly by land now or formerly of 
the State of Rhode Island; 

Thence proceeding north 47⁰30’54” east a distance of one thousand six hundred fifty eight and 
34/100 (1658.34’) feet to the point and place of beginning, bounded northwesterly by land now 
or formerly of Oliver C. Cottrell, Keah Properties, LLC and in part by land now or formerly of 
William J. Parenteau; 

Said easement contains 7.14 acres more or less and is shown on the plan entitled “Electric 
Easement Survey Plan; situated on Kingstown Road; South Kingstown, RI” prepared by 
Garafalo & Associates, Inc. and dated January 20, 2009. 
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EXHIBIT H – OWNERS OF INTERESTS IN EASEMENT 
 
 

Plat and Lot # 
 

Name and Address Interest 

21-2/13 Oliver C. Cottrell 
500 Waites Corner Road 
West Kingston, RI 02892 
 

Fee 

13/15 KEAH Properties, L.L.C. 
22 Lantern Lane 
Exeter, RI 02822 
 

Fee 

13/19 William J. Parenteau and  
Joyce M. Power 
3984 Kingstown Road 
West Kingston, RI 02892 
 

Fee 

13/20 Richard and Martha Spiewak 
2942 Kingstown Road 
West Kingston, RI 02892 
 
Mailing Address: 
33 Schooner Drive 
Wakefield, RI 02879 
 

Fee 

___ The Narragansett Electric Company d/b/a 
National Grid 
c/o Michael F. Ryan, President 
280 Melrose Street 
Providence, RI 02907 

Easement 
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