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SUMBITTED ELECTRONICALLY 10/29/13 
 

Luly E. Massaro, Commission Clerk 

Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission 

89 Jefferson Blvd 

Warwick, RI 02888 

Attn: Renewable Energy Resources Eligibility 

 

October 29, 2013 

 

Re: Cadys Falls application for consideration as an Existing Renewable Resource under Rhode Island’s Renewable 

Portfolio Standard 

 

Ms. Massaro, 

 

Vermont Public Power Supply Authority (“VPPSA”) is pleased to submit this application on behalf of the Village of 

Morrisville Water & Light Department for eligibility as an Existing Renewable Energy Resource for Cadys Falls generating 

station under Rhode Island’s renewable portfolio standard. Cadys Falls is an existing run-of-river generation facility located 

on the Lamoille River in Morristown, VT and has been in commercial operation since 1894.  

 

VPPSA is acting on behalf of the Village of Morrisville Water & Light Department and will be the primary contact for this 

application. 

 

Provided below for reference is a schedule of appendixes and attachments: 

 

Appendix B – included per application instructions section 1.8 

Appendix C – included per application instructions section 3.3 

Attachment A – Connecticut Public Utilities Commission order approving Class II eligibility 

 

Should there be any additional questions please do not hesitate to contact me. 

 

Regards, 

 

 

 

 

Gregory E. Morse, ERP 

Sr. Power Analyst 

Vermont Public Power Supply Authority 



























 
  

 

 

STATE OF CONNECTICUT  

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC UTILITY CONTROL 
TEN FRANKLIN SQUARE 
NEW BRITAIN, CT 06051 

 
 
 

DOCKET NO. 03-12-36 APPLICATION OF VILLAGE OF MORRISVILLE WATER 
AND LIGHT FOR QUALIFICATION OF CADY'S FALLS AS 
A CLASS II RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE 

 
 
 

 
February 9, 2005 

 
By the following Commissioners: 

 
 

Anne C. George  
Jack R. Goldberg  
John W. Betkoski, III  
 
 

 
 

DECISION 
I. INTRODUCTION 
 
A. SUMMARY 
 

In this Decision, the Department of Public Utility Control (Department) determines 
that the Cady’s Falls (Cady) generating facility qualifies as a Class II renewable energy 
source as a run-of-the-river hydroelectric facility and assigns it Connecticut Renewable 
Portfolio Standard (RPS) Registration Number CT00023-03. 

 
B. BACKGROUND OF THE PROCEEDING 
 

By application dated December 12, 2003, the Village of Morrisville Water and 
Light requested that the Department determine that the Cady’s Falls generation facility 
qualifies as a Class II renewable energy source.  Cady is a run-of-the-river hydroelectric 
facility located in Morrisville, VT that began commercial operation in 1894 with a 
nameplate capacity of 1.1 MW.  Federal Energy Regulatory Commission (FERC) Order 
Issuing License (Major) issued August 28, 1981 (FERC Order), p. 2; Application, p. 2. 
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C. CONDUCT OF THE PROCEEDING 
 

There is no statutory requirement for a hearing, no person requested a hearing, 
and none was held. 

 
D. PARTICIPANTS IN THE PROCEEDING 
 

The Department recognized the Village of Morrisville Water and Light (Cady’s 
Falls), P.O. Box 460, Morrisville, VT 05661 (MW&L), Brian Evans-Mongeon, P.O. Box 
298, 5195 Waterbury-Stowe Road, Waterbury Center, VT 05677, and the Office of 
Consumer Counsel, Ten Franklin Square, New Britain, CT 06051, as participants in this 
proceeding. 

 
II. DEPARTMENT ANALYSIS 
 

Pursuant to § 16-1(a)(27) of the General Statutes of Connecticut (Conn. Gen. 
Stat.), as amended by Public Act 03-135 (P.A. 03-135), An Act Concerning Revisions to 
the Electric Restructuring Legislation, “Class II renewable energy source” includes 
energy derived from a run-of-the-river hydropower facility provided such facility has a 
generating capacity of not more than five megawatts, does not cause an appreciable 
change in the river flow, and began operation prior to July 1, 2003.  

 
In interpreting C.G.S. §16-1(a)(27), the Department determined that: 

 
(1) “Facility” refers to an entire hydroelectric plant at a single site rather than a 

turbine generating unit within a hydroelectric plant;  
 
(2) The “generating capacity of not more than five megawatts” refers to a 

hydroelectric facility’s nameplate capacity, not its actual or average generation output;  
 
(3) In order to qualify as “run-of-the-river,” a hydroelectric facility must show a 

current FERC license or exemption that requires the facility to operate in run-of-the-river 
mode.  In addition, a facility can qualify as a Class I or Class II renewable energy facility 
only to the extent that its FERC license or exemption requires run-of-river operation.  
Hydroelectric facilities that are not regulated by FERC will be required to show a FERC 
order or a court decision stating that FERC has no jurisdiction, or has declined to 
exercise jurisdiction, over such facility.  In such cases, the hydroelectric facility must 
show that its operation allows the river inflow to equal outflow instantaneously and 
therefore, does not cause an appreciable change in the river flow; and 

 
(4) “Began operations” means (A) the date an existing facility with generation 

began commercial operation as shown in documentation from FERC; (B) the new date 
given to an abandoned or destroyed facility that comes back into operation as shown in 
its documentation from FERC or as determined by the Department; (C) the date upon 
which a facility changes operation from store and release to run-of-the-river as shown in 
documentation from FERC; or (D) the new date that incremental generation is in 
operation at an existing facility as shown in its documentation from FERC. 
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See Docket No. 04-02-07, DPUC Declaratory Ruling Concerning “Run-of-the-River 
Hydropower” as That Term is Used in the Definitions of Class I and Class II Renewable 
Energy Source in C.G.S. §16-1(a)(26) &(27) (ROR Decision). 
 

Further, according to FERC, which regulates most of the hydroelectric projects in 
the United States, “run-of-river” operation means “no utilization of headpond storage 
and that outflow from the facility is equal to inflow to the pond on an instantaneous 
basis.”  Citizens Utilities Company, 105 F.E.R.C. P62,119 (2003).  FERC provides: 
 

“A true, or instantaneous, run-of-river project is one which does not 
operate out of storage and, therefore, does not artificially regulate stream 
flows below the project’s tailrace.  Outflow from the project is equal to 
inflow of the project’s impoundment on an instantaneous basis.  The flow 
regime below the project is essentially the river’s natural regime, except in 
special circumstances, such as following the reinstallation of flashboards 
and project shutdowns.  Under those circumstances, a change in storage 
contents is necessary, and outflow is reduced below inflow for a period.  
Another circumstance is the flow transition after an idle station is brought 
on line, and initially flows downstream exceed inflow.”  Id. n. 34; ROR 
Decision pp. 6 and 7. 

 
As provided in the application, Cady is a hydroelectric facility located in 

Morrisville, VT.  Cady is currently owned by MW&L.  According to MW&L, Cady’s 
generating nameplate capacity is 1.1 MW.  Application, p. 2.  FERC issued a license to 
MW&L for project works consisting of three hydroelectric developments: Cady’s Falls, 
Morrisville, and Green River.  FERC Order, p. 6 et al.  

 
Within the FERC Order, the Morrisville portion of the project was identified as a 

run-of-the-river development.  Id., p. 7.  The Department notes that the Morrisville and 
Green River developments were the main issues addressed by the FERC Order, and 
that Cady was virtually unaffected by the Order, continuing to run in its then present 
mode.  In determining run-of-the-river status for Morrisville, FERC noted “that minimum 
flows of 135 cfs below the Morrisville tailrace and 150 cfs below the Cadys Falls tailrace 
be maintained unless inflows to the respective reservoirs are less, in which case, the 
minimum allowable releases would be the respective inflows.”  Id., p. 4.  FERC also 
stated that “the Cadys Falls development, originally constructed in 1894, has been 
operating at its present capacity since 1947.”  Id., p. 2.  The Department also notes that 
the Morrisville and Cady’s Falls operating characteristics are identical except for 
different asset sizes and reservoir capacities.  Id., p. 7.  The Department therefore finds 
that Cady’s Falls is a facility that is operated in run-of-the-river mode. 
 
 Based on the foregoing, the Department determines that Cady qualifies as a 
Class II renewable energy facility. 

 
III. FINDINGS OF FACT 
 
1. Cady is a hydroelectric facility located in Morrisville, VT. 

 
2. Cady is currently owned by the Village of Morrisville Water and Light. 
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3. In FERC Order Issuing License (Major) issued August 28, 1981, the FERC 

issued a license to Cady. 
 
4. Within the license, FERC described the operations and characteristics of Cady 

as being similar to Morrisville that was identified as a run-of-the-river 
development.   

 
5. Cady has a nameplate capacity of 1.1 MW.   
 
6. Cady began operations in 1894. 
 
IV. CONCLUSION 
 

Based on the evidence submitted, the Department finds that Cady’s Falls 
qualifies as a Class II renewable generation source pursuant to Conn. Gen. Stat. 
§ 16-1(a)(27).   
 
 The Department assigns each renewable generation source a unique 
Connecticut Renewable Portfolio Standard (RPS) registration number.  Cady’s Falls 
Connecticut RPS registration number is CT00023-03. 
 
 The Department’s determination in this docket is based on the information 
submitted by MW&L.  The Department may reverse its ruling or revoke the Applicant’s 
registration if any material information provided by the Applicant proves to be false or 
misleading.  The Department reminds MW&L that it is obligated to notify the Department 
within 10 days of any changes to any of the information it has provided to the 
Department. 
 
 
 



 

DOCKET NO. 03-12-36 APPLICATION OF VILLAGE OF MORRISVILLE WATER 
AND LIGHT FOR QUALIFICATION OF CADY'S FALLS AS 
A CLASS II RENEWABLE ENERGY SOURCE 

 
This Decision is adopted by the following Commissioners: 
 
 

 
 

Anne C. George  
 
 

Jack R. Goldberg  
 
 

John W. Betkoski, III  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE 
 

 The foregoing is a true and correct copy of the Decision issued by the 
Department of Public Utility Control, State of Connecticut, and was forwarded by 
Certified Mail to all parties of record in this proceeding on the date indicated. 
 
 

    
    
    
    February 9, 2005 

 Louise E. Rickard  Date 
 Acting Executive Secretary   
 Department of Public Utility Control   

 




