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   April 18, 2014 

 
 
Ms. Luly Massaro, Clerk 
Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Boulevard 
Warwick, RI  02888 
 
Re:   United Water Rhode Island, Inc. – Docket 4434 
 
Dear Ms. Massaro: 
 
 Enclosed please find an original and nine (9) copies of the following document: 
 

1. United Water Rhode Island, Inc.’s Responses to the Rhode Island Public Utilities 
Commission’s Hearing Record Requests.  
 

  An electronic copy of this document has been provided to the service list.  
 
 Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
        Sincerely, 
 
 
 
        Joseph A. Keough, Jr. 
JAK/kf 
Enclosures  
 

jkeough
Joe Keough



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4434 

Response of United Water Rhode Island, Inc. 
To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 

Hearing Record Requests 
 

 
 

HRR-1:  Please provide a list of fire hydrants that are planned to be painted. 

RESPONSE:  Attached is a list of hydrants that will be used to schedule the painting. The 
 Company will be starting in Narragansett because that’s where the hydrants 
 need immediate attention. The Company will scrape and paint as many as can be 
 finished within the financial constraints permitted. 

 
 
Prepared by:  Stan Knox   





























STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4434 

Response of United Water Rhode Island, Inc. 
To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 

Hearing Record Requests 
 

 
 

HRR-2: Please provide the detail of items contained in miscellaneous category in Account 
50655. 

 
RESPONSE:  
 
Account 50655  Miscellaneous Expenses  

 12 months ended  12/31/2012 
  

   Vendor Total Description 

ALLIED WASTE SERVICES 17,828.15  
Garbage Disposal at Arnold Street and Howland Pump 
Station 

BANK OF AMERICA PURCHASING 
CAR 2,545.02  Misc. Office Supplies & Materials 
Expense Module Costs 249.96  Employee travel & misc. expenses 
G NEIL 59.99  Poster Guard - 1 year Renewal 

Miscellaneous expenses 1,696.07  
Misc Accruals primarily for Office Supplies and 
Materials 

NEW ENGLAND WATER HEATER CO 
IN 130.98  Water Heater Rental 
SUPREME RESTORATION LLC DBA 
SE 310.00  Office Carpet Cleaning 
USA BLUE BOOK 7,711.96  Misc. Office Supplies & Materials 
WH HOLLAND ELECTRIC INC 5.03  Red Lamps 
ZUERCHER KATHLEEN - PETTY CASH 275.11  Coffee 
Grand Total 30,812.27    

 
 
Prepared by: Elda Gil    



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4434 

Response of United Water Rhode Island, Inc. 
To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 

Hearing Record Requests 
 

 
 

HRR- 3: Please provide the detail of items contained in miscellaneous category in Account 
92600. 

 
RESPONSE:  
 
Account 92600  Other Misc G&A Expenses 

 12 months ended  12/31/2012 
  

   Vendor Total Description 
BANK OF AMERICA PURCHASING 
CARD 1,797.37  Janitorial Services 
GRIGGS & BROWNE 379.00  Pest Control 

Other misc G&A expenses 16,129.52  

 
$3K for UBS/CIS Implementation, $13K for AON 
(Actuary) costs. 

Payroll and Benefits 228.00  Employee travel & misc. expenses 
PETRO COMMERCIAL SERVICES (1,204.82) Credit for Energy Services 
SPAIN RESTAURANT 2,500.00  Holiday Party 
Grand Total 19,829.07    

 
 
Prepared by: Elda Gil    



STATE OF RHODE ISLAND PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION 
DOCKET NO. 4434 

Response of United Water Rhode Island, Inc. 
To The Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission’s 

Hearing Record Requests 
 

 
 

HRR-4: 1) Please provide the number of private fire hydrants. 
 

2) Please provide various rate designs related to Private and Public Fire Protection 
that keeps the total fire protection revenues as per the settlement agreement at 
$635,616 and attempts to equalize the Public Hydrant rate and the 6” Private Fire 
service connection rate. 

 
RESPONSE: 

1) As stated at the hearing in this Docket, there is a distinction between Public Fire 
and Private Fire charges. Public Fire Charges represent hydrants that are owned by 
the Company, in public streets, and billed to either the municipality or the Union Fire 
District. Thus, United Water charges a single Public Fire Charge for each public fire 
hydrant. On the other hand, Private Fire Charges represent the size of the 
connection to United Water’s main. Thus, United charges a single Private Fire Charge 
for each connection (with the amount of the charge depending on the size of the 
connection). From each private service connection the customer, on private 
property (either a lot or private street), may put as many hydrants or indoor fire 
sprinkler systems as the hydraulic capacity may allow. So each Private Fire Charge 
does not necessarily represent a single private fire hydrant.  

 
 In order to determine the number of private hydrants that are connected to each 

private service connection, United Water  would need to physically go to each of the 
139 private fire customers and count the number of hydrants that are connected to 
each private service line. Since these hydrants are not owned by the United, it does 
not have these records. 

 
2) Attached are Schedules that reflect various scenarios in an attempt to equalize 
the Public Hydrant rate and the 6” private Fire service connection rate. 

 



Schedule 1 – This Schedule summarizes the Settlement agreement with an across 
the board increase of 32.88%.   

 
  Current Charges 
   
      Quarterly 
       Rate 
   
  Private Fire 6” - $162.00 
  Public Fire -       $130.00 
 
  Proposed Settlement 

Quarterly Percent 
        Rate  Increase 
   
  Private Fire 6” - $215.19 32.83% 
  Public Fire -       $173.00 33.08% 
 
Schedule 2 – This Schedule equalizes the Private Fire 6” connection with the Public 

Fire hydrant rate by bringing the Public Fire rate up to the private fire 6” 
connection rate of $215.19 as proposed in the Settlement Agreement (See 
Schedule 1). However in doing so, when multiplying the number of units (col 2) 
times the rate (col 3) total fire protection charges (col 4) are $111,828 higher 
than the settlement amount of $635,616. To compensate for that, the $111,828 
was allocated to each private fire service size and to public fire hydrants. For 
example the 2 ½” service size revenue in Col 4 of $701 divided by the total 
revenues in Col 4 of $747,444 times the $111,828 results in the adjustment of 
($105). This was done for each service size and public hydrants. The result of this 
is an equalized rate of $182.99 for the 6” Private Fire connection and the Public 
Hydrants.(Note- due to rounding the Public Fire rate is $183.00) 

 
    Quarterly Percent 
        Rate  Increase 
 

Private Fire 6” - $182.99 12.97% 
  Public Fire -       $183.00 40.77% 
 
Schedule 3 – Schedule 3 develops a rate based upon 6” meter equivalents. The 

relationship of each service size rate to 6” (i.e.: 22.00/162.00 = 0.14) times the 
number of units. Since hydrants are generally 6” they each count as 1. The total 
fire protection revenues of $635,616 are divided by the total 6” equivalents of 
868.36 to develop the quarterly rate. The result is a rate of $182.99 which is the 
same as developed in Schedule 2. 

 
Prepared by: Gary Prettyman     



HR-4
Schedule 1

Connection Size Current Rate 
(Quarterly)

Present rate 
Revenues

Proposed Rate 
(Quarterly)

Pro 
Forma 
Units

Annual 
Revenue Amount of 

Rate

Annual 
Revenue

Percent

 2 1/2" $22.00 $528 $29.22 6             $701 $7.22 $173 32.82%
3" 32.00              -                 42.51               -             -              10.51          -              32.84%
4" 60.00              4,800              79.70               20           6,376          19.70          1,576          32.83%
6" 162.00            90,072            215.19             139         119,646      53.19          29,574        32.83%
8" 337.00            36,396            447.65             27           48,346        110.65        11,950        32.83%
10" 601.00            -                 798.33             -             -              197.33        -              32.83%
12" 966.00            3,864              1,283.17          1             5,133          317.17        1,269          32.83%
16" 2,050.00         -                 2,723.09          -             -              673.09        -              32.83%

Total Private Fire $135,660 193         $180,202 $44,542

Fire Hydrants Current Rate Present rate 
Revenues

Proposed   
Rate

Pro 
Forma 
Units

Annual 
Revenue

Quarterly $130.00 $183,040 $173.00 352         $243,584 $43.00 $60,544 33.08%
Semi-Annual 260.00            159,640          345.00             307         211,830      85.00          52,190        32.69%

Total Public Fire $342,680 659         $455,414 $112,734

Total Fire Service $478,340 $635,616 $157,276 32.88%

Settlement Increase

 Public Fire Service Revenue

Joint Settlement Across-The-Board

UNITED WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC.

Determination of Fire Service Revenues at Present and Proposed Rates
Based on Division Units of Service

Rate Year Ended December 31, 2014

Private Fire Service Revenue



HR-4
Schedule 2

Private fire Protection

Connection Size
Pro 

Forma 
Units

Proposed Rate 
(Quarterly)

Annual 
Revenue

Reallocate 
increased 

public

Adjusted 
Annual 

Revenue

Proposed 
Rate 

(Quarterly)

Amount of 
Rate Increase

Annual 
Revenue 
Increase

Percent

(1) (2) (3) (4) (5) (6) (7) (8) (9) (10)

 2 1/2" 6             $29.22 $701 ($105) $596 $24.83 $2.83 $68 12.86%
3" -              42.51              -                -                -               -                
4" 20           79.70              6,376            (954)              5,422           67.78          7.78              622                12.97%
6" 139         215.19            119,646        (17,901)         101,745       182.99        20.99            11,673           12.96%
8" 27           447.65            48,346          (7,233)           41,113         380.68        43.68            4,717             12.96%
10" -              798.33            -                -                -               -                
12" 1             1,283.17         5,133            (768)              4,365           1,091.25     125.25          501                12.97%
16" -              2,723.09         -                -                -               -                

Total Private Fire 193         180,202$      (26,961)$       153,241$     17,581$         

Public Fire Protection

Fire Hydrants
Pro 

Forma 
Units

Proposed   
Rate

Annual 
Revenue

Reallocate 
increased 

public

Adjusted 
Annual 

Revenue

Proposed 
Rate 

(Quarterly)

Amount of 
Rate Increase

Annual 
Revenue 
Increase

Percent

Quarterly 352         215.19            $302,988 ($45,331) $257,657 183.00        53.00            $74,617 40.77%
Semi-Annual 307         430.38            264,254        (39,536)         224,718       365.99        105.99          65,078           40.77%

Total Public Fire 659         $567,242 ($84,867) $482,375 $139,695

Total Fire Service 747,444        (111,828)       635,616       $157,276 32.88%

($111,828)
Joint Settlement revenues $635,616

Settlement Increase

UNITED WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC.

Determination of Fire Service Revenues at Present and Proposed Rates
Based on Division Units of Service

Rate Year Ended December 31, 2014

Equalize Private Fire 6" and Public Fire Hydrant Rates



HR-4
Schedule 3

Private fire Protection

Current Rate 
(Quarterly)

6" Equivalents 
Ratio

Pro Forma 
Units

Number of 6" 
Equivalent 

Units
Connection Size Proposed Rate 

(Quarterly) Annual Revenue

$22.00 0.14                 6                0.84  2 1/2" $24.83 $596
32.00               0.20                 -                 3" -                        
60.00               0.37                 20              7.40 4" 67.78                5,422                    

162.00             1 139            139.00 6" 182.99             101,745                
337.00             2.08                 27              56.16 8" 380.68             41,113                  
601.00             3.71                 -                 10" -                        
966.00             5.96                 1                5.96 12" 1,091.25          4,365                    

2,050.00          12.65               -                 16" -                        
193            Total Private Fire 153,241$              

Public Fire Protection
Pro Forma 

Units Fire Hydrants Proposed Rate 
(Quarterly) Annual Revenue

352            352.00             Quarterly 183.00             $257,657
307            307.00             Semi-Annual 365.99             224,718                
659            Total Public Fire $482,375

Total 6" equivalent units 868.36
Total Fire Protection Revenues $635,616 Total Fire Service $635,616
Annual unit rate for 6" equivalent $731.97
Quarterly for 6" equivalent $182.99

UNITED WATER RHODE ISLAND, INC.

Determination of Fire Service Revenues at Present and Proposed Rates
Based on Division Units of Service

Rate Year Ended December 31, 2014

Develop Equalized Hydrant Rate Based Upon 6" Equivalent Ratios



CERTIFICATION 
 I hereby certify that on April 18, 2014, I sent a copy of the within to all parties set 
forth on the attached Service List by electronic mail and copies to Luly Massaro, 
Commission Clerk, by electronic mail and regular mail.  
 

Parties/Address E-mail Distribution  Phone 
Gary S. Prettyman 
United Water Mgmt. & Services, Inc. 
200 Old Hook Road 
Harrington Park, NJ 07640 

gary.prettyman@UnitedWater.com  201-784-7083 
 

Division of Public Utilities 
Christy Hetherington, Esq. 
Dept. of Attorney General 
150 South Main St. 
Providence, RI  02903 

chetherington@riag.ri.gov 401-222-2424  
 Jmunoz@riag.ri.gov  

dmacrae@riag.ri.gov 

John Spirito, Esq. 
Division of Public Utilities & Carriers 

Jspirito@ripuc.state.ri.us   
sscialabba@ripuc.state.ri.us 
jbell@ripuc.state.ri.us 
amancini@ripuc.state.ri.us  

Thomas S. Catlin 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 
10480 Little Patuxent Parkway 
Suite 300 
Columbia, MD 21044 

tcatlin@exeterassociates.com 410-992-7500 
 

Jerry Mierzwa 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 

jmierzwa@exeterassociates.com 
 

 

Matt Kahal 
Exeter Associates, Inc. 

mkahal@exeterassociates.com  

Town of South Kingstown 
Michael A. Ursillo, Esq. 
South Kingstown Town Solicitor  
Ursillo, Teitz & Ritch, Ltd. 
2 Williams St. 
Providence, RI 02903 

mikeursillo@utrlaw.com  401-331-2222 

Town of Narragansett 
Mark A. McSally, Esq. 
Kelly, Kelleher, Reilly & Simpson 
28 Caswell St. 
Narragansett, RI 02882 

mmcsally@kkrs.com  
 

401-789-7800 
 

Union Fire District of So. Kingstown 
Margaret L. Hogan, Esq. 
Hogan & Hogan 
344 Main St., Suite 200 
Wakefield, RI 02879 

Hogan.hogan@verizon.net  401-782-4488 

David Bebyn, CPA 
B&E Consulting 

dbebyn@beconsulting.biz    
 

401-785-0800 
Ext. 29 
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21 Dryden Lane 
Providence, RI 02904 
File an original and nine (9) copies 
w/: 
Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 
Public Utilities Commission 
89 Jefferson Blvd. 
Warwick, RI  02888 

luly.massaro@puc.ri.gov    401-780-2107 

patricia.lucarelli@puc.ri.gov   

sharon.colbycamara@puc.ri.gov   

Donald Maroney, Esq. 
Mark McSally, Esq. 

dmaroney@kkrs.com  
mmcsally@kkrs.com  

Kenneth J. Burke, General Mgr./ 
Treasurer 
Rhode Island Water Resources Board 

ken.burke@wrb.ri.gov 
 

401-222-4890 

 
        
             

 Joseph A. Keough, Jr., Esquire # 4925 
  KEOUGH & SWEENEY, LTD. 

       41 Mendon Avenue 
       Pawtucket, RI  02861 

 (401) 724-3600 (phone) 
 (401) 724-9909 (fax)   

  jkeoughjr@keoughsweeney.com 
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