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March 4, 2021

Mrs. Luly Massaro, Commission Clerk

RI Public Utilities Commission

89 Jefferson Boulevard

Warwick, RI 02888

RE: Dk 4994; Technical Session on Renewable Energy - Record Requests

Dear Mrs. Massaro:

Attached, please find an original and nine copies of Providence Water’s responses to
the Commission’s record requests from the Technical Session on Renewable Energy
on February 11, 2021. An electronic copy has been provided to the service list.
Thank you for your attention to this matter.

Sincerely,

Wwﬁf\é gg y WL

Mary L. Deignan-White
Division Manager-Finance

cc: service list(via email)



PROVIDENCE WATER SUPPLY BOARD

RIPUC DK. 4994

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RECORD REQUESTS FROM
TECHNICAL SESSION ON RENEWABLE ENERGY

February 11, 2021

RR-1 In setting the rates in this Docket (4994), did Providence Water account for any increase
in renewable energy charges on its electric bills?

RESPONSE: PW assumed a 2.00% annual general increase in electrical utility costs, which

included all electrical utility bill components, and was meant to cover all increase in costs over
the course of the contract.

Prepared by: Julian Dash February 25, 2021



PROVIDENCE WATER SUPPLY BOARD

RIPUC DK. 4994
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RECORD REQUESTS FROM

TECHNICAL SESSION ON RENEWABLE ENERGY
February 11, 2021

RR-2 Provide a redacted version of the opening presentation.

RESPONSE: The redactions have been applied. Please see attached.

Prepared by: Julian Dash February 25, 2021
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PROVIDENCE WATER SUPPLY BOARD

RIPUC DK. 4994
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RECORD REQUESTS FROM

TECHNICAL SESSION ON RENEWABLE ENERGY
February 11, 2021

RR-3 Please update Page 7 of the opening presentation to change the reference to “systems” to
reflect “Pine Hill Solar” for clarification purposes.

RESPONSE: The clarification has been made. Please see page 7 of RR-2 attachment.

Prepared by: Julian Dash February 25, 2021



PROVIDENCE WATER SUPPLY BOARD

RIPUC DK. 4994

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RECORD REQUESTS FROM
TECHNICAL SESSION ON RENEWABLE ENERGY

February 11, 2021

RR-4 Demonstrate that the RECs generated by Providence Water’s COF solar project are being
retired voluntarily as opposed to being retired automatically by letting them expire in the system.

RESPONSE: PW contacted its rooftop solar monitoring agent DayMark, who informed PW that
they were retiring the RECs pursuant to the NEPOOL retirement guide for retiring RECs for
“General Purposes”. This process is slightly different than a “voluntary action,” as outlined by
the NEPOOL GIS User Guide. Moving forward, PW will establish its own sub-account in its
NEPOOL portal and will retire RECs (as needed) through this voluntary retirement process.

This will continue on an on-going basis, and will be done as part of its on-going renewable
energy management contract.

A screenshot of this transaction is attached to this update.

Prepared by: Julian Dash February 25, 2021






PROVIDENCE WATER SUPPLY BOARD

RIPUC DK. 4994

PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RECORD REQUESTS FROM
TECHNICAL SESSION ON RENEWABLE ENERGY

February 11, 2021

RR-5 Development of a policy that will set forth a Board approval policy for when Providence
Water will sell excess RECs.

RESPONSE: The development of this policy is underway. Once finalized, PW will provide it
to the RIPUC and the Parties.

Prepared by: Julian Dash February 25, 2021



PROVIDENCE WATER SUPPLY BOARD

RIPUC DK. 4994
PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSION RECORD REQUESTS FROM

TECHNICAL SESSION ON RENEWABLE ENERGY
February 11, 2021

RR-6 Please provide the renewable energy disclosure form provided to PW by Constellation.

RESPONSE: Please see attached.

Prepared by: Julian Dash February 25, 2021



Tech Session RR-6

Constellation NewkEnergy, Inc.

Electricity suppliers are required by the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission to provide customers
with a disclosure label. This label enables you to look at the energy sources and air emissions of the
power used to serve your needs.

Electricity Facts

Power Sourc ~_ Resource Mix
Biomass _ Lafs A478%

Coal 0.22%

Diesel 4 Toaid 0.42%
Digester Gas 1, 49%
Efficient Resource EER e oF o Ol
Energy Storage 0.01%
Fuel Cell 0.00%

 Hvdroelectric/Hydropower , _ 6.36%

Jet 0.01%

‘Import Power 0.00%

Landfill gas 0.00%_

Municipal Solid Waste 0.14% |
Natural Gas 34.44%.....rninn
Nuclear | 17.98%

Qil 4.01%

‘Solar Photovoltaic 3.26%
Trash-to-eneray 0.14%

Wind I 8.62%
WO i N 0.07%

System Mix | 18.06%
! i Air Emissionsasa

Air Emissions Pounds per MWh % of NEPOOL

f ' System Mix

Carbon Dioxide 693.09 90.75%

‘Carbon Monoxide 0.71 : 107.78%

Mercury . 000 4.57%
Nitrogen Oxides ;] 073 93.59%
Particulates A EC2 O M, 90.33%

Fine Particulates 021 .99.97%

‘Sulphur Dioxides ] 049 113.90%

'Oraanic Compounds 0.08 218.42%

Notes:

1. Electricity customers in New England are served by an integrated power grid, not particular
generating units. The above information is based on the most recently available information in the
NEPOOL Generation Information System.

2. You may call Constellation at 844-636-3749 or the Rhode Island Public Utilities Commission at
401-941-4500 for additional information.
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RR-7 Please clarify whether Providence Water will be allowed to opt-out of the Providence
Community Choice Aggregation proposal, or whether Providence Water’s participation will be
controlled by the City. The concern here is that if Providence Water is in the Community Choice
Aggregation Plan and the City of Providence elects the 100% renewable option, Providence
Water could effectively be 200% renewable.

RESPONSE: In addressing this question, there are three components of significant

applicability:
1. PW initial qualification and enrollment into the Providence Community Choice
Aggregation (CCA) contract.
2. PW’s ability to opt-out.
3. PW’s exposure to increasing percentages of renewable energy being provided under a
CCA contract.
1. Imitial Qualification

While PW has the right to opt-out of the Providence CCA contract (see #2), it is
important to note that, PW (and its electricity accounts) would not qualify for the
automatic opt-in or enrollment into the contract. As specified in the CCA plan “Initial
Consumers” for the contract are:
“Initial consumers are those consumers in applicable classes on Standard Offer
Service with National Grid that are automatically enrolled in the Program, unless
they choose to opt-out”.
Because all of PW’s electric accounts are currently being served by a competitive
supplier (Constellation), PW’s accounts would not qualify as eligible initial consumers
and therefore would not be automatically enrolled in the program. Enrollment would
have to be made by PW proactively requesting participation through the opt-in process.

This determination is further clarified in the Providence CCA Plan as it describes

“Applicable Customers:”
“Applicable Consumers: Applicable Consumers shall include consumers of
electricity located in Applicable Classes within the geographic boundaries of the
municipality who are (1) Standard Offer Service consumers; (2) Standard Offer
Service consumers who have indicated that they do not want their contact
information shared with competitive suppliers for marketing purposes; or (3)
consumers receiving Standard Offer Service plus an optional renewable energy
product that allows concurrent enrollment in either Standard Offer Service or
competitive supply. The following consumers shall be excluded as Applicable
Consumers: (1) Standard Offer Service consumers who have asked that National
Grid not enroll them in competitive supply; (2) Standard Offer Service consumers
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enrolled in a green power product program that prohibits switching to a
competitive supplier; and (3) consumers receiving competitive supply service”.

Because PW’s accounts are currently being serviced by a competitive supplier, they do
not qualify as initial eligible accounts to be enrolled into the CCA contract automatically,
nor does PW (or its accounts) qualify as “Applicable Consumers.” As such, the matters
of opt-out and/or exposure to renewable energy contract percentages would not be
applicable.

2. Ability to opt-out
Based on a review of the proposed Providence Community Choice Aggregation Plan, PW
will have the right to opt-out, if that action is necessary. Throughout the CCA Plan and
its filing, the City of Providence and its Consultant have clearly stated that the CCA is
completely optional for Eligible Customers (meaning there are both options to “opt-out”
and “opt-in”). As specifically stated in the most recently filed Revision to Electricity
Services Agreement:
“Eligible Consumer Opt-Out: Participating Consumers are free to opt-out of the
Program utilizing established EDI drop protocols. Participating Consumers are
to provide five (5) days notice to the Competitive Supplier of such termination.
There are no fees or charges for Participating Consumers to opt-out or terminate
service”.

3. Exposure to increasing percentages of renewables in CCA contract
In the unlikely event that PW accounts are enrolled in the CCA, PW will have CCA
contract provisions and measures available to ensure that the amount of renewable energy
that is received through the CCA competitive supply does not exceed the current RES
mandated amount that all utility customers receive (including PW with its existing
Constellation Energy competitive supply contract).

Specifically, the CCA program states that it will offer four (4) electricity supply products

to consumers:

a) Standard Product: A product that is “expected to include 10% renewable energy
above the Renewable Energy Standard (“RES”)”.

b) Basic: A product that offers the same amount of renewable energy offered by
National Grid’s Standard Offer product.

c) Local Green 50%: A product that provides more electricity generated from new,
renewable energy resources than is offered by Local Green, but not at the 100% level.

d) Local Green 100%: A product that offers up to a 100% renewable energy option.
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With these options, and in the event PW were enrolled in the Providence CCA, PW
would opt for the Basic plan, which would provide only the amount of renewable energy

currently required by the state RES, and this would represent no change from, or impact
to, PW’s existing renewable energy strategy.
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