On behalf of the City of Providence’s Office of Sustainability, please accept our comments regarding the
distribution system planning questions for stakeholders. Our goal is to aid the Division, the Commission,
the OER, and ultimately the people of Providence in securing a more reliable, affordable, cleaner, and
sustainable energy future.

e The City of Providence has a goal of becoming carbon neutral by 2050. Additionally, the City’s
2014 Sustainable Providence set a goal to lead by example and reduce municipal energy
consumption 30 percent below 2010 levels by 2030 and the City’s is on track to achieving this
goal.

e The City is working with stakeholders to develop a plan to reduce building energy use via a
benchmarking and transparency policy that would require large properties to track and report
their energy consumption on an annual basis. Access to building-level energy data will help
building owners comply with this policy. Furthermore, this data will help the City track progress
toward achieving its city-wide carbon reduction goals and better target new programs and
policies.

e While energy efficiency is critical, the city must also aggressively increase deployment and
adoption of renewable energy in order to achieve its carbon neutrality goal. Having a smarter,
more dynamic grid that can better manage distributed generation is critical to achieving our
carbon neutrality goal.

e System reliability is of extreme importance to the City, as Providence is home to major hospitals,
universities, and critical infrastructure (e.g. the Fox Point Hurricane Barrier).

e Other information that should be made available to users (including local government and the
system users at large) on a regular basis include energy demand forecast, system data,
assumptions, results of the power flow analysis, condition assessments, costs and benefits of
various identified solutions, and the results of the hosting capacity analysis should be made
available to users.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment and participate in this process. We appreciate how the
agencies continue to expand efforts to clearly communicate this technical and critical process in a way
that is accessible and understandable to the public at large.
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Leah Bamberger
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