
 

 

       December 9, 2011 
 
Ms. Luly Massaro, Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
RE:   Docket 4300 
 Pawtucket Water Supply Board – Tariff Advice Filing 
 
Dear Ms. Massaro: 
 
 Enclosed please find an original and 9 copies of the Pawtucket Water Supply Board’s 
response to the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s First Set of Data Request. Please note 
that the response to Comm. 1-2 is not included. This response will be sent under separate cover. 
Also, please note that an electronic copy of this filing has been provided to the service list. 
 
 Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
       Sincerely, 
 
 
       Joseph A. Keough, Jr. 
JAK/kf 
Enclosures 

jkeough
Joe Keough



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4171 

Response Of  
The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  

To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 
Data Requests 

Set 1 
              
               
Comm. 1-1:  Please provide the minutes of Pawtucket Water Supply Board  
   meetings (including any subcommittee meetings) and City Council 
   Meetings wherein there were discussions, presentations, or votes 
   regarding the proposed fire protection charge. 
 
Response:  See attached. 
  
Prepared by:  James DeCelles 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4171 

Response Of  
The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  

To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 
Data Requests 

Set 1 
              
               
Comm. 1-3:  What is the projected cost of modifying the bill format of Pawtucket 
   customers’ bills to itemize the proposed Fire Protection Charge? 
 
Response:  The PWSB does not anticipate any costs to modify the bill format. 
   PWSB staff should be able to modify the bill format in-house without 
   any cost. The only scenario in which costs would be incurred is if the 
   PWSB requires assistance from its software vendor to change the 
   format. However, the PWSB does not anticipate that this will be  
   necessary.   
 
Prepared by: James DeCelles



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4171 

Response Of  
The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  

To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 
Data Requests 

Set 1 
              
               
Comm. 1-4:  Assuming the Tariff is approved for effect January 1, 2012, when  
   would the first bills showing the new charge be sent to customers? 
  
Response:  The first bills showing the new Fire Service Protection Surcharge will 
   be sent on either January 13 or 17, 2012. 
 
Prepared by: James DeCelles 
 



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4171 

Response Of  
The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  

To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 
Data Requests 

Set 1 
              
               
Comm. 1-5:  Please provide the number of meters by meter size. 
 
Response:  The original filing indicated there were 17,418 meters in the City of 
   Pawtucket. However, there were 14 meters with missing data codes of 
   IN (for inside Pawtucket) or OUT (for outside Pawtucket). Following 
   the filing of the Tariff Advice, each account was inspected and all 14 
   meters are located in Pawtucket. Therefore, the actual meter count in 
   Pawtucket is 17,432. (See Attached).This does not change the PWSB’s 
   request for a $2.57 Fire Service Protection Charge.  
 
   To collect the $535,768.43 of lost revenue from 17,432 meters, the 
   actual charge would be $2.560833333.1 The PWSB still recommends 
   that the proposed charge be rounded to $2.57, which provides an 
   excess of $1,834.45.2 If the PWSB rounded down to $2.56, it would 
   under-collect by $257.39.3

 

 The excess will provide the PWSB with a 
   cushion as there could be some collection issues, and if the excess is 
   collected, the PWSB still recommends that it be deposited to the 
   restricted IFR account.  

Prepared by: James DeCelles

                                                      
1 $535,768.43 ÷ 17,432 = $30.73476537 (rounded to) $30.73 ÷ 12 = $2.560833333 
 
2 $2.57 x 17,432 = $44,800.24 x 12 = $537,602.88 - $535,768.43 = $1,834.45. 
 
3 $2.56 x 17,432 = $44,625.92 x 12 = $535,511.04 - $535,768.43 = $(257.39). 
 



Comm. 1-5 Attachment

85 Branch Street

Pawtucket, RI 02860

401-729-5000

www.pwsb.org

Meter Size
INside/OUTside of 

Pawtucket
Inside 

Pawtucket
Outside 

Pawtucket
Total          

Meters
Code IN % OUT % %

5/8 13                    13                    
5/8 16,277             5,250               21,527             
3/4 205                  64                    269                  
1 412                  96                    508                                                                           

Total Meters 1" or less 16,907             97% 5,410               98% 22,317             97%
1 1/2 1                       1                       
1 1/2 175                  43                    218                  

2 305                  76                    381                  
3 27                    2                       29                    
4 13                    3                       16                    
6 4                       5                       9                       
8 1                       1                       

12 3                       3                                                                                
Total Meters greater than 1" 525                  3% 133                  2% 658                  3%

Total Meters 17,432             100% 5,543               100% 22,975             100%

SCHEDULE OF METERS BY METER SIZE

http://www.pwsb.org/�


STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4171 

Response Of  
The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  

To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 
Data Requests 

Set 1 
               
 
Comm. 1-6: Did PWSB’s analysis of the allocation of the Fire Protection Surcharge   
  among meter sizes go beyond the determination that 97% of the    
  meters were 1 inch or less?  If so, please provide the remaining    
  analysis. 

 
Response: The PWSB analysis of the Fire Protection Surcharge did not go much   
  further than the analysis of meter distribution. As set forth in the    
  attachment to Comm. 1-5, 97% of the meters in Pawtucket are smaller   
  than one inch.  Based on the meter distribution, an increase in the   
  amount of the surcharge on large meters would have to be very    
  severe and to make any significant impact on residential customers.   
  The PWSB believes this would be inequitable.   
 
Prepared by: James DeCelles 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that on December 9, 2011, I sent a copy of the within to all parties set 
forth on the attached Service List by electronic mail and copies to Luly Massaro, 
Commission Clerk, by electronic mail and regular mail.  
 
 

Parties/Address E-mail Distribution Phone/Fax 
James L. DeCelles, P.E. Chief Engineer  
Pawtucket Water Supply Board 
85 Branch St. 
Pawtucket, RI 02860 

decelles@pwsb.org  
 

401-729-5001 

rbenson@pwsb.org  
giassongm@pwsb.org  

Jon Hagopian, Esq. 
Dept. of Attorney General 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI  02903 

Jhagopian@riag.ri.gov 401-222-2424 
 sscialabba@ripuc.state.ri.us  

jbell@ripuc.state.ri.us  
Mtobin@riag.ri.gov  
dmacrae@riag.ri.gov 

Christopher Woodcock 
Woodcock & Associates, Inc. 
18 Increase Ward Drive 
Northborough, MA 01532 

Woodcock@w-a.com  
 

508-393-3337 
508-393-9078 

David Bebyn 
B&E Consulting  
21 Dryden Lane 
Providence, RI 02904 

dbebyn@beconsulting.biz 401-785-0800 
401-421-5696 

Andrea Crane 
The Columbia Group 
PO Box 810 
Georgetown, CT 06829 

Ctcolumbia@aol.com 
 

203-438-2999 
203-894-3274 

Thomas S. Catlin 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 
5565 Sterrett Place, Suite 310 
Columbia, MD 21044 

tcatlin@exeterassociates.com     410-992-7500 
410-992-3445 
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STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4171 

Response Of  
The Pawtucket Water Supply Board  

To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 
Data Requests 

Set 1 
              
               
 

File original and nine (9) copies w/: 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI 02888 

lmassaro@puc.state.ri.us 401-780-2104 
401-941-1691 
 
 

plucarelli@puc.state.ri.us  

sccamara@puc.state.ri.us  

 
 
 
 

____________________________ ____ 
Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esquire # 4925 

        KEOUGH & SWEENEY, LTD. 
        100 Armistice Boulevard 
        Pawtucket, RI   02860 
        (401) 724-3600 (phone) 
        (401) 724-9909 (fax) 
        jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com 
 

mailto:lmassaro@puc.state.ri.us�
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jkeough
Joe Keough
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